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  Editorial 3

Sussex Bird Report 2011 amendments and corrections 

9HU\�IHZ�HUURUV�LQ�WKH������UHSRUW�ZHUH�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�(GLWRU¶V�DWWHQWLRQ��GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�PRUH�
VLJQL¿FDQW� RI� WKHVH� DQG� RI� DQ\� DGGLWLRQDO� UHFRUGV� IRU� SUHYLRXV� \HDUV� FDQ� EH� IRXQG� XQGHU� WKH�
relevant species in the Systematic List.

Photographs

Cover photograph: Osprey, Warnham LNR, October 2012 (Jake Everitt)

I would like to thank all the photographers who took the time to submit their photographs 
RI� ELUGV� WDNHQ� LQ� 6XVVH[� IRU� LQFOXVLRQ� LQ� WKH� ����� 6XVVH[� %LUG� 5HSRUW��$JDLQ� WKH� TXDOLW\� LV�
outstanding. We are very fortunate to have so many talented photographers in our county and it is 
encouraging to have several new photographers this year. 

7KH������UHSRUW�ZDV�D�WRXJK�DFW�WR�IROORZ��IHDWXULQJ�SKRWRV�RI�PDQ\�UDUH�DQG�VFDUFH�ELUGV�WKDW�
ZH�ZHUH�OXFN\�WR�REVHUYH�DQG�SKRWRJUDSK��EXW�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�VSHFLHV�SKRWRJUDSKHG�LQ������KDV�
HQDEOHG�PH�WR�VXEPLW�D�ÀH[LEOH�FKRLFH�RI�VSHFLHV�WR�WKH�(GLWRU�IRU�LQFOXVLRQ�WKLV�\HDU��:H�GLG�KDYH�
RXU�µOLWWOH�VWDUV¶�ZLWK�:RUWKLQJ¶V�'HVHUW�:KHDWHDU�SURYLQJ�D�SRSXODU�VXEMHFW��DWWUDFWLQJ�ORFDO�DQG�
national photographers, whilst the Siberian Stonechat at Birling Gap was also well photographed.

,�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�UHFHLYLQJ�PRUH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�SKRWRV�IRU�WKH������UHSRUW��>1LFN�%RQG@

Desert Wheatear, Worthing, October 2012 (David Williams)

9LHZV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�FRQWULEXWRUV�WR�WKH�6XVVH[�%LUG�5HSRUW�DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WKRVH�RI�WKH�(GLWRU�
RU�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�WKH�6XVVH[�2UQLWKRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\�
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Editorial
Joanne Chattaway

5HFRUGV�IRU������ZHUH�IHZHU�WKDQ�IRU�WKH�SDVW�IRXU�\HDUV�ZKLFK�KDV�QRW�FRPH�DV�D�VXUSULVH��
GXH�WR�WKH�HQGLQJ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�%LUG�$WODV����������'LPLQLVKHG�REVHUYHU�HIIRUW�KDV�UHVXOWHG�LQ��
QRW�RQO\�IHZHU�UHFRUGV��EXW�IHZHU�UHFRUGV�FRQWDLQLQJ�EUHHGLQJ�FRGHV��ZLWK���������UHFRUGV�RI�����
species as shown in the table below. Numbers of tetrads that species have been recorded in are 
included in the species accounts but any comparisons with previous years could be misleading and 
not only the result of the poor summer. Observers are, as usual, encouraged to include breeding 
FRGHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�VXEPLVVLRQV��7KHUH�ZHUH����LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�HDFK�VXSSOLHG�RYHU������UHFRUGV��D�
IXOO�OLVW�RI�DFNQRZOHGJPHQWV�DSSHDUV�RQ�SDJHV���������

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
^ƵďŵŝƫŶŐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ 1207 962 952 986 948 894
ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ 148,292 191,788 176,388 170,113 183,732 148,727
^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ 253 266 257 269 260 271

Observers are reminded that unless records are submitted, they will neither be entered in 
WKH�VRFLHW\¶V�GDWDEDVH�QRU�DSSHDU�LQ�WKLV�DQG�IXWXUH�UHSRUWV��/LNHZLVH�UHFRUGV�IRU�WKRVH�VSHFLHV�
UHTXLULQJ�GHVFULSWLRQV�ZLOO�RQO\�EH�LQFOXGHG�DIWHU�DSSURYDO�E\�WKH�VRFLHW\¶V�5HFRUGV�&RPPLWWHH��
The recent proliferation of birding blogs, interesting as they are to peruse, has resulted in some 
UHFRUGV�QRW�EHLQJ�µFDSWXUHG¶��LW�LV�YHU\�WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�DQG�QHDU�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�6XVVH[�%LUG�
5HSRUW�WHDP�WR�JR�WKURXJK�DOO�RI�WKH�EORJV��H[WUDFWLQJ�DOO�UHOHYDQW�UHFRUGV��DQG�VWLOO�SURGXFH�WKH�
UHSRUW�LQ�D�WLPHO\�PDQQHU��7KH�VRFLHW\�SULGHV�LWVHOI�RQ�DQ�HDUO\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�GDWH�RI�WKH�6XVVH[�%LUG�
Report and I would encourage all bloggers to also report their observations via BirdTrack. I would 
also ask that local bird groups, reserves, societies and individuals submit their annual records 
early (by the end of March) as late submissions delay the publication of this report.

7KHUH�LV�RQH�VSHFLHV�QHZ�WR�6XVVH[�LQ�������+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU��EULQJLQJ�WKH�FRXQW\�OLVW�WR�
�����UHDGHUV�FDQ�UHDG�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�¿QGLQJ�DQG�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RQ�SDJH����� There is also a 
¿QGHU¶V�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�3DUURW�&URVVELOO�DW�%ODFNGRZQ�RQ�SDJH������$OWKRXJK�QRW�D�QHZ�VSHFLHV�
IRU�6XVVH[��WKLV�LV�RQO\�WKH�VHFRQG�UHFRUG��WKH�¿UVW�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�VKRW�LQ�������7KDQNV�WR�2ZHQ�
Mitchell and Dave Burges for these insightful articles.

Breeding Bird Survey data are not included in the species accounts this year. The survey is the 
VXEMHFW�RI�D�VFLHQWL¿F�DUWLFOH�E\�'U�+HOHQ�&UDEWUHH�RQ�SDJH����� DQG�D�WDEOH�RI�UHVXOWV�IRU�6XVVH[�
DSSHDUV�RQ�SDJHV����������$V�%UDFNOHVKDP�%D\�DQG�WKH�¿HOGV�ZHVW�RI�6HOVH\�DUH�QRZ�SDUW�RI�
the Medmerry Managed Realignment Scheme, these sites are now known as Medmerry and are 
referred to as such in this report. 

7KH�VSHFLHV�DFFRXQWV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�E\�D�ODUJH�WHDP�RI�ZULWHUV��WKDQNV�JR�WR�63�%DLQHV��&-5�
%DU¿HOG��93�%HQWOH\��5$�%ODFN��'�%RGGLQJWRQ��&�%URRNV��'$�%XUW��3�&DUWHU��0-�&KDWWDZD\��:(�
&ROHPDQ��-5�&RZVHU��-�&XUVRQ��&�'DYLV��3�'HQ\HU��5-�(DVWZRRG��'�*UHHQ��$&�*XWWHULGJH��35-�
+DGODQG��:*�+DUYH\��-$�+REVRQ��$�+RXVH��'+�+RZH\��0(�.DODKHU��6-�/DPEHUW��*�2VERUQH��
7:�3DUPHQWHU��57�3HSSHU��3-�3ODQW��$+�3RGPRUH��&-�5HD\��7�6HDEURRN��0'�6KDZ��63�6LPSVRQ��
/$�:DOWKHU��$%�:DWVRQ�DQG�-+�:KLWPDQ��7KH�LQLWLDOV�DW� WKH�HQG�RI�HDFK�DFFRXQW� LGHQWLI\�WKH�
writer.
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7KDQNV�DUH�DOVR�GXH�WR� WKH� WHDP�RI�SURRI�UHDGHUV��9DO�%HQWOH\��-DNH�(YHULWW��'LFN�*LOPRUH��
-RKQ� +REVRQ�� 'DYLG� +RZH\�� 3HWHU� +XJKHV�� 3DXO� -DPHV�� 3KLO� -RQHV�� 2ZHQ� 0LWFKHOO�� -RKQ�
Newnham, Peter Plant and Barry Yates who have conscientiously read through versions of the 
species accounts and made recommendations for improvements, additions and amendments. As a 
UHVXOW�VRPH�RI�WKH�GUDIW�DFFRXQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�HGLWHG�WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�VXJJHVWLRQV�PDGH��WR�LQFOXGH�ODWH�
records and to present the accounts in a uniform fashion for future researchers. I hope that this 
action has not offended any of the authors, but if it has done so, I offer my apologies.

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� ,�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� WKDQN�+HOHQ�&UDEWUHH� IRU� HGLWLQJ� WKH� VFLHQWL¿F� DUWLFOHV� DQG� IRU�
writing one of them, David Howey and Darrin Madgin for writing the other articles, Sue Walsh 
for the ringing report, David Howey for the Review of the Year, Nick Bond for selecting and 
processing the photographs, Helen Crabtree for typesetting, Robert Yarham for designing the 
FRYHU��-RKQ�1HZQKDP�IRU�WKH�PDSV�DQG�GDWDEDVH�UHSRUW�DQG�-RKQ�+REVRQ�DQG�3HWHU�3ODQW�IRU�WKH�
primary proofreading. 

Abbreviations
The following abbreviations are used as standard practice: 

BBRC British Birds Records Committee RSPB Royal Society for the
BBS Breeding Bird Survey Protection of Birds
BTO British Trust for Ornithology RBRG Rye Bay Ringing Group
BOU British Ornithologists Union PH Public house
CBC Common Birds Census R River
CP Country park SF Sewage farm or works
Fm Farm SP Sand pit
GP Gravel pit SSSI 6LWH�RI�6SHFLDO�6FLHQWL¿F�,QWHUHVW
GC Golf course SWBS 6XVVH[�:LQWHU�%LUG�6XUYH\
Hbr Harbour WeBS Wetland Bird Survey
IUCN The World Conservation Union WBBS Waterways Breeding Bird Survey
MP Mill pond WWT Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust
mo Many observers nc No count
LNR Local Nature Reserve ha Hectare(s)
NR Nature Reserve hr Hour(s)
NNR National Nature Reserve km .LORPHWUH�V�
O/S Offshore m Metre(s)
Res Reservoir N,E,S,W As cardinal compass points
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Review of 2012
David H. Howey

$OWKRXJK�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�IRUPDW��WKLV�UHYLHZ�RI������LV�D�FKURQRORJLFDO�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�\HDU¶V�
ZHDWKHU�DQG�WKH�ELUGLQJ�KLJKOLJKWV�LQFOXGLQJ�DOO�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�XQXVXDO�UHFRUGV��$�WRWDO�RI�����
VSHFLHV�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�GXULQJ������ZKLFK�LV����PRUH�WKDQ�LQ������

7KH� FRXQW\¶V� ¿UVW�Hooded Merganser, which remained in Pagham Harbour for over two 
weeks from late October, was probably the highlight of the year for many observers and attracted 
visitors from many parts of the country. Another bird to attract many visitors was the Parrot 
Crossbill�DW�%ODFNGRZQ�IRU�DOPRVW�D�PRQWK�LQ�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\��'HWDLOV�RI�WKH�¿QGLQJ�RI�
these birds can be found in this report. 

Other scarce birds which stayed around long enough to be seen by many observers were the 
3DGG\¿HOG�:DUEOHU�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�IRU�MXVW�RYHU�D�PRQWK�IURP�WKH�HQG�RI�-DQXDU\��D�Kentish 
Plover�DW�5\H�+EU�IRU�IRXU�GD\V�LQ�0D\��¿YH�Bee-eaters in the east of the county for two days in 
May, a Red-footed Falcon at Ivy Lake for over two weeks in August/September, a Sabine’s Gull 
at Hove for two days in October, a Hume’s Warbler�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�IRU�VL[�GD\V�LQ�2FWREHU�
November and a Desert Wheatear at Worthing for three days in October. Some other scarce 
ELUGV�ZHUH�OHVV�REOLJLQJ�DQG�ZHUH�MXVW�RQH�GD\�ZRQGHUV�VHHQ�E\�D�IHZ�OXFN\�LQGLYLGXDOV��7KHVH�
included a Grey Phalarope�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�LQ�-DQXDU\��D�Pallas’s Leaf Warbler at Pyecombe in 
-DQXDU\��D�Cory’s Shearwater off Selsey Bill in April, a Serin at Beachy Head in May, a Tawny 
Pipit at Worthing in May, a Night Heron at Pulborough Brooks in May, two Black-winged 
Stilts�DW�0HGPHUU\�LQ�-XQH��D�Squacco Heron�DW�6HDIRUG�DOVR�LQ�-XQH��D�Black Stork over West 
%XUWRQ�+LOO�LQ�-XO\��D�Terek Sandpiper�LQ�WKH�$GXU�(VWXDU\�DOVR�LQ�-XO\��D�Melodious Warbler 
at Beachy Head in August, a Long-tailed Skua off Worthing in August, a Red-backed Shrike 
at Telscombe Tye in September, a Dotterel at Balsdean in September, a Pectoral Sandpiper at 
Pulborough Brooks in September, a Red-breasted Flycatcher at Atherington in October and a 
Leach’s Petrel off Selsey Bill in December.

Less scarce, but no less welcome, were the numbers of Eurasian Bitterns, Great White 
Egrets and Glossy Ibises seen throughout the county, White Storks which toured around in May 
DQG�-XQH��WKH�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�PRYHPHQWV�RI�Great and Arctic Skuas in May and the number of 
singing Wood Warblers recorded in the spring. Details of these and all other sightings can be 
found in the Systematic List section of this report.

First winter period
January was mostly mild but often wet with very strong westerly winds. By the end of the month 

the wind was coming from the northeast and brought with it a cold snap which lasted well into 

February with bitterly cold winds and freezing temperatures accompanied by snow, particularly 

in the east of the county. By mid-February the temperatures had recovered to the seasonal norm 

and by the end of the month it was warm and dry. This warm spring-like weather continued into 

the early part of March before frost and then rain returned. The second half of March saw rising 

temperatures with virtually no rain.

$�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�¿UVW�VHHQ�LQ������UHPDLQHG�LQWR������LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�Pink-footed Geese at 
Pett Level, the Black Brant at West Wittering, the Rough-legged Buzzard at Burpham (which 
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was present until April), a Spotted Redshank, a Little Stint and Sandwich Terns in Chichester 
Hbr, Short-eared Owls in several river valleys, a Great Grey Shrike on Ashdown Forest (with 
another at Glynde Reach) and Snow Buntings at Widewater (Lancing) and East Head. A Hen 
Harrier was also still present at Burpham and there were further records from ten other broad 
ORFDWLRQV� GXULQJ� WKLV� SHULRG�� 2WKHU� ELUGV� ZKLFK� KDG� SUHVXPDEO\� RYHU�ZLQWHUHG� �DOWKRXJK� QRW�
QHFHVVDULO\�LQ�6XVVH[��EXW�QRW�VHHQ�XQWLO�)HEUXDU\�ZHUH�D�Common Sandpiper at Arlington Res 
and a Yellow-browed Warbler� LQ�:RUWKLQJ��2QH�RI� WKH�¿QGV�RI� WKLV�SHULRG��DQG�DQRWKHU�ELUG�
ZKLFK�KDG�SUHVXPDEO\�RYHU�ZLQWHUHG�VRPHZKHUH��ZDV�D�3DGG\¿HOG�:DUEOHU at Pagham Hbr 
RQ����-DQ��UHPDLQLQJ�LQWR�0DUFK��Eurasian Bitterns were also well reported during this period 
with sightings at seven sites between Rye Hbr and Pagham Hbr including three at Shinewater, 
(DVWERXUQH��2WKHU� RYHU�ZLQWHULQJ� ELUGV� LQFOXGHG�Greenshanks and Spotted Redshanks plus 
VRPH����Blackcaps�DQG�DW�OHDVW����Chiffchaffs.

$QRWKHU�JRRG�¿QG�ZDV�D�Parrot Crossbill�DW�%ODFNGRZQ�IURP����-DQ�WR����)HE��2WKHU�ELUGV�
of note in this period included four Tundra Bean Geese�DW�%HHGLQJ�/HYHOV�����White-fronted 
Geese��DQG����Ruff) at Pulborough Brooks, a Cattle Egret at Newhaven Tidemills, a Glossy Ibis 
�WKH�¿UVW�RI�DW�OHDVW�VHYHQ��DW�%DUQKDP��D�Grey Phalarope at Splash Point, two Iceland Gulls at 
Newhaven, a total of eight Waxwings, two wintering Great Grey Shrikes and +DZ¿QFKHV at 
both West Dean Woods and Petworth Park. There were also some impressive numbers of some 
FRPPRQHU�VSHFLHV�LQFOXGLQJ������Lapwings�DW�5\H�%D\�DQG������Golden Plovers�DQG�����Bar-
tailed Godwits in Chichester Hbr. 

The cold snap in early February saw the arrival of Goosanders at Arlington Res, at Piddinghoe 
Pond and on the rivers Ouse, Adur and Rother. As usual, Smews were less common but were 
recorded at Pagham Lagoon, Cuckmere Haven and Scotney GP. Severe weather conditions in 
FRQWLQHQWDO�(XURSH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�DQ�LQÀX[�RI�RYHU�����Woodcocks. Despite the cold weather, an 
unusually early Stone-curlew�ZDV�DW�$QJPHULQJ�RQ����)HE�

7KH�PLOG�ZHDWKHU�LQ�HDUO\�0DUFK�VDZ�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�WKH�¿UVW�VXPPHU�PLJUDQWV�LQFOXGLQJ�Barn 
Swallow� �RQ� WKH��st), Garganey� ���th), Yellow Wagtail� ���th), Whinchat� ���th) and Northern 
Wheatears����th���7KH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�0DUFK�VDZ�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�WKH�¿UVW�Turtle Dove and Willow 
Warbler��ERWK�RQ�WKH���st���DQG�WKH�¿UVW�Common Cuckoo ZDV�KHDUG�RQ�WKH���th followed by a 
Ring Ouzel�WKH�QH[W�GD\��7KH�¿UVW�Little Ringed Plover and Sedge Warbler were recorded on 
WKH���th with Common Tern and Tree Pipit� IROORZLQJ�RQ�WKH���th and Common Redstart on 
WKH���th. With summer migrants starting to arrive it was time for Brent Geese to depart in large 
QXPEHUV�ZLWK������SDVVLQJ�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�WKH���th�DQG������SDVVLQJ�%LUOLQJ�*DS�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
day. Spoonbills�ZHUH� VHHQ�DW�¿YH� ORFDWLRQV� �ZLWK�XS� WR� WKUHH�ELUGV��GXULQJ� WKH� VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�
0DUFK�DQG�D�JDWKHULQJ�RI��� Ravens�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th was certainly a notable count. 
&RPPRQHU�VSHFLHV�ZHUH�DJDLQ�SUHVHQW�LQ�JRRG�QXPEHUV�ZLWK������DQG������Eurasian Wigeon 
LQ�5\H�%D\�DQG�3DJKDP�+EU�UHVSHFWLYHO\�DQG��������Herring Gulls at Glyne Gap. 

Spring
7KH�ZDUP��GU\�ZHDWKHU�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�SDUW�RI�0DUFK�FRQWLQXHG�WKURXJK�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�$SULO��

There then followed a week of typical April weather with a mixture of sunshine and showers 

before an Atlantic depression brought strong winds and heavy rain which continued until the 

middle of May. Dry, anticyclonic weather produced high temperatures during the second half 

of May. The beginning of June was very different with torrential downpours leading to some 

ORFDOLVHG�ÀRRGLQJ��$OWKRXJK�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�-XQH�ZDV�GULHU�LW�UHPDLQHG�XQVHWWOHG�ZLWK�PRUH�
rain and some strong winds.
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6RPH�ORQJ�VWD\LQJ�ZLQWHULQJ�ELUGV�SURYHG� WR�EH� MXVW� WKDW�ZLWK� WKH�%XUSKDP�Rough-legged 
Buzzard and one of the Newhaven Iceland Gulls�UHPDLQLQJ�XQWLO�PLG�$SULO��Short-eared Owls 
DOVR�UHPDLQHG�DW�¿YH�VLWHV�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�RQH�ELUG�EHLQJ�SUHVHQW�XQWLO�0D\�

7KH� DUULYDO� RI� VXPPHU� YLVLWRUV� ¿UVW� QRWHG� LQ� 0DUFK� FRQWLQXHG� LQWR�$SULO� ZLWK�Common 
Whitethroat�RQ�WKH��st. An Osprey�VHHQ�RQ�WKH��th�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�RI�QLQH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�$SULO�ZLWK�
VRPH� ��� VLJKWLQJV� LQ�0D\��7KH� ¿UVW�Common Nightingale and Lesser Whitethroat arrived 
RQ�WKH��th�ZLWK� WKH�¿UVW�Hobby, Grasshopper Warbler and Reed Warbler all being seen the 
following day. Arctic and Little Terns�ZHUH�¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH��th�DQG���th respectively and 
WKH�¿UVW�Common Swift�DUULYHG�RQ� WKH���th. Sand and House Martins�ZHUH�¿UVW� UHFRUGHG�RQ�
WKH���th�DQG���th respectively followed by Black Tern (23rd), Wood Warbler����th) and Spotted 
Flycatcher����th). Scarcer species included the only spring record of Wryneck (at Bodiam) on 
WKH��th, a Cattle Egret�DW�+RUVH�(\H�/HYHO����th��DQG�WKH�¿UVW�RI�¿YH�VSULQJ�UHFRUGV�RI�Hoopoes 
DOVR�RQ�WKH���th.

6HD�ZDWFKLQJ�FDPH�WR�WKH�IRUH�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�$SULO��'XULQJ�WKH�SHULRG���th���th, record 
numbers of both Arctic and Great Skuas�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DOO�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW��,Q�WRWDO�����Great 
Skuas�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ� WKH�PRQWK� LQFOXGLQJ�D�QHZ�FRXQW\� UHFRUG�RI�����SDVVLQJ�6SODVK�
3RLQW�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DQRWKHU�UHFRUG�FRXQW�RI�����Arctic Skuas moving east past Birling Gap the 
same day. Other species involved in offshore movements at that time were Cory’s Shearwater 
�6HOVH\�%LOO��RQ�WKH���st, Little Gull������SDVVLQJ�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�WKH���th ) and a total of over 
�����Common/Arctic Terns counted at several locations on the 23rd�DQG���th. 

)RU�VRPH�VSHFLHV�PLJUDWLRQ�SLFNHG�XS�LQ�HDUO\�0D\�ZLWK�RYHU������House Martins arriving at 
6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��st�DQG������Common Swifts�SOXV������House Martins at Pulborough Brooks 
RQ�WKH��th��7KH�¿UVW�Nightjar�DUULYHG�EDFN�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ���0D\�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�FDOOLQJ�Quail 
ZDV�KHDUG�RQ� WKH���th��0D\�DOVR�EURXJKW� D� VFDWWHULQJ�RI� VFDUFHU� VSHFLHV� LQFOXGLQJ�¿YH�White 
Storks�ZKLFK�WRXUHG�:HVW�6XVVH[�RQ�WKH��nd and 3rd, a Kentish Plover (3rd��th) and a Temminck’s 
Stint���th) both at Rye Hbr, a Rose-coloured Starling�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��th��WKH�¿UVW�RI�WKUHH�LQ�
the county during the month) and a Golden Oriole�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH��th with a further four 
seen during the month at various sites. Later in the month there was a Serin at Birling Gap on the 
��th, European Bee-eaters�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG����th��DQG�7URWWRQ�0DUVK����th), a Honey-buzzard 
DW�%HDFK\�+HDG��DOVR���th), a Tawny Pipit�DW�:RUWKLQJ����th) and a Night Heron at Pulborough 
Brooks on the 23rd��%\�PLG�0D\�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�Ospreys at Arlington Res where they stayed until 
PLG�-XQH�EXW�ZLWK�QR�VLJQ�RI�DWWHPSWHG�EUHHGLQJ�

-XQH�ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�TXLHW� LQ� WHUPV�RI�ELUGV�DOWKRXJK�LW�VWDUWHG�ZHOO�ZLWK� WZR�Black-winged 
Stilts� DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ� WKH��st and a Purple Heron at Church Norton three days later. On the 
��th�¿YH�Bee-eaters�ZHUH�VHHQ�RYHU�1LQ¿HOG�ZLWK�SUHVXPDEO\�WKH�VDPH�¿YH�RYHU�%ODFNKDP�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�GD\��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�¿YH�White Storks seen in May, a further three were at Lidsey and 
)RQWZHOO�IURP�������-XQ��$�Squacco Heron�DW�6HDIRUG�RQ�WKH���st was seen and photographed by 
MXVW�WZR�REVHUYHUV��7KH�RQO\�Storm Petrels�RI�WKH�\HDU�LQYROYHG�VLQJOHV�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW���th) and 
6HOVH\���th�DQG���th���6HD�ZDWFKLQJ�DOVR�SURGXFHG�JRRG�QXPEHUV�RI�Manx Shearwaters�ZLWK����
E off Selsey Bill on the 3rd�DQG����:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���th.

%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK�LW�ZDV�DOUHDG\�HYLGHQW�WKDW�WKH�FROG��ZHW�ZHDWKHU�FRQGLWLRQV�H[SHULHQFHG�
IURP�PLG�$SULO�WR�PLG�0D\�DQG�DJDLQ�LQ�HDUO\�-XQH�KDG�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�GLVDVWURXV�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�
IRU�PDQ\�VSHFLHV��*URXQG�QHVWLQJ�VSHFLHV� VXFK�DV�Oystercatchers, Avocets, Ringed Plovers, 
Lapwings, Common Snipes, Common Redshanks, Mediterranean Gulls, Sandwich Terns, 
Little Terns and Common Terns�ZHUH�PRVW�VHYHUHO\�DIIHFWHG�ZLWK�VRPH�QHVWV�EHLQJ�ÀRRGHG��
The poor weather reduced the food supply of other species including Honey-buzzards, Cetti’s 
Warblers and Blue Tits resulting in poor breeding success.
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Summer
7KH�WKHPH�RI�XQVHWWOHG�ZHDWKHU�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�-XQH�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�WKH�¿UVW�

half of July. In mid-month there was a week with settled high pressure, sun and high temperatures 

but it was a little more unsettled in the last week of July. August was fairly mild and warm 

WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PRQWK�ZLWK�EHORZ�DYHUDJH�UDLQIDOO��7KH�ZDUP�ZHDWKHU�FRQWLQXHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�
of September before temperatures dropped and it became noticeably cooler.

-XO\�ZDV�D�TXLHW�PRQWK�IRU�ELUGV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKOLJKWV�EHLQJ�D�Black Stork at West Burton Hill 
RQ�WKH���th and a Terek Sandpiper�RQ�WKH�$GXU�(VWXDU\�RQ�WKH���th but neither lingered being seen 
E\�RQO\�WZR�RU�WKUHH�REVHUYHUV��2WKHU�UHFRUGV�RI�LQWHUHVW�ZHUH����Manx Shearwaters passing 
Selsey Bill on the 2nd and an early departing Honey-buzzard�RQ�WKH���th.

August served up some more scarce birds starting with a Sabine’s Gull at Rye Hbr on the 
�th followed by a Temminck’s Stint�DW�0HGPHUU\����th), a Melodious Warbler at Beachy Head 
���th), a Red-footed Falcon�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3��IURP��� $XJ���6HS���D Wryneck�RQ�WKH���th (the 
¿UVW�RI����VHHQ�LQ�$XJXVW�DQG�6HSWHPEHU��DQG�D�Long-tailed Skua�RII�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th. The 
¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�VXPPHU�PLJUDQWV�JDWKHULQJ�EHIRUH�GHSDUWLQJ�ZHUH������Sand Martins at Pett Level 
RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����Willow Warblers�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th.

The theme of large numbers of summer visitors gathering before migrating southwards 
FRQWLQXHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�ZLWK�����Common Chiffchaffs�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th������DW�3HWW�
/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�D�IXUWKHU�����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th. Seven summer visitors put in their 
¿QDO�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�\HDU�GXULQJ�6HSWHPEHU��Common Nightingale���th), Common Cuckoo 
and Wood Warbler����th), Nightjar����th), Common Swift����th), Turtle Dove����th) and Little 
Ringed Plover����th���,Q�FRQWUDVW�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�YLVLWRUV�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�VKDSH�RI�Redwing on the 
��th, Great Grey Shrike�RQ�WKH���th and Brambling�RQ�WKH���th. 

Other birds of note during September included a Red-backed Shrike�DW�7HOVFRPEH�7\H���th), a 
Barred Warbler�DW�3HWW�/HYHO���th), a Dotterel�DW�%DOVGHDQ����th���¿YH�Balearic Shearwaters off 
Worthing (23rd) and a Pectoral Sandpiper�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th.

Second winter period
An anticyclone resulted in October being the wettest for seven years and the coolest for nine 

years. Things did not improve in November when a deep depression over the Atlantic brought 

south-westerly gales. There was then some respite for two weeks in mid-November before another 

ORZ�SUHVVXUH�V\VWHP�EURXJKW�QRUWKHUO\�ZLQGV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�UDLQ�SURGXFLQJ�VRPH�ORFDO�ÀRRGLQJ��
December started very cold with overnight frosts until unsettled weather returned in mid-month 

ZLWK�VWURQJ�ZLQGV�DQG�\HW�PRUH�ORFDOLVHG�ÀRRGLQJ�
7KH�KLJKOLJKW�RI�2FWREHU�±�DQG�LQGHHG�RI�WKH�\HDU�IRU�PDQ\�±�ZDV�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�¿UVW�Hooded 

Merganser� ZKLFK� UHPDLQHG� LQ� 3DJKDP�+DUERXU� IURP� �� 2FW� XQWLO� ��� 1RY�� 7KH�PRQWK� DOVR�
WXUQHG�XS�LWV�XVXDO�PL[�RI�VFDUFH�ELUGV�LQFOXGLQJ�D�Red-breasted Flycatcher�DW�&OLPSLQJ���th), 
a &RPPRQ�5RVH¿QFK�DW�3HWW���th), a total of eight Yellow-browed Warblers��IURP�WKH���th), a 
Lapland Bunting�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG����th), a Siberian Stonechat�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS����th���rd), an 
obliging Sabine’s Gull�LQ�%ULJKWRQ����th���st���DQ�HTXDOO\�REOLJLQJ�Desert Wheatear at Worthing 
���th���th), a Waxwing�DW�+DLOVKDP����th) and a Hume’s Warbler�DW�%HOOH�7RXW�����2FW�XQWLO���
Nov) plus two more Wrynecks and a Great White Egret. 

Winter visitors continued to arrive with a Fieldfare on the 3rd, and a Black-necked Grebe 
RQ� WKH� ��th� IROORZHG� WZR� GD\V� ODWHU� E\� WKH� ¿UVW�Slavonian Grebe. In comparison, November 
ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�TXLHW�DOWKRXJK�LW�GLG�SURGXFH�D�Common Crane�DW�%ODFNGRZQ����th) which was 
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WKHQ�DW�$PEHUOH\�%URRNV�XQWLO�WKH���th, a Pallas’s Leaf Warbler�DW�3\HFRPEH����th), a Black 
Brant DW�3DJKDP�+EU����th�DQG�DJDLQ�RQ����'HF���D�Little Auk at Selsey Bill (22nd) and a Great 
Grey Shrike�DW�*RVVRSV�*UHHQ����th). Waxwings (which were to be a feature in December) were 
recorded on Ashdown Forest and at Rye, a total of eight Snow Buntings was recorded at various 
ORFDWLRQV��WKH�¿UVW�Bewick’s Swans�DUULYHG�EDFN�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�KHOG������Grey 
Plovers.

'HFHPEHU�ZDV�DQRWKHU�TXLHW�PRQWK�EXW�RQH� WKDW�ZDV�HQOLYHQHG�E\�DQ� LQÀX[�RI�Waxwings 
UHFRUGHG�DW�PDQ\�ORFDWLRQV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�ZLWK�D�SHDN�WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�
�th���th. Other records of note were a Little Auk�RII�:RUWKLQJ���th), a Leach’s Petrel off Selsey 
%LOO����th��DQG�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�FRXQW�RI������Black-tailed Godwits�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�DOVR�RQ�WKH���th.

3DGG\¿HOG�:DUEOHU��3DJKDP�+DUERXU��)HEUXDU\�������'RULDQ�0DVRQ�
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Wood Warbler, Buchan Country Park, May 2012 (Malcolm Freeman)
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Classified Records for 2012

This list covers all species in Categories A and C of the BOU checklist with records of 
&DWHJRU\�'�VSHFLHV�OLVWHG�VHSDUDWHO\��$Q�LQGH[�WR�DOO�WKH�&DWHJRU\�$�DQG�&�VSHFLHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�
6\VWHPDWLF�/LVW�LV�JLYHQ�RQ�SDJHV���������

The Category A and C species are again listed in the order announced by the BOU in October 
�����DQG�LQFOXGH�WKH�IXUWKHU�PLQRU�DGMXVWPHQWV�PDGH�E\�WKH�%28�VLQFH�WKDW�GDWH��

Status descriptions
Preceding each species account, there is a brief description of its status in the county. These 

are regularly reviewed and amended to account for recent changes in status.  The terms and their 
corresponding numerical ranges are as follows:

�ƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ƉĂŝƌƐ tŝŶƚĞƌ�ͬ �WĂƐƐĂŐĞ
sĞƌǇ�ƌĂƌĞ 1-10 records in total
ZĂƌĞ Less than annual Less than annual
sĞƌǇ�ƐĐĂƌĐĞ 1-10 per year 1-20 per year
^ĐĂƌĐĞ 11-100 21-200
&ĂŝƌůǇ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ 101-1000 201-2000
�ŽŵŵŽŶ 1001-5000 2001-10,000
sĞƌǇ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ 5001-30,000 10,001-60,000
�ďƵŶĚĂŶƚ 30,000+ 60,000+

Seawatching records
6HDZDWFKLQJ� UHFRUGV� ZHUH� UHFHLYHG� IURP� VHYHUDO� VLWHV� DQG� DW� ¿YH� VLWHV� GDLO\� ORJV� ZHUH�

PDLQWDLQHG��7KH�IROORZLQJ�WDEOH�OLVWV�WKH�KRXUV�ZDWFKHG�LQ�HDFK�PRQWK�DW�WKH�¿YH�ORFDWLRQV�IRU�
which this information was available:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ dŽƚĂů
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 18 18 61 181 134 75 58 37 48 20 29 40 719
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 22 33 35 55 40 31 24 25 31 30 24 30 380
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 18 28 28 29 14 9 1 3 9 14 12 18 181
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ�;^ĞĂĨŽƌĚͿ 27 4 46 110 44 21 0 4 12 5 9 9 290
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 25 12 23 54 34 10 1 0 2 0 0 1 160

Wetland Bird Survey data
Many tables which are included in the accounts for wetland bird species refer to the monthly 

:H%6�FRXQWV��'DWD�ZHUH�VXSSOLHG�E\�WKH�:HWODQG�%LUG�6XUYH\��:H%6���D� MRLQW�VFKHPH�RI� WKH�
British Trust for Ornithology, the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, the Royal Society for the Protection 
RI�%LUGV�DQG� WKH� -RLQW�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH� �WKH� ODVW�RQ�EHKDOI�RI� WKH�&RXQWU\VLGH�
Council for Wales, the Environment and Heritage Service, English Nature and Scottish Natural 
+HULWDJH��� 7KHVH� FRXQWV� DUH� XQGHUWDNHQ� RQ� D� ¿[HG� GDWH� HDFK� PRQWK� GXULQJ� WKH� ZLQWHU�� DQG�
VRPHWLPHV�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�PRQWKV�DV�ZHOO��'XULQJ������WKH�SULRULW\�FRUH�FRXQW�GDWHV�ZHUH�����
-DQ�����)HE�����0DU����$SU�����0D\�����-XQ�����-XO�����$XJ�����6HS�����2FW�����1RY�DQG����'HF��
,Q�WKH�:H%6�WDEOHV��³QF´�VLJQL¿HV�WKDW�WKH�VLWH�ZDV�QRW�YLVLWHG��ZKLOH�³±´�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�VLWH�ZDV�
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YLVLWHG�EXW�QRQH�RI�WKDW�VSHFLHV�ZDV�VHHQ��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�¿JXUHV�TXRWHG�LQ�WKH�WDEOHV�
PD\�DSSHDU�WR�FRQWUDGLFW�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�WH[W��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�FRXQWV�PDGH�RQ�VHW�GDWHV�PD\�QRW�UHYHDO�
KLJKHU�RU�ORZHU�¿JXUHV�ZKLFK�IHDWXUH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�HDFK�PRQWK��3ULRU�WR������WKH�
sites displayed in these tables were randomly selected, invariably choosing sites with the highest 
FRXQWV��%HWZHHQ������DQG������WKH�WDEOHV�SUHVHQWHG�VLWHV�ZKHUH�DQ\�RI�WKH�PRQWKO\�FRXQWV�KHOG�
���RU�PRUH�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�IRU�WKDW�PRQWK��+RZHYHU��WKH�WDEOHV�VLQFH�WKH������UHSRUW�VKRZ�
RQO\�VLWHV�ZKHUH�WKLV�¿JXUH�LV�UHDFKHG�GXULQJ�WKH�FRUH��6HS±0DU��PRQWKO\�FRXQWV��

Breeding Bird Survey data
5HVXOWV�IURP�WKH�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\��%%6��DUH�SUHVHQWHG�RQ�SDJHV���������DV�WKH�QXPEHUV�

RI���NP�VTXDUHV�LQ�ZKLFK�HDFK�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�OHDVW�RQFH�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��7KHVH�¿JXUHV�
provide a useful indication of the relative abundance of different species although they do not 
take account of differences in detectability between species. They do not provide a measure of 
absolute abundance because BBS surveys do not detect all of the birds present in a particular 
VTXDUH��7KH�%%6� LV�RUJDQLVHG�E\� WKH�%ULWLVK�7UXVW� IRU�2UQLWKRORJ\� �%72���DQG� MRLQWO\� IXQGHG�
E\� WKH�%72�� WKH�-RLQW�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH� �-1&&��DQG� WKH�5R\DO�6RFLHW\� IRU� WKH�
Protection of Birds.

Database report
Each species account in the systematic list is written by an individual using the records 

DEVWUDFWHG�IURP�WKH�VRFLHW\¶V�&R%5$��&RXQW\�%LUG�5HFRUGLQJ�$SSOLFDWLRQ��GDWDEDVH��$V�XVXDO�WKH�
GDWDVHW�LV�D�FRPSOH[�PL[WXUH�RI�UHFRUGV�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�%ULWLVK�7UXVW�IRU�2UQLWKRORJ\��%72���
from a miscellany of recording systems used by various groups and nature reserves and from 
individual observers.

7KH�WRWDO�RI�QHDUO\���������UHFRUGV�IRU������VKRZV�D�GURS�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��
7KLV�UHGXFWLRQ�FOHDUO\�UHODWHV�WR�WKH�¿QLVK�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�%LUG�$WODV���������DQG�FRXQW\�WHWUDG�
DWODV�VXUYH\�ZKLFK��LQ�������SURYLGHG�������RI�WKH�DQQXDO�UHFRUGV��+RZHYHU��WKH������GDWDVHW�
ZDV�WKH�VL[WK�KLJKHVW�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�UHFRUGV��7KH�IROORZLQJ�WDEOH��VKRZLQJ�WKH�QXPEHUV�DQG�
SHUFHQWDJHV�RI� UHFRUG�VRXUFHV� LQ������DQG������� UHYHDOV� WKDW�RYHU�KDOI�RI� WKH� UHFRUGV� LQ������
RULJLQDWHG�IURP�%LUG7UDFN��DQ�H[FHOOHQW�RQOLQH�UHFRUGLQJ�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�WKH�VRFLHW\�HQFRXUDJHV�
members to use. BirdTrack is organised by the BTO in partnership with the Royal Society for 
WKH� 3URWHFWLRQ� RI�%LUGV� �563%���%LUGZDWFK� ,UHODQG�� WKH� 6FRWWLVK�2UQLWKRORJLVWV¶�&OXE� DQG� WKH�
Welsh Ornithological Society and continued to develop during the year. The combination of 
observations from BirdTrack and records abstracted from all online recording sources contributed 
RYHU�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�WKH�GDWDVHW�DQG�WKH�UHPDLQGHU��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�SDSHU�
records, were submitted in a suitable electronic format for importing into CoBRA.

2011 2012
BirdTrack records 66,024 35.9% 79,658 53.6%
Other BTO online surveys (Wetland Bird Survey and Breeding Bird Survey) 17,651 9.7% 19,773 13.3%
Reserve databases and seawatch datasets 41,455 22.6% 35,128 23.6%
Records captured from other recording groups 3112 1.6% 6615 4.4%
Individual observer record submissions 23,395 12.7% 7553 5.1%

1HDUO\�����REVHUYHUV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH������GDWDVHW�EXW�WKLV�LV����ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ������DQG�
FRQWLQXHV�WKH�GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�VLQFH�WKH�SHDN�RI�WKH�DWODV�¿HOGZRUN���$V�XVXDO��FRQWULEXWLRQV�YDULHG�
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FRQVLGHUDEO\�ZLWK����ELUGHUV�SURYLGLQJ�RYHU������UHFRUGV�ZKLOVW�����REVHUYHUV�ZHUH�DVFULEHG�MXVW�
a single record. The widespread recording which the atlas survey encouraged also contracted 
ZLWK�D�����UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ORFDWLRQV�IURP�ZKLFK�WKH�VRFLHW\�UHFHLYHG�UHFRUGV��7KLV�
is clearly shown in the following map which has been drawn using the same scale as in previous 
\HDUV��'XULQJ������RYHU�����RI�WKH�6XVVH[�WHWUDGV�UHFHLYHG�VRPH�UHFRUGLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�EXW�LQ������
WKLV� ¿JXUH� IHOO� WR� �����7KH� WUDGLWLRQDO� ³KROHV´� LQ�(DVW� DQG� QRUWK�ZHVW� 6XVVH[� DUH� RQFH� DJDLQ�
VKRZLQJ�EXW��DV�XVXDO��WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�KRWVSRWV��VXFK�DV�WKH�FRDVWDO�VWULS��:HVW�6XVVH[�FRPPRQV�DQG�
river valleys are shown clearly and locations such as Pulborough Brooks, Ashdown Forest, and 
Pagham, Chichester and Rye Harbours remain attractive to birdwatchers.  

 The number of records received for 2012 in each tetrad in Sussex. Dark green, >100 records; 

mid-green, 10-99 records; pale green, 1-9 records.

:LWK� UHFRUGV� IURP� FRXQW\�ZLGH� VWXGLHV� VXFK� DV� WKH� 6XVVH[� :LQWHU� %LUG� 6XUYH\� DQG� WKH�
Breeding Bird Survey coupled with the encouragement to record full lists in BirdTrack it is not 
VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FRPPRQ�DQG�ZLGHVSUHDG�VSHFLHV�KDYH�DJDLQ�EHHQ�WKH�PRVW�UHFRUGHG��LQ������
%ODFNELUG� ������ UHFRUGV���:RRGSLJHRQ� ������� DQG�%OXH�7LW� �������NHSW� WKHLU� WRS� WKUHH� VSRWV��
7KH�PRQWKO\�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�UHFRUGV�KDV��DV�H[SHFWHG��UHWXUQHG�WR�D�VLPLODU�SDWWHUQ�WR�WKDW�SULRU�WR�
WKH�DWODV�ZLWK�-XO\�SURGXFLQJ�WKH�IHZHVW�UHFRUGV�DQG�ZLWK�$SULO�DQG�0D\�WKH�PRVW��WKLV�SDWWHUQ�LV�
clearly seen in the following table.   

zĞĂƌ :ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ dŽƚĂů
2006 7876 7127 8554 13,675 11,554 9924 5824 6117 7228 7562 6511 5800 97,752
2007 9402 8444 10,159 17,415 13,789 12,029 8780 8478 9709 10,875 21,016 20,583 150,679
2008 19,756 22,753 12,871 28,121 30,519 29,683 11,818 6580 9384 8134 13,514 14,637 207,770
2009 16,846 17,132 12,301 27,696 25,316 26,790 10,357 8305 9910 9495 10,496 12,717 187,361
2010 15,667 13,087 12,085 25,367 21,987 22,219 9697 7597 9441 9937 11,623 11,404 170,111
2011 19,285 17,152 13,573 24,911 23,135 20,469 13,104 9757 11,098 10,967 10,754 9527 183,732
2012 12,713 13,321 13,506 17,682 19,265 12,953 8375 8705 10,363 10,524 10,614 10,706 148,727

Although the county bird database remains in a strong and healthy state there are some areas 
RI�LQFUHDVLQJ�FRQFHUQ��VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�YRLFHG�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�LQ�WKH�VRFLHW\¶V�QHZVOHWWHU��
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Observations of rare and scarce species or unusual “out of season” sightings are always interesting. 
+RZHYHU�� LQ� RUGHU� WR�PDLQWDLQ� WKH� LQWHJULW\� RI� WKH� GDWDEDVH� WKHVH� UHFRUGV� UHTXLUH� VXSSRUWLQJ�
HYLGHQFH�WR�EH�DVVHVVHG�E\�WKH�VRFLHW\¶V�UHFRUGV�FRPPLWWHH��6DGO\��UHFRUGV�DUH�ORVW�HDFK�\HDU�DV�
DGGLWLRQDO�QRWHV�DUH�QRW�IRUWKFRPLQJ��5HFRUGV�LQFOXGLQJ�HYLGHQFH�RI�EUHHGLQJ�IUHTXHQWO\�FDUU\�D�
³YDOXH�DGGHG´�IDFWRU�ZKHQ�SURYLGLQJ�HYLGHQFH�IRU�SODQQHUV�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�ODQG�XVH�FKDQJH��,W�ZDV�
WKRXJKW�WKLV�DVSHFW�RI�UHFRUGLQJ�ZRXOG�GHFOLQH�DIWHU�WKH�DWODV�ZDV�¿QLVKHG�DQG�VDGO\�WKHVH�IHDUV�
KDYH�EHHQ�UHDOLVHG�DV�OHVV�WKDQ�����RI�WKH������UHFRUGV�ZHUH�DFFRPSDQLHG�ZLWK�D�EUHHGLQJ�VWDWXV�
code. The change from the past two years is shown in the following table:

 
Year Possible (%) Probable (%) &RQ¿UPHG����
���� � � ��
���� � � ��
���� � 3 �

The proliferation of birding websites and personal blogs has revolutionised the dissemination 
of news, sightings, photographs and opinions. However, it is evident that many sightings are not 
WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�UHFRUGV�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�GDWDEDVH�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�6XVVH[�%LUG�
Report. In turn, such records may not be immediately available to researchers and conservationists 
PDNLQJ�HQTXLULHV�HLWKHU�WR�WKH�6XVVH[�%LRGLYHUVLW\�5HFRUGV�&HQWUH�RU�WR�WKLV�VRFLHW\��6LQFH�WKH�
LQFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRFLHW\¶V�ZHEVLWH��HIIRUWV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�WR�FDSWXUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�GDWDEDVH�
but for several reasons this has not been possible. This will remain an issue in the future.

6HYHUDO� VHWV� RI� ����� UHFRUGV� ZHUH� FDSWXUHG� LQWR� &R%5$� FRQVLGHUDEO\� ODWHU� WKDQ� XVXDO���
$OWKRXJK� WKLV�PDNHV� OLWWOH� GLIIHUHQFH� WR� WKH�¿QDO� GDWDEDVH� LW�PHDQV� WKH� DXWKRUV� RI� WKH� DQQXDO�
6XVVH[�%LUG�5HSRUW�QRW�RQO\�UHFHLYH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�GUDIW�VSHFLHV�DFFRXQWV�ODWHU�WKDQ�
ideal, but also spend time analysing incomplete sets of records. Correcting and inserting records 
LV� D� WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ� H[HUFLVH�ZKLFK� FDQ� HDVLO\� LQWURGXFH� HUURUV�� DOO� SUREOHPV�ZKLFK� FRXOG�EH�
avoided by the more timely submission of records. 

7KH�VRFLHW\¶V�GDWDEDVH�LV�QRZ�DSSURDFKLQJ����\HDUV�RI�DJH�DQG�UXQV�RQ�DQ�RXW�GDWHG�RSHUDWLQJ�
system which is unlikely to be supported by Microsoft for much longer. CoBRA now holds 
RYHU���PLOOLRQ�ELUG�UHFRUGV�DQG�KDV�SURYHQ�WR�EH�D�YHU\�ÀH[LEOH�DQG�UHOLDEOH�WRRO�EXW� WKH�WLPH�
is approaching for change. Plans are well developed to create a replacement but the challenge 
remains over the coming year for the transfer of the current large collection of records to a new 
database and to operate a different system enabling the incorporation of future records without 
DVNLQJ� IRU� DQ\� FKDQJHV� LQ� WKH� UHFRUGLQJ� KDELWV� RI� RXU� PHPEHUV�� >-RKQ� 1HZQKDP�� 'DWDEDVH�
0DQDJHU��-XO\�����@

Distribution maps
The distribution maps for certain species include a range of symbols:

Large red circle �ŽŶĮƌŵĞĚ�ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ
Medium red circle Probable breeding
Small red circle Seen in suitable breeding habitat
Small open circle All other records with a grid reference

 14 Classified records for 2012
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Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Fairly common resident.

0XWH�6ZDQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VLWHV�
were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 696 548 527 497 602 580 536 605 732 632 891 774
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 189 97 81 110 121 149 164 121 205 137 218 254
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 8 65 35 35 15 20 22 26 27 21 13 5
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 67 85 54 48 42 36 nc 63 52 59 79 57
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ 35 15 47 56 45 56 56 68 52 24 18 19
�ƌƵŶ�; �̂ŽĨ��ƌƵŶĚĞůͿ 38 22 45 88 67 66 62 77 61 21 117 31
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 40 31 34 68 127 72 50 49 74 94 74 75
hƉƉĞƌ��ĚƵƌ�>ĞǀĞůƐ 49 51 1 nc nc nc nc nc nc 36 61 54
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 41 44 37 5 5 2 3 nc 22 26 28 29
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 50 45 23 9 15 26 44 52 36 42 50 45
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ 74 26 28 8 37 nc nc nc 30 32 57 67
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 36 22 115 39 106 130 114 125 94 86 123 77

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�LQFOXGHG����DW�,GHQ�
�5\H��RQ���)HE�DQG�����DW�$SXOGUDP��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����-XQ��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��
WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ���1RY��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�
�����NP�VTXDUHV�RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-DQ�

0XWH�6ZDQ��5\H�+DUERXU��0D\�������%DUU\�<DWHV�
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%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP����VLWHV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH� LQ�DW� OHDVW�DQRWKHU� WKUHH��7KH�¿UVW�
UHSRUWV�RI�QHVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZHUH�DW�6KHUPDQEXU\�RQ����0DU�DQG�DW�%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��RQ�WKH���th.  
7KH�¿UVW�QHVW�ZLWK�DQ�HJJ�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�5RVH�*UHHQ�RQ���$SU��EXW�WKH�QHVW�DOVR�FRQWDLQHG�D�ZKLWH�
HOHFWULFDO�¿WWLQJ�DERXW�HJJ�VL]H��7KH�¿UVW�DGXOWV�ZLWK�F\JQHWV��IRXU��ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�:LVWRQ�3RQG�
�6WH\QLQJ��DQG�DW�)LOVKDP�/15��VL[�F\JQHWV��RQ���0D\��7KH�QXPEHUV�RI�F\JQHWV�YDULHG�IURP�WZR�
to eight at Runcton GP (Chichester) and at East Beach Pond (Selsey).

'HVSLWH�WKH�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�UHFRUGHG�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\�MXVW����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�SDVVLQJ�WKH�
principal seawatching sites.

During the second winter period there were still consistent numbers at many sites with over 
����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�DQG�RYHU����DW�6FRWQH\�*3��>:(&@

Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus

Scarce winter visitor and very scarce passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

%HZLFN¶V�6ZDQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV��D�UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�ODVW�\HDU¶V�����7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�
counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 31 6 - - - - - - - - - 34
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 31 - - - - - - - - - - 14
hƉƉĞƌ��ĚƵƌ�>ĞǀĞůƐ - - nc nc nc nc nc nc - - 20
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ - 5 - - - nc - - - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

7KH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�EHWZHHQ�$UXQGHO�DQG�3XOERURXJK�UHPDLQV�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DUHD�
for this wintering species although the Adur Valley is a secondary site of importance. During 
WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�QXPEHUV�UHPDLQHG�FRQVWDQW�LQ�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\��IROORZLQJ����RQ���-DQ�DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�WKH�ORZHVW�FRXQW�ZDV����RQ���DQG���-DQ�EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH����WR����RQ�QLQH�GDWHV�
LQ�WKH�SHULRG��)ROORZLQJ�D�SHDN�RI����RQ����)HE�QXPEHUV�GURSSHG�RII�PDUNHGO\�DV�ELUGV�UHWXUQHG�
HDVWZDUGV��WKHUH�EHLQJ�RQO\�HLJKW�RQ�WKH�¿QDO�GD\�����)HE��7KHUH�ZHUH�VPDOOHU�QXPEHUV��XVXDOO\�QR�
PRUH�WKDQ�¿YH��HOVHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�6WH\QLQJ�DQG�3HWW�/HYHO��EXW�LQFOXGLQJ����DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�
LQ�WKH�$GXU�9DOOH\�RQ����)HE�

7KH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�ÀRFN�DSSHDUHG�WR�LQFOXGH�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�IRXU�MXYHQLOHV��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�
preceding breeding season had not been good.

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�¿UVW�WZR�$UXQ�9DOOH\�ELUGV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�
���1RY��7KH�¿UVW� VL]HDEOH�QXPEHU� LQ� WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�ZDV����RQ���'HF�EXW� WKH�KLJKHVW� FRXQW�
WKHUHDIWHU�ZDV�RQO\�F����RQ�WKH���th��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�QXPEHUV�HOVHZKHUH�IURP�
WHQ��LQFOXGLQJ�WZR�\RXQJVWHUV��LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����1RY�WR����DW�6WH\QLQJ�/HYHOV�RQ����'HF�DQG�
���RQ�WKH�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�LQ�WKH�$GXU�9DOOH\�RQ����'HF��VR�WKHUH�VHHPHG�WR�EH�F����DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�
FRXQW\�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�'HFHPEHU���>:(&@�
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Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�¿UVW�SUREDEO\�ZLOG�ELUG�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�WKH�(DVW�5RWKHU�/HYHOV�RQ����
-DQ�ZKLFK�DSSHDUHG�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�DUHD�XQWLO���)HE��$Q�DGXOW�ELUG��JHQHUDOO\�UHJDUGHG�
DV�IHUDO�DQG�VHHQ�LQ�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��ZDV�VHHQ�RQ�VHYHUDO�GDWHV�IURP���-DQ�WR����$SU�DQG�DJDLQ�RQ�
23 Dec in the general area of the Upper Adur Levels and what may have been the same bird was 
VHHQ�DW�$OERXUQH�RQ���-XO�

,Q� WKH� VHFRQG� ZLQWHU� SHULRG� WKHUH� ZHUH� MXVW� WZR� UHFRUGV��$� VLQJOH� ELUG� ZKLFK� DUULYHG� DW�
1HZHQGHQ�0DUVK��1RUWKLDP��RQ���1RY�ZDV�MRLQHG�E\�DQRWKHU�WKHUH�RQ����'HF��,Q�WKH�ZHVW��WZR�
ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����'HF��>:(&@

Bean Goose Anser fabalis 

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

The only record was of a ZLGHO\�DGPLUHG�ÀRFN�RI�IRXU�ELUGV��RI�WKH�7XQGUD�IRUP��A.f.rossicus, 
SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�+HQ¿HOG�/HYHOV�DUHD�IURP����WR����)HE��$5.���>$+@

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Also recorded as a feral bird. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KHUH�ZHUH��LQ�HIIHFW��RQO\�WKUHH�UHFRUGV��)RXU�ELUGV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���-DQ�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�
WR�EH�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKRVH�UHFRUGHG�WKHUH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�������PR���WKH\�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�XQWLO����0DU�
EXW�ZHUH�DOVR�VHHQ�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ���)HE�DQG�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th. Two were recorded, and 
SKRWRJUDSKHG��DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�RQ����-DQ��$5.���,Q�-XQH��D�ORQH�ELUG�VHHQ�DW�&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ�RQ�WKH���th�ZDV�SUHVXPDEO\�LQMXUHG�RU�KDG�HVFDSHG�IURP�D�ZLOGIRZO�FROOHFWLRQ��>-$+@

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. European race (A.a. albifrons) is a red listed 

species of high conservation concern.

7KRXJK�QRW�XS�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU¶V�QXPEHUV�������ZDV�DQRWKHU�JRRG�\HDU�IRU�WKLV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�
VFDUFH�ZLQWHU�YLVLWRU��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�\HDU�RQ�1HZ�<HDU¶V�'D\��ZHUH�RI�ELUGV�SUHVHQW�DW�3HWW�
/HYHO����:�SDVW�:LGHZDWHU��/DQFLQJ��DQG�RQH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��'XULQJ�-DQXDU\��ZLQWHULQJ�
ÀRFN�QXPEHUV�YDULHG�ZLGHO\�LQ�ERWK�5\H�%D\�DQG�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\��1XPEHUV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�YDULHG�
from eight on the 2nd�WKURXJK����RQ�WKH��th�DQG��th�����RQ�WKH���th and 22nd�FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ����RQ�
WKH���th�DQG���st��7KLV�ÀRFN�ZDV�REYLRXVO\�PRELOH�DV�QXPEHUV�ÀXFWXDWHG�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�DW�
6FRWQH\�*3�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�¿YH�RQ�WKH���th��1XPEHUV�LQ�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�DOVR�ÀXFWXDWHG��IURP�IRXU�
RQ���-DQ�WKH\�URVH�WR����RQ�WKH���nd DQG�¿QLVKHG�WKH�PRQWK�ZLWK����RQ�WKH���st. It appears that there 
ZHUH�DW�OHDVW����LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�DW�WKH�PRQWK¶V�HQG��(OVHZKHUH��&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�KHOG�WZR�EHWZHHQ�
���-DQ�DQG����)HE�
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7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�LQÀX[�RI�ELUGV�LQ�)HEUXDU\�DV�QXPEHUV�LQ�5\H�%D\�KDG�ULVHQ�WR�DW�OHDVW����RQ�WKH�
��th��)URP�VHYHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH��th�QXPEHUV�URVH�WR����RQ�WKH���th�ZKLOH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO����ZHUH�
FRXQWHG�WKH�VDPH�GD\��0HDQZKLOH��WKH�ÀRFN�LQ�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�UHPDLQHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
DQG��DOWKRXJK�QXPEHUV�ÀXFWXDWHG��WKHUH�ZHUH�VWLOO����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���st. Elsewhere, a single bird 
ZDV�VHHQ�DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�RQ�WKH��th��D�ÀRFN�RI�VHYHQ�ELUGV�ZDV�SUHVHQW�LQ�¿HOGV�EHKLQG�WKH�1RUWK�
:DOO��3DJKDP�+EU��EHWZHHQ�WKH���th�DQG���th and there were two in the Lower Cuckmere Valley 
until the 23rd��SUHVXPDEO\�DOO�WKHVH�ZHUH�ZDQGHUHUV�IURP�WKH�WZR�PDLQ�DUHDV��3HDN�QXPEHUV�LQ�
)HEUXDU\�ZHUH�SUREDEO\�DW�OHDVW��������

1RQH�RI�WKH�ZLQWHULQJ�ELUGV�UHPDLQHG�EH\RQG����)HE��WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�IRU�0DUFK�ZDV�RI���(�
SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th.

$XWXPQ�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�W\SLFDOO\�VSDUVH��WKH�RQO\�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�
RQ����6HS��DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����DQG����1RY�DQG����DQG����'HF��$�ÀRFN�RI����RQ�/HZHV�
%URRNV�RQ����1RY�LQFUHDVHG�WR����E\����'HF�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ����'HF��>$+@

Greylag Goose Anser anser

Increasingly common introduced resident and winter visitor; scarce passage migrant. 

(Native population in UK is amber listed species of medium conservation concern).

7KLV� VSHFLHV� ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP� ���� WHWUDGV� ZLWK� WKH� KLJKHVW� QXPEHUV� EHLQJ� UHFRUGHG� DW�
Pulborough Brooks, Warnham LNR, Weir Wood Res and the Rye Bay area. The monthly WeBS 
counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 962 1177 249 144 254 460 618 539 1050 673 1126 845
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 2 10 15 3 19 34 nc 4 1 10 14 24
WĞƚǁŽƌƚŚ�WĂƌŬ - nc - nc nc nc nc 53 117 - - -
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 57 5 18 7 28 5 21 113 14 275 16 39
tĂƌŶŚĂŵ�>EZ 46 74 - nc nc nc nc nc 12 - 3 -
hƉƉĞƌ��ĚƵƌ�>ĞǀĞůƐ - 96 - nc nc nc nc nc nc 55 - 11
�ƌĚŝŶŐůǇ�ZĞƐ nc 120 - 9 21 nc 19 nc - - 90 342
ů̂ĂƵŐŚĂŵ�DW - - 12 7 10 43 17 nc 177 2 - -
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 70 50 61 6 - nc - - 61 130 50 -
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 5 6 15 2 - - - 141 188 - - -
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 4 - - 1 5 15 6 - - - 57 1
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 708 726 111 64 137 329 506 147 444 191 828 396

5\H�%D\�KHOG�DERXW� WZR�WKLUGV�RI�DOO� WKH�ELUGV�QRWHG� LQ� WKH�FRXQW\� LQ� WKH�HDUO\�SDUW�RI� WKH�
\HDU��ZLWK�WKH�)HEUXDU\�:H%6�FRXQW�RI�����EHLQJ�WKH�ELJJHVW��$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHSRUWV�IURP�
HLJKW�ORFDWLRQV�RI�FRXQWV�RI�RYHU�����ELUGV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�RQO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQW�
DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����-DQ�DQG�����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�
RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\�VL[�RI�WKH�������NP�
VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�$UGLQJO\�5HV�RQ����-DQ�

&RQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RQO\�UHFHLYHG�IURP�DURXQG�VHYHQ�VLWHV��EXW�WKLV�VXUHO\�GRHV�
QRW�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�VXFFHVV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQW\�



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 
117 

 Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Systematic list 19

SU

SZ

TQ

TV

TR

0

1

2

3

4

8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

  Total...............:- 120 (12%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    7 (1%)
Probably breeding..:-    2 (0%)
Possibly breeding..:-    2 (0%)
Present only.......:-  109 (10%)

3RVW�EUHHGLQJ�ÀRFNV�EHJDQ�WR�DVVHPEOH�DW�WUDGLWLRQDO�VLWHV�LQ�$XJXVW�DQG�6HSWHPEHU��1RWDEOH�
FRXQWV�ZHUH�����ELUGV�RQ�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����$XJ������DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th������
DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����6HS��'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG��KLJK�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ����'HF������
DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ���'HF������DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�RQ����'HF�DQG�����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����
1RY�DQG����'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�RQO\�IRXU�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG���>$+@

Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Common and increasing introduced resident and partial migrant.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW�
the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 2141 2560 733 389 318 348 519 1064 1967 1819 2190 3240
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ - - - - 3 - nc 17 11 22 192 265
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 26 124 51 35 36 13 nc 6 - 2 27 18
WĞƚǁŽƌƚŚ�WĂƌŬ 38 17 21 nc nc nc nc 169 325 - 91 -
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 750 794 55 53 91 16 11 35 3 1123 816 831
<ŶĞƉƉ�DW - 27 75 53 9 14 - 3 32 - - -
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ 150 65 32 14 8 35 36 251 44 - 118 9
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 62 131 31 - nc nc nc nc 48 42 17 1
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 44 66 16 2 - - 13 140 310 5 3 6
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐ 5 32 19 8 6 5 39 12 467 7 - 2
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 4 30 280 433
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 135 1 71 34 21 59 91 19 33 4 14 21
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ 102 99 30 8 10 nc nc nc 2 40 42 225
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 300 841 32 nc nc nc nc nc 396 221 235 461
tĂĚŚƵƌƐƚ�WĂƌŬ 22 40 50 10 nc nc nc nc nc - - 216
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 288 89 93 28 45 48 178 93 214 205 210 407
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The Arun Valley and Bewl Water held between a half and two thirds of the winter population 
RI�WKLV�XELTXLWRXV�VSHFLHV��WKRXJK�DOPRVW�DQ\�DUHD�RI�IUHVK�ZDWHU�DQG�JUDVV�ZDV�OLDEOH�WR�KROG�RQH�
RU�PRUH�SDLUV��1RWDEOH�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH������
DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���-DQ������DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�����WKHUH�RQ����)HE������DW�&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ�RQ���-DQ�IROORZHG�E\�����WKHUH�RQ����-DQ�DQG�RQ����)HE������DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�
+EU��RQ���)HE�DQG�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����)HE��,Q�$SULO��WKH�FRXQW�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�ZDV�RI�
����RQ�WKH���rd�DQG�����ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����0D\�

%UHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�RYHU����VLWHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��EXW�DVLGH�IURP�5\H�+EU��ZLWK�
¿YH�SDLUV��DQG�3HWW�/HYHO��WKUHH�SDLUV��WKH\�ZHUH�DOO�RI�RQH�RU�WZR�SDLUV�
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  Total...............:- 200 (19%)
Confirmed breeding.:-   22 (2%)
Probably breeding..:-   10 (1%)
Possibly breeding..:-    4 (0%)
Present only.......:-  164 (16%)

$�FRXQW�RI�����ELUGV�RQ�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ���-XO�ZDV�HDUO\�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�ELJ�SRVW�EUHHGLQJ�ÀRFN�DQG�
PD\�KDYH�UHÀHFWHG�WKH�SRRU�ZHDWKHU�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��7KH�ÀRFN�WKHUH�SHDNHG�DW�����
RQ����$XJ��DQG�WKLV�WRWDO�ZDV�RQO\�VXUSDVVHG�E\�WKH�DXWXPQ�ÀRFN�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��ZKLFK�
UHDFKHG������ELUGV�RQ����2FW�DQG������RQ����1RY��2WKHU�QRWDEOH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
RQ���2FW������DW�/LWOLQJWRQ��&XFNPHUH�9DOOH\��RQ����2FW������DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ���1RY�DQG�
����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ���'HF��>$+@

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Very scarce winter visitor, often in severe weather, and an increasingly common feral 

resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

2011: Given the unusual date, the unprecedented numbers involved, the apparent lack of any 
RWKHU�UHFRUGV�LQ�WKH�(QJOLVK�&KDQQHO�DUHD�DW�WKDW�WLPH��DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�ÀRFN�ZDV�YHU\�KLJK�LQ�
WKH�VN\��WKH�UHFRUG�RI�����%DUQDFOH�*HHVH�RQ����2FW�LV�QRZ�QRW�DFFHSWHG�

2012��7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\���� WHWUDGV��ELDVHG� WRZDUGV� WKH�H[WUHPH�HQGV�RI�
WKH�FRXQW\��8QOLNH�ODVW�\HDU� WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�UHSRUWV� WKLV�\HDU�ZHUH�RI�GH¿QLWHO\�IHUDO�ELUGV�DQG�
WKH�UHPDLQGHU�ZHUH�WDLQWHG�ZLWK�WKDW�SRVVLELOLW\��,Q�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\�VPDOO�QXPEHUV�QRWHG�DW�
VHYHUDO�VLWHV�����DW�7KH�0LGULSV�RQ���-DQ�DQG�RQH�RQ�3HWW�/HYHO�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��EXW�¿YH�WKHUH�
RQ����)HE���VHYHQ�RQ�*O\QGH�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th and four at Weir Wood Res on 2 Feb which may 
KDYH�DOO�KDG�UHDVRQDEOH�ZLOG�FUHGHQWLDOV��$�SDLU�VHHQ�RQ�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ����DQG����0DU�DQG�
at Chichester GP three days later, may have been the same birds and also may have been wild.  
2EYLRXVO\�IHUDO�ÀRFNV�LQFOXGHG�D�SHULRG�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�RQ����-DQ�DQG��LQ�WKH�
5\H�%D\�DUHD��D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�-XU\¶V�*DS�RQ����)HE��
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A female in the Pagham Harbour area which paired with a Canada Goose produced four 
hybrid young. The only second winter period records that might refer to wild birds were a single 
ELUG� VHHQ� VHYHUDO� WLPHV�DPRQJVW� WKH�'DUN�EHOOLHG�%UHQW�*RRVH�ÀRFN�DURXQG� WKH�3DJKDP�+EU�
0HGPHUU\�DUHD�EHWZHHQ����DQG����'HF��DQG�D�ÀRFN�RI����DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ����'HF��7KH�
UHVLGHQW�IHUDO�ÀRFN�DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�VWDUWHG�DQG�¿QLVKHG�WKH�\HDU�DW����ELUGV��RQH�GRZQ�IURP�ODVW�
\HDU��DQG�WKH�5\H�%D\�ÀRFN�SHDNHG�DW����DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ����'HF��>$+@

Brent Goose Branta bernicla 

Very common winter visitor and passage migrant; very scarce non-breeder in summer. 

Red listed species of high conservation concern.

0RVW� RI� WKLV� DFFRXQW� UHODWHV� WR� WKH� GDUN�EHOOLHG� %UHQW� *RRVH�� B.b.bernicla, which is the 
FRPPRQ�IRUP�LQ�6XVVH[��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VLWHV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 11,214 13,519 8043 14 13 15 13 - 470 5157 10,686 12,325
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 8350 10,052 7776 13 13 14 13 - 469 5086 8687 8904
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ 914 820 - - - - nc - - - 54 910
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1816 2500 246 - - - - - - 58 1910 2270

Numbers recorded in the WeBS counts were similar to the last two years and, again, the vast 
PDMRULW\�RI�ELUGV�ZHUH�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�WZR�ZHVWHUQ�KDUERXUV��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�DUHD�ZKHUH�PRUH�
WKDQ�DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�ZDV�5\H�%D\��ZKHUH�XS�WR�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�WKURXJK�
-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\��EXW�SDVVDJH�ELUGV�ZHUH�EULHÀ\�UHFRUGHG�DW�PDQ\�RWKHU�FRDVWDO�VLWHV��7KH�
RQO\�LQODQG�VLJKWLQJV�LQ�-DQXDU\�ZHUH�RI�RQH�DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�RQ�WKH��st��¿YH�RQ�%HZO�
Water on the 22nd�DQG�RQH�DW�&URZKXUVW�RQ�WKH���th. There were two late records: one on Arlington 
5HV�RQ���$SU�DQG�RQH�ZKLFK�ÀHZ�RYHU�%DUFRPEH�5HV�RQ�WKH�YHU\�ODWH�GDWH�RI����0D\��

,ŝŐŚĞƐƚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ

:ĂŶ 2270 904, Birling Gap, 16th

&Ğď 322 150, Worthing, 28th

DĂƌ 7712
2500, Birling Gap, 16th

1953, Splash point, 15th

�Ɖƌ 776 174, Splash Point, 9th

DĂǇ 98 ϰϮ �͕dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ �͕ϭϰth 

dŽƚĂů 11,178

(DVWZDUGV�SDVVDJH�VHHPHG�WR�VWDUW�YHU\�HDUO\��WKH�¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�����(�SDVW�6SODVK�
3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ����-DQ�IROORZHG�E\�����(�ELUGV�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�D�IXUWKHU������
(�SDVW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��6WUDQJHO\��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO������ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�KHDGLQJ�
ZHVW��DQG�RQO\�RQH�HDVW��+RZHYHU��DIWHU�WKDW�HDUO\�VWDUW��FRXQWV�LQ�)HEUXDU\�ZHUH�YHU\�ORZ��WKH�
EHVW�ZDV�����(�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th��,W�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO����0DU��ZKHQ�REVHUYHUV�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�
UHFRUGHG������(�WKDW�PLJUDWLRQ�VWDUWHG�LQ�HDUQHVW��7KHVH�ZHUH�IROORZHG�E\������(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�
the following day. These two days were the peak days as recorded numbers thereafter were much 
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UHGXFHG�DQG�GLG�QRW�H[FHHG�����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�WKH���rd��,W�ZDV�D�EHWWHU�VSULQJ��-DQXDU\�0D\��
WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�IRU�HDVWZDUGV�SDVVDJH��������DQG�RYHU�����EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�RI������
IRU�WKH�SUHYLRXV����\HDUV��7KH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�PD[LPXP�UHFRUGHG�DW�DQ\�RQH�
principal seawatching site on any one day are given in the table above.

The monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows: 

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
E W E W E W E W E W E W E W E W E W

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 103 265 14 5 2308 4 299 12 14 - - 51 12 219 42 49 141 38
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 908 21 46 1 2252 - 65 - - - - 17 - 45 162 517 - 350
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 210 42 214 90 1280 1 141 - 3 - 4 17 21 230 17 82 264 77
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 269 9 58 25 3200 7 216 - 47 - - - 26 15 21 4 94 6
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 1631 13 47 6 4341 - 242 - 47 - - - - - - - - -
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 525 17 30 - 6078 - 563 1 17 - 1 14 15 1 15 4 179 3

7KHUH�ZDV�WKH�XVXDO�VFDWWHULQJ�RI�VXPPHULQJ�ELUGV��PRVWO\�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��SHDNLQJ�DW����RQ�
ERWK���-XO�DQG����$XJ��(OVHZKHUH��D�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�DW�5\H�+EU�EHWZHHQ����DQG����0D\��DQG�MXVW�
RQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����-XO��7KH�¿UVW�DXWXPQ�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�DQG�
ZHVW�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����6HS��VPDOO�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�WKHQ�UHFRUGHG�DW�D�QXPEHU�RI�VHDZDWFKLQJ�
VLWHV� XQWLO� WKH�PRQWK¶V� HQG��1XPEHUV� LQFUHDVHG� VWHDGLO\� WKHUHDIWHU� DQG� E\� ���2FW�� �����ZHUH�
recorded at Thorney Island.  There were rather fewer autumn reports away from the usual sites 
WKDQ�LQ�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WKUHH�LQODQG�UHFRUGV��RQ����2FW�D�ÀRFN�RI�����ZDV�VHHQ�DW�
7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��KHDGLQJ�KLJK�6:��WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�DQ�XQVHHQ�DQG�XQFRXQWHG�QRFWXUQDO�ÀRFN�
ZDV�KHDUG�DW�WKH�VDPH�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�����ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�KHDGLQJ�6:�RYHU�%HZO�:DWHU��

7KHUH�ZDV�D�VFDWWHULQJ�RI�UHFRUGV�RI� WKH�GLVWLQFWLYH�SDOH�EHOOLHG�IRUP��B.b.hrota, during the 
HDUO\� SDUW� RI� WKH� \HDU�� RQH� SDVVHG�%LUOLQJ�*DS� RQ� ��� -DQ� LQ� WKH� FRPSDQ\� RI� WKH� ELUGV� RI� WKH�
QRPLQDWH�IRUP��RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����-DQ�WR���)HE��WZR�ZHUH�LQ�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�
IURP���WR����)HE��WZR�ZHUH�DW�6FRWQH\��*3�DOVR�RQ�WKH���th, three birds were at Pett Level from 
���WR����)HE�DQG�D�ÀRFN�RI�VHYHQ�ELUGV�ZDV�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th. A single bird was recorded at 
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����0D\�

7KH�¿UVW�DXWXPQ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�WZR�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����6HS��EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�PRUH�VLJKWLQJV�
XQWLO�D�VHULHV�RI�UHFRUGV�EHWZHHQ���1RY�DQG����'HF��RI�SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUG��LQ�ERWK�3DJKDP�
DQG�&KLFKHVWHU�+DUERXUV��,W��RU�DQRWKHU��ZDV�VHHQ�DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ����'HF�DQG�DW�:HVW�:LWWHULQJ�
RQ�WKH���th�ZLWK�GDUN�EHOOLHG�%UHQWV���

A bird showing characteristics of the form Black Brant B.b.nigricans was recorded in 
&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�IURP����WR����-DQ��',6�et al.) and was thought to be the bird seen at West Wittering 
LQ�������,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�RQH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����WR����1RY��60%��
$+��DQG�DJDLQ�RQ����'HF��'&��%.��ZLWK�DQRWKHU��RU�SUREDEO\�WKH�VDPH��DW�:HVW�:LWWHULQJ�RQ����
'HF��%))���>$+@

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca

9HU\�VFDUFH�LQWURGXFHG�UHVLGHQW��EUHG�IRU�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ������

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�ZDV�HOHYHQ�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ����-DQ��$�SDLU�
was also present at Benbow Pond (Midhurst), up to four birds were in the Arun Valley area and 
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three were at Cuckmere Haven. There were also records of birds at Brighthams Fm (Partridge 
*UHHQ��DQG�:DGKXUVW�3DUN�DQG�RI�VKRUW�VWD\�ELUGV�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3��%XUWRQ�03�DQG�,¿HOG�03�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�%HQERZ�3RQG�RQ����$SU��DQ�HDUO\�EURRG�RI�IRXU�ÀHGJHG�MXYHQLOHV�
ZLWK�DQ�DGXOW�SDLU��DQG�DW�([FHDW�%ULGJH�RQ����-XQ��D�SDLU�ZLWK�IRXU�MXYHQLOHV���7KHUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGV�
RI�ELUGV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�GXULQJ�$SULO�DQG�RI�IRXU�MXYHQLOHV�RQ����0D\��EXW�WKHVH�GLG�QRW�
EUHHG�RQ�WKH�UHVHUYH��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�UHFRUGV�IURP�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�EHWZHHQ����0DU�DQG�
���$XJ��ZKHQ�WZHQW\�VL[�ELUGV��D�QHZ�FRXQW\�UHFRUG��UHDSSHDUHG�WKHUH��LQGLFDWLQJ�HLWKHU�ORFDOO\�
XQUHFRUGHG�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV�RU�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�ÀRFN�WR�EUHHG�HOVHZKHUH�EHIRUH�UHWXUQLQJ�
to Petworth Park. During the summer period there were also records of single birds at Arlington 
5HV�DQG�ELUGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�IRU�RQH�GD\�RQO\�DW�+HQ¿HOG��:HLU�:RRG�5HV�DQG�%HZO�:DWHU�

%\� ���6HS� WKH� 3HWZRUWK� 3DUN� ÀRFN� KDG� UHGXFHG� WR� HLJKW�� EXW� RQ� ���6HS� ��� ELUGV�ZHUH� DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV� �DSSDUHQWO\� IRU� RQO\� D� GD\�� DQG� RQ� ��� 6HS� VHYHQ�ZHUH� DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV���
'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�ÀRFN�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�SHDNHG�DW�WHQ�RQ����'HF��EXW�WKH�ODVW�
ELUG�UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�ZDV�RQ���2FW�DQG��DVLGH�IURP�3HWZRUWK�3DUN��WKH�RQO\�UHFRUGV�
RI�³ZLQWHU�UHVLGHQWV´�ZHUH�WZR�DW�%XUWRQ�%ODFN�3RQG�DQG�XS�WR�VL[�DW�%HZO�:DWHU��(PSKDVLVLQJ�
WKH�PRELOH�QDWXUH�RI�QRQ�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV��¿YH��SHUKDSV�WKH�VDPH��ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�
�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ���2FW�DQG�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO�RQ���DQG���'HF��DQG�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����
1RY��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�UHFRUG�ZDV�WZR�DW�,¿HOG�03�RQ����'HF��>-5&@

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce breeding species. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 795 873 757 377 347 251 37 35 59 56 203 643
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 355 563 422 117 86 76 5 5 45 42 91 454
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ - - - 22 19 30 nc 17 3 5 11 3
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 270 246 115 132 99 63 - 3 1 5 65 99
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 70 12 88 56 37 22 10 - - 2 19 48
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 92 38 122 48 103 60 22 10 10 2 16 33

7KH�PD[LPXP�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQW�RI�����ZDV�ZHOO�EHORZ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH��DQG�QR�VLWH�
H[FHHGHG�WKH�����WKUHVKROG�IRU�VLWHV�RI�QDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH��$�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQW�QRW�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�
WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�DERYH�ZDV�RI����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-XQ��

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�PRYHPHQWV�SDVW�WKH�PDLQ�VHD�ZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�¿YH�PRQWKV�
of the year and in December, as shown in the table below. Notably there were high westerly 
PRYHPHQWV�GXULQJ�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\��SUREDEO\�RI�ELUGV�GLVSODFHG�E\�FROG�ZHDWKHU�

$�QHVW�ZLWK�\RXQJ�RQ���0D\�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU��%UHHGLQJ�
was also recorded at Medmerry, Yapton, Arundel WWT (probably two broods), Pulborough 
Brooks (three broods) and Pevensey Levels. Single broods were recorded at Pett Level, Rye Hbr 
DQG�(DVW�*XOGHIRUG��DQG�¿YH�EURRGV�RI����MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH�DW�7KH�0LGULSV�RQ����-XQH��$OWKRXJK�
WKHUH�ZHUH� QR� FRQ¿UPHG� UHSRUWV� RI� EUHHGLQJ� DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU� MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� WKHUH�
EHWZHHQ����$XJ�DQG����6HSW�
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ �ĞĐ
W E W E W E W E W E W E

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 22 6 1 2 23 10 29 10 14 24
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 22 10 2 8 6
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 34 35 4 5 13 6 2 10 4 10
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 3 2 4
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 30 7 4 3 41 4 35 4
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 44 3 3 1 23 5 5 2 25

$V�XVXDO�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�ZHUH�ORZ�EHWZHHQ�-XO\�WKURXJK�2FWREHU��EHFDXVH�
RI�WKH�DQQXDO�H[RGXV�RI�PRVW�DGXOWV�WR�PRXOWLQJ�VLWHV�RXWVLGH�WKH�FRXQW\��EXW�WKH\�EXLOW�XS�DJDLQ�
GXULQJ�1RYHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU�DV�ZLQWHULQJ�ELUGV�UHWXUQHG��>-5&@

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata

Scarce introduced resident.

0DQGDULQ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV��ZHOO�EHORZ�WKH�OHYHOV�RI�UHFHQW�\HDUV��3HDN�QXPEHUV�LQ�
the winter and breeding seasons were also below recent levels. Records were mainly from the 
Arun Valley and across the High Weald.

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV����DW�)ODWWHQGHQ�/DNH��:DGKXUVW��RQ����-DQ��
DQG�WKH�QH[W�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�WHQ�HDFK�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����-DQ��:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����-DQ�
DQG�(ULGJH�3DUN�RQ����0DU�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�VHYHQ� ORFDWLRQV�ZLWK� WKH�¿UVW�GXFNOLQJV�UHFRUGHG�DW�:HLU�:RRG�
5HV� �ZKHUH� WKHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�DGXOWV�DQG� WHQ� MXYHQLOHV�RQ���0D\���%URRGV�ZHUH�DOVR� UHFRUGHG�DW�
(EHUQRH�&RPPRQ��D�SDLU�DQG�VL[�GXFNOLQJV���7KH�0HQV��:LVERURXJK�*UHHQ���WZR�SDLUV�ZLWK�HLJKW�
GRZQ\�GXFNOLQJV���$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV��ZKHUH�D�SDLU�SURGXFHG�DW� OHDVW� IRXU�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�
ZKLFK�ZHUH�SRVVLEO\�WKRVH�VHHQ�RQ���-XQ�DW�6RXWK�6WRNH���1RUWKODQGV��:DUQKDP���IHPDOH�ZLWK�
four ducklings), Weir Wood Res (eight ducklings) and Troutbeck (Eridge), where there were two 
EURRGV��+LJK�FRXQWV�IURP�RWKHU�VLWHV�LQFOXGHG����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����0D\�DQG����DW�%HZO�
:DWHU�RQ���-XO�

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�SHDN�FRXQW�ZDV����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����1RY�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�
DOVR����DW�$UGLQJO\�5HV�RQ����2FW�DQG����DW�WKH�.QHSS�(VWDWH�RQ����2FW��2Q����'HF����ZHUH�QRWHG�
DW�$UXQGHO�::7���>-5&@

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope

Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Very scarce in summer but does not breed.  

Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.  

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as given in the table below. For the 
VHFRQG�\HDU�UXQQLQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�:H%6�PD[LPD�IRU�WKH�FRXQW\�KLW�UHFRUG�OHYHOV��ZLWK�)HEUXDU\¶V�
�������EHLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�PRQWKO\�FRXQW�HYHU�UHFRUGHG��5\H�%D\¶V������LQ�)HEUXDU\�ZDV�DOVR�D�
UHFRUG�IRU�WKDW�VLWH�ZLWK������RI�WKHVH�ELUGV�DW�6FRWQH\�*3��1RWDEOH�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKRVH�LQ�
WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�ZHUH������DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ���-DQ��DQG������DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����)HE�
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 8324 16,628 3212 80 9 1 3 8 908 5026 5342 9179
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1570 1572 691 11 1 - - 7 636 2002 1440 1674
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1080 4057 222 9 - 1 - - 194 1720 1173 1446
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 2679 2578 1167 30 3 - - - 23 878 1222 2254
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 350 700 240 - - nc - - 1 4 305 400
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐ 694 400 13 - - - - - 1 22 268 236
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 1256 6373 640 23 5 - 3 1 19 309 715 2280

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�ODVW�FRXQW�RI������ZDV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���0DU�DQG�����ZHUH�VWLOO�
DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����0DU��EXW�WKHUHDIWHU�QXPEHUV�UDSLGO\�IHOO�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��)RXU�ELUGV�
summered: a male at Pagham Hbr, and two males and a female at Pulborough Brooks, but there 
ZDV�QR�VLJQ�RI�DQ\�EUHHGLQJ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�D�PDOH�ZDV�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ���-XO�

$XJXVW�VDZ�WKH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZLWK�VHYHQ�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��VL[�DW�3DJKDP�
Hbr on 23rd�DQG�¿YH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ� WKH���th�� ,Q�6HSWHPEHU����ZHUH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�
RQ�WKH��st�DQG����ZHUH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�3DJKDP�
+EU�DQG�RQ�WKH���th ����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��7KHUHDIWHU�QXPEHUV�EXLOW�XS�VWHDGLO\�LQ�
October and again in December.

,W�ZDV�DOVR�D�QRWDEOH�\HDU�IRU�VHDZDWFK�QXPEHUV��DOWKRXJK�QRW�TXLWH�DV�JRRG�DV�������ZLWK�D�
WRWDO�RI�����:�DQG�����(�UHFRUGHG�DFURVV�WKH�\HDU��DQG�-XQH�DQG�-XO\�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�PRQWKV�ZKHQ�
QR�SDVVDJH�ELUGV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG��,Q�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\����:�DQG�����(�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��SHDN�
FRXQW�ZDV����(�SDVW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ���)HE���ZKLOVW�WKH�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�OLPLWHG�WR����(�
between March and May. The year, however, ended on a high with large movements occurring on 
VHYHUDO�GDWHV�LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZKHQ�D�WRWDO�RI�����:�DQG����(�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��WKH�SHDN�EHLQJ�����:�
SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH��th��DQG�����:�SDVW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����:�DQG����(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�
RQ�WKH���th�ZHUH�RWKHU�VLJQL¿FDQW�SDVVDJH�PRYHPHQWV���>-5&@��

Gadwall Anas strepera

Very scarce breeder and scarce summer non-breeder: fairly common winter visitor; 

scarce on observed passage. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 890 1419 217 143 94 37 70 100 235 224 433 1089
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 52 80 24 - 2 - - - 1 1 16 35
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ - 16 6 11 5 - - - 12 - - -
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 199 379 15 10 7 - nc 5 38 17 85 267
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 49 106 28 45 32 3 12 11 30 19 49 97
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 129 50 15 7 - - - - 6 6 44 123
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 44 108 - nc nc nc nc nc 14 25 120 116
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 329 561 90 60 45 28 41 78 130 143 109 393
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$�YHU\�FROG�VSHOO�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�-DQXDU\�WKURXJK�PLG�)HEUXDU\�EURXJKW�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�ELUGV�
LQWR� WKH�FRXQW\��DQG� WKH�)HEUXDU\�:H%6�FRXQW�SURGXFHG�D�KLJKHVW�HYHU�PRQWKO\� WRWDO�RI������
ELUGV��D�VXEVWDQWLDO�����PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�SHDN�RI������LQ�'HF�������7KH�SHDN�DW�5\H�%D\�
RI�����LQ�WKH�VDPH�PRQWK�ZDV�MXVW�RQH�EHORZ�LWV�'HF������DOO�WLPH�KLJK�RI������$�QRWDEOH�FRXQW�
QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�ZDV�D�FRPELQHG�FRXQW�RI�����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ����)HE������
DW�,Y\�/DNH�SOXV�����DW�:HVWKDPSQHWW�*3��ZKLFK�LV�VOLJKWO\�DERYH�WKH�PD[LPXP�:H%6�FRXQW�RI�
����IRU�DOO�RI�&KLFKHVWHU�*3V�

$IWHU�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�)HEUXDU\�QXPEHUV�UDSLGO\�GHFUHDVHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�LQ�WKH�
¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�EHLQJ�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����)HE��%\�0DUFK�WKH�:H%6�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�RQO\�����
RI�WKH�)HEUXDU\�SHDN�DW�D�PRUH�W\SLFDO�����IRU�WKLV�PRQWK�

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�VXPPHULQJ�ZDV�DOVR�W\SLFDO��+RZHYHU��FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�
IRU�RQO\�¿YH�WR�VHYHQ�SDLUV��RQH�DW�0HGPHUU\�ZKHUH�IRXU�MXYHQLOHV�ÀHGJHG��RQH�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�
ZKHUH�D�IHPDOH�DQG�HLJKW�GXFNOLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����-XQ��RQH�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�ZKHUH�WKHUH�
ZDV�D�EURRG�RI�¿YH�GXFNOLQJV�RQ����0D\��DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZKHUH�IRXU�SDLUV�DQG� WZR�EURRGV�
were recorded. At both Pulborough Brooks and Amberley Wild Brooks there were pairs of birds 
RYHU�WKH�VXPPHU�EXW�QR�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�QRWHG��ZKLOVW�DW�5\H�+EU�WKHUH�ZHUH�XS�WR����ELUGV�EXW�QR�
HYLGHQFH�RI�EUHHGLQJ��2WKHU�QRWDEOH�VXPPHU�FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�/LGVH\�6)�RQ����-XQ�DQG����DW�
6HIWHU�)P��5RVH�*UHHQ��RQ����-XO�

1XPEHUV�VWDUWHG�WR� LQFUHDVH�VORZO\�IURP�PLG�$XJXVW�DQG�E\����6HS�����ZHUH�DW�5\H�+EU���
+RZHYHU�LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO�PLG�'HFHPEHU��ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�PLOG�EXW�WKHUH�ZDV�ZLGHVSUHDG�ÀRRGLQJ��
WKDW�QXPEHUV�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�LQFUHDVHG��DQG�WKH�FRXQW\�:H%6�WRWDO�RI������LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZDV�WKH�
third highest ever. This meant that both winter periods saw very high peaks of birds.

2EVHUYHG�SDVVDJH�PRYHPHQWV�SDVW�VHD�ZDWFK�VLWHV� WRWDOOHG���:�DQG����(�DFURVV� WKH�ZKROH�
\HDU��D�W\SLFDOO\�ORZ�QXPEHU��7KH�PDLQ�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH����(�LQ�0DUFK�DQG���(�LQ�0D\�ZLWK�WKH�
KLJKHVW�GDLO\�WRWDO�EHLQJ���(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����0DU��>-5&@

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca

Rare breeder and scarce summering non-breeder; common winter visitor and fairly 

common on observed passage. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

7HDO�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�IURP�WKH�
principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 4649 5785 1922 352 17 30 14 486 558 1936 3169 6649
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1564 2387 813 45 - - - 24 26 116 695 1689
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 373 681 223 49 4 10 7 116 257 700 853 1823
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 1300 433 379 104 7 10 5 214 111 726 744 873
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 44 359 - nc nc nc nc nc 14 61 46 87
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 556 763 230 53 2 6 2 92 114 226 514 1348

7KH�SHDN�:H%6�FRXQW�RI������LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZDV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�DQG�FRLQFLGHG�ZLWK�
D�SHULRG�RI�ZLGHVSUHDG�ÀRRGLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��,Q�5\H�%D\������ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�HYHU�FRXQW�IRU�WKLV�
site. However, in what was otherwise a good year for numbers of wintering Teal the peak in the 
$UXQ�9DOOH\�ZDV�RQO\�������7KLV�LV�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�RQO\�QDWLRQDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�VLWH�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��
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ZKHUH�QXPEHUV�KDYH�DYHUDJHG�RYHU������ELUGV��WKH�FULWHULRQ�WR�EH�RI�QDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH��RYHU�
WKH�ODVW�¿YH�\HDUV��2WKHU�QRWDEOH�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKRVH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�ZHUH������
DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����'HF�DQG�����RQ����2FW������DW�/HZHV�%URRNV�DQG�����DW�6KLQHZDWHU�
�(DVWERXUQH��� ERWK�RQ���� -DQ�� ���� DW�0HGPHUU\�� ���� DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV� DQG����� DW�&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ��DOO�RQ����)HE������DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ����1RY�DQG�DJDLQ�RQ����'HF������DW�&URZKXUVW�
RQ���'HF������DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHO�DQG�����DW�/LGVH\�5LIH�RQ����'HF��:LQWHULQJ�YLVLWRUV�VWDUWHG�WR�
GHSDUW�DIWHU�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�)HEUXDU\�DQG�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�ZDV�����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
RQ����$SU�

During the summer there were up to seven birds at Pett Level where the only record in the 
FRXQW\�RI�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�RFFXUUHG�RQ���$XJ��ZKHQ�D�IHPDOH�DQG�VL[�\RXQJ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG���
At Medmerry two males and a female were present most of the summer, at Pagham Hbr up to 
���ELUGV�VXPPHUHG�ZLWK�UHJXODU�UHSRUWV�RI�DW�OHDVW�VHYHQ�WKURXJKRXW�-XO\��DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQH�
or two birds summered and at Pulborough, Amberley and Waltham Brooks up to eight birds 
summered. However, no breeding was suspected at any of these sites. Birds were also present for 
single days at Chichester GP, Darwell Res and Rye Hbr, but none summered at these sites.

7KH�¿UVW�VLJQV�RI�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�LQ�$XJXVW��ZKHQ����ZHUH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH�
�th�LQFUHDVLQJ�WR�����E\�WKH���th��DQG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH����RQ�WKH���th�DQG����RQ�
WKH���th��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZDV�D�YHU\�VORZ�EXLOG�XS�RI�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV��ZLWK�WKH�6HSWHPEHU�FRXQW\�
:H%6� WRWDO� RI� ���� EHLQJ� WKH� ORZHVW� IRU� WKLV�PRQWK� VLQFH� ����� Numbers were back to more 
typical levels in October and November before the sharp increase in December.

,W�ZDV�D�EXV\�\HDU�IRU�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�ZLWK�D�WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�UHFRUGHG������:�DQG�����(����
0RYHPHQWV�RI����:�DQG����(�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�-DQ��ZLWK�D�SHDN�RI����(�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�
WKH���th��7KHUH�ZDV�D�PRGHVW�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�RI����(�DQG���:�GXULQJ�0DUFK��$SULO�DQG�0D\��ZLWK�
D�SHDN�RI����(�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����0D\��D�ODWH�GDWH�IRU�VR�PDQ\��7KH�EXON�RI�SDVVDJH�PRYHPHQWV�
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZLWK����:�DQG����(�EHWZHHQ�$XJXVW�DQG�1RYHPEHU��
PRVWO\�LQ�VPDOO�QXPEHUV��EXW�LQFOXGLQJ����:�DQG���(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����2FW��+RZHYHU��LQ�
'HFHPEHU�QR�OHVV�WKDQ�����:�DQG����(�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��LQFOXGLQJ�����:�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH��th.  
7KLV�PLUURUHG�WKH�LQÀX[�RI�ELUGV�LQWR�WKH�FRXQW\�GXULQJ�WKLV�PRQWK��>-5&@

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 3657 4498 2058 1297 1135 1634 1714 3119 3431 3883 3631 4312
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 503 421 299 38 32 31 44 60 138 259 390 425
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ 11 102 14 23 22 30 nc 47 187 285 230 219
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 144 145 99 57 77 111 81 242 138 360 92 166
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 466 503 545 438 430 603 535 964 488 598 526 524
�ŶŐŵĞƌŝŶŐ��ĞĐŽǇ�WŽŶĚƐ 44 24 27 41 13 88 378 722 312 245 150 180
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 353 655 80 nc nc nc nc nc 264 175 293 390
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 506 792 293 130 135 224 187 296 492 596 625 884
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7KH�SHDN�FRXQW\�WRWDO�RI������ELUGV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�)HEUXDU\�GXULQJ�D�FROG�VSHOO��PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�
XSWXUQ�LQ�ZLQWHU�PD[LPD�VLQFH�WKH�ORZ�SRLQW�RI������������&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��%HZO�:DWHU�DQG�5\H�
Bay were the strongholds for wintering visitors, whilst the Arun Valley held a resident population 
RI�����WR�����ELUGV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��VSUHDG�DORQJ�WKH�YDOOH\��

In August, concentrations of eclipse birds increased the population in the Arun Valley to 
����DQG� WKDW�DW� WKH�$QJPHULQJ�'HFR\�3RQGV� WR������ZKHQ�GLVWXUEDQFH�E\�GRJV� IRUFHG�DOO� WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�RII�WKH�EDQNV�DQG�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��PDNLQJ�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWHU¶V�WDVN�PXFK�HDVLHU����2WKHU�
VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ���6HS�DQG�����DW�
:DUGOH\��0LOODQG��RQ����1RY��

$V�XVXDO�0DOODUG�ZHUH�IRXQG�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�
UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�:DUGOH\�
RQ����-DQ�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� ��� WHWUDGV� DFURVV� WKH� FRXQW\��7KH� ¿UVW� EUHHGLQJ� UHFRUG�ZDV� RI�
GXFNOLQJV�RQ����0DU�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�DQG�WKH�ODVW�ZDV�RI�D�QHZ�EURRG�DW�/LQG¿HOG�RQ����$XJ���
$W�5\H�+EU�WKHUH�ZHUH����QHVWV�RU�EURRGV�DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�WKHUH�ZHUH�VHYHQ�EURRGV��7KH�ODUJHVW�
EURRG�ZDV�RI�F����GXFNOLQJV�LQ�D�QHVW�DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ����$SU�

'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�
D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����RQ����1RY��DW�:DUGOH\�DJDLQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZHU�VHDZDWFKLQJ�UHFRUGV�
WKDQ�XVXDO��RQO\����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�SDVVDJH�RYHU�WKH�ZKROH�\HDU��RI�ZKLFK����(�LQ�0DUFK�
ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�PRQWKO\�WRWDO��WHQ�RI�WKHVH�EHLQJ�SDVW�6SODVK�3RLQW��>-5&@

Pintail Anas acuta

Fairly common winter visitor and scarce on observed passage; occasionally summers 

and has bred. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 421 390 118 8 - - - - 21 167 471 490
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 283 181 80 2 - - - - - 39 91 193
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 81 187 24 2 - - - - 21 108 335 84
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 48 16 8 - - - - - - 19 43 203

7KH�SHDN�FRXQW\�:H%6�WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZDV�WKH�ORZHVW�VLQFH����������:H%6�
QXPEHUV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�ZHUH�ZHOO�VKRUW�RI�WKH�����WKUHVKROG�IRU�VLWHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH�
DQG�QXPEHUV�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�DQG�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�ZHUH�EHORZ�WKH�����WKUHVKROG�IRU�VLWHV�RI�
QDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH��+RZHYHU��VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV��QRW�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�DERYH��ZHUH�
����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��$UXQ�9DOOH\��RQ���-DQ�DQG�����DW�WKH�VDPH�ORFDWLRQ�RQ����'HF��SOXV�
���DW�+HQ¿HOG�/HYHOV�RQ����'HF��VR�LW�DSSHDUV�WKDW�PRUH�WKDQ�����ELUGV�ZHUH�EULHÀ\�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�
at either end of the year, albeit not on WeBS count days.

As always the largest numbers were at the three western sites in the WeBS table above.  
+RZHYHU�LQ�WKH�HDVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���)HE�DQG�DQRWKHU����
DW�7KH�0LGULSV�RQ����)HE��6HYHQWHHQ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�/RZHU�&XFNPHUH�9DOOH\�RQ����)HE�
DQG����DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ����0DU��DQ�XQXVXDOO\�KLJK�QXPEHU�IRU�WKH�ODWWHU�ORFDWLRQ��1R�ELUGV�
VXPPHUHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��$OWKRXJK�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�D�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
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RQ����$XJ��HLJKW�ZHUH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�WKH�QH[W�GD\�EXLOGLQJ�XS�WR����E\����6HS��7ZHQW\�RQH�ZHUH�
DOVR�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����6HS�DQG�WKHUHDIWHU�QXPEHUV�VWHDGLO\�EXLOW�XS�

'XULQJ�WKH�\HDU����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�ZHVW�SDVW�VHDZDWFK�VLWHV��7KH�SHDN�PRQWKV�ZHUH�0DUFK��
ZKHQ����SDVVHG�HDVW��DQG�2FWREHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU�ZKHQ����DQG����SDVVHG�ZHVW��7KH�KLJKHVW�GDLO\�
SDVVDJH�ZDV�VHYHQ�ZHVW�SDVW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ���'HF��>-5&@

Garganey Anas querquedula

Scarce passage migrant; very scarce summer non-breeder and rare breeder. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV���(�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����0DU��VHYHQ�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�DUULYDO�GDWH��'XULQJ�0DUFK��VHYHQ�ELUGV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�+RYH�RQ�WKH���th and a further eight 
were observed moving east past regular seawatching sites: two at Selsey Bill on the 23rd, four 
DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DQRWKHU�WZR�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th. At Pett Level there were 
WKUHH�RQ����0DU�EXW�QRQH�VWD\HG�EH\RQG�WKH���th��6LQJOHV�ZHUH�DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ�WKH���th and 
3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��7ZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�DW�5\H�+EU��WKH�¿UVW�RQ�WKH���th and the second on the 
��th�DQG�RQH�ZDV�DW�7KH�:LFNV��&DPEHU��RQ�WKH���st��PDNLQJ�D�WRWDO�RI����UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�0DUFK�

In April, another bird was at Pevensey Levels on the 22nd��XS�WR�¿YH�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�DW�5\H�+EU�
DQG���(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th�PDGH�D�WRWDO�RI����GXULQJ�$SULO��

,Q�0D\�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGV�RI�XS�WR�DQRWKHU�����PDNLQJ�WKLV�D�VWURQJ�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�RI�SRVVLEO\�
���ELUGV��7KHVH�FRQVLVWHG�RI�RQH�DW�$PEHUOH\�%URRNV�RQ�WKH��th��IRXU�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH��th, 
SOXV�D�PDOH�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�D�IHPDOH�RQ�WKH���th��WZR�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�EHWZHHQ�WKH���th 
DQG���th, included at least one drake and may have included the one seen at Waltham Brooks on 
WKH���th��)RXU�ZHUH�DW�'DUZHOO�5HV��DOVR�RQ�WKH���th��RQH�DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ�WKH���th, 2 E past Beachy 
+HDG�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�RQH�GUDNH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP�WKH���th�WR�WKH���th. At Pevensey there was a 
PDOH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�D�IHPDOH�IURP�WKH���th�WR�WKH���th�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�XS�WR�¿YH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�GXULQJ�
WKH�PRQWK�ZLWK�RQH�GUDNH�JRLQJ�LQWR�HFOLSVH�SOXPDJH�RQ�WKH���th.

During the summer birds were regularly present at only two sites: Pett Level, where two pairs  
UHPDLQHG�IURP�0D\�WKURXJK�-XO\��RQH�RI�ZKLFK�VXFFHVVIXOO\�EUHG��DQG�5\H�+EU��ZKHUH�³VPDOO�
QXPEHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�DW�&DVWOH�:DWHU�IURP�$SULO�WR�-XO\��ZLWK�D�GLVSOD\LQJ�SDLU�VHHQ�RQ����$SU«�
but breeding was not proven”.  

Thirty one birds were recorded on autumn migration, one of the higher autumn passages. The 
¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�VHYHQ�ELUGV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����-XO��,Q�$XJXVW��D�IHPDOH�
RU�MXYHQLOH�ZDV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��th�DQG��th��RQH�ZDV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th and 
WZR�HFOLSVH�IHPDOHV�ZHUH�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th��7ZR�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��WKH�ODVW�RQ����$XJ�
DQG�VL[�DW�5\H�+EU��WKH�ODVW�RQ����6HS��$OVR�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGV�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�
:HVW�5LVH�0DUVK��(DVWERXUQH��RQ�WKH��th��$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ�WKH���th and singles past Selsey Bill on 
the 23rd�DQG�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ�WKH���th��6XUSULVLQJO\�ERWK�VHD�ZDWFK�ELUGV�ZHUH�À\LQJ�(�

7KH�ODVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�DW�:HVW�/DQJQH\�/DNH��(DVWERXUQH��RQ����2FW��HOHYHQ�GD\V�ODWHU�
WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH���>-5&@�
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Shoveler Anas clypeata

Very scarce breeder and scarce summer non-breeder; common winter visitor; scarce on 

observed passage. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 552 693 476 171 22 11 10 29 142 235 676 798
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ 5 49 41 11 4 3 nc 1 8 5 18 35
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 70 224 40 5 - - nc 3 13 9 11 82
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 138 26 106 21 6 3 1 3 12 52 186 189
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 33 30 31 - - nc - - - - - 6
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 9 - - 5 - - - 1 9 1 91 19
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 149 46 80 19 - - - - 19 1 133 109
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ - - - nc nc nc nc nc 9 6 2 -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 121 270 154 102 9 3 9 19 61 151 224 341

The recent upward trend in wintering numbers was maintained with a peak monthly WeBS 
WRWDO�RI�����LQ�'HF��7KH�1RYHPEHU�FRXQW�DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�DQG�WKH�'HFHPEHU�FRXQW�DW�5\H�%D\�
ZHUH�WKH�KLJKHVW�HYHU�:H%6�FRXQWV�IRU�WKHVH�VLWHV��6LJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�:H%6�
WDEOH�ZHUH�����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ����-DQ�� LQFUHDVLQJ�WR�����RQ����)HE��ERWK�QXPEHUV�EHLQJ�
JUHDWHU� WKDQ� WKH�KLJKHVW� HYHU�:H%6�FRXQW� DW� WKLV� VLWH��7KHUH�ZHUH� DOVR���� DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�
�+HQ¿HOG��RQ����'HF��$VLGH�IURP�WKH�:H%6�VLWHV�DERYH�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHJXODU�UHFRUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�
winter periods from Chichester Hbr, Arlington Res and Iford Brooks, but only occasional records 
from a few other sites.

As the WeBS counts show wintering visitors had departed by May leaving only a small 
number of birds to summer. One to four birds were present at Pagham Hbr, and there were two 
pairs each at Medmerry and Pulborough Brooks and up to seven birds at Pett Level, but there was 
no breeding at any of these sites. Small numbers were also present at Rye Hbr during the summer 
but breeding “was not proven”. The only record of successful breeding was at Arundel WWT 
ZKHUH�D�IHPDOH�DQG�IRXU�GXFNOLQJV�ZHUH�¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�RQ����-XO���

5HFRUGHG�PRYHPHQWV�SDVW�VHDZDWFK�VLWHV�ZHUH�����DFURVV�WKH�\HDU��D�W\SLFDO�QXPEHU���ZLWK�WKH�
PDMRU�PRYHPHQWV�RFFXUULQJ�EHWZHHQ�)HEUXDU\�DQG�0D\�ZKHQ�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�À\LQJ�HDVW�DQG�
VL[�ZHVW��WKH�SHDN�EHLQJ����HDVW�SDVW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����0D\��D�ODWH�GDWH���,Q�'HFHPEHU����ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�ZHVW��ZLWK�D�SHDN�RI����SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th��>-5&@

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina

Possibly a rare winter visitor and passage migrant, although most records probably 

relate to escaped or feral birds.

$�WRWDO�RI�VL[�ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��7KH�¿UVW�ZHUH�WKUHH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����-DQ��
WZR�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�PDOHV��ZKLOVW�RQ����)HE�D� IHPDOH�ZDV�DW�'UD\WRQ�*3��&KLFKHVWHU�*3��� ,Q�
6HSWHPEHU�D�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�GUDNH�ZDV�DW�:DUQKDP�/15�IURP�WKH���st�WR�WKH���th and the last bird of 
WKH�\HDU�ZDV�D�IHPDOH�DW�,Y\�/DNH��&KLFKHVWHU�*3��RQ���'HF���>-5&@
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Common Pochard Aythya ferina

Very scarce breeder: scarce summer non-breeder and fairly common winter 

visitor. Very scarce on observed passage. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows: 

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 402 702 96 26 32 56 46 72 124 161 210 411
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 97 187 20 8 7 4 nc - 14 29 37 60
�ƵƌƚŽŶ�Θ��ŚŝŶŐĨŽƌĚ�WŽŶĚƐ 20 16 6 nc nc nc nc nc - 8 12 5
WĞƚǁŽƌƚŚ�WĂƌŬ 8 3 - nc nc nc nc - - 2 11 9
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 32 58 31 9 17 9 - 2 2 2 8 9
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ 14 - - - - - - - - - 6 31
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 29 47 3 - - 1 4 4 1 2 5 11
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 16 17 12 2 - - - - - - - 3
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 157 323 16 7 8 42 39 66 107 116 116 232

7KH�KLJKHVW�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQW�RI� ����� LQ�)HEUXDU\��ZDV� FORVH� WR� WKH���\HDU� DYHUDJH�RI�
FRXQW\�PD[LPD�IRU���������RI������ZLWK�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�DQG�5\H�%D\��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�/RQJ�3LW�
DQG�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW��6FRWQH\�*3��EHLQJ�WKH�ZLQWHULQJ�VWURQJKROGV��$V�XVXDO��WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�
stronghold was Arundel (Swanbourne Lake and WWT) and there were only two records from 
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��WZR�RQ����0D\�DQG����RQ���1RY��$�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQW�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�
WDEOH�DERYH�ZDV����DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����)HE�

,W�ZDV�D�UHODWLYHO\�JRRG�\HDU�IRU�EUHHGLQJ��ZLWK�EUHHGLQJ�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�IRXU�VLWHV�DQG�D�WRWDO�RI�
¿YH�EURRGV��$W�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�D�IHPDOH�DQG�WZR�GXFNOLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�EHWZHHQ����DQG����-XQH��
ZKLFK�LV�RQO\�WKH�IRXUWK�UHFRUG�RI�EUHHGLQJ�DW�WKLV�VLWH�VLQFH�������$W�$UXQGHO�::7�D�IHPDOH�ZLWK�
¿YH�GXFNOLQJV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ���0D\�DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�WZR�EURRGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�-XQH��5\H�
+EU�KDG�LWV�¿UVW�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�VLQFH������ZKHQ�D�IHPDOH�ZLWK�WZR�GXFNOLQJV�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ�
��-XO��5HJUHWWDEO\��WKHVH�ZHUH�NQRZQ�QRW�WR�KDYH�VXUYLYHG�WR�ÀHGJH�DQG�XQIRUWXQDWHO\��WKHUH�ZHUH�
QR�LQGLFDWLRQV�WKDW�DQ\�RI�WKH�RWKHU�IRXU�EURRGV�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�ÀHGJHG�HLWKHU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKHUH�ZDV�
D�VLQJOH�UHFRUG�RI�D�MXYHQLOH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����0D\��EXW�QR�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�LW�KDG�EUHG�WKHUH�

�����ZDV�DOVR�D�JRRG�\HDU�IRU�REVHUYLQJ�ELUGV�RQ�SDVVDJH��ZLWK�QLQH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�VL[�GD\V�
EHWZHHQ�0DUFK�DQG�$XJXVW��DOO�PRYLQJ�HDVW��>-5&@

$� 3DJHW¶V� 3RFKDUG�� D� K\EULG� EHWZHHQ� )HUUXJLQRXV� 'XFN�Aythya nyroca and the Common 
Pochard Aythya farina��ZDV�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���DQG����1RY��>-$+@

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Fairly common resident although scarce breeder; fairly common winter visitor and 

scarce on observed passage. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as given in the table below. The 
PD[LPXP�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQW�RI������LQ�)HEUXDU\�ZDV�VOLJKWO\�KLJKHU� WKDQ�WKH�PD[LPD�IRU�
recent years. The main wintering strongholds were at Ivy Lake (Chichester GP) and in the Rye 
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Bay area, particularly Long Pit SSSI (Rye Hbr) and Scotney GP while, in the Arun Valley, 
6ZDQERXUQH�/DNH�KHOG�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�ZLQWHULQJ�ELUGV��1XPEHUV�ZHUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�KLJK�DW�%HZO�
Water in the second half of the year. Other notable counts additional to the WeBS table above 
ZHUH�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3��ZLWK�D�YHU\�KLJK�����RQ����)HE��DQG�DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3��ZLWK����RQ����)HE�
�D�KLJKHVW�HYHU�:H%6�FRXQW�IRU�WKLV�VLWH��DQG����RQ����'HF�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 1142 1318 782 492 430 261 217 331 533 731 782 1057
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 65 34 30 5 6 6 4 9 19 - 6 38
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 23 44 36 25 24 10 4 2 70 46 15 -
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 285 334 184 110 40 29 nc 18 20 71 166 210
WĞƚǁŽƌƚŚ�WĂƌŬ 31 32 22 nc nc nc nc 9 30 13 12 22
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 122 133 42 72 104 66 26 18 23 40 65 94
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 55 32 33 43 12 14 15 58 45 102 57 47
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 66 121 64 3 - - - - 10 14 16 41
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 24 18 34 nc nc nc nc nc 73 74 144 201
�ĂƌǁĞůů�ZĞƐ 50 20 nc nc - - - nc 50 30 nc nc
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 279 380 238 200 196 110 149 211 146 263 183 270

,Q� FRQWUDVW� WR� WKH� ZLQWHU� WUHQG�� IHZHU� ELUGV� VXPPHUHG� WKDQ� LQ� UHFHQW� \HDUV�� 'XULQJ� -XQH��
-XO\�DQG�$XJXVW�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�0HGPHUU\��IRXU�SDLUV��QLQH�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ���(DVWRQ�
)P��(DUQOH\���RQH�EURRG���&KLFKHVWHU�*3��WZR�EURRGV���$UXQGHO�::7��WZR�EURRGV��RQH�RI����
GXFNOLQJV�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�RQ����-XQ���3HWW�/HYHO��WZR�EURRGV��DQG�5\H�+EU��QLQH�EURRGV���7KH�
ODVW�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�IURP�5\H�+EU�RQ����$XJ�ZKHQ�D�IHPDOH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�³ZLWK�VL[�YHU\�
young chicks”.

0RYHPHQWV�DW�WKH�UHJXODU�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�ZHUH�W\SLFDOO\�ORZ��WRWDOOLQJ���:�DQG����(�DFURVV�
WKH�ZKROH�\HDU��ZLWK���(�LQ�0DUFK�DQG����(�LQ�0D\��7KH�SHDN�GDLO\�PRYHPHQW�ZDV���(�SDVW�6SODVK�
3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ����0DU���>-5&@

Greater Scaup Aythya marila

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; rare non-breeder in summer. Red listed 

species of high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

The minimum numbers recorded were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ ^ĞƉƚ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
dŽƚĂů 1 1 - - - 3 3 1

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WR����0DU��WKHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�WZR�UHFRUGV��ERWK�IURP�*O\QH�*DS�
�%H[KLOO��RQ����-DQ�DQG���)HE��7ZR�IHPDOHV�DQG�RQH�PDOH�LQ�¿UVW�\HDU�SOXPDJH�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�,Y\�
/DNH��&KLFKHVWHU�*3��RQ����2FW��)XUWKHU�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�WZR�DW�*O\QH�*DS�DQG�RQH�DW�6FRWQH\�*3��
ERWK�RQ����1RY�DQG�RQH�ÀHZ�ZHVW�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����'HF��>'$%@
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Common Eider Somateria mollisima

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; very scarce non-breeder in summer. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern.

The following table, based on an analysis of the counts from the main sea watch sites, shows 
WKH�ORZ�QXPEHUV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�VHHQ�SDVVLQJ�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�RQO\�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�RI�SDVVLQJ�
ELUGV�IURP�WKHVH�VLWHV�ZHUH����:�DQG���(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���-DQ�����(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ���0DU�
DQG����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ���$SU�

� :ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
tĞƐƚ 31 1 7 8 6 - - - - 6 1 4
�ĂƐƚ 6 3 23 15 3 - - - 2 - 2 4

$ZD\�IURP�WKH�PDLQ�VHD�ZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�WKHUH�ZHUH�PDLQO\�VLQJOHV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG��7KH�H[FHSWLRQV�ZHUH����DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��RQ����-DQ�����:�LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ����)HE�
DQG�D�ÀRFN�RI����RQ�WKH�VHD�RII�1RUPDQV�%D\�RQ����0DU��'XULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�D�PRXOWLQJ�PDOH�
ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ����-XQ��DQ�LPPDWXUH�GUDNH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WHQ�GDWHV�EHWZHHQ�
���-XQ�DQG����$XJ��DQG�SHUKDSV�WKH�VDPH�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RQ�¿YH�GD\V�EHWZHHQ�
��-XO�DQG����$XJ��

0RUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�2FWREHU�ZLWK���:�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ�WKH��th, eight from Pagham 
VKLQJOH�VSLW�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�FRXQWV�RI�ELUGV�RIIVKRUH�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RI�QLQH�RQ�WKH���st, ten on the 
��th�DQG����RQ�WKH���th. This group soon dispersed and singles were mainly the trend in November 
DQG�'HFHPEHU�EXW�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�IRXU�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ���'HF�DQG�WZR�IURP�:RUWKLQJ�
RQ����'HF��>'$%@

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis

Very scarce to scarce passage migrant and winter visitor; rare non-breeder in summer.  

Schedule 1 species.

This was another poor year for this species. Four were seen moving west from Worthing on 
���-DQ��,Q�1RYHPEHU�RQH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RIIVKRUH�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��rd and a male was off East 
+HDG��&KLFKHVWHU��RQ�WKH���th��>'$%@

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra

Common spring passage migrant and fairly common winter visitor to the coast: 

usually scarce in summer and autumn. Very scarce inland. Red listed species of high 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

The monthly WeBS counts from three relevant sites were as given in the table below. Once 
DJDLQ��WKH�VHD�EHWZHHQ�%H[KLOO�DQG�&DPEHU�KHOG�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�ELUGV�GXULQJ�ERWK�ZLQWHU�SHULRGV��
,Q�SDUWLFXODU��ELUGV�ZHUH�PDLQO\�RIIVKRUH�DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��SUHGRPLQDQWO\�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
period but mostly in Rye Bay in the later period. Perhaps, for such a widespread marine species 
WKHVH�FRXQWV�PD\�QRW�GR�MXVWLFH� WR� WKH�QXPEHUV�DFWXDOO\�ZLQWHULQJ�RIIVKRUH��7KH�ZLGH�UDQJLQJ�
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KDELWV�RI�IHHGLQJ�ÀRFNV��RIWHQ�RQ�URXJK�VHDV��FUHDWHV�SUREOHPV�HVWLPDWLQJ�QXPEHUV��EXW����RII�
%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�RQ���-DQ��D�ÀRFN�RI�����RII�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-DQ��DQG����WKHUH�RQ����)HE��DOO�
additional to the WeBS counts, and smaller numbers at other coastal sites west to Selsey Bill 
VXJJHVW�D�ZLQWHULQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�EHWZHHQ�����DQG�����

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 170 218 - - - - - - 30 - 606 28
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ - 21 - - - - - - - - - 16
'ůǇŶĞ�'ĂƉ 170 190 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 70 nc
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - - - - - - - 30 - 535 12

Totals from the principal seawatching sites, computed on the assumption that the highest 
QXPEHU� VHHQ�DW� D� VLQJOH� VLWH�ZDV� WKH�PD[LPXP� LQ� WKH� FRXQW\� WKDW�GD\�DQG� WKDW�ELUGV� VHHQ�RQ�
VXEVHTXHQW�GD\V��ZHUH�GLIIHUHQW��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ĂƐƚ 61 99 606 2223 2247 416 452 47 87 92 67 260
tĞƐƚ 52 2 14 64 40 107 153 25 64 55 95 212

(DVWZDUGV�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�HIIHFWLYHO\�EHJDQ�RQ����0DU�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�
-XQH��7KH�SHDN�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�¿YH�GD\V�RI�$SULO�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�0D\��DW�OHDVW�WZR�ZHHNV�
ODWHU�WKDQ�������7KH�WRWDO�RI�RQO\������EHWZHHQ�0DUFK�DQG�0D\�ZDV�DOPRVW�KDOI�RI�ODVW�\HDU¶V�
WRWDO�DQG�RYHU�D�WKLUG�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI�������2Q�WKH�SHDN�SDVVDJH�GD\����0D\��WKH�
KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ�ZDV�����(�SDVW�6SODVK�3RLQW�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK������RII�%LUOLQJ�*DS�
�%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ���$SU�ODVW�\HDU��7RWDOV�RI�HDVWERXQG�SDVVDJH�RQ�WKH�VHYHQ�GD\V�ZKHQ�PD[LPXP�
passage was observed from at least one of the principal sites (with hours watched, in brackets) 
were as follows:

ϭϱ�DĂƌ ϵ��Ɖƌ Ϯϲ��Ɖƌ ϯϬ��Ɖƌ ϭ�DĂǇ ϳ�DĂǇ ϭϳ�DĂǇ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 0 (5) 144 (6) 6 (?) 138 (15) 181 (10) 112 (11) 251 (11)
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 0 (2) 4 (2) 64 (2) 12 (4) 282 (5) 37 (3) 67 (3)
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 127 (5) 222 (4) 336 (8) 183 (14) 220 (4) 470 (14) 66 (4)
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 125 (3) nc 357 (6) 251 (8) 8 (2) 305 (8) 60 (2)

A more comprehensive summary of the spring eastbound passage, recorded at the principal 
seawatching sites was as follows:

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ dŽƚĂů EŽ �͘ƉĞƌ�Śƌ�DĂƌͲDĂǇ WĞĂŬ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 89 972 1326 2387 6.4 251 on 17 May (11 hr)
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 12 387 648 1047 8.0 282 on 1 May (5 hr)
dĞůĞƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 67 109 240 416 6.9 150 on  8 May (2 hr)
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 531 1768 1008 3307 16.6 470 on 7 May (14 hr)
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 257 1110 1140 2507 22.8 357 on 26 Apr (6 hr)
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7KH�QXPEHU�SHU�KRXU��ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH������¿JXUHV��LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�SDVVDJH�LQ������
ZDV�SRRU�IRU�UHDVRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�XQFOHDU��3DVVDJH�FRQWLQXHG�IDLUO\�VWURQJO\�XQWLO�HDUO\�-XQH�ZLWK�
D�SHDN�RI�����(�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG����(�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH��rd. However, it was apparent that 
WKHUH�ZDV�VWLOO�D�VL]HDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�&KDQQHO�GXULQJ�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�-XQH�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�
-XO\��:KLOH�PDQ\�ELUGV�ÀHZ�HDVW��RWKHUV�ÀHZ�ZHVW�DV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�DERYH�WDEOH��DQG�PDQ\�ZHUH�
DSSDUHQWO\�ORD¿QJ�RIIVKRUH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZDV�����RQ����-XQ�EXW�
with no indication of activity. There were only two records for August.

Autumn movements were unremarkable as also shown in the above table with the highest 
FRXQW�RI����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����2FW��$OVR�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��F����ZHUH�ORD¿QJ�RIIVKRUH�RQ�������
2FW�ZKLOH�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI�WKH�PRQWK�ZDV�����DW�3HWW�EXW�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�DFWLYLW\�

7KH�ÀRFN�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�UHPDLQHG�LQWR�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZLWK����FRXQWV�H[FHHGLQJ�����
WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ�����RQ����1RY��7KH�KLJKHVW�RIIVKRUH�FRXQW�HOVHZKHUH�ZDV�����DW�:LGHZDWHU�
�/DQFLQJ��RQ����'HF��>:*+@

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor along the coast: rare inland. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.  

(LJKW�RII�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���-DQ�ZDV�WKH�ODUJHVW�JURXS�UHSRUWHG�RQ�WKH�VHD�LQ�WKH�\HDU�DQG�PD\�
KDYH�EHHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH����:�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\�ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�ODUJHVW�À\LQJ�
JURXS�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�\HDU��5\H�%D\�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�UHJXODU�DUHD�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�
RI�WKH�\HDU��ZLWK�D�SDLU�WKHUH�RQ����)HE��2WKHU�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�¿YH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG���th, two at The 
:LFNV�RQ����0DU�DQG�WZR�RQ�WKH���th.  

Spring migration recorded at the principal seawatching sites (Selsey Bill, Worthing, Telscombe 
Cliffs, Splash Point and Birling Gap), computed on the assumption that the highest number seen 
DW�D�VLQJOH�VLWH�ZDV�WKH�PD[LPXP�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�RQ�WKDW�GD\�DQG�WKDW�ELUGV�VHHQ�RQ�VXEVHTXHQW�GD\V�
were different are shown in the table below:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ĂƐƚ 3 2 3 36 22 - - 1
tĞƐƚ 18 - - 5 1 12 1 3
KīƐŚŽƌĞ - - - - - 1 8 6

6SULQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�QRWLFHDEOH�PDLQO\�EHWZHHQ����$SU�DQG���0D\��0RVW�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�6HOVH\�
%LOO�ZLWK���(�RI����$SU�����(�WKHUH�RQ����$SU�DQG�WHQ�RQ�WKH���th. The only records away from the 
UHJXODU�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�ZHUH���:�DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ���0DU�DQG�RQH�RQ�WKH�VHD�RII�5XVWLQJWRQ�RQ����
$SU��SUREDEO\�D�UHVWLQJ�PLJUDQW��)ROORZLQJ����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ���0D\�WKH�¿QDO�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�
ZDV�RI���(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th. 

7KH�¿UVW�ELUGV�RI�WKH�UHWXUQ�DXWXPQ�SDVVDJH�ZHUH����:�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����2FW�IROORZHG�E\�
��:�WKHUH�RQ����1RY�DQG���:�RQ����1RY��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�SDVVDJH�REVHUYDWLRQV�IURP�RWKHU�VLWHV��,Q�
DGGLWLRQ��ELUGV�ZHUH�QRWHG�ORD¿QJ�RIIVKRUH�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�VHYHUDO�GDWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW�TXDUWHU�
of the year. Surprisingly, there were no reports from the Rye Bay area for this period as it is often 
WKH�PRVW�IDYRXUHG�VLWH��>:*+@
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Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

Scarce winter visitor: rare non-breeder in summer. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species  

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 17 52 13 - - - - - - - 3 28
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 6 20 6 - - - - - - - 2 16
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 5 12 - - - - - - - - - 1
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 1 1 1 - - - - - - - - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 5 17 6 - - - - - - - 1 11

,Q�-DQXDU\�WKHUH�ZHUH�KLJKHU�FRXQWV�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RI����RQ����-DQ�DQG����RQ�WKH���nd.  
7KH�ODVW�ELUGV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�VLQJOHV�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����0DU��DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����
$SU�DQG�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����0D\��$OWKRXJK�WKUHH�ZHHNV�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�
WKLV�LV�WKH�IRXUWK�\HDU�WKLV�FHQWXU\�ZLWK�D�0D\�ODVW�GDWH��7KH�:H%6�GDWD�LV�D�JRRG�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�D�
UHDVRQDEO\�JRRG�\HDU�IRU�WKH�VSHFLHV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�ZLWK�WKH�FROG�ZHDWKHU�LQ�)HEUXDU\�FOHDUO\�
highlighted.

7KH�¿UVW�WKUHH�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����2FW��IROORZHG�E\�RQHV�RU�
WZRV�DW�WHQ�VXLWDEOH�VLWHV��,Q�1RYHPEHU�WKH�SHDN�FRXQW�ZDV�VL[�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th and in 
'HFHPEHU��WKH�SHDN�FRXQW�DW�DQ\�LQGLYLGXDO�VLWH�ZDV����DW�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU���

5HFRUGV�IURP�VLWHV�QRW�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�LQFOXGHG��WZR�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ���-DQ��RQH�
RQ�WKH�$GXU�DW�6KRUHKDP�RQ���DQG����)HE��RQH�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����2FW��RQH�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�
RQ����-DQ��RQH�DW�6KLQHZDWHU�/DNH��(DVWERXUQH��RQ����'HF�DQG�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�VLQJOHV�RQ���-DQ�����
0DU�DQG����$SU�ZLWK�WZR�WKHUH�RQ����)HE�

7KHUH�ZHUH�UDWKHU�IHZ�UHFRUGV�RIIVKRUH�ZLWK�RQH�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���-DQ��WZR�WKHUH�RQ���)HE��DQG�
IRXU�DW�:LQFKHOVHD�%HDFK�RQ���)HE��7KH�RQO\�RIIVKRUH�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH�VLQJOHV�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�
RQ����0DU�DQG�ZHVW�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���1RY��>:*+@

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus

Very rare vagrant.

$�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�ELUG�ZKLFK�IUHTXHQWHG�WKH�1RUWK�:DOO�DUHD�RI�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����2FW�WR����
1RY�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�FRXQW\��5�	�6�&R\QH��20��'56�et al.). The species breeds from 
southern Alaska, across southern Canada and northern USA as far south as Oregon and Virginia 
and winters across the southern USA. The record has been accepted by BBRC as only the seventh 
record for Britain which resulted in observers from many parts of the country visiting the area 
WR�VHH�WKH�ELUG��$Q�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�¿QGLQJ�RI�WKH�ELUG�DSSHDUV�RQ�SDJH�����RI�WKLV�UHSRUW���>'++@�
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+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU��3DJKDP�+DUERXU��1RYHPEHU�������'RULDQ�0DVRQ�

Smew Mergellus albellus

Very scarce winter visitor, mainly to the east of the county. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern.

�����ZDV�DQ�DYHUDJH�\HDU�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��7KH�RQO\�UHJXODU�VLWH�ZDV�DJDLQ�5\H�+EU�ZKHUH�WKH�
¿UVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RQ����-DQ��'XULQJ�D�EULHI�FROG�ZHDWKHU�SHULRG�LQ�PLG�)HEUXDU\�XS�WR����
birds were recorded at nine sites, although only three were adult males. The highest counts were 
VHYHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG���th�DQG�¿YH�UHGKHDGV�WKDW�ÀHZ�HDVW�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th.  

2WKHU�VLJKWLQJV�LQFOXGHG�VLQJOH�UHGKHDGV�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�EHWZHHQ���DQG����)HE��3ULQFH¶V�3DUN�
�(DVWERXUQH��RQ���)HE��%XUWRQ�03�RQ���DQG����)HE��%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����)HE��DQG�DW�&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ�IURP����WR����)HE��2QH�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ����)HE�DQG�IRXU�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th  may have come 
IURP�QHDUE\�5\H�+EU��7KH�ODVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZDV�DQ�DGXOW�IHPDOH�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�
between 23 Feb and 3 Mar. 

7ZR�UHGKHDGV�DUULYHG�DW�5\H�%D\�RQ����'HF�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�WR�WKUHH�SOXV�DQ�DGXOW�PDOH�RQ����
'HF�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUGV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU��>:*+@

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant along the coast; rare non-breeder 

in summer.  

The monthly WeBS counts at three principal sites were as given in the table below. Chichester 
Hbr remains by far the most important onshore wintering site with birds dispersed widely at 
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YDULRXV�ORFDWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�KDUERXU�FRPSOH[��:KLOH�WKH�:H%6�FRXQW�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�LQFOXGHV�
birds offshore these are not always readily visible on the set WeBS dates. The regular offshore 
ÀRFNV�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�ZKLFK�SHDNHG�DW����RQ����)HE�DQG����RQ����1RY��DUH�DOPRVW�FHUWDLQO\�
included in the offshore counts at Selsey Bill. As shown in the table below, the Selsey Bill/Church 
Norton, Climping and Worthing areas hold the bulk of the offshore wintering birds in the county. 
7KH�WRWDO�IRU�WKLV�JHQHUDO�ZLQWHULQJ�DUHD�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�DURXQG������ZLWK��DV�XVXDO��D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�
amount of interchange between favoured sites, as evidenced by the numbers of passing birds 
recorded. 

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 138 102 221 6 1 - - - - 5 109 180
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 136 66 217 6 1 - - - - 1 104 154
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 2 25 4 - - - - - - 4 5 22
'ŽƌŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ nc 10 - - - nc nc nc - - - 4

)XUWKHU�HDVW�WKH�VSHFLHV�LV�PXFK�VFDUFHU��DSDUW�IURP�WKRVH�UHFRUGHG�PRYLQJ�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS��
they were recorded at only two wide sites: Widewater (Lancing)/Shoreham Hbr and Rye Bay. At 
WKH�IRUPHU�VLWH�WKHUH�ZHUH�XS�WR�WZR�RQ���WR���-DQ�DQG��EHWZHHQ����1RY�DQG����'HF��D�SHDN�FRXQW�
RI�����$W�5\H�%D\�WKHUH�ZHUH�VLQJOH�ELUGV�RQ���-DQ�DQG��ODWHU�����2FW�DQG�WKUHH�RQ���1RY�

7KH� DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\� WRWDOV� RI� ELUGV�� ÀLJKW� GLUHFWLRQV� DQG� SHDN� FRXQW� RIIVKRUH� DW� WKH�
principal seawatching sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů

E 7 57 126 49 3 1 11 40
W 14 103 87 27 5 28 82 85
o/s 25 20 30 5 - - 20 20
Hr 18 18 61 181 134 20 29 37

�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ

E - - - - - - 12 -
W 20 - - - - - 6 -
o/s 5 32 31 - - - 14 -
Hr 16 9 25 - - - ? -

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�

E 10 1 3 9 - 3 5 12
W 7 - - 7 - 3 21 5
o/s 60 119 60 2 - 1 1 20
Hr 22 33 35 55 - 30 24 30

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E 8 4 40 32 5 - - -
W 4 1 7 - - - - -
Hr 27 4 46 110 44 - - -

�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ
E - 10 17 14 5 - - -
W - - 1 - - - - -
Hr - 12 23 54 34 - - -

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQW�ZDV�����RIIVKRUH�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���)HE�DQG�
LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�����DW�:HVW�&KLGKDP�RQ����0DU��(DVWZDUGV�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�ODUJHO\�RYHU�E\�
���$SU�ZLWK�WKH�ODVW�IRXU�VWUDJJOHUV�VHHQ�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RQ����0D\�DQG���(�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�
RQ����0D\���
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7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH���:�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����6HS����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ���2FW��RQH�
RIIVKRUH�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th����:�DW�&OLPSLQJ�DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th and three 
RIIVKRUH�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�SHDN�FRXQWV�IRU�WKH�PRQWK�ZHUH����DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�RQ�
WKH���th�DQG���:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th.  

'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQWV�ZHUH����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���1RY�DQG��
LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�����DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�(DVW�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th. The only records 
IURP�(DVW�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�RQH�LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ����2FW�DQG�WKUHH�WKHUH�
RQ���1RY��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�LQODQG�RU�RYHU�VXPPHULQJ�UHFRUGV�WKLV�\HDU���>:*+@

Goosander Mergus merganser

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ��7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�
RQ����GDWHV�EHWZHHQ���-DQ�DQG����)HE�IURP����ZHOO�GLVWULEXWHG�VLWHV���7KH�WDEOH�VKRZV�WKHUH�ZDV�
HYLGHQFH�RI�D�VKRUW�OLYHG�FROG�ZHDWKHU� LQÀX[�LQ�)HEUXDU\�DQG�DOO� WKH�KLJKHVW��DQG�RQO\�GRXEOH�
¿JXUH��FRXQWV�ZHUH� IURP�(DVW�6XVVH[�DQG�PD\�KDYH� LQYROYHG�VRPH�RI� WKH�VDPH�ELUGV�� �7KHVH�
LQFOXGHG����VHHQ�À\LQJ�GRZQVWUHDP�DW�:HW�/HYHO��(�5RWKHU��RQ�WKH�6XVVH[�.HQW�FRXQW\�ERUGHU�
RQ����-DQ������LQFOXGLQJ�VL[�DGXOW�PDOHV��RQ�WKH�5R\DO�0LOLWDU\�&DQDO�QRUWK�RI�5\H�RQ���)HE�����
�VL[�PDOHV��DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ�WKH���th. Three, including two males, on 
���)HE�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�IURP�%DUFRPEH�5HV��,Q�WKH�/RZHU�2XVH�9DOOH\�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�PDOHV�
DW�3LGGLQJKRH�RQ���DQG����)HE��¿YH�PDOHV�WKHUH�RQ����)HE��DQG�D�UHGKHDG�DW�1HZKDYHQ�RQ����
)HE��$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�KRVWHG�¿YH�RQ���DQG����)HE�ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�PDOH�RQ����)HE�DQG�DW�6KLQHZDWHU�
�(DVWERXUQH��WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�UHGKHDGV�RQ���DQG����)HE��,Q�:HVW�6XVVH[�VLQJOH�UHGKHDGV�ZDV�VHHQ�
DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ���)HE�DQG�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ���DQG����)HE��2Q�WKH�$GXU�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�
PDOHV�DQG�D�UHGKHDG�RQ�WKH�6WH\QLQJ�/HYHOV�RQ���)HE�DQG�SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH�WZR�PDOHV�IXUWKHU�
north at Shermanbury the day before. On the Lower Adur at Shoreham there were four, including 
D�PDOH��RQ����)HE��2IIVKRUH��WKH�RQO\�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�D�UHGKHDG�ZHVW�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ�
���-DQ�DQG�RQH�RII�*RULQJ�RQ����)HE��7KH�ODVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZDV�D�UHGKHDG�LQ�5\H�
%D\�RQ����)HE�DOWKRXJK�D�UHGKHDG�ÀHZ�HDVW�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����-XQ��7KLV�LV�WKH�ODWHVW�VSULQJ�
UHFRUG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�RQO\�WKH�VHFRQG�-XQH�UHFRUG�DIWHU�D�UHGKHDG�VSHQW�PXFK�RI�WKH�VXPPHU�
DW�%HZO�:DWHU�LQ������

:ĂŶ &Ğď :ƵŶ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
20 51 1 2 4

7KH�RQO\�VXPPHU�UHFRUG�ZDV��PRVW�XQXVXDOO\��D�VLQJOH�UHGKHDG�HDVW�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����-XQ��
,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�¿UVW�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�ERWK�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�DQG�:HLU�:RRG�
5HV�RQ����1RY��XQOLNHO\�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�VDPH�LQGLYLGXDO��7KHUH�ZDV�D�PDOH�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ�
��'HF�ZLWK�D�SDLU�WKHUH�IURP�WKH��th�WR�WKH���th�DQG�D�PDOH�DJDLQ�RQ�WKH���th. The Lower Cuckmere 
KRVWHG�RQH�RQ���'HF�IROORZHG�E\�RQH�DW�$UGLQJO\�5HV�RQ����'HF���>:*+@

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis

Scarce and declining resident and winter visitor; subject to culling to reduce numbers. 

5XGG\�'XFN�ZHUH�RQO\�UHFRUGHG�UHJXODUO\�DW�WZR�VLWHV��$W�WKH�:HVW�6XVVH[�ORFDWLRQ��IURP�D�
FRXQW�RI�HLJKW�RQ���-DQ�QXPEHUV�LQFUHDVHG�WR�D�SHDN�RI����RQ����-DQ�EXW�WKHQ�GURSSHG�WR�IRXU�RQ�
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��)HE�DQG�RQO\�WZR�IRU�PRVW�PRQWKV�XQWLO�6HSWHPEHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�RQ���1RY�DQG�WKUHH�RQ���
'HF��$W�WKH�(DVW�6XVVH[�ORFDWLRQ�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�VHYHQ�RQ���DQG����-DQ�ZKLFK�GURSSHG�WR�
WKUHH�RQ����)HE�DQG�WKHQ�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�LQ�PRVW�PRQWKV�XQWLO�$XJXVW�ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�WHQ�RQ�
WKH���th involving a male, two females and seven young, which was the only record of successful 
EUHHGLQJ�WKLV�\HDU��7KH�QH[W�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�WKHUH�ZHUH�RI�¿YH�RQ���DQG����6HS�DQG�WKUHH�RQ���2FW�
which may have been remnants of this group. No more than one or two were recorded on other 
dates until the end of the year.

(OVHZKHUH�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�¿YH�GDWHV�IURP���0DU�WR���$SU��RQH�DW�3DJKDP�
+EU�RQ����-XO�DQG�RQH�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����6HS��>:*+@

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa

Common introduced resident; population augmented annually by captive-bred stock.

7KLV� VSHFLHV� ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP� ��� WHWUDGV�� UDWKHU� PRUH� WKDQ� IRU� LWV� FRQJHQHU�� WKH� *UH\�
3DUWULGJH��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�/RZHU�6WDQGHDQ�RQ����-DQ�
DQG����DW�&RPSWRQ�RQ���)HE���

%HWZHHQ�$SULO�DQG�-XQH�� WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�D�PLQLPXP�RI����DW�:HVW�'HDQ�RQ����$SU���
%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�RQO\�WZR�ORFDWLRQV��7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��DQG�%DUFRPEH��,Q�WKH�ODWWHU�
case, a nest containing pheasant and partridge eggs was located but, sadly, this unusual nest was 
later found to have been predated. Breeding was probable in only seven tetrads. Only one chick 
ZDV�UHFRUGHG��ZLWK�LWV�SDUHQWV�RQ����-XQ�DW�7KH�%XUJK�

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�\HDU��WKH�ODUJHVW�FRXQW��RI�DOPRVW�FHUWDLQO\�FDSWLYH�EUHG�ELUGV��ZDV�����
DW�/RZHU�6WDQGHDQ�RQ����6HS��7KH�QH[W�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV����DW�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\�3RRO�RQ����6HS���
(OVHZKHUH��GRXEOH�¿JXUHV�ZHUH�RQO\�UHFRUGHG�DW�&OD\WRQ�:LQGPLOOV�����RQ���6HS���3DJKDP�+EU�
����RQ����6HS�DQG����2FW���7KH�%XUJK�����RQ����2FW���+LJKGRZQ��:RUWKLQJ������RQ����2FW��DQG�
5RGPHOO�����RQ����1RY���>35-+@

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix

6FDUFH�UHVLGHQW��PXFK�GHFOLQHG�EXW�EHQH¿WWLQJ�ORFDOO\�WKURXJK�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�HIIRUW��5HG�
listed species of high conservation concern.

7KLV� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP�RQO\���� WHWUDGV��PDLQO\� LQ� WKH�ZHVW� RI� WKH� FRXQW\��'XULQJ�
WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV����DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ���-DQ��D�VLWH�ZKLFK�
KHOG�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHUV�GXULQJ�-DQXDU\��(OVHZKHUH��WKH�RQO\�VLWHV�ZKHUH�WHQ�RU�PRUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�ZHUH��/LGVH\�5LIH� �%DUQKDP������RQ���-DQ��$WKHULQJWRQ��&OLPSLQJ������RQ� WKH���UG��
3DWFKDP�����RQ����)HE��6WRFNV�)P��3HWW�/HYHO���WHQ�RQ���0DU��3HSSHULQJ�)P��1RUIRON�(VWDWH���
���RQ���0DU��DQG�6WRFNV�)P��ZKHUH����ZHUH�QRWHG�RQ���0DU��ZLWK�WKH�FRPPHQW�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�QRW�
been seen there before and may have been set down by the local landowner.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�RQO\�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV��ZLWK�RQH�
SDLU�HDFK��5\H�+EU��ZKHUH�DW� OHDVW�VL[�SDLUV�EUHG��DQG� WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH��ZKLFK� LQFOXGHV�7KH�
%XUJK�DQG�3HSSHULQJ�)P���ZKHUH�����SDLUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DV�EUHHGLQJ�EXW�ZKHUH�FKLFN�VXUYLYDO�
UDWHV�GHFOLQHG�IURP�����WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�WR�RQO\������GXH�WR�WKH�SRRU�ZHDWKHU�LPSDFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�
DYDLODELOLW\�RI�LQVHFW�IRRG�LQ�0D\�DQG�-XQH��'XULQJ�WKH�DXWXPQ�DQG�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRGV��WKH�
KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�����DW�7KH�%XUJK�RQ����1RY��>35-+@
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Quail Coturnix coturnix

Scarce summer visitor; recorded in variable numbers from year to year; formerly 

occasional in winter. Red listed species of high conservation concern. Schedule 1 

species.

$IWHU�ODVW�\HDU¶V�EXPSHU�FURS�RI�UHFRUGV�DQG�VLWHV��WKLQJV�UHWXUQHG�WR�³QRUPDO´�LQ�������7KHUH�
ZHUH�SRVVLEO\�D�PLQLPXP�RI����ELUGV�IURP�HLJKW�VLWHV��7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ����
0D\�QHDU�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�LQ�������DQG�MXVW�¿YH�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH�WHQ�\HDU�
average date.

Quail, Cissbury Ring, July 2012 (Dave Sadler)

Most sites were on downland, with Cissbury Ring and The Burgh (Burpham) holding the 
PDMRULW\� RI� ELUGV��7KH� KLJKHVW� FRXQW�ZDV� WKUHH� DW� WKUHH� GLIIHUHQW� VLWHV��7KH�%XUJK� �%XUSKDP��
ZKHUH�PDOHV�ZHUH�KHDUG�VLQJLQJ��QHDU�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ����-XO�DQG���$XJ�ZKHUH�WKUHH�ELUGV�ZHUH�
KHDUG�VLQJLQJ�IURP�RQH�RI�WKH�¿HOGV�1(�RI�WKH�HVFDUSPHQW��5RGPHOO�RQ����0D\�ZKHUH�WKUHH�ZHUH�
KHDUG�VLQJLQJ�IURP�D�FURS�¿HOG��D�W\SLFDO�KDELWDW��6LQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�)LQGRQ�RQ����DQG�
���0D\��DW�$OIULVWRQ�RQ����-XO��5XVKODNH�*UHHQ�RQ���-XQ�DQG�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ���-XO��2QFH�
DJDLQ��EUHHGLQJ�FRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQ¿UPHG��EXW�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�RQH�WHWUDG�

7ZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��WKH�¿UVW�RQ����-XO�DQG�WKH�ODVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�RQ����
6HS��D�ZHHN�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�WHQ�\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�EXW�WKUHH�ZHHNV�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU¶V�GDWH�RI���
2FW��>35-+@
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Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Very common introduced resident. Population augmented annually by captive-bred 

stock.

7KLV�ZLGHVSUHDG�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�LQ�
WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH����DW�*UDIIKDP�'RZQ�RQ����)HE�DQG����DW�3LSHUV�&RSVH��1RUWKFKDSHO��
RQ����)HE��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
surveyed.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ�RQO\� VHYHQ� WHWUDGV� DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH� LQ� D� IXUWKHU�����7KH�RQO\�
QRWDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�UHSRUWV�LQYROYHG�SUHGDWHG�HJJ�VKHOOV�QRWHG�DW�:HVW�'HDQ�RQ����$SU��DW�*RGGDUGV�
*UHHQ�RQ���0D\�DQG�&RZIROG�RQ�WKH��th and a hen with at least eight very young chicks was seen 
DW�6HIWHU�)P��5RVH�*UHHQ��RQ���0D\�

The highest count in the autumn was 32 at Pagham Hbr on 3 Sep and in the second winter 
SHULRG�����DW�5RGPHOO�RQ����1RY�DQG����DW�&RFNLQJ�RQ����1RY��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�
����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>35-+@

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�HVWLPDWHG�DQQXDO�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�XQGHU�KDOI�RI�ODVW�\HDU¶V�¿JXUH�RI������DQG�DOVR�EHORZ�
WKH����\HDU�UROOLQJ�DYHUDJH�RI������

The estimates of monthly totals are shown in the table below. In line with previous reports, the 
HVWLPDWHV�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��DQG�WKH�QH[W�WZR��KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�DV�IROORZV��WKH�ODUJHVW�GDLO\�FRXQWV�
of birds moving either west or east at coastal sites have been totalled and added to the largest 
µRIIVKRUH¶�UHFRUGV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�LQODQG�UHFRUGV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
591 554 189 78 18 1 - - 6 13 52 407

7KH�PRQWKO\� WRWDOV� IRU�FRDVWDO�SDVVDJH�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV� WRJHWKHU�ZLWK� WKH�
estimated totals for all seawatching records were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
Monthly total* 471 326 162 58 17 1 4 8 44 265
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 107 24 20 29 12 - 3 3 7 164
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 98 103 37 4 9 1 - 4 25 126
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 46 129 43 2 - - - 1 25 76
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 136 33 89 18 4 - - - 3 26
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 345 274 90 26 9 - 1 - - 19

DGMXVWHG�WR�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�GXSOLFDWLRQ

$OWKRXJK�WKH�\HDU�VWDUWHG�ZHOO�ZLWK����:�RII�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ���-DQ��QXPEHUV�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�
ORZ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�WKH�RQO\�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�����
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(�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ����)HE�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�0DUFK�FRXQW�EHLQJ�MXVW����(�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�
the 3rd��7KH�RYHUDOO�¿JXUHV�ZHUH�ERRVWHG�E\�����RII�%H[KLOO�RQ����-DQ�DQG�����LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ�
���)HE�DOWKRXJK�WKLV�ODWWHU�¿JXUH�KDG�UHGXFHG�WR����E\����0DU��,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�ODUJHVW�RIIVKRUH�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�ZDV�RI�RQO\����RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����)HE�

6SULQJ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�OLJKW�ZLWK�WKH�RQO\�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�EHLQJ�RI����(�RII�%LUOLQJ�
*DS�RQ����$SU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�����UHPDLQHG�LQ�5\H�%D\�XQWLO���$SU��$Q�XQXVXDO�UHFRUG�LQYROYHG���(�
SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ���-XQ�

7KH�¿UVW� UHFRUG� RI� D� UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV� RI� RQH� DW� 6FRWQH\�&RXUW�*3�RQ����6HS��1XPEHUV�
UHPDLQHG� XQFKDUDFWHULVWLFDOO\� ORZ� ZLWK� QR� GRXEOH�¿JXUH� FRXQWV� XQWLO� DIWHU� WKH� ¿UVW� ZHHN� RI�
'HFHPEHU�IROORZLQJ�ZKLFK� WKH�PD[LPD�ZHUH����:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ� WKH��th�����:�SDVW�
7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�D�WRWDO�RI����:�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG���th�±���th. The 
WRWDOV�ZHUH�DJDLQ�ERRVWHG�E\�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�ELUGV�RIIVKRUH�LQ�5\H�%D\�ZKHUH�HLJKW�RQ����1RY�URVH�
LQ�'HFHPEHU�IURP����RQ�WKH��th�WR�����RQ�WKH���th.

7KHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�VL[�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�DZD\�IURP�WKH�RSHQ�VHD�RU�WLGDO�KDUERXUV��RQH�DW�6FRWQH\�
&RXUW�*3�RQ����6HS��RQH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����6HS�ZLWK�WKUHH�DW� WKDW�VLWH�RQ����2FW�DQG�RQH�DW�
&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ����2FW��>'++@

Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH� HVWLPDWHG� WRWDO� RI� ����ZDV� WKH� KLJKHVW� VLQFH� ����� DQG� DOVR� DERYH� WKH� ���\HDU� UROOLQJ�
DYHUDJH�RI������7KH�HVWLPDWHV�RI�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
17 9 8 66 49 2 6 9

7KH�PRQWKO\� WRWDOV� IRU�FRDVWDO�SDVVDJH�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV� WRJHWKHU�ZLWK� WKH�
estimated totals of all seawatching records were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
Monthly total* 15 4 7 62 45 1 5 7
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 4 3 2 29 9 - 1 3
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 7 1 - 4 5 1 3 3
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 1 1 1 1 - - - 1
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 6 - 6 55 42 - 1 1
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 1 - - 29 9 - - -

DGMXVWHG�WR�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�GXSOLFDWLRQ

1XPEHUV�GXULQJ� WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH� VOLJKWO\�GRZQ�RQ� WKRVH� IRU� WKH� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�
SHULRG�ODVW�\HDU��7KH�ODUJHVW�FRDVWDO�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�RI���:�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���-DQ�DQG�WKH�ODUJHVW�
RIIVKRUH�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�IRXU�LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ����)HE�

6SULQJ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�OLJKW�DSDUW�IURP�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�RQ�WZR�GDWHV��RQ����$SU�WKHUH�ZHUH����
(�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW�DQG����(�RII�%LUOLQJ�*DS��7KH�QH[W�VLJQL¿FDQW�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�RQ���0D\�ZKHQ�
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���(�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�SDVVLQJ�6SODVK�3RLQW��7KHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�UHFRUGV�RI�IRXU�ELUGV�RIIVKRUH��DW�6HOVH\�
%LOO�RQ����$SU�DQG�DW�ERWK�5XVWLQJWRQ�DQG�5RWWLQJGHDQ�RQ���0D\��7KH�ODVW�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI���
(�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����0D\�

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�RQH�RIIVKRUH�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ���2FW��)LJXUHV�IRU�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�
RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�ORZ�ZLWK�PRVW�UHFRUGV�LQYROYLQJ�RQO\�VLQJOH�ELUGV��7KH�H[FHSWLRQV�ZHUH�WZR�LQ�
5\H�%D\�RQ���'HF�DQG���(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��>'++@

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
DŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 4 4 8 11 5 1 8 4
DĂǆ �͘Žī�̂ ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 4 4 7 9 5 1 5 3

6HOVH\�%LOO�ZDV�DJDLQ�WKH�PDMRU�VLWH�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��,W�LV�DVVXPHG�WKDW�ELUGV�VHHQ�PRYLQJ�RII�
6HOVH\�%LOO�ZHUH�RQ�IHHGLQJ�ÀLJKWV�ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�ELUGV�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�EHWZHHQ�3DJKDP�
and Chichester Harbours.

$V�LQ�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��WKH�QXPEHUV�UHFRUGHG�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�YDULHG�
IURP�GD\�WR�GD\�ZLWK�SHDN�PRQWKO\�FRXQWV�RI�IRXU�RQ�WZR�GDWHV�LQ�-DQXDU\��IRXU�RQ����)HE�DQG�
seven during the last week of March. The only records away from Selsey were of one on the sea 
DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ����0DU�DQG�RQH�RIIVKRUH�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�WKH�QH[W�GD\�ZKLFK�PD\�
have been the same bird.

'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�SHULRG�WKH�QXPEHUV�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�SHDNHG�DW�QLQH�RQ���$SU�ZLWK�¿YH�VWLOO�
SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�0D\�DQG�D�ODWH�ELUG�RIIVKRUH�RQ���-XQ��6LQJOH�ELUGV�PRYLQJ�HDVW�SDVW�
7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����DQG����$SU�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�VLJKWLQJV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�6HOVH\�DUHD�

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�RQH�RII�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ���1RY�VRPH����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����
\HDU�DYHUDJH��)LYH�ELUGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����1RY�EXW�WKH�'HFHPEHU�PD[LPXP�ZDV�
of only three on the 23rd�DQG�RQ�WKH���th��$W�&OLPSLQJ�%HDFK�WKHUH�ZHUH���:�RQ����1RY�DQG�RQH�
RIIVKRUH�RQ����1RY��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�UHFRUG�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�6HOVH\�DUHD�GXULQJ�WKH�
VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZDV�RI���(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����'HF�

There were no records of this species away from the open sea or tidal estuaries during the 
\HDU��>'++@

Diver species

7KH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�RI�LGHQWLI\LQJ�GLVWDQW�GLYHUV�LQ�ÀLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�6XVVH[�
%LUG�5HSRUWV�� ,Q������WKHVH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�RQH�LQ�VL[�RI�DOO�GLYHUV�VHHQ�LQ�ÀLJKW�EHLQJ�
UHSRUWHG�DV�µ'LYHU�VSS¶�

7KH�QXPEHUV�RI�GLYHUV�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRGV�-DQXDU\�WR�0D\�
and October to December are shown in the table below.
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�ŝǀĞƌ�ƐƉƉ͘ ZͲƚ��ŝǀĞƌ �Ͳƚ��ŝǀĞƌ dŽƚĂů EŽ �͘ƉĞƌ�ŚŽƵƌ
:ͲD KͲ� :ͲD KͲ� :ͲD KͲ� :ͲD KͲ� :ͲD KͲ�

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 63 24 233 176 59 5 365 205 0.9 2.3
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 36 18 273 158 18 7 327 183 1.8 2.2
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 12 10 220 103 4 1 236 114 2.0 2.6
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ� 212 28 280 29 109 3 601 60 2.6 2.6
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 19 - 690 19 39 - 748 19 5.0 -

The totals for each site have been calculated by adding the monthly totals of birds recorded 
moving both east and west to the numbers seen on the sea. No allowance has been made for 
GXSOLFDWLRQ�DW�RU�EHWZHHQ�VLWHV�VR�WKH�FROXPQV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�WRWDOOHG���>'++@

Fulmar Fulmaris glacialis

Scarce breeding species and passage migrant; resident on coastal cliffs from November 

to September. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�ORQJ�VHD�RXWIDOO�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�DJDLQ�SURYHG�D�PDMRU�IHHGLQJ�DUHD�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�
ZLWK�PRQWKO\�PD[LPD�RI�����LQ�-DQXDU\������LQ�$SULO������LQ�0D\�DQG�����LQ�-XQH��7KH�PDMRULW\�
RI�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�PRYHPHQWV��DOO�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�IHHGLQJ�PRYHPHQWV��ZHUH�DOVR�FHQWUHG�DURXQG�
WKLV�VLWH��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�ODUJHVW�VXFK�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�RI�����:�RQ���0DU�

No detailed survey of nesting birds was carried out but the overall numbers of birds present at 
WKH�VHD�FOLIIV�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�ZHUH�EURDGO\�VLPLODU�WR�WKRVH�LQ������ZLWK����EHWZHHQ�
%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�DQG�5RWWLQJGHDQ��WZR�DW�1HZKDYHQ�DQG����VLWWLQJ�ELUGV�DW�&OLII�(QG��3HWW�/HYHO����
The largest movement recorded during the spring period in April was again at Telscombe Cliffs 
ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�����(�RQ�WKH���rd�ZLWK�VPDOOHU�PRYHPHQWV�RI����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th and 
���(�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th��7KLV�SDWWHUQ�ZDV�UHSHDWHG�LQ�-XQH�ZLWK�����:�RQ�WKH��th DQG�����(�
RQ�WKH���th past Telscombe Cliffs.

1XPEHUV�ZHUH�ORZ�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�PRQWKV�ZLWK�WKH�PD[LPXP�EHLQJ����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�
RQ����$XJ��7KH�ODVW�ELUG�OHIW�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�OHGJHV�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����6HS�DQG�WKH�RQO\�RWKHU�
UHFRUGV�GXULQJ�6HSWHPEHU�ZHUH�RI�RQH�RII�+DVWLQJV�&3�RQ�WKH���th�DQG���(�RII�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH�
��th. 

7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�OHGJHV�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����2FW��HLJKW�GD\V�HDUOLHU�
WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH��1XPEHUV�UHPDLQHG�ORZ�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK����(�RII�%LUOLQJ�
*DS�RQ���'HF�DQG����DW�&OLII�(QG�RQ���'HF�EHLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�RSHQ�VHD�ZDV�RI�RQH�À\LQJ�RYHU�7KH�'RZQV�DW�
%HHGLQJ�+LOO�RQ���-XQ��>'++@��

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea

Rare vagrant.

2QH�UHFRUGHG�À\LQJ�HDVW�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU��-$��6+��ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�FRXQW\�UHFRUG�VLQFH�
������7KLV�UHFRUG�EULQJV�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�WR�����>'++@
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Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus

Very scarce autumn visitor. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

$�UDWKHU�SRRU�\HDU�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZLWK�MXVW�WZR�UHFRUGV��,Q�$XJXVW�RQH�ÀHZ�ZHVW�SDVW�6HOVH\�
%LOO�RQ�WKH���th��&5-��20���7KH�VHFRQG�UHFRUG�ZDV�DOVR�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG��WKLV�WLPH�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW�
RQ���1RY��05(��5&6���7KHVH�UHFRUGV�EULQJ�WKH�WRWDO�IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\�XS�WR������>'++@

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

Fairly common spring to autumn passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

�����ZDV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�\HDU�IRU�VLJKWLQJV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�
UHFRUGHG�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�DQQXDO�WRWDO�VLQFH������DQG�ZHOO�DERYH�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI�������
7KH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�DW�¿YH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�DUH�VKRZQ�EHORZ�

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ
County totals* 128 2 228 107 11 10 1

E W E W E W E W E W E W E W
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 32 78 - 2 58 35 7 84 3 5 2 3 - -
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 6 2 - - 86 88 25 34 2 3 - 4 - 1
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 31 5 - - 9 4 1 - - 1 6 - - -
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 21 - - - 4 5 - - - - 1 - - -
KƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚĞƐ - - - - - 2# - - - - - - -

DGMXVWHG� WR� FRPSHQVDWH� IRU� GXSOLFDWLRQ� XVLQJ� WKH� VDPH�PHWKRG� DV� IRU� 5HG�WKURDWHG�'LYHU�� #2 W off 
Rottingdean

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�RQ���$SU�ZLWK���:�DQG���(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�ZLWK����:�DW�
WKH�VDPH�VLWH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�WKHQ�UHFRUGHG�RQ�D�IXUWKHU����GD\V�LQ�$SULO�ZLWK�
D�SHDN�RQ���th�ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH����(�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW�DQG����(�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS��1XPEHUV�ZHUH�
XQXVXDOO\�ORZ�LQ�0D\�ZLWK�RQO\�WZR�VLQJOH�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG��0D[LPXP�GDLO\�FRXQWV�LQ�-XQH�ZHUH�
���(�DQG���:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��rd�����(�DQG���:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ�WKH���th�DQG���(�DQG�
���:�DW�WKH�ODWWHU�ORFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH���th��6LJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�LQ�-XO\�LQFOXGHG���(�DQG����:�RII�6HOVH\�
%LOO�DQG���(�DQG����:�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ�WKH��nd�DQG����(�RII�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ�WKH��th. Up 
WR�IRXU�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�VL[�GDWHV�LQ�$XJXVW�DQG�¿YH�GDWHV�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�
WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI���:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ����2FW���>'++@

Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus

Very scarce spring to autumn visitor. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

$�PRGHUDWH�\HDU�IRU�UHFRUGV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZLWK�VL[�VLJKWLQJV�WRWDOOLQJ����ELUGV�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�
���LQ������EXW�RQO\�VL[�LQ�������7KH�¿UVW�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV���:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���-XQ��',6���7KH�
QH[W�UHFRUGV�DOO�FDPH�IURP�6SODVK�3RLQW�DQG�DOO�LQYROYHG�ELUGV�PRYLQJ�ZHVWZDUGV��WZR�RQ���-XQ��
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RQH�RQ����-XQ�DQG�WZR�RQ����-XO��5&6���7KH�RQO\�6HSWHPEHU�UHFRUG�LQYROYHG�D�WRWDO�RI�¿YH��WKUHH�
plus two) moving east past Worthing on the 23rd��5$,��',6���7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI���
:�SDVW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����1RY��'++����>'++@

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

Very scarce visitor, mainly in mid-summer and after autumn gales. Amber listed species 

of medium conservation concern. 

:LWK�QR�UHFRUGV�LQ������DQG�RQO\�RQH�LQ�������WKUHH�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�WKLV�\HDU�ZDV�D�ZHOFRPH�LI�
PRGHVW�LQFUHDVH��$OO�WKUHH�UHFRUGV�FDPH�LQ�-XQH�ZLWK�RQH�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�WKH��th �05(�����:�
SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��th��-$��3%�et al.��DQG�RQH�SKRWRJUDSKHG�IURP�D�¿VKLQJ�ERDW�RII�6HOVH\�RQ�
WKH���th��&:���>'++@

Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa

Rare vagrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

$�VLQJOH�ELUG�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����'HF��-$��6+��ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�VLQFH��������>'++@

Gannet Morus bassanus

Common passage migrant and non-breeding summer visitor; once scarce but now fairly 

common to common in winter. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�SDWWHUQ�RI�PRYHPHQWV�UHFRUGHG�GLIIHUHG�IURP������ZLWK�QXPEHUV�ORZHU�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�-DQ�
)HE��KLJKHU�LQ�WKH�SHULRGV�0DU�0D\�DQG�-XQ�-XO�DQG�EURDGO\�VLPLODU�WR�ODVW�\HDU¶V�¿JXUHV�GXULQJ�
$XJ�2FW�DQG�1RY�'HF��7KH�PRYHPHQWV�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�
below:

:ĂŶͲ&Ğď DĂƌͲDĂǇ :ƵŶͲ:Ƶů �ƵŐͲKĐƚ EŽǀͲ�ĞĐ
E W E W E W E W E W

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 146 469 4552 2145 2628 1411 799 711 93 549
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 80 988 1699 458 594 500 725 1347 170 958
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 554 612 834 142 182 51 390 315 62 172
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 107 241 2812 105 884 11 700 65 127 45
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 751 555 2954 116 462 58 75 - 4 -

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�GDWHV�ZLWK�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�
PRYHPHQWV�EHLQJ�����:�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ���-DQ�DQG�����:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����)HE��7KH�ODUJHVW�
IHHGLQJ�SDUW\�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKHVH�WZR�PRQWKV�ZDV�RI����ELUGV�LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ����)HE��6SULQJ�SDVVDJH�
ZDV�OLJKW�LQ�0DUFK�ZLWK�D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI�����(�RII�5RFN�D�1RUH��+DVWLQJV��RQ�WKH��th��6LJQL¿FDQW�
QXPEHUV�RFFXUUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW�ZHHN�RI�$SULO�ZLWK�����(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th while Selsey 
%LOO�REVHUYHUV�UHFRUGHG�����(�RQ�WKH���th������:�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����(�RQ�WKH���th. Numbers 
FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�KLJK�GXULQJ�0D\�ZLWK�WHQ�GDWHV�ZLWK�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�RI�ZKLFK�QLQH�LQYROYHG�
ELUGV�PRYLQJ�HDVW��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�����ELUGV�IHHGLQJ�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�EHIRUH�PRYLQJ�RII�
HDVWZDUGV�RQ����0D\��
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'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�-XQH�WKH�PRYHPHQWV�UHFRUGHG�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��
DQG�%LUOLQJ�*DS�ZHUH�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�HDVWZDUGV�ZLWK�D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI�����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH�
3rd��7KLV�SDWWHUQ�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�-XO\�ZLWK����(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��th. An interesting record 
LQYROYHG����IROORZLQJ�WUDZOHUV�RII�)HUULQJ�RQ����-XQ��$OVR�DW�)HUULQJ��DQ�DGXOW�ELUG�ZDV�SLFNHG�XS�
RQ�WKH�EHDFK�DQG�WDNHQ�LQWR�FDUH�RQ����-XQ�

,Q� WKH�$XJ�2FW�SHULRG�ZKDW�ZHUH�DVVXPHG� WR�EH�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI� IHHGLQJ�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�
GLVSHUVDO�RI�ELUGV�IURP�WKHLU�EUHHGLQJ�FRORQLHV�LQFOXGHG�����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����$XJ��D�WRWDO�
RI�����:�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�GXULQJ�6HSWHPEHU�DQG�����IHHGLQJ�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����6HS��3DVVDJH�
ZDV�OLJKW�WKURXJKRXW�1RYHPEHU�DQG�LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO�WKH�ODVW�ZHHN�RI�WKH�\HDU�WKDW�DQ\�VLJQL¿FDQW�
ZHVWZDUG�PRYHPHQWV�WRRN�SODFH�ZLWK�D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI�����:�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����'HF�

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�D�ELUG�DZD\�IURP�WKH�RSHQ�VHD�ZDV�RI�RQH�IHHGLQJ�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RQ���
-XQ��>'++@�����

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Fairly common but localised resident and common winter visitor.

The monthly WeBS counts for the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 524 526 533 671 711 637 428 710 670 910 667 654
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 30 10 23 8 6 11 21 37 49 88 54 46
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 159 239 87 69 56 59 99 106 49 115 75 103
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 23 18 78 262 209 139 nc 7 48 76 14 57
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ 32 24 2 4 1 2 1 - 6 20 63 11
�ƌƵŶ�; �̂ŽĨ��ƌƵŶĚĞůͿ 5 14 7 13 12 17 12 11 6 13 46 8
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 11 33 - 1 - 3 6 9 2 10 10 11
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ 34 18 33 12 10 15 34 40 38 43 43 33
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 20 10 36 2 2 nc 6 12 16 12 13 31
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 12 3 1 1 - 6 2 10 77 9 11 5
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ 27 8 22 4 16 nc nc nc 17 13 49 31
tĂĚŚƵƌƐƚ�WĂƌŬ 3 10 5 4 nc nc nc nc nc 57 8 4
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 15 12 11 nc nc nc nc nc 32 41 12 40
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 90 18 193 263 368 349 198 431 239 306 186 142

&RXQWV�DW�5\H�+EU� LQ�0D\�DQG�$XJXVW��DQG�DOPRVW� LQ�-XQH�EDU�RQH�ELUG��H[FHHGHG� WKH����
WKUHVKROG�RI�����IRU�D�VLWH�RI�QDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�

0RQWKO\�WRWDOV�DW�WZR�RI�WKH�PDMRU�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV��

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E - 31 - - - - 53 6 - - 27 -
W 36 - - - - - 79 20 - - 14 38

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ
E 8 7 16 7 7 3 33 - 3 55 3 -
W - 11 1 14 9 19 71 - 25 35 77 26
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$OWKRXJK�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LV�QRW�UHFRUGHG�PHWLFXORXVO\�WKH�DERYH�QXPEHUV�DUH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHGXFWLRQ�
RQ�WKRVH�IRU������IRU�UHDVRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�XQFOHDU��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�&KLFKHVWHU��3DJKDP�
DQG�5\H�+DUERXUV��6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�KDUERXUHG�ÀRFNV�ODUJHU�WKDQ�¿IW\��7KH�ODUJHVW�
FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����)HE������DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3V�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�5\H�
+EU�RQ����0DU��6PDOOHU�JURXSV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\�DOO�WKURXJK�WKH�\HDU��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�
6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�

Cormorant, Weir Wood Reservoir, August 2012 (Derek Washington)

%UHHGLQJ� ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� IURP� ¿YH� WHWUDGV� DQG� ZDV� SUREDEOH� LQ� D� IXUWKHU� RQH�� 7ZR� ODUJH�
FRORQLHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��DW�1HZ�/DNH��&KLFKHVWHU�*3V��F������QHVWV�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DQG�����QHVWV�
ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DW�5\H�+EU��$W�OHDVW����QHVWV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�,IRUG�%URRNV��-XYHQLOHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�
Arundel WWT, Weir Wood Res, Arlington Res and Iden.
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Throughout the rest of the year large concentrations remained at Chichester and Pagham 
+DUERXUV��3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�5\H�+EU��1RWDEOH�JURXSV�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�PRQWKV�ZHUH�RI����DQG�
���VHHQ�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����-XO�DQG�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����$XJ��UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KH�ODUJHVW�ÀRFN�RI�WKH�
\HDU������ELUGV��ZDV�VHHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����$XJ��7KH�RQO\�UHSRUWV�RI�URRVWLQJ�ZHUH�RI����DW�:HLU�
:RRG�5HV�RQ����$XJ��WHQ�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ�WKH���th�����RQ�S\ORQV�DW�5RGPHOO�RQ���1RY�DQG����
DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�RQ���'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�DXWXPQ��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�DW�5\H�+EU�ZDV�����RQ���6HS�
DQG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�����RQ����2FW��'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�
EH�VHHQ�DW�3DJKDP�DQG�5\H�+DUERXUV��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���'HF��

(OVHZKHUH�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RIIVKRUH�DW�%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��RQ���'HF��D�ÀRFN�RI����
ZDV�VHHQ�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ����1RY�DQG�D�JURXS�RI����DW�6WH\QLQJ�/HYHOV�RQ����1RY��'XULQJ�
WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�RQO\����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�WHQ�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���>5-(@�

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; rare away from coast. Amber listed species 

of medium conservation concern.

6RPH�����RI�UHFRUGV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�FDPH�IURP�6HOVH\�%LOO���0RQWKO\�VLJKWLQJV�WKHUH�DQG�DW�DOO�
other coastal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 17 22 21 33 17 1 - 4 5 4 5 6

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů�
E 7 18 12 10 10 - - - 2 1 1 1
W 2 1 1 3 1 - - - - - - -
o/s 6 1 6 5 4 1 - - 1 1 1 2

KƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚĞƐ
E - - 1 2 2 - - 2 - - 1 -
W 1 - 1 2 - - - 1 1 1 - -
o/s 1 2 - 1 - - - 1 1 1 3 3

The county totals shown in the above table may be greater than the true number of different 
individuals as the numbers noted offshore may relate to the same bird seen on different days.  
Furthermore it is likely that birds seen passing Selsey Bill, particularly in the early months, may 
be feeding nearby as movements are not observed further along the coast. Most observations at 
6HOVH\�%LOO�LQYROYH�XS�WR�IRXU�ELUGV�EXW�VL[����(�DQG�WZR�R�V��ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ���-DQ���������(�DQG�
RQH�R�V��RQ���)HE�DQG�¿YH�RQ�ERWK����DQG����0DU��,Q�0D\�¿YH�ZHUH�DOVR�VHHQ�RQ�WZR�RFFDVLRQV��
RQ�WKH��th�DQG���th��'XULQJ�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�\HDU�DOO�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�IURP�VL[�
different coastal sites.

$Q�LPPDWXUH�ELUG�REVHUYHG�RQ���2FW�DW�%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�ZHDULQJ�D�UHG�OHWWHUHG�ULQJ�KDG�EHHQ�
ULQJHG�DV�D�FKLFN�RQ�WKH�)DUQH�,VODQGV��1RUWKXPEHUODQG��RQ���$XJ�������6LQFH�PRVW�6KDJV�IURP�
that area stay to winter in the northeast a sighting at Brighton was of interest to the organisers of 
WKH�FRORXU�ULQJLQJ�SURMHFW���>5-(@
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(XUDVLDQ�%LWWHUQ��5\H�+DUERXU��)HEUXDU\�������'DYH�6DGOHU�

Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris

Scarce but increasing winter visitor, rare outside winter months. Red listed species of 

high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

$�SRRUHU� \HDU� WKDQ� ������ZLWK� RQO\� HLJKW� LQ� -DQXDU\� DQG� D�PD[LPXP�RI� ��� ELUGV� VHHQ� LQ�
February and lower numbers in the second half of the year. The only locations with sightings for 
more than one month during the year were Chichester GPs, Arundel WWT, Burton MP, Warnham 
/15��6KLQHZDWHU�/DNH� �(DVWERXUQH���3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�5\H�+EU�� WKRXJK� WKLV�PD\�UHÀHFW�JUHDWHU�
observer coverage of these sites. Monthly counts at these and other sites were as given in the 
table below.

$�ELUG� VHHQ� LQ� D� ���P� VTXDUH� SDWFK� RI� UHHGV� DW�(GEXUWRQ� EHWZHHQ� �� DQG� ��0DUFK�ZDV� DQ�
unusually late sighting at a new site. A booming bird was heard intermittently at Rye Hbr from 
HDUO\�0DUFK�WR����$SU��EXW�LW�ZDV�QRW�KHDUG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�DQG�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�QRW�VXVSHFWHG�

7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�DXWXPQ�WXUQHG�XS�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����2FW�DQG�ZDV�VHHQ�WKURXJK�1RYHPEHU���
1R�IXUWKHU�UHSRUWV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�XQWLO���'HF�ZKHQ�WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�DQG�RQH�DW�
&RPEH�+DYHQ��3HUKDSV�WZR�RI�WKHVH�ZHQW�WR�5\H�+EU�DQG�MRLQHG�WKH�VROLWDU\�RQH�IURP�1RYHPEHU�
EHFDXVH�RQ����'HF�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�WKHUH��EXW�RQO\�RQH�IURP�WKH�WKH���th�WR�WKH���st. Other new 
DUULYDOV�RQ�WKH���th�ZHUH�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�DQG�%XUWRQ�03��>$+@
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 8 13 5 1 1 1 1 2 2 8
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 1 1 1
�ƌƵŶĚĞů�ttd 1 1
�ƵƌƚŽŶ�DW 1 1 1
tĂƌŶŚĂŵ�>EZ 1 1
^ŚŝŶĞǁĂƚĞƌ�>ĂŬĞ�;�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞͿ 3 2
WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
ZǇĞ�,ďƌ 3 3 2 1 1 1 3
KƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 1 5 1 3
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1
�ĞĞĚŝŶŐ��ƌŽŽŬƐ 1
�ĚďƵƌƚŽŶ 1
�ĂŶĞŚŝůů�&ƵƌŶĞƌƐ�'ƌĞĞŶ 2
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ 2
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐ 2
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ 1
�ŽŵďĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ 1

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Rare vagrant. 

)ROORZLQJ�ODVW�\HDU¶V�VLQJOH�ELUG��D�VROLWDU\�DGXOW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG��DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����
0D\��PR���EXW�IRU�RQO\� WKH�RQH�GD\��7KH�DUULYDO�GDWH�ZDV� W\SLFDO�IRU� WKLV�VSHFLHV��RI�DOO�GDWHG�
UHFRUGV������RI�DUULYDOV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�WKUHH�PRQWKV��$SULO��0D\�DQG�-XQH��ZLWK�0D\�DUULYDOV�
EHLQJ�WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQW���>-$+�

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides

Very rare vagrant.

2QH�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�6HDIRUG�RQ����-XQ��-$��3$��FRXOG�QRW�EH�UHORFDWHG�GHVSLWH�VRPH�H[WHQVLYH�
searching. The record has been accepted by BBRC and is the eighth county record with the last 
EHLQJ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-XQ�������3UHYLRXV�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�$SU������-XQ������-XO�����DQG�
6HS������>'++@�

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

Very rare vagrant.

7KH�¿UVW�IRU� WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RQH�ZDWFKHG�LQ�D�¿HOG�DW�%LVKRSVWRQH��6HDIRUG��RQ���)HE��5&6��
EHIRUH� LW�ÀHZ�RII� WRZDUGV�1HZKDYHQ��QRW� WR�EH�VHHQ�DJDLQ�DSSDUHQWO\��7KH�VHFRQG�UHFRUG�ZDV�
RI�RQH�ZDWFKHG�DW�'RZQ�/HYHO��3HYHQVH\��RQ����$SU��&)%��IRU�VHYHUDO�PLQXWHV�EHIRUH�LW�ÀHZ�
WRZDUGV�5LFNQH\��7KLV�ZDV�D�W\SLFDO�VSULQJ�DUULYDO�DV�����RI�WKH�GDWHG�UHFRUGV�DUH�IRU�$SULO�WR�
0D\��7KHVH�WZR�EULQJ�WKH�WRWDO�VLQFH�������LQFOXVLYH��WR����DQG�D�FRXQW\�WRWDO�RI�D�PLQLPXP�RI�
���VLQFH�������>-$+@��
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Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Formerly rare but has bred since 2001 and is a scarce and increasing resident and 

probably scarce autumn visitor; status as winter visitor uncertain. Amber listed species 

of medium conservation concern.

%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV� WKLV�\HDU��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW� WKH�SULQFLSDO�
locations were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 61 44 101 56 91 78 128 157 300 155 136 82
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 44 20 65 29 37 17 36 46 132 71 61 36
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ 3 2 1 2 - 3 nc 2 4 1 2 1
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ĂƌďŽƵƌ - 5 8 11 15 15 28 47 91 33 16 3
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ - - 5 5 9 25 35 11 2 - 4 4
>ĂŶĐŝŶŐ�tŝĚĞǁĂƚĞƌ 5 4 4 1 3 3 3 6 6 4 4 1
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 1 3 - 1 4 5 4 9 9 10 5 4
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 24 3 7 8
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ - - - - 3 nc nc nc 1 1 13 2
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ - - - nc nc nc nc nc 2 1 1 5
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 5 4 14 3 14 4 9 14 20 29 18 15

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�WRWDOV��WKH�-DQXDU\�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�DW�5\H�+EU�ZDV�����DQG�D�ÀRFN�RI�WHQ�
ZDV�VHHQ�RQ�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ����-DQ��DQ�XQXVXDOO\�KLJK�QXPEHU�IRU�WKLV�VLWH�

7KLV�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�\HDU�WR�GDWH�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�EUHHGLQJ�LQ�6XVVH[��'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�
������QHVWV�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DW� HLJKW� VLWHV� DV� IROORZV��2OG�3DUN�:RRG� �%RVKDP������1RUWK�:DOO�
�3DJKDP�+EU�� ���$SSOHVKDP� �&RRPEHV�� ��� +HQ¿HOG� ��� 6RXWKHDVH� �5�2XVH�� ��� &KDUOHVWRQ� ���
/XVWHGV��*O\QOHLJK�����:LQFKHOVHD������%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�+RH�)DUP��)ODQVKDP��EXW�QR�
count was made. There was no count at Glynleigh Decoy Wood or at Pebsham Wood.

7KHUH�ZDV�WKH�XVXDO�DXWXPQ�LQÀX[�RI�ELUGV�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK��&RXQWV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�
WKH�:H%6�ZHUH����LQ�WKH�/RZHU�$GXU�9DOOH\�RQ����$XJ�����DW�*RULQJ�*DS�RQ����6HS�DQG�WKH�
VDPH�QXPEHU�DW�)HUULQJ�RQ����2FW�����URRVWLQJ�DW�&RRPEHV�RQ����-XO�DQG����DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�
DOVR�RQ�WKH���th��0D[LPXP�FRXQWV�DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�ZHUH����LQ�$XJ�����LQ�6HS�DQG����LQ�2FW���
7KH�:RUWKLQJ�VHDZDWFKLQJ�ORJ�UHFRUGHG����RQ�WKH�EHDFK�RQ����6HS��ULVLQJ�WR����RQ�WKH���th, with 
QLQH�VWLOO�WKHUH�RQ����2FW�

Counts of roosts were also much less complete than usual this year, the only ones received are 
shown below, and are well below the numbers of recent years.

�ƵŐ KĐƚ �ĞĐ
dŚŽƌŶĞǇ��ĞĞƉƐ - 75 -
ZǇĞ�,ďƌ 49 24 22

,QODQG��REVHUYHUV�DW�:DUQKDP�/15�UHFRUGHG�XS�WR�WKUHH�LQ�HYHU\�PRQWK�H[FHSW�0D\��-XQH�DQG�
$XJXVW��ZLWK�WZR�DOVR�UHJXODUO\�VHHQ�DW�QHDUE\�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�IURP�-DQ�WR�$SU��$�JURXS�RI�
¿YH�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����'HF�ZDV�PRUH�XQXVXDO��DV�ZDV�RQH�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����1RY��$W�
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3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�QXPEHUV�EXLOW�XS�IURP�WKUHH�LQ�-DQXDU\�WR�D�VSULQJ�SHDN�RI����RQ����0D\��IHOO�
DJDLQ�WR�¿YH�LQ�-XQH�DQG�WKHQ�UDSLGO\�LQFUHDVHG�DJDLQ�WR�DQ�DXWXPQ�SHDN�RI����RQ���-XO\��DQG�EDFN�
DJDLQ�WR�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�IURP�6HSWHPEHU�RQZDUGV���>&-5%@

Little Egret, Bewl Water, November 2012 (Malcolm Freeman)

Great White Egret Ardea alba

Rare vagrant.

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�IURP���WR����)HE��&%&���$�VHFRQG�
LQGLYLGXDO��DQ�DGXOW��ZDV�DW�/HZHV�%URRNV�RQ����$SU�WR���0D\��'&��-)&��ZKLFK�SURPSWHG�WKH�
FRPPHQW�WKDW�WKH�REVHUYHU�µFRXOG�QRW�UHFDOO�VXPPHU�SOXPDJHG�*:(�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\¶��$Q�DGXOW��
SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUG��ZDV�VHHQ�URRVWLQJ�ZLWK�WZR�/LWWOH�(JUHWV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����-XQ�
(RA, PHH).
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,Q�2FWREHU��RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��$+��DQG�LW��RU�DQRWKHU�QRQ�
EUHHGLQJ� DGXOW� RU� LPPDWXUH�ELUG�ZDV� VHHQ�À\LQJ� HDVW� DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV� RQ� WKH���th (DHH).  
7KH�QH[W� VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�RI� RQH� DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���'HF� �%-<�� DQG�3HWW�/HYHO� WKH�QH[W� GD\� �35����
3UHVXPDEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUG�ZDV�WKHQ�VHHQ�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�À\LQJ�HDVW�RQ�WKH���th (DHH) and 
WKHQ�EDFN�DW�5\H�+EU�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�RQ�WKH���th��66���%RWK�ZHUH�VHHQ�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th 
but by the 23rd only one remained which was seen again at Pett Level on the 23rd����th�DQG���th. 
$VVXPLQJ�WKHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV��)HE������$SU�DQG�-XQ������2FW������'HF������WKH�FRXQW\�
WRWDO�IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\�PRYHV�WR����DQG�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�VLQFH�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�LQ������WR�����>-$+@

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Fairly common resident.

*UH\�+HURQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW�
the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 84 70 108 65 83 69 105 107 105 136 114 79
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 14 6 12 3 10 2 9 5 15 13 17 8
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 2 6 6 4 5 7 6 9 3 9 6 3
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 8 - 2 2 - 2 nc 2 2 1 1 -
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 9 7 10 8 9 26 30 21 15 25 7 7
�ƌĚŝŶŐůǇ�ZĞƐ nc 1 - 1 - nc 4 nc 3 1 3 5
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ 5 8 35 24 32 5 16 16 7 6 4 5
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 8 - 3 1 4 4 nc nc 3 7 7 4
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc - 4 3 7
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ 1 9 7 nc 3 nc nc nc 7 7 15 6
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 2 - - nc nc nc nc nc 10 15 9 5
�ĂƌǁĞůů�ZĞƐ - - nc nc 1 - 1 nc 7 3 nc nc
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 11 16 8 4 6 5 12 15 10 17 16 11

6LJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�FDPH�IURP�WZR�VLWHV�����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ�
��$SU�����WKHUH�RQ����0D\�DQG����WKHUH�RQ����$XJ�DQG����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���)HE�

'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�����QHVWV�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DW����VLWHV��FI������QHVWV�LQ��������&RXQWV�
IRU�LQGLYLGXDO�KHURQULHV��OLVWHG�IURP�ZHVW�WR�HDVW��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV��:HVWERXUQH�QF��)RUHVW�0HUH����
)LVKERXUQH����2ZO�&RSVH��3DJKDP�����&KXUFK�1RUWRQ����1HZ�3RQG��0LGKXUVW�����)ODQVKDP�����
:DUQLQJFDPS����3DUKDP����$QJPHULQJ����.QHSS����:DUQKDP�����+HQ¿HOG����&RRPEHV����&RSKDOO�
:RRG��,¿HOG�����%XUJHVV�+LOO����$UGLQJO\�QF��:HLU�:RRG�5HV�����5RGPHOO����)LUOH����+HPSVWHDG�
:RRG��8FN¿HOG�����&KDUOHVWRQ����+DGORZ�'RZQ�����(ULGJH�����+DPSGHQ�3DUN��(DVWERXUQH�����
*O\QOHLJK�����:DGKXUVW�3DUN����+RUVHEULGJH�5RDG��:DUWOLQJ�����%XUZDVK������QHDU�,FNOHVKDP����
:LQFKHOVHD�����/HDVDP����

7KH�VLWHV�DW�,¿HOG�DQG�QHDU�,FNOHVKDP�DUH�QHZ��ZLWK�WKH�ODWWHU�QHVW�LQ�D�URRNHU\��6RPH�RI�WKH�
FRXQWV�DUH�HVWLPDWHV��ZKHUH�DFFHVV�ZDV�HLWKHU�GLI¿FXOW�RU�GHQLHG��$ZD\�IURP�WKH�KHURQULHV��ODUJH�
reservoirs and harbours, most reports during the rest of the year are of single birds or two or three 
birds at ponds, streams and marshy areas.

A leucistic Grey Heron was observed at Bewl Water and LV�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�D�VHSDUDWH�DUWLFOH�RQ�
SDJH������>$%:@
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Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

Rare vagrant. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�7KH�6HYHUDOV��&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��RQ���-XQ�
�0'��,0F.���7KLV�UHFRUG�UDLVHV�WKH�WRWDO�IRU�����������LQFOXVLYH�WR�HLJKW�DQG�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�WR�
����>-$+@

Black Stork Ciconia nigra

Rare vagrant.

2QH�LQ�ÀLJKW�RYHU�:HVW�%XUWRQ�+LOO�RQ����-XO�ZDV�VHHQ�E\�WZR�YLVLWLQJ�REVHUYHUV��+-&��:-&����
7KLV�LV�WKH�WKLUWHHQWK�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�%%5&���>'++@

White Storks, Fontwell, May 2012 (Dorian Mason)

White Stork Ciconia ciconia

Rare vagrant; mainly in the spring. 

7KH�\HDU������ZDV�H[FHSWLRQDO�IRU�:KLWH�6WRUNV�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW����UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�GXULQJ�
WKH�\HDU��,QGLYLGXDOV�DQG�SDUWLHV�RI�XS�WR�¿YH�ELUGV�WRXUHG�DURXQG�6XVVH[�DQG�YLVLWHG�RWKHU�FRXQWLHV�
WRR��7KH�¿UVW�ZDV�RQH�ZKLFK�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��7KH�%XUJK�DQG�:DUQKDP�RQ��������DQG����
Apr respectively (SC et al.). This was followed by another single bird at Broadford Bridge (West 
&KLOWLQJWRQ��RQ���0D\��%0��
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2Q� �� 0D\� ¿YH� ELUGV�� SUHYLRXVO\� UHFRUGHG� LQ� 2[IRUGVKLUH�� ZHUH� VHHQ� À\LQJ� ZHVW� RYHU�
Littlehampton (CWM) and then at Church Norton and West Wittering where they turned back 
and circled over Pagham Hbr for two hours (IML et al.). The following day they were relocated, 
IHHGLQJ�QHDU�)RQWZHOO��ZKHUH�WKH\�UHPDLQHG�XQWLO�GHSDUWLQJ�QRUWK�HDVWZDUGV�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�DIWHUQRRQ�
EHIRUH�YHHULQJ�VRXWKHDVW�RYHU�(DUWKDP�:RRG��-6���7KHVH�ELUGV�WKHQ�YLVLWHG�'RUVHW�DQG�IRXU�RI�
WKHP�PDGH�D�FLUFXLWRXV�MRXUQH\�WR�'HUE\VKLUH��$OVR�RQ���0D\��WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�/15�
(MRE, RCS) with probably the same two birds recorded over Telscombe Tye the following day 
�670��EHIRUH�WKH\�PRYHG�RQ�WR�.HQW�

$�IXUWKHU�VLQJOH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����0D\��$$��ZLWK�SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH�
ELUG�RYHU�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU��06�+���7ZR�ZHUH�WKHQ�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
DQG�$UXQGHO�DUHD�IURP���±���0D\��-'��-:�et al.). It is possible that these two were the same birds 
DV�WKRVH�VHHQ�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�PRQWK�DW�5\H�DQG�ZKLFK�OHIW�.HQW�RQ����0D\��2Q����-XQ�WKUHH�ZHUH�
ORFDWHG�DW�/LGVH\�ZKHUH�WKH\�UHPDLQHG�XQWLO�WKH���th��$5.��$6�et al.).  The following day they 
were recorded over Worthing (NLB) and Cissbury Ring. Three days later they were seen again, 
WKLV�WLPH�RYHU�$QJPHULQJ�DQG�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��$$���)LQDOO\��RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�RI�-XQH�WKH\�ZHUH�
seen over Pulborough Brooks, Pagham Harbour and Stoughton (RW et al.). The total number of 
UHFRUGV�WKLV�FHQWXU\�MXPSV�WR�����>-$+��'++@

Glossy Ibis, Pagham North Wall, May 2012 (Dorian Mason)

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

Rare vagrant.

7KHUH�ZHUH� QXPHURXV� UHSRUWV� RI� WKLV� VSHFLHV� GXULQJ� ������ LQ� D� \HDU�ZKHQ� RYHU� ����ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�LQ�%ULWDLQ�IURP�DV�IDU�D¿HOG�DV�WKH�,VOH�RI�(LJJ�DQG�WKH�,VOHV�RI�6FLOO\��,W�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�
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HVWDEOLVK�SUHFLVHO\�KRZ�PDQ\�ELUGV�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�6XVVH[�VLJKWLQJV�EXW�LW�LV�SUREDEOH�WKDW�
WKH�PLQLPXP�ZDV�VL[�DQG�WKH�PD[LPXP�HLJKW�EULQJLQJ�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�WR�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�%DUQKDP�RQ����)HE��$/��IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�
&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU��05(���7ZR�ZHUH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�1RUWK�:DOO�RQ���0D\��0'6��
-6:�et al.��ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�RQH�VHHQ�UHJXODUO\�WKURXJKRXW�0D\�DQG�WKHQ�LQWHUPLWWHQWO\�XQWLO����$XJ���
$OVR� LQ�0D\� WKHUH�ZHUH�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�5RGPHOO�RQ� WKH���st� DQG���th (STM) with possibly the 
same bird at Horse Eye Level on the 23rd��73)���2QH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����DQG����0D\��,'+��'2��
LQFUHDVHG�WR�WZR�RQ�WKH���th�DQG���th (RCS et al.) with the second bird possibly being that from 
+RUVH�(\H�/HYHO��$OO�WKH�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�%%5&��>'++@��

Spoonbill Platelea leucorodia

Scarce visitor, most frequent in spring and autumn. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

6OLJKWO\�IHZHU�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU��ZLWK�VLJKWLQJV�UHODWLQJ�WR�D�PLQLPXP�RI����
LQGLYLGXDOV��WKRXJK�PRUH�OLQJHUHG�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU�DW�IDYRXUHG�VLWHV��,W�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DVVHVV�H[DFWO\�
how many individuals were present, particularly in March, when birds appeared to be wandering 
along the coast.

The estimated minimum numbers at the principal sites were as follows (Western Hbrs: 
&KLFKHVWHU�DQG�3DJKDP�+EUV�DQG�6HOVH\�%LOO��RWKHU�FRDVWDO�VLWHV��&OLPSLQJ��)HUULQJ��:RUWKLQJ��
6KRUHKDP�DQG�6W��/HRQDUGV��5\H�%D\��3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�5\H�+EU��

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ
County total 13 1 1 1 2 10 7
tĞƐƚĞƌŶ�,ďƌƐ 3 1 - - 1 4 1
WƵůďŽƌŽƵŐŚ��ƌŽŽŬƐ - - - 1 - - -
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ 2 - - - - - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 2 - 1 - 1 1 -
KƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽĂƐƚĂů�ƐŝƚĞƐ 6 - - - - 5 6

7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���0DU��7KH�QH[W�ZHUH�WZR�DW�&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ�RQ�WKH���th��DQRWKHU� WZR�LPPDWXUH�ELUGV�À\LQJ�ZHVW�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th and regular 
VLJKWLQJV�RI�WZR�DW�WKH�1RUWK�:DOO�DUHD�RI�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����WR����0DU��7KH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�
these were the same birds cannot be dismissed. Following the sighting at Pagham Hbr, a group 
RI�WKUHH�ZDV�VHHQ�À\LQJ�HDVW�SDVW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS��)HUULQJ�DQG�:RUWKLQJ�DOVR�RQ�WKH���nd with the 
possibility that these included the two from Pagham Hbr and, possibly, the one seen on 3 Mar 
ZKLFK�KDG��PHDQZKLOH��JRQH�PLVVLQJ��7KH�QH[W�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�À\LQJ�HDVW�DW�6W��
/HRQDUGV�RQ�WKH���th��SRVVLEO\�RQH�RI�WKH�IRUPHU����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\�IROORZHG�RQ�
WKH���th�E\���(�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS��WKH�RULJLQV�RI�WKHVH�DUH�XQFHUWDLQ��3DUDGR[LFDOO\��RQH�WXUQHG�XS�DW�
3DJKDP�+EU�DOVR�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�VWD\HG�WR�WKH���st. The last April sighting was of one at Pagham 
+EU�RQ����$SU��,Q�0D\��RQH�YLVLWHG�5\H�+EU�IURP�WKH���th�WR�WKH���th�DQG�LQ�-XQH�DQRWKHU�LQGLYLGXDO�
VWD\HG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�IURP�WKH��th�WR�WKH��th.

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ��D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�IURP����WR����6HS�ZDV�SUHVXPDEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUG�VHHQ�
DW�5\H�+EU�IURP����WR����6HS�DQG�DJDLQ�RQ���2FW��$QRWKHU�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����
6HS�WLOO���2FW�EXW�WKHQ�GLVDSSHDUHG��SHUKDSV�LW�ZDV�WKH�RQH�ZKLFK�WXUQHG�XS�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH��th.  
7KHUH�WKHQ�IROORZHG�D�JURXS�RI�IRXU�ELUGV�ZKLFK�WRRN�XS�UHVLGHQFH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����WR����
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Oct. Whether these were part of a group of birds seen on the R Adur at Shoreham on three spaced 
GDWHV��VL[�RQ���2FW��¿YH�RQ����2FW�DQG�VL[�RQ���1RY��LV�GHEDWDEOH��EXW�WKHVH�ZHUH�WKH�ELJJHVW�FRXQWV�
RI�WKH�\HDU��7KH�¿QDO�VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�RI�DQRWKHU�VLQJOH�ELUG�RQ�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ����1RY��>$+@

/LWWOH�*UHEH��5\H�+DUERXU��$XJXVW�������%DUU\�<DWHV�

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

Scarce resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

/LWWOH�*UHEHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�VXLWDEOH�KDELWDWV��7KH�PRQWKO\�
WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 182 149 133 33 32 34 28 58 125 165 193 163
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 75 24 69 6 6 6 6 6 15 21 54 31
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 35 32 13 6 4 8 2 13 22 34 37 25
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 5 3 9 5 5 8 nc 9 4 9 6 3
�ƌŽŽŬůĂŶĚƐ�tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 3 2 5 - 5 3 - 5 18 9 4 5
tŝĚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�>ĂŶĐŝŶŐ 26 19 8 - - - - - - - 3 24
EŽǀŝŶŐƚŽŶ�̂ ĂŶĚ�Wŝƚ 1 5 2 4 4 1 1 3 8 6 2 2
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 8 6 6 7
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 5 4 2 nc nc nc nc nc 15 10 11 8
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 11 46 13 5 4 2 12 13 31 55 50 39
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6LJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO� WR� WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�ZHUH�� LQ� WKH�/RZHU�&XFNPHUH�9DOOH\�����
RQ����)HE�����RQ���0DU�DQG����RQ����2FW�DQG��DW�:LGHZDWHU��/DQFLQJ������RQ���)HE��'XULQJ�WKH�
HDUO\�6:%6����ZHUH�FRXQWHG�EXW�IURP�RQO\�WZR���NP�VTXDUHV�RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�WHQ�DW�
:LGHZDWHU��/DQFLQJ��RQ����)HE��

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�PLQLPXP�QXPEHUV��WDNLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�FRXQW�DW�D�VLWH�DV�WKH�PLQLPXP��
were as follows: 

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 133 224 102 61 46 47 35 56 88 141 160 153
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 22 28 21 18 19 11 13 28 17 22 21 27

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�¿YH��7KH�HDUOLHVW�UHSRUW�
RI�DWWHPSWHG�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�RI�D�SDLU�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�EXLOGLQJ�D�QHVW�RQ����-DQ��7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�
RI� VXFFHVVIXO� EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�RI� WZR�QHZO\�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�DW�:LOEHHV�)P� �$UOLQJWRQ��RQ���$SU�
IROORZHG�E\�D�SDLU�ZLWK�RQH�\RXQJ��DQG�SRVVLEO\�PRUH�HJJV��DW�3RVVLQJZRUWK�3DUN�RQ�WKH���th.  
7KHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�SDLUV�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��VL[�
pairs at Pagham Hbr, two at Pulborough Brooks, four pairs at Pett Level and a minimum of four 
SDLUV�DW�5\H�+EU�ZKHUH� WKUHH� WLQ\�FKLFNV�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ���$XJ�EXW�RWKHUZLVH�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV�
overall was unknown.  

SU

SZ

TQ

TV

TR

0

1

2

3

4

8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

  Total...............:-  86 (8%)
Confirmed breeding.:-   12 (1%)
Probably breeding..:-    5 (0%)
Possibly breeding..:-    3 (0%)
Present only.......:-   66 (6%)

One unfortunate bird was taken and eaten by a Grey Heron at Pett Level on 23 Aug. The only 
FRXQWV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI����ELUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�DW�5\H�+EU�ZLWK����RQ����1RY��
���RQ����'HF�DQG����RQ����'HF��>-$+@

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

Fairly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW�WKH�
principal sites were as given in the table below:
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 321 999 312 167 162 131 133 202 579 472 396 284
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 27 12 13 20 22 3 1 - 12 - 13 17
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1 1 14 6 6 8 13 15 25 19 23 15
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 19 6 25 13 26 23 nc 23 50 36 27 11
'ŽƌŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ nc 4 18 - - nc nc nc - - 2 1
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ 5 6 32 39 38 43 47 99 72 80 68 55
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐ 4 - 4 6 6 6 14 30 37 12 37 44
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 23 35 86 nc nc nc nc nc 319 247 128 100
'ůǇŶĞ�'ĂƉ 210 525 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 1 nc
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 9 399 82 37 27 20 21 22 30 20 66 26

7KH�WRWDO�RI�����LQ�0D\�ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�WHQ�\HDUV�ZKLOVW�WKRVH�IRU�)HEUXDU\��
$SULO��-XQH�DQG�6HSWHPEHU�ZHUH�WKH�VHFRQG�KLJKHVW�GXULQJ�WKDW�SHULRG��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPH����FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH��7KHVH�ZHUH�QRW�RQO\�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�
WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�LQ�VHYHUDO�FDVHV�EXW�DOVR�ZHUH�HVVHQWLDOO\�RI�ÀRFNV�RIIVKRUH��7KHVH�LQFOXGHG�����
RII�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-DQ������WKHUH�RQ����)HE�DQG�����RQ����0DU��ZKLOVW�DW�:RUWKLQJ�SHDN�FRXQWV�
ZHUH�����RQ���)HE�DQG�����RQ���0DU��

'HVSLWH� ODUJH�ÀRFNV�EHLQJ� UHFRUGHG�RQ� WKH�VHD� IHZ�ELUGV�DUH�VHHQ�PRYLQJ�DV� VKRZQ� LQ� WKH�
following table of monthly totals from the principal seawatching sites:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E 11 4 5 11 7 1 2 1 2 4
W 36 5 1 14 6 2 1 2 16 27

�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ��ĞĂĐŚ
E - - - - - - - - - -
W 1 - 1 - - - - - 5 -

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�
E 4 - - 4 - - - - 2 4
W 3 - - 1 - 2 - 5 3 85

dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ
E - - 3 - - - - - 2 6
W 1 - - 2 - - - - 4 6

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E 14 - 20 4 8 - - 2 - 1
W 15 - 2 4 - - - - - -

�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ
E 15 - 5 4 3 - - - - -
W 13 - - 1 - - - - - 8

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�WKUHH��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�
VLJQV�RI�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�ZHUH�RI� D�SDLU� GLVSOD\LQJ�DW�*RGGDUGV�*UHHQ�RQ���)HE�DQG�D�SDLU�
SHUIRUPLQJ� WKH� FRXUWVKLS�ZHHG�GDQFH�DW�(DVWERXUQH�RQ� WKH���th. A bird was seen on a nest at 
3DWFKLQJ�3RQG�RQ����0DU�ZKLOH�DQRWKHU��SUHVXPDEO\�LWV�PDWH��ZDV�¿VKLQJ�QHDUE\�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�
\RXQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�WKUHH�OHVV�WKDQ�D�ZHHN�ROG�VHHQ�WKHUH�RQ����$SU��7KH�DQQXDO�EUHHGLQJ�FRXQW�
at Pagham Hbr recorded four pairs and that at Rye Hbr was of four pairs, but breeding success 
was not recorded for either site.

During the second winter period counts were largely unremarkable. There were only seven 
FRXQWV�H[FHHGLQJ����ELUGV�DQG�WKRVH�QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�LQFOXGH�����DQG����LQ�5\H�
%D\�RQ���DQG����'HF�UHVSHFWLYHO\�DQG����:�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���'HF��>-$+@
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Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern. 

7KH�QXPEHUV�RI�ELUG�GD\V��PLQLPXP�QXPEHUV�RI�ELUGV�DQG�QXPEHUV�RI�VLWHV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV� 

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚͲĚĂǇƐ 2 12 17 1 4 7
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ� 2 7 4 1 4 7
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 2 3 2 1 2 5

7KH� PDMRULW\� RI� VLJKWLQJV� ZHUH� IURP� VLWHV� EHWZHHQ� 6HOVH\� %LOO� DQG� :RUWKLQJ� DQG� RQO\�
RFFDVLRQDOO\� IXUWKHU� HDVW��$SDUW� IURP� WKH� RFFDVLRQDO� ELUG� VHHQ� À\LQJ� HDVW� DW� 6HOVH\�%LOO� RU� DW�
Climping Gap most were recorded offshore between Ferring and Worthing. This stretch of 
coastline has been regarded, in the above table, as one site since birds were recorded variously 
along this stretch with different observers using different site names for, in effect, the same 
location and, most probably, the same birds present for several days.  

7KH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�D�ELUG�VHHQ�À\LQJ�ZHVW�RQ���-DQ�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG���
7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�VLJKWLQJ�LQ�-DQXDU\�ZDV�RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK�ZKHQ�D�ELUG�ZDV�LQ�WKH�KDUERXU�
mouth at West Wittering (Chichester). There were two records in February of birds showing some 
VXPPHU�SOXPDJH����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���st�DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th, which 
FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ� WKH�VDPH�ELUG��+RZHYHU�� WKUHH�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ� WKH���st (which 
PLJKW�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�WKH�6HOVH\�ELUG��DQG�IURP�WKHQ�XQWLO����0DU�RQH�RU�WZR�UHPDLQHG�EHWZHHQ�
)HUULQJ�DQG�:RUWKLQJ�ZLWK�WKUHH�VHHQ�RQ����0DU��2QH�DW�5XVWLQJWRQ�RQ����DQG����0DU�FRXOG�KDYH�
EHHQ�SDUW�RI�WKLV�JURXS��7KH�ODVW�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI���(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���$SU�

1R�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZDV�
RQ����1RY�ZLWK���(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�ZKLFK�ZDV�SUREDEO\�WKH�VDPH�VHHQ�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�WKH�VDPH�
GD\��7KLV�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�WZR�RIIVKRUH�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH���th and one at East Head (West 
:LWWHULQJ��RQ�WKH���th. All sightings in December were of single birds: offshore at Selsey Bill on 
WKH��st��DW�3HEVKDP�0DUVK�RQ�WKH��nd����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th��DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th����
(�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th��RIIVKRUH�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG��¿QDOO\����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�
RQ�WKH���th���>5$%@

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�QXPEHUV�RI�ELUG�GD\V��WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�GD\V�DQG�QXPEHUV�RI�VLWHV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚͲĚĂǇƐ 72 218 85 2 8 71 109
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĚĂǇƐ 13 18 16 1 6 16 18
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 5 7 7 1 5 3 9
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Peak monthly counts at various coastal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 4 1 - - - - 4
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů�ʹ ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�EŽƌƚŽŶ 30 65 21 - 2 10 19
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ - 6 4 - - - -
>ŝƩůĞŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ�ʹ �tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 6 5 10 2 1 - -
>ĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ʹ ��ĞĂĐŚǇ�,ĞĂĚ - 1 1 - - - 1
�ĞǆŚŝůů�ʹ �,ĂƐƟŶŐƐ 2 7 - - - - 1
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - 1 - 1 1 2

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�UHFRUGV�ZHUH��DV�XVXDO��LQ�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG��LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��
SDUWLFXODUO\�RIIVKRUH�EHWZHHQ�6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��7KH�SHDN�FRXQW�WKHUH�LQ�-DQXDU\�
RFFXUUHG�RQ�WKH��th�ZKHQ����:�DQG���(�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�EXW�QXPEHUV�RIIVKRUH�QRUPDOO\�
YDULHG�IURP�RQH�WR�VL[��,Q�)HEUXDU\��DQ�DPD]LQJ�FRXQW�RI�����RQ�D�ÀDW�FDOP�VHD�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�
ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH���th��WKLV�WKH�VHFRQG�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�UHFRUGHG�WKLV�FHQWXU\�RQO\�EHWWHUHG�E\�
���DW�WKH�VDPH�VLWH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�'HFHPEHU�������7ZHQW\�VHYHQ�UHPDLQHG�RQ�WKH���rd�DQG����RQ�
WKH���th��RWKHUZLVH�RIIVKRUH�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�DQ\WKLQJ�XS�WR�HLJKW��7KH�SHDN�FRXQW�LQ�0DUFK�ZDV����
RQ�WKH���th�EXW�WKH�PD[LPXP�RWKHUZLVH�ZDV�RQO\�VHYHQ��1XPEHUV�HOVHZKHUH�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW�ZHUH�
JHQHUDOO\�XQUHPDUNDEOH�DQG�WKH�ODVW�WZR�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����$SU�

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�DQG�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����2FW�DQG�
D�IXUWKHU�VHYHQ�ELUGV�DSSHDUHG�HOVHZKHUH�E\�WKH���th��EXW�QXPEHUV�DW�DQ\�VLWH�QHYHU�H[FHHGHG�WZR���
In November, at the favoured western site, numbers varied through the month from one to ten.  
,Q�'HFHPEHU�WKHUH��VPDOO�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�À\LQJ�ZHVW�RQ�¿YH�GDWHV�EXW�WKH�XVXDO�RIIVKRUH�
FRXQWV�UDUHO\�H[FHHGHG�VHYHQ�ELUGV��7KH�RQO\�LQODQG�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�
RQ����DQG����2FW�DQG����WR����'HF�DQG�DW�:LFNV�)P��<DSWRQ��RQ����'HF��>-$+@

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis

Very scare winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 5 5 4 - 1 - - 2 1
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 3 4 2 - 1 - 2 1

7KH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RQ���-DQ�ZKHQ�WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV��/DWHU�
LQ�WKH�PRQWK�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�HLWKHU�HQG�RI�WKH�FRXQW\��RQH�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ�WKH���th, one at 
3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WZR�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH���th.

$�ELUG�ZDV�LQ�WKH�5\H�+EU�DUHD�RQ���DQG���)HE�DQG�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�DOVR�VHHQ�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�
RQ�WKH��th�DQG��th��$QRWKHU�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�RII�5XVWLQJWRQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�ZDV�MRLQHG�E\�DQRWKHU�RQ�
WKH���th��RQH�RI�WKHVH�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VLJKWLQJV�RI�RQH�RQ�WKH���th off Goring Gap.  
$QRWKHU�ORQJ�VWD\LQJ�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�SUHVHQW�LQ�(DVWERXUQH�IURP���)HE�XQWLO�DW�OHDVW����0DU�DQG�
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was seen at both Shinewater Lake and West Langney Lake on different dates. The highest count 
RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�WKUHH�GULIWLQJ�HDVW�RQ�WKH�VHD�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ����0DU��2QH�DW�3HWW�
/HYHO�RQ����0D\�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�VSULQJ�

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�D�ELUG�ZDV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���2FW�DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3V�RQ����2FW��7KH�
ODVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RQ�6RXWKZLFN�&DQDO�RQ����1RY���>5$%@

Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus

Very scarce breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�JURXS�ZKR�PRQLWRU�EUHHGLQJ�+RQH\�EX]]DUGV�LQ�6XVVH[�REVHUYHG�ELUGV�DW�VHYHQ�GLIIHUHQW�
VLWHV��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��LW�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�GLVDVWURXV�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�MXVW�RQH�NQRZQ�VXFFHVVIXO�
pair, which raised two young. There were only four known successful nests in the whole of the 
8.�LQ�������7KH�FROG��ZHW�ZHDWKHU�RI�$SULO��0D\�DQG�-XQH�KDG�D�GUDPDWLF�HIIHFW�RQ�WKH�ZDVS�
population and it was, presumably, lack of their staple food that was the cause of this widespread 
breeding failure.

7KHUH�ZDV�D�FRDVWDO�PLJUDQW�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�KHDGLQJ�QRUWK�RQ����0D\��6+/�et al.). A pair 
ZDV�VHHQ�DW�RQH�LQODQG�VLWH�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[�RQ����0D\��%))�et al.) with a single seen inland in 
(DVW�6XVVH[�RQ����0D\��&+'���$W�DQRWKHU�LQODQG�VLWH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�RQ����-XQ��6-1��DQG�
HOVHZKHUH��DQ�REVHUYHU�VDZ�D�IHPDOH�RQ���-XO��DQRWKHU�VLQJOH�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�D�ZLQJ�FODSSLQJ�PDOH�
RQ�WKH���th��DOO�3'0���2Q����-XO�D�+RQH\�EX]]DUG�ZDV�VHHQ�VRDULQJ�ORZ�RYHU�ZRRGODQG�LQ�(DVW�
6XVVH[��-&���'HVSLWH�WKH�HDUO\�GDWH�LW�VHHPV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�DQ�µDXWXPQ¶�PLJUDQW��$W�%HDFK\�
+HDG�WKHUH�ZDV�D�IHPDOH�RQ����$XJ��-)&��05(��ZLWK�DQRWKHU�PLJUDQW�DW�%HUZLFN�RQ����$XJ��&+��
5&6����>0(.@�

Red Kite Milvus milvus

9HU\� VFDUFH� EUHHGLQJ� UHVLGHQW� �¿UVW� EUHG� LQ� ������ DQG� VFDUFH� EXW� LQFUHDVLQJ� YLVLWRU���
Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

$�VXUYH\�E\�WKH�5HG�.LWH�VWXG\�WHDP�RI�ZLQWHU�URRVWV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�6XVVH[�VWXG\�DUHD�IRXQG�D�
PD[LPXP�RI����ELUGV�RQ����-DQXDU\�ZLWK�VXUSULVLQJO\�ORZ�FRXQWV�RI�MXVW�IRXU�LQ�1RYHPEHU�DQG�
three in December. By contrast, in the Storrington/Amberley downland area there was a minimum 
RI����RQ����'HF���

7DNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�ZDUP�VXQQ\�0DUFK�ZHDWKHU��WKH�5HG�.LWH�VWXG\�WHDP�XQGHUWRRN�D�
VXUYH\�WR�WU\�DQG�ORFDWH�DV�PDQ\�5HG�.LWH�SDLUV�DV�SRVVLEOH�ZKLFK��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�FDVXDO�UHFRUGV�
IURP�RWKHU�REVHUYHUV��VXJJHVWHG�D�WRWDO�RI�HLJKW�SDLUV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�6XVVH[�VWXG\�DUHD��IRXU�HOVHZKHUH�
LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[�DQG�WKUHH�SDLUV�LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�QHZ�SDLULQJV�
IRU�������7KH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�RI����SDLUV�LV�D�PDUNHG�LQFUHDVH�FRPSDUHG�WR�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV�EXW�HYHQ�
WKLV�¿JXUH�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�DQ�XQGHUHVWLPDWH�DV�LW�LV�LQHYLWDEOH�WKDW�VRPH�SDLUV�ZLOO�JR�XQUHSRUWHG���
Only three pairs were known to have bred successfully but that probably understates the true 
SRVLWLRQ��7KH� KLJK� SURSRUWLRQ� RI� QHZ�SDLULQJV� DQG� WKH� LQFHVVDQW� UDLQ� RI�$SULO�0D\�-XQH�ZHUH�
probably the two main reasons for the low success rate.  

$ZD\�IURP�WKH�:HVW�6XVVH[�VWXG\�DUHD�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGV�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����ELUGV��ZLWK�D�
������VSOLW�EHWZHHQ�:HVW�DQG�(DVW�6XVVH[��7KLV�LV�D�VLPLODU�¿JXUH�WR�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�WKH�YHU\�UDSLG�
increase of the past few years seems to have levelled off. 
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The estimated minimum monthly totals were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 28 22 51 29 76 15 14 13 15 16 21 32
^ƚƵĚǇ�ĂƌĞĂ 17 3 20 7 8 2 4 - 2 5 13 3
�ůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ 11 19 31 22 68 13 10 13 13 11 8 29

(DUO\�LQ�WKH�\HDU��PXOWLSOH�VLJKWLQJV�RI�QRWH�ZHUH�¿YH�DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ����)HE��IRXU�
DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����0DU��¿YH�DW�:HVW�'HDQ�$UERUHWXP�RQ����0DU��VHYHQ�DW�%ULJKWRQ�RQ����
0DU��VHYHQ�DW�1RUWK�%HUVWHG��%RJQRU��RQ����0DU��DW�OHDVW�QLQH�DW�%ULJKWRQ�RQ����0D\�DQG�HLJKW�
DW�7KH�%XUJK�RQ����0D\��/DWHU�LQ�WKH�\HDU�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�QRWH�ZDV�D�PXOWLSOH�VLJKWLQJ�RI����DW�
7KH�%XUJK�RQ���$XJ��7KH�PD[LPXP�GDLO\�FRXQW�LQ�'HFHPEHU�DW�7KH�%XUJK�DQG�LWV�HQYLURQV�ZDV�
¿YH�ZKHQ�WKH�WUXH�¿JXUH�DW�WKH�URRVW�ZDV�D�PLQLPXP�RI����ELUGV��7KLV�LV�D�VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�
QXPEHUV�FDQ�EH�JURVVO\�XQGHU�HVWLPDWHG��

$�UDGLR�WDJJHG�ZLQJ�WDJJHG�NLWH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�7KH�%XUJK�RQ����-DQ��\HOORZ�WDJ�RQ�WKH�OHIW�ZLQJ�
�VRXWKHUQ�(QJODQG���EOXH�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�ZLQJ��\HDU��������ODEHOOHG����7KLV�ELUG�ZDV�RQH�RI�D�EURRG�RI�
WKUHH��ULQJHG�RQ����-XQ������DW�D�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG�QHVW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����NP�1(�RI�%DVLQJVWRNH���
2Q����1RY������LWV�UDGLR�VLJQDO�ZDV�GHWHFWHG�VRPHZKHUH�QHDU�1HZEXU\��%HUNV��2Q����-DQ������
LW�URRVWHG�QHDU�%HUJKHUV�+LOO��%XFNV�DQG�WKH�QH[W�GD\�ZDV�VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�*UHDW�0LVVHQGHQ�
DQG�:LQFKPRUH�+LOO��2Q����0DU������LW�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�'RGGLQJWRQ��.HQW��,W�WKHQ�DSSHDUHG�DW�7KH�
%XUJK�RQ���� -DQ������ DQG� LQ�0DUFK�ZDV�SDLUHG�ZLWK� D� QRQ�WDJJHG� DGXOW�� -XGJLQJ� IURP� WKHLU�
EHKDYLRXU�WKLV�SDLU�KDG�D�QHVW�LQ�D�FRSVH�TXLWH�FORVH�WR�7KH�%XUJK��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�NLWHV�
SUHVHQW�RQ�IROORZ�XS�YLVLWV�DQG�VR�HLWKHU�WKH\�PRYHG�HOVHZKHUH�RU�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKLV�ZDV�D�IDLOHG�
breeding attempt.

5HG�.LWHV�UHWXUQHG�WR�6XVVH[�DV�D�EUHHGLQJ�VSHFLHV�ZKHQ�D�SDLU�EUHG�DW�:HVW�'HDQ�LQ��������
There are now at least eight pairs in that general area. Over the past couple of years a second 
VL]HDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�QRZ�EHFRPH�HVWDEOLVKHG�RQ�GRZQODQG�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�7KH�%XUJK��$OVR��
there are now several isolated pairs in the east of the county. It has perhaps taken longer than 
H[SHFWHG�EXW�LW�VHHPV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�VHW�WR�H[SDQG�TXLWH�UDSLGO\�IURP�KHUH�
on now. Thanks to Hampshire Ornithological Society for providing the nesting and radio signal 
GHWDLOV�LQ�WKLV�DFFRXQW��>0(.��&%&@

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Scarce spring and autumn passage migrant and very scarce winter visitor; very scarce 

EUHHGHU�VLQFH�������$PEHU�OLVWHG�VSHFLHV�RI�PHGLXP�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�FRQFHUQ��6FKHGXOH���
species.

Records were received for every month. The estimated minimum monthly numbers, allowing 
for possible duplication with this wide ranging species, were as given in the table below.

Winter numbers at Pett Level were taken at a night time roost, which will likely have drawn 
ELUGV�IURP�D�ZLGH�DUHD��7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�IRU�WKH�\HDU�LV�DERXW�����IURP����EURDG�VLWHV��VLPLODU�WR�
WKH�QXPEHU�VHHQ�LQ������

3RVVLEOH�VSULQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�REVHUYHG�RQ���$SU�ZKHQ�RQH�ÀHZ�QRUWK�IURP�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\�
DQG�RQ���0D\�ZKHQ�RQH�ÀHZ�LQ�RII�WKH�VHD�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��,Q�WKH�VXPPHU�SHULRG�D�MXYHQLOH�KHDGHG�
VRXWK�IURP�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���$XJ�
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County totals 23 26 17 12 9 10 15 15 16 12 20 18
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1 2 1 - - - - - - 2 1 -
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1 2 2 2 2 1 - 1 2 1 1 1
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ - 2 - 2 1 1 1 3 2 2 1 -
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞů - - - - - - 1 - 1 1 4 -
WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů 13 13 7 5 2 2 7 4 4 6 11 12
ZǇĞ�,ďƌ 5 3 4 3 2 6 6 1 2 2 2 3
KƚŚĞƌ 3 4 3 - 2 - - 6 5 2 - 2

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� DW� WZR� ORFDWLRQV�� DW� RQH� VLWH� WZR� IHPDOHV� SURGXFHG� RQH� DQG� IRXU�
ÀHGJOLQJV�UHVSHFWLYHO\��$W�D�VHFRQG�VLWH�D�SDLU�DOVR�EUHG�DQG�ÀHGJHG�WKUHH�\RXQJ��>573@

0DUVK�+DUULHU��5\H�+DUERXU��-DQXDU\�������5RJHU�DQG�/L]�&KDUOZRRG�

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Red listed species of high conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species.

5HFRUGV�IRU�+HQ�+DUULHU�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�ZDV�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�
����RI�WKH�UHFRUGV��7KH�PRQWKO\�WRWDO�RYHU�WHQ�PRQWKV�ZDV����ZKLFK�LV�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH����PRQWK�
WRWDO�LQ������RI�����7KH�KLJKHVW�PRQWKO\�WRWDO�ZDV����LQ�-DQXDU\��7KH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�
are shown as follows:
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 11 10 5 5 3 2 - 4 11 7
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌͬWĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌƐ - - - 1 1 - - 1 1
tĞƐƚ�̂ ƵƐƐĞǆ��ŽǁŶƐ 2 1 1 1 - - - 1 2
tĞƐƚ�̂ ƵƐƐĞǆ��ŽŵŵŽŶƐ - - - - - - - - -
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 1 1 1 1 - - - 1 1
�ĂƐƚ�̂ ƵƐƐĞǆ��ŽǁŶƐ 1 - - 1 - 1 - - - -
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 1 2 - - - - - 1 -
�ƐŚĚŽǁŶ�&ŽƌĞƐƚ 3 1 2 - - - 1 2 3
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ - 1 1 1 1 - 2 -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - - - - - 1 1 -
^ĐŽƚŶĞǇ�'Wͬ �ĂŵďĞƌ - 2 - - - - - 1 -
KƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 3 2 - - 1 1 - 2 1 -

+HQ�+DUULHUV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�DOO�RI�WKH�XVXDO�VLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�H[FHSW�WKH�:HVW�
6XVVH[�&RPPRQV�DQG�5\H�%D\��2Q�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�GHWDLOHG�GHVFULSWLRQV� LQGLFDWHG� WKDW�PRUH�
WKDQ�WKUHH�ELUGV��LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�DGXOW�PDOH��ZHUH�SUHVHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�IURP���-DQ��ZKHQ�WKUHH�
ZHUH�VHHQ�ULVLQJ�IURP�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�URRVW��XQWLO����0DU��

(OVHZKHUH��WKH�%XUSKDP�DUHD�KHOG�WZR�GXULQJ�-DQXDU\��$�ULQJWDLO�ZDV�DW�%DUFRPEH�&URVV�RQ���
-DQ��D�PDOH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�&KDLOH\�&RPPRQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WZR�ULQJWDLOV�ZHUH�GHVFULEHG�DV�¿JKWLQJ�
DERYH�5RGPHOO�%URRNV�RQ���)HE��7ZR�HDFK�ZHUH�DW�7KH�0LGULSV�RQ����)HE��:DOWKDP�%URRNV�RQ�
���0DU��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�+RUVH�(\H�/HYHO��3HYHQVH\��RQ�WKH���th. There were four 
UHFRUGV�IRU�$SULO�DQG�WKUHH�IRU�0D\�DQG�WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�VSULQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�DW�+RUVH�(\H�/HYHO�RQ���
0D\��DW�:LWWHUVKDP�/HYHOV��,GHQ��RQ�WKH���st�DQG�1RUWK�:DOO��3DJKDP�+EU��RQ�WKH���th, which is 
���GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�GDWH����

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�$XJXVW�ZLWK�D�ULQJWDLO�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ�WKH���th 
 and 

one �ZDV�UHFRUGHG�À\LQJ�HDVW�DQG�WKHQ�RXW�WR�VHD�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���
th��WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�

DUULYDO�GDWH�LV����$XJ���,Q�2FWREHU�D�ULQJWDLO�ZDV�DW�&OLII�(QG��3HWW�/HYHO��RQ�WKH��th, one was at 
*LOOV�/DS��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ�WKH���th��RQH�ZDV�DW�(DVW�3UHVWRQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�RQH�ÀHZ�ZHVW�RYHU�
WKH�SURPHQDGH�DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ�WKH���th. 

Throughout November and December birds were recorded on Ashdown Forest with a 
PD[LPXP�RI�WKUHH��WZR�ULQJWDLOV�DQG�D�PDOH��LQ�'HFHPEHU��$�PDOH�ZDV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�����1RY��
WZR�HDFK�DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ����1RY�DQG�7KH�%XUJK�RQ���'HF�DQG�D�ULQJWDLO�ZDV�DW�3XOERURXJK�
%URRNV�IURP����1RY�WR���'HF��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�WZR�ULVLQJ�EHIRUH�VXQULVH�RQ�
$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����'HF��>0-&@

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis

Very scarce resident. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�SDLU�UHFRUGHG�DV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�EUHHGLQJ�LQ������������DQG������DW�DQ�XQGLVFORVHG�VLWH�RQFH�
again had young in the nest but at the time of the nest visit it was not possible to determine the 
QXPEHU�RI�\RXQJVWHUV��>0(.@
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Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Common resident and passage migrant.

$V�LQ�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�HQWLUH�FRXQW\�ZLWK�WKH�PDMRULW\�
UHODWLQJ� WR�VLQJOH�ELUGV� IURP����� WHWUDGV��+LJK�FRXQWV� LQ� WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI� WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�¿YH�DW�
3HDVPDUVK�RQ����-DQ��IRXU�DW�&OLII�(QG��3HWW�/HYHO��RQ���)HE�DQG�DJDLQ�GXULQJ�$SULO��7KHUH�ZHUH�
WKUHH�HDFK�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�RQ����0DU��:RUWK�)RUHVW�RQ����0DU�DQG�:RRGV�0LOO��+HQ¿HOG��RQ����
0D\��2QH�ZDV�IRXQG�GHDG�DW�&KLFN�+LOO��3HWW�/HYHO��RQ����)HE��SRVVLEO\�NLOOHG�E\�D�3HUHJULQH��
There were no spring records of likely migrants coming in off the sea.

7KH�HDUOLHVW�UHFRUG�RI�GLVSOD\�ZDV�DW�+RDWK�+LOO��0RXQW¿HOG��RQ���-DQ��WKHQ�RQ����)HE�DW�+LJK�
&URVV�)P��8FN¿HOG��DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�HDUOLHVW�UHFRUGV�RI�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�ZHUH�
of a male with food at Leap Cross (Hailsham) on 3 May and another at Stedham Common on 23 
-XQ��7KH�¿UVW�ÀHGJOLQJV�ZHUH�WZR�HDFK�DW�&OLII�(QG�/DQH��3HWW�/HYHO��RQ����-XO�DQG�)RUHGRZQ�
�3RUWVODGH��RQ����-XO��7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�VHYHQ�WHWUDGV�ZLWK�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�DQG�D�IXUWKHU�¿YH�
with probable. 

In the latter half of the year there were four at Pett Level during September and four were 
VHHQ� LQ� WKH�%HDFK\�+HDG�&XFNPHUH� DUHD� RQ� WKH� ��th��2Q����2FW� WKHUH�ZHUH� VL[� DW� 3HWW�/HYHO�
DQG� WKUHH�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW� WKH�IROORZLQJ�VLWHV�EHWZHHQ�-XO\�DQG�'HFHPEHU��/DG\ZHOO� �&RRPEHV���
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��:DUQKDP�/15��1HZKDYHQ�+EU��2XVH�(VWXDU\�3URMHFW��1HZKDYHQ��DQG�3HWW�
/HYHO��3UH\�VSHFLHV�UHFRUGHG�ZHUH��MXYHQLOH�0RRUKHQ��:RRG�3LJHRQ��&ROODUHG�'RYH��%OXH�7LW��
*UHDW�7LW��6WDUOLQJ��%ODFNELUG��)LHOGIDUH��+RXVH�6SDUURZ��3LHG�:DJWDLO��*UHHQ¿QFK��*ROG¿QFK�
DQG�SUREDEO\�D�6QLSH���>0-&@

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo

Fairly common and increasing resident and probably scarce passage migrant.

%X]]DUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�VSUHDG�RXW�WKURXJK�6XVVH[��D�VXEVWDQWLDO�GHFUHDVH�
IURP������ ������DQG������ ������ZKLFK� LV�PRVW� OLNHO\� WR�EH�GXH� WR� UHGXFHG�REVHUYHU�HIIRUW� LQ�
UHFRUGLQJ�WKLV�VSHFLHV�RQ�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�%72�DWODV�¿HOGZRUN��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�
RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�¿YH�
near Findon.  

$Q�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�KRZ�QXPHURXV� WKLV�VSHFLHV�KDV�EHFRPH�LV�VKRZQ�E\� WKHUH�EHLQJ�VRPH����
records of ten or more birds during the year. There were consistently high numbers at downland 
VLWHV��TXLWH�RIWHQ�IURP�WKH�%XUSKDP�DUHD��7KH�KLJKHVW�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZDV�RI����
DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ����0DU�EXW����ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����KDG�
been counted at Duncton on the 2nd��6L]HDEOH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�DOVR�RIWHQ�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�VSULQJ�DQG�
VXPPHU��H�J�����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����$SU�DQG����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����$XJ�DQG�HYHQ�
���DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���st.  

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU����EXW�WKH�WUXH�VL]H�RI�WKH�
FRXQW\¶V�EUHHGLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�XQFHUWDLQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZ�EUHHGLQJ�GHWDLOV��1HVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�
¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����)HE�EXW�WKH�¿UVW�RFFXSLHG�QHVWV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�
���$SU�DQG�7URXWEULGJH��(ULGJH��RQ�WKH���th. A pair which was present at a nest site on Thorney 
,VODQG�WKURXJK�$SULO�KDG�DEDQGRQHG�LW�E\����0D\�EXW�WZR�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�QRWHG�WKHUH�E\����
-XQ��SUHVXPDEO\�IURP�D�GLIIHUHQW�SDLU��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�\RXQJ�EHLQJ�IHG�FDPH�IURP�/DYLQJWRQ�
&RPPRQ�ZKHQ��RQ����0D\��RQH�ZDV�EHLQJ�IHG�ZLWK�DQ�XQLGHQWL¿HG�UHSWLOH��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�
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D�WRWDO�RI����ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�
MXVW�WKUHH�ELUGV�VHHQ�DW�%LOOLQJVKXUVW��:DUQKDP�DQG�3ROHJDWH�

'XULQJ�WKH�DXWXPQ�WKH�KLJK�QXPEHUV�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK�DQ�DVWRQLVKLQJ����VHHQ�LQ�RQH�VZHHS�RYHU�
3HUU\�+LOO��%XUSKDP��RQ���6HS�ZLWK����RYHU�:HSKDP�'RZQ�RQ�WKH���th, both no doubt including 
VRPH�RI�WKH�VDPH�ELUGV��,QWR�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU����ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ����2FW�DW�7KH�%XUJK�DQG����DW�
%XUSKDP�RQ���1RY��:HUH�WKHVH�KLJK�QXPEHUV�HYLGHQFH�RI�PLJUDWLRQ��PRYHPHQW�RU�ORFDO�EUHHGLQJ�
success?

%X]]DUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�EHLQJ�PREEHG�E\�0DJSLHV��-DFNGDZV��&DUULRQ�&URZV��5RRNV��5DYHQV��
.HVWUHO��+REE\�DQG�+RXVH�0DUWLQV��7KH�SUH\�LWHPV�UHFRUGHG�LQFOXGHG�DQ�XQLGHQWL¿HG�URGHQW�DQG�
D�UDEELW�EHLQJ�HDWHQ�E\�WZR�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�VQRZ�DW�+LJK�&URVV�)P��8FN¿HOG��LQ�)HEUXDU\��>/$:@�

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus

Rare winter visitor.

7KH�MXYHQLOH�ELUG�¿UVW�VHHQ�RQ�WKH�'RZQV�DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ���1RY������ZDV�VHHQ�
DJDLQ�IURP���-DQ�XQWLO��¿QDOO\�����$SU��PR���7KH�VFDUFLW\�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LV�H[HPSOL¿HG�E\�WKH�VPDOO�
QXPEHU�RI�QHZ�ELUGV�VHHQ�HDFK�\HDU�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��L�H�����DV�IROORZV�

1983 1985 1987 1996 1997 2002 2003 2004 2011 2012 dŽƚĂů
EŽ �͘ŶĞǁ�ďŝƌĚƐ 1 2 1 2 1 1* 3 2 2* - 15

LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�D�ELUG�RYHU�ZLQWHUHG�LQWR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU

$OPRVW�����RI�QHZ�DUULYDOV�DUH�VHHQ�LQ�2FWREHU��WKH�HDUOLHVW��KRZHYHU��ZDV�RQ����6HS�������
WKH�ODWHVW�UHFRUG�SULRU�WR�WKLV�\HDU�ZDV����$SU�������>-$+@

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Scarce passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. 

Schedule 1 species.

7KHUH�ZHUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����VHHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�IURP����EURDG�VLWHV��FRPSDUHG�WR����LQ������
DQG����LQ�������'XSOLFDWLRQ�LV�SRVVLEOH�EXW�WKH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�QXPEHUV�ZHUH��

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ
County total 9 30 9 5 18 15 3
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 2 5 - 1 3 2 -
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 2 3 - - 1 2 -
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 2 2 3 - 1 1
>ŽǁĞƌ��ĚƵƌ�sĂůůĞǇ - 2- - - 4 3 1
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ 1 4 4 1 1 - -
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐ - 2 2 2 2 2 -
�ĞĂĐŚǇ�,ĞĂĚ - - - - 1
KƚŚĞƌ 2 12 - 1 5 5 2
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7KH�¿UVW�DUULYDO�ZDV�REVHUYHG�DW�6LGOHVKDP�6)�RQ���$SU��VRPH����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GDWH��7KLV�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�RQH�DW�1RUWK�6WRNH��$UXQ�9DOOH\��RQ�WKH��th, another at Church 
1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH���th��RQH�RYHU�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th��RQH�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ�WKH���th, 
DQG�RQH��SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH��DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�WKH�VDPH�GD\�ZKLFK�VWD\HG�XQWLO�WKH���th. On the 
��th�RQH�OXFN\�REVHUYHU�DW�6W�/HRQDUGV�ZDWFKHG�RQH�IRU����PLQXWHV�SHUFKHG�LQ�D�WUHH�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�
RI�WKHLU�JDUGHQ��7KH�PRQWK�¿QLVKHG�ZLWK�WZR�DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ�WKH���th.

7KHUH�ZDV� D� UHFRUG� QXPEHU� RI� VLJKWLQJV� LQ�0D\��PDLQO\� DORQJ� WKH� FRDVW� DQG� DW� WKH�PDMRU�
reservoirs. A small number of birds summered in the county being observed mainly at the large 
reservoirs (Weir Wood and Arlington) and the Chichester Hbr area. At Arlington Res Ospreys 
ZHUH� VHHQ� FRQVLVWHQWO\� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� VXPPHU� PRQWKV� EHJLQQLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� ¿UVW� UHFRUG� RQ� ��
0D\���,W��RU�DQRWKHU��ZDV�VHHQ�DOPRVW�GDLO\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PRQWK�ZLWK�WZR�ELUGV�VHHQ�RQ�WKH���th. 
7KH\�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQWR�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�-XQH��RIWHQ�VHHQ�FDWFKLQJ�¿VK��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�VLJKWLQJV�
DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�EHWZHHQ����-XQ�DQG����-XO�EXW�RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�+RUDP�0DQRU�)LVKHULHV�RQ����
-XQ��SHUKDSV�RQH�RI� WKHVH��RU�SHUKDSV� WKH\� WUDYHOOHG� WR�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�ZKHUH�XS� WR� WZR�ZHUH�
VHHQ�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG��%\�PLG�-XO\�WKH\�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�UHWXUQHG�WR�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�ZKHUH�RQH�
REVHUYHU� UHPDUNHG� WKDW�KH� WKRXJKW� WKH\�ZHUH�D�PDOH�DQG�D� IHPDOH��ZKHQ�VHHQ� WRJHWKHU�RQ����
-XO��EXW�QR�GLVSOD\�EHKDYLRXU�ZDV�UHSRUWHG��7ZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQWR�$XJXVW�ZLWK�WKH�ODVW�VLJKWLQJ�DW�
$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ���$XJ��

Activity increased in August around the Chichester Hbr area and the Lower Adur Valley as 
IDU�XSVWUHDP�DV�+HQ¿HOG�ZKHUH�D� ORQJ�VWD\LQJ�ELUG�ZDV�SUHVHQW�IURP����$XJ�XQWLO���2FW��7KH�
presence of a damaged primary on the Adur bird enabled observers to know that the bird seen in 
YDULRXV�SODFHV�LQ�WKH�/RZHU�$GXU�9DOOH\��DW�:RRGV�0LOO��+HQ¿HOG��DQG�:DUQKDP�/15�ZDV�OLNHO\�
to be the same individual. At Woods Mill another was observed with a radio tag on 22 Aug. Only 
VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�VLJKWHG�DSDUW�IURP�DQ�DGXOW�DQG�MXYHQLOH�RQ�VL[�RFFDVLRQV�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG��$W�
%HDFK\�+HDG�RQH�ÀHZ�RXW�WR�VHD�RQ����$XJ��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�IURP�WKH�/RZHU�
$GXU�9DOOH\�RQ���DQG���2FW�DQG�IURP�:DUQKDP�/15��ZKHUH�WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ�WKH���th and the last 
ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�RQ�WKH���th��>573��0-&@

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Fairly common resident and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

.HVWUHOV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��GRZQ�RQ�ODVW�\HDU¶V������HYHQO\�VSUHDG�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�FRXQW\��'XULQJ� WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D� WRWDO�RI����ZDV�FRXQWHG� LQ����RI� WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�����ZHUH�FRXQWHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG������RI�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV��7KHUH�ZHUH��KRZHYHU��HLJKW�
DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ���-DQ�DQG�¿YH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����)HE��IRXU�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�
the same day and several counts of three. 

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����+RZHYHU��IHZ�GHWDLOHG�
EUHHGLQJ�UHSRUWV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG��&RXUWVKLS�ZDV�¿UVW�QRWHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ�WKH�HDUO\�GDWH�
RI���-DQ�DQG�RQ�WKH���th�D�SDLU�ZDV�DW�WKHLU�XVXDO�QHVWER[�DW�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH���$Q�DGXOW�FDUU\LQJ�
IRRG�ZDV�¿UVW�QRWHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����0DU�DQG�D�UHJXODU�SDLU�ZDV�QHVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�
DW�6DOHKXUVW�RQ���$SU��7KH�¿UVW�QHVW�ZLWK�\RXQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�&RZIROG�RQ�WKH���nd. At least 
RQH�SDLU�QHVWHG�RQ�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�HVWDWH�DW�5\H�+EU��6L[�FKLFNV�DQG�RQH�DGXOW�ZHUH�LQ�D�QHVW�ER[�DW�
:RRGV�0LOO��+HQ¿HOG��RQ���-XQ��\RXQJ�ÀHGJHG�IURP�D�ER[�DW�$SSOHVKDP��&RRPEHV��RQ�WKH���th 
DQG�IRXU�QHVWOLQJV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�DW�7URXWEHFN�RQ�WKH���th��,Q�WRWDO��DW�OHDVW����QHVWV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�
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'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��QXPEHUV�ZHUH�YHU\�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU������ZHUH�RI�
VLQJOH�ELUGV�DQG�WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�ZDV�DW�OHDVW�HLJKW��DJDLQ�DW�7KH�%XUJK��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�
counts of fours.  

7KH�UHPDLQV��ZLQJV�DQG�IHHW�RQO\��RI�D�GHDG�MXYHQLOH�ZHUH�IRXQG�EHQHDWK�D�WUHH�DW�&OD\WRQ�RQ�
���-XQ�SRVVLEO\�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�EORZQ�GRZQ�DQG�WKHQ�HDWHQ�E\�D�IR[��$Q�XQULQJHG�GHDG�ELUG�ZDV�
IRXQG�E\�WKH�$����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�RQ����)HE��3UH\�LWHPV�UHSRUWHG�LQFOXGHG�XQLGHQWL¿HG�SUH\�ZKLFK�
ZDV�VWLOO�DOLYH�DQG�VTXHDNLQJ��YROHV�DQG�OL]DUG�VSHFLHV��SUREDEO\�FRPPRQ��>/(:@�

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus

Rare vagrant.  

2QH��D�VHFRQG�\HDU�PDOH�ZDV�VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�1XQQHU\�3LW��&KLFKHVWHU�*3V��RQ����
$XJ�WR���6HS��5+��5-.�et al.��ZDV�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�RQO\�¿YH�WKLV�FHQWXU\��7KHUH�
KDYH�QRZ�EHHQ����DFFHSWHG�DQG�SXEOLVKHG�UHFRUGV�VLQFH�WKH�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�������ZKHQ�RQH�
ZDV�VKRW�LQ�5RWWLQJGHDQ�ZLWK�D�ZDONLQJ�VWLFN�JXQ��7KH�PDMRULW\�DUULYH�LQ�HLWKHU�0D\�RU�-XQH��WKH�
HDUOLHVW�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�RQ���0D\�������WKH�ODWHVW�ZDV����2FW�������>-$+@

Merlin Falco columbarius

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species.

$ERXW����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����EURDG�VLWHV��VOLJKWO\�GRZQ�RQ�WKH����LQ������DQG����LQ��������
Estimated minimum monthly totals were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 11 10 4 6 - - - 3 11 11 11 17
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - 1
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 2 1 1 1 - - - - 2 1 2 2
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 2 3 - - - - - 2 1 3 1 2
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂ 1 - - - - - - - 1 1 - -
WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů 1 1 1 1 - - - - 1 1 1 1
ZǇĞ�,ďƌ 2 3 1 3 - - - 1 2 1 1 3
KƚŚĞƌ 2 2 1 1 - - - - 4 3 6 8

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�VSULQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�RI�RQH�LQ�RII�WKH�VHD�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU��0RVW�
records were coastal or near coastal but birds were recorded at inland locations on several dates 
GXULQJ�-DQXDU\�WR�0DUFK�DW�7KH�%XUJK�DQG�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���)HE��3RXQGJDWH��$VKGRZQ�
)RUHVW��RQ����-DQ�DQG�WKH�%OXHEHOO�5DLOZD\��6KHI¿HOG�3DUN��DOVR�RQ����-DQ��7KH�ODVW�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�
¿UVW�SHULRG�ZHUH�DW�+RUVH�(\H�/HYHO��3HYHQVH\��RQ����$SU�DQG�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����DQG����$SU�

7KH�¿UVW�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUW�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�$XJXVW�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th 

DQG���st�DQG�DW�&OLPSLQJ�%HDFK�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW�DQG�
LQ�QHDUE\�DUHDV�� ,QODQG� ORFDWLRQV�ZHUH�%XUSKDP�RQ����$XJ����6HS�DQG���2FW�DQG�3XOERURXJK�
%URRNV�RQ�������2FW��%DOPHU�'RZQ��/HZHV��RQ���1RY��%RDU]HOO�:RRG��)OLPZHOO��RQ����1RY�DQG�
&OD\WRQ�DQG�+DVVRFNV�RQ���DQG���'HF��$W�)HUULQJ��D�IHPDOH�WRRN�D�VPDOO�ELUG�IURP�WKH�EHDFK�DQG�
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WKHQ�ÀHZ�RXW�WR�VHD�ZLWK�LW��3UH\�LWHPV�LGHQWL¿HG�LQFOXGHG�D�'XQOLQ�DQG�:KHDWHDUV�DQG�RWKHU�ELUGV�
ZHUH�VHHQ�KXQWLQJ�6N\ODUNV�DQG�0HDGRZ�3LSLWV��>573@�

Hobby  Falco subbuteo

Scarce breeding summer visitor and regular passage migrant. Schedule 1 species.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��0RQWKO\�VLWH�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϭ 20 31 31 27 27 23 15
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϮ 13 55 35 19 31 31 14

7KH�¿UVW� DUULYDO�QRWHG�ÀHZ� LQ�RII� WKH� VHD�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���$SU�� MXVW� WZR�GD\V� ODWHU� WKDQ�
WKH� ���\HDU� DYHUDJH�GDWH�� IROORZHG�E\�RQH� DW�+ROHGHDQ�)P� �+HQ¿HOG�� RQ� WKH� ��th and two at 
+HUVWPRQFHX[�RQ�WKH���th. The main arrivals are summarised in the table below:

tĞĞŬ ϳͲϭϯ��Ɖƌ ϭϰʹϮϬ��Ɖƌ ϮϭʹϮϳ��Ɖƌ Ϯϴʹϰ�DĂǇ
ŝ̂ƚĞƐ 2 3 7 14
�ĂŝůǇ�ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ 1 2 1 11

+REE\��5\H�+DUERXU��-XQH�������%DUU\�<DWHV�

$V�LQ�������WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�VSULQJ�PLJUDQWV�ZDV�REVHUYHG�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�ZKHUH�D�WRWDO�
RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�VHYHQ�GDWHV�EHWZHHQ���DQG����0D\��$W� WKLV� ORFDWLRQ�RQH�ZDV�REVHUYHG�
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RIIVKRUH�RQ���0D\�KHDGLQJ�RXW�WR�VHD�XQWLO�ORVW�WR�YLHZ��$W�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��¿YH�ZHUH�VHHQ�
RQ� WKUHH�GDWHV�EHWZHHQ���DQG����0D\�DQG�RQH�RI�D�SDLU� WKHUH�RQ���0D\�ODQGHG�RQ� WKH�EHDFK��
SUHVXPDEO\�H[KDXVWHG�E\�LWV�FURVV�&KDQQHO�ÀLJKW�

7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�D�IHZ�JDWKHULQJV�RI�QRWH�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��$W�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�¿YH�ZHUH�
VHHQ�RQ����0D\�DQG�IRXU�RQ����-XO��DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�WKHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�RQ���0D\��VL[�ZHUH�DW�5\H�+EU�
DQG�¿YH�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�%UHGH�9DOOH\�RQ���0D\�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�RQO\�WZR�VLWHV��ERWK�IURP�WKH�VDPH�EURDG�DUHD��$W�RQH�RI�WKHVH��WZR�
ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�VHHQ�SHUFKHG�LQ�D�WUHH�DQG�DW�DQRWKHU�D�IRRG�SDVV�WR�D�MXYHQLOH�ZDV�REVHUYHG���
%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�SUREDEOH�DW�D�IXUWKHU����VLWHV�DQG�SRVVLEOH�DW����PRUH�

Autumn migration was recorded from a number of sites with the last record from the main 
breeding area on 2 Oct. All the other records during this month were from coastal areas. There 
ZDV�D�MXYHQLOH�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����2FW�DQG�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�
WKH���th��DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th��MXVW�RQH�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�GDWH��>573@

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

Scarce breeding resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. 

Schedule 1 species.

0RVW�RI�WKH�����UHFRUGV�UHFHLYHG�ZHUH�IURP�FRDVWDO�ORFDOLWLHV�DQG�WKH�PDLQ�ULYHU�YDOOH\V�ZLWK�
YHU\�IHZ�IURP�DQ\ZKHUH�HOVH��/DVW�\HDU�LW�ZDV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�URXJKO\����SDLUV�LQ�WKH�
FRXQW\��7KHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�VXSSRVH�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�IHZHU�SDLUV�LQ������FRPSDUHG�WR�UHFHQW�\HDUV�
EXW�SUHFLVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�UHFHLYHG�IRU�MXVW�VL[�SDLUV�ZLWK�YHU\�OLPLWHG�GDWD�IRU�DQRWKHU����SDLUV���
7KH�DSSDOOLQJ�ZHDWKHU�RI�$SULO�0D\�-XQH�KDG�D�YHU\�GHWULPHQWDO�HIIHFW�RQ�RWKHU�EUHHGLQJ�UDSWRUV�
and this may have been the case with this species?  

,Q�%ULJKWRQ�� WKH�6XVVH[�+HLJKWV�SDLU�ÀHGJHG� WKUHH�\RXQJ��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH� WKRXJKW� WR�EH�
PDOH��7KH�IRXU�HJJV�ZHUH�ODLG�EHWZHHQ����DQG����0DU��WKUHH�KDWFKHG�EHWZHHQ����$SU�DQG���0D\�
ZLWK�WKH�IRXUWK�HJJ�IDLOLQJ�WR�KDWFK��7KH�¿UVW�\RXQJ�ÀHGJHG�RQ����-XQH��

,Q�WKH�&KLFKHVWHU�&DWKHGUDO�QHVW�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�HJJV�E\����0DU��IRXU�KDWFKHG�E\����$SU�DQG�
DOO�IRXU�\RXQJ�KDG�ÀHGJHG�E\���-XQH��7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�PDOHV�DQG�WZR�IHPDOHV��

$W� DQ� LQODQG� VLWH� RQH� SDLU� IDLOHG� DQG� DQRWKHU� SDLU� KDG� MXVW� RQH� \RXQJ��$W�7KH�%XUJK� QHDU�
%XUSKDP�WZR�DGXOWV�DQG�WZR�MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��$W�(DVWERXUQH�D�MXYHQLOH�DFFRPSDQLHG�DQ�
DGXOW��5HSRUWV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IRU�WZR�QHVW�IDLOXUHV��$W�RQH�VLWH�LQ�D�VDQG�SLW�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[�D�IR[�
SUHGDWHG�D�QHVW��ZKLFK�ZDV�VLWXDWHG�MXVW�RQH�PHWUH�IURP�WKH�WRS�HGJH�RI�WKH�SLW��$W�D�GRZQODQG�
site a pair nested on a pylon but the nest was blown down in high winds and the adults deserted 
the location.

3UH\�LWHPV�UHFRUGHG�LQFOXGHG�%ODFN�KHDGHG�*XOO��'XQOLQ��0RRUKHQ��GXFN��XQVSHFL¿HG���)HUDO�
3LJHRQ�DQG�6WDUOLQJ��>0(.@
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Probably very scarce resident, scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.

%LUGV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� IURP���� WHWUDGV�ZKLFK� LQWHUHVWLQJO\� LQFOXGHG� UHFRUGV� DW� 3HWW�/HYHO� LQ�
HYHU\�PRQWK�RI�WKH�\HDU��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 49 44 30 10 11 3 5 4 17 24 50 56

%LUGV�ZHUH�KHDUG�FDOOLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\�IURP�-DQXDU\�WR�0DUFK��'XULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�WKHVH�
ZHUH� PDLQO\� VLQJOHV� EXW� WKHUH� ZHUH� VL[� DW� 7KRUQH\� 'HHSV�� IRXU� HDFK� DW�$UXQGHO�::7� DQG�
:DUQKDP�/15��HLJKW�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��DOO�LQ�-DQXDU\��DQG�VL[�DW�1RUWK�:DOO��3DJKDP�+EU��RQ���)HE���
$�ODUJHU�WRWDO�RI����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�)HEUXDU\��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
and was considered possible at Arundel WWT, Waltham Brooks and Combe Haven. As usual, the 
PDMRULW\�RI�UHFRUGV�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�PRQWKV�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�

Autumn brought the usual increase in records as the migrants arrived. Records were mainly 
from a limited number of favoured sites. During November the highest counts were eight at Pett 
/HYHO�DQG����DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ�WKH���rd��ZKLOVW�LQ�'HFHPEHU�VL[�ZHUH�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ�WKH�
��th��WHQ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�IRXU�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th.  

2QH�ELUG�ZDV�ULQJHG�DW�7KH�0XPEOHV��6WH\QLQJ��RQ����$XJ��7KLUW\�ZHUH�ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��>'$%@

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Very common resident; possibly fairly common winter visitor but status uncertain.

0RRUKHQV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� IURP� ���� WHWUDGV�� WKH� ORZHVW� QXPEHU� IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV��0RQWKO\�
WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 563 655 506 251 196 199 206 338 557 597 630 663
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 65 48 57 14 13 10 6 5 26 26 86 63
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 15 33 17 7 12 19 4 9 28 13 14 34
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ��ĂŶĂů 65 81 61 56 42 34 50 52 74 55 55 52
DĞǁƐďƌŽŽŬ�WĂƌŬ 11 33 nc 6 nc nc nc nc 5 9 11 19
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 118 161 104 70 54 61 70 108 106 118 102 124
�ƌŽŽŬůĂŶĚƐ�tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 39 45 42 15 9 12 10 12 28 45 51 68
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 3 - 6 nc nc nc nc nc 68 46 50 24
�ůĞǆĂŶĚƌĂ�WĂƌŬ 61 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 12 nc nc nc
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 21 78 58 27 22 22 16 41 48 43 37 68

6LJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3�RQ����1RY�DQG����
DW�3HWW�/HYHO��5\H�%D\��RQ���-DQ��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��VRPH����FRXQWV�LQ�GRXEOH�¿JXUHV��
additional to the WeBS counts, were made and many birds were noted on smaller water bodies 
QRW�FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�:H%6��6RPH�ELUGV�VXUYLYHG�WKH�IUHH]LQJ�ZHDWKHU�LQ�)HEUXDU\�E\�IHHGLQJ�DZD\�
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IURP�WKHLU�XVXDO�SRQGV��H�J��LQ�D�¿HOG�QHDU�%ROQH\�03�RQ����)HE�DQG�E\�D�IHHGHU�VWUHDP�DW�3ROLQJ�
)LVKLQJ�/DNHV�RQ�WKH���th��)LYH�ELUGV�ZHUH�DOVR�QRWHG�IHHGLQJ�RQ�WKH�IDLUZD\V�RI�%RJQRU�*&�RQ����
-DQ��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6��D�WRWDO�RI����0RRUKHQV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
surveyed

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV��LQYROYLQJ�DW�OHDVW����VLWHV��PDQ\�RI�WKHP�VPDOO��ORFDO�
and distinct from the larger water bodies in the county. A nest had been completed at Dallington 
E\���0DU�DQG�VL[�UHFHQWO\�KDWFKHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�¿UVW�VHHQ�DW�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��RQ�WKH���th and 
VLPLODUO\�DW�:DVKLQJWRQ�RQ���$SU��)LYH�\RXQJ�ELUGV�VXUYLYHG�IRU�PXFK�RI�-XQH�LQ�DQ�$QJPHULQJ�
JDUGHQ��RQO\�IRU�RQH�WR�EH�WDNHQ�E\�D�6SDUURZKDZN�RQ�WKH���th��<RXQJ�VHHQ�DV�ODWH�DV���6HS�DW�
6PDOO�'ROH�DQG����6HS�DW�%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��ZHUH�SUREDEO\�IURP�D�WKLUG�EURRG��7KHUH�ZHUH�
DW�OHDVW�QLQH�SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�DQG����QHVWV�DQG�EURRGV�ZHUH�ORFDWHG�DW�5\H�+EU��
a reduction on the previous four years.

&RXQW�VL]HV�LQFUHDVHG�VRPHZKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�DXWXPQ��H[FOXGLQJ�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�DERYH��WKHUH�
ZHUH����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZLWK�PD[LPD�RI����DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����6HS�DQG����2FW�DQG����
DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3�RQ�VLPLODU�GDWHV��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�PRQWKV�VXFK�FRXQWV�LQFUHDVHG�WR����ZLWK�
PD[LPD�RI����DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3�RQ����1RY�����DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����1RY�DQG����DW�%URRNODQGV�
RQ����'HF��$�JURXS�RI����LQYROYLQJ�����IDPLOLHV�DW�WKH�/HZHV�5DLOZD\ODQG�UHVHUYH�RQ����'HF�ZDV�
FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�µXQXVXDO�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ¶��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����
RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>&%@

Coot Fulica atra

Fairly common resident and common winter visitor.

&RRWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�ZLWK�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�LQ����DQG�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�LQ�
eight. The monthly WeBS counts from the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 4200 4683 2116 886 674 1194 800 1535 2915 3380 3856 4363
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 200 243 169 27 26 16 30 39 98 91 271 185
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�'W 1738 1932 491 283 189 626 nc 753 1447 1549 1486 1964
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ�>ĂŬĞƐ 460 254 123 14 11 28 32 50 108 196 227 212
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 95 145 121 nc nc nc nc nc 278 243 458 409
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 958 1324 678 230 143 238 503 438 448 663 809 978

$�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�IRU�WKH�IRXU�ZLQWHU�PRQWKV�EHWZHHQ������DQG������VKRZHG�D�
VOLJKW�GHFOLQH�RI������EXW�WKLV�FRXOG�EH�GXH�WR�REVHUYHU�HIIRUW��+LJK�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQW��ZHUH�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO��EHWZHHQ���DQG����)HE�DQG�����DW�
5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��&KLFKHVWHU�*UDYHO�3LWV�ZHUH�SRSXODU�ZKHUH������ZHUH�FRXQWHG�RQ����-DQ��
�����RQ���)HE�DQG������EHWZHHQ����DQG����)HE�

2QH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�D�QHVW�DW�%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��RQ����0DUFK�DQG�D�QHVW�ZLWK�HJJV�ZDV�
VHHQ�DW�6HIWHU�)P��5RVH�*UHHQ��RQ���$SU��)OHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�¿UVW�VHHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����$SU�

6XPPHU�QXPEHUV�GHFOLQHG�DV�XVXDO�EXW�E\�$XJXVW�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�DW�
both Chichester GP and Rye Hbr. In the second winter period the highest counts were again from 
WKH�VDPH�VLWHV�DV�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�\HDU��WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ������DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ����'HF�DQG�����
DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\��>'$%@�
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Crane Grus grus

Rare vagrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

$IWHU�WZR�JRRG�\HDUV�ZKHQ�D�SRVVLEOH�WHQ�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�ERWK������DQG�������RQO\�RQH�ELUG�ZDV�
UHFRUGHG��RQH�VHHQ�RULJLQDOO\�DW�%ODFNGRZQ��)HUQKXUVW��RQ����1RY��'-%��DSSURDFKHG�IURP�WKH�
QRUWK�DW�PRGHUDWH�KHLJKW�DQG�ÀHZ�RQZDUGV�VRXWKZDUGV��LW�ZDV�SUREDEO\�WKH�ELUG�VHHQ�DW�$PEHUOH\�
:LOG�%URRNV�IURP�WKH���th�WR�WKH���th��'&��%.�et al.) where it was photographed. The total since 
WKH�VWDUW�RI������LV�QRZ�D�SRVVLEOH�����RQO\�SRVVLEOH�GXH�WR�SUREOHPV�RI�GXSOLFDWLRQ�RI�ZDQGHULQJ�
ELUGV��>-$+@

2\VWHUFDWFKHUV��5\H�+DUERXU��-XO\�������%DUU\�<DWHV�

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Scarce breeder, fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species 

of medium conservation concern.

2\VWHUFDWFKHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����PDLQO\�FRDVWDO�WHWUDGV��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW�WKH�
principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 1845 1946 1282 973 560 648 807 1847 872 1588 2242 1650
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 877 1054 703 447 172 357 514 1299 520 1204 1408 754
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 194 311 167 150 123 41 111 137 266 148 169 210
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 770 548 407 370 260 243 178 411 68 236 556 613
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7KH�RQO\�PRQWKO\�FRXQW�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�:H%6�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZDV�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�
RQ���0DU��DQG�QXPEHUV�DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�ZHUH�IUHTXHQWO\�TXRWHG�DV�EHLQJ�ORZ�GXH�WR�GLVWXUEDQFH���
7KH�ODUJHVW�ÀRFNV�DW�RWKHU�VLWHV�ZHUH�����DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����-DQ�����DW�2YLQJGHDQ�RQ����
)HE�DQG����DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ���0DU��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�RQO\�WHQ�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WZR�
��NP�VTXDUHV�RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG�

'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�HLJKW�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�
IXUWKHU�IRXU��1HVWLQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�REVHUYHG�RQ���0D\�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�ÀHGJHG�FKLFN�
QRWHG�WKHUH�RQ���-XQ��%XW�LW�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�D�SRRU�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��ZLWK�RQO\����EUHHGLQJ�SDLUV�
UHSRUWHG��WKH�ORZHVW�VLQFH�������DQG�SURGXFWLYLW\�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�ORZ��7KHUH�ZHUH����QHVWV�DW�5\H�
Hbr and nine pairs at Pagham Hbr, and single pairs all raised one young each at The Midrips, 
Arundel WWT and for the third year running on a warehouse roof in Shoreham. Additional pairs 
were holding territory at The Midrips (two), Medmerry, Thorney Island and Cuckmere Haven.

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�DQG�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WRWDOV�H[FHHGLQJ�WKH�:H%6�ZHUH������DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�
RQ����6HS�DQG������WKHUH�RQ����'HF�DQG�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����6HS��DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHUV�DW�
RWKHU�VLWHV�ZHUH�����DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ����1RY�����DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ�WKH��WK�DQG����DW�
&OLPSLQJ�RQ����'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�RQO\�WHQ�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WZR���NP�VTXDUHV�RI�
WKH�����VXUYH\HG�

7KHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�LQODQG�UHFRUGV��DOO�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV��IURP�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����0DU�����$SU�
DQG����-XO��DQG�IURP�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����$SU�DQG�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����-XQ��>&-5%@�

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

Rare vagrant.

7ZR��SUHVXPHG�WR�EH�D�SDLU��ZHUH�DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ���-XQ��*$+���,W�LV�DVVXPHG�WKDW�WKHVH�ZHUH�
WKH�VDPH�WZR�ELUGV�WKDW�VSHQW�WKH�SHULRG����0D\�WR���-XQ�DW�3HQQLQJWRQ�0DUVK�LQ�+DPSVKLUH��7KH�
UHFRUG�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�%%5&�DQG�LV�WKH�¿UVW�FRXQW\�UHFRUG�VLQFH�������7KHVH�WZR�ELUGV�
EULQJ�WKH�WRWDO�XS�WR�DERXW�����>'++@

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce and localised breeder. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern.

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
48 72 112 94 117 72 37 13 0 18 37 66

,Q�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\� WKH�UHJXODU�ZLQWHULQJ�ÀRFNV� LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�DQG�3DJKDP�+EUV�ZHUH�
VWLOO�SUHVHQW�IURP�������7KH�&KLFKHVWHU�ÀRFN�SHDNHG�DW����RQ����)HE�EXW�ZDV�QRW�UHFRUGHG�DIWHU�
WKDW��7KH�3DJKDP�JURXS�UHDFKHG����RQ����)HE�DQG�ZDV�ODVW�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH���th. Elsewhere, in 
)HEUXDU\�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��IRXU�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���st, up to two in the 
1HZKDYHQ�DUHD�EHWZHHQ���DQG����)HE��RQH�DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�IURP������th�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
RQ�WKH���th��2IIVKRUH�SDVVDJH�ZDV�SRRU��ZLWK�D�WRWDO�RI�RQO\����GXULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ��7KH�RQO\�LQODQG�
VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�WZR�DW�ERWK�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����$SU�DQG�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�������0D\�
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7KH�PDLQ� EUHHGLQJ� VLWH� LQ� (DVW� 6XVVH[� KHOG� ��� SDLUV�� WKRXJK�PDQ\� VXIIHUHG� SUHGDWLRQ� E\�
EDGJHUV�� DQG� DW� D� VHFRQG� VLWH� LQ� WKH� VDPH� DUHD� ��� SDLUV� DWWHPSWHG� WR� EUHHG�� WKRXJK� ��� SDLUV�
DEDQGRQHG�DQG�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�VL[�SDLUV�UDLVHG�D�PLQLPXP�RI�VL[�\RXQJ�DQG�DW�D�WKLUG�VLWH�XS�WR�
VHYHQ�ELUGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�LQ�-XQH�ZLWK�D�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ��SHUKDSV�IURP�DQRWKHU�ORFDWLRQ��EHLQJ�QRWHG�
RQ�WKH���th��,Q�:HVW�6XVVH[��WZR�SDLUV�DW�RQH�VLWH�ZHUH�ÀRRGHG�RXW�DQG�DW�D�VHFRQG�VLWH�WKHUH�ZHUH�
up to nine birds recorded during the summer but there was no successful breeding.

Avocet, Newhaven Tidemills, February 2012 (Les Bird)

$V�XVXDO�� ELUGV�GLVSHUVHG�RXW�RI� WKH� FRXQW\� WR�PRXOW� GXULQJ� -XO\�ZLWK� D�PD[LPXP�$XJXVW�
FRXQW�RI�VHYHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th and no records for September. Numbers built up again from 
ODWH�2FWREHU�DQG�WKH�UHJXODU�ZLQWHULQJ�ÀRFNV�SHDNHG�DW����LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RQ���'HF��D�UHFRUG�
IRU� WKLV� VLWH�� DQG���� LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����'HF��7KLV� FRPELQHG� WRWDO� HTXDOV� WKH������ UHFRUG��
continuing a gradual rise over the last few years. The only reports from other sites were of seven 
DW�*O\QH�*DS�RQ����1RY��VL[�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th (with one or two occasionally until the end of 
WKH�\HDU��DQG���:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���'HF��>&-5%@

Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus

A rare passage migrant. Formerly a scarce breeding summer visitor, which since 

2006 has tentatively started to recolonise the county. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

2QH�ZDWFKHG�IRU����PLQXWHV�EHWZHHQ�$QJPHULQJ�DQG�3ROLQJ�RQ����)HE��7$-��516��ZDV�RYHU�
WKUHH�ZHHNV� HDUOLHU� WKDQ� WKH�RQH� DW�:HVW�&KLOWLQJWRQ�RQ���0DU������ZKLFK�� KLWKHUWR��ZDV� WKH�
HDUOLHVW�VLQFH�WKH�LQFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�626�LQ�������
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'XULQJ������WKH�563%�6XVVH[�6WRQH�FXUOHZ�SURMHFW�FRQWLQXHG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�WHDP�RI�
licensed volunteers to survey as much suitable habitat as possible and to work intensively with 
local landowners, farmers and gamekeepers to create the conditions needed to assist returning and 
passage birds to stay and breed.

During the year this team located one pair in an area where habitat management and regular 
monitoring were possible. Through working closely with landowners, management of the breeding 
VLWH�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD�ZDV�DGMXVWHG�WR�EHVW�VXLW�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�VSHFLHV��$�GHWDLOHG�SURJUDPPH�
of monitoring established that the pair attempted to nest in early May, although unfortunately this 
IDLOHG�IROORZLQJ�D�QLJKW�RI�YHU\�KHDY\�UDLQ��7KH�SDLU�SXW�GRZQ�DQRWKHU�QHVW�LQ�PLG�-XQH�EXW�WKLV�
again failed after another night with similar conditions.

At a second site, where habitat management and regular monitoring were possible, a single 
ELUG�UHWXUQHG�HDUO\� LQ� WKH�VHDVRQ�DQG�ZDV� MRLQHG�E\�WZR�IXUWKHU�ELUGV� LQ� ODWH�-XQH��1R�QHVWLQJ�
DWWHPSWV�ZHUH�ZLWQHVVHG��EXW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�ELUGV�WKDW�DSSHDUHG�LQ�ODWH�-XQH�KDG�DWWHPSWHG�
to nest in the locality and, on the nest failing, moved into the area where they were observed. This 
\HDU�LV�WKH�¿UVW�VLQFH�WKH�SURMHFW¶V�LQFHSWLRQ�ZKHQ�QR�\RXQJ�KDYH�ÀHGJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�

7KH�GHFLVLRQ�LQ������WR�SXEOLVK�WKH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�WR�6XVVH[�ZDV�SURPSWHG�
E\� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH� ELUGV� DW� RQH� VLWH� VXIIHUHG� VLJQL¿FDQW� GLVWXUEDQFH� IURP� D� VPDOO� QXPEHU� RI�
ELUGZDWFKHUV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WUHVSDVV� RQ� SULYDWH� ODQG�� 6XFK� DFWLYLW\� GLUHFWO\� MHRSDUGLVHV� EUHHGLQJ�
VXFFHVV� DQG� WKH� SURMHFW¶V� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� IDUPHUV� DQG� JDPHNHHSHUV�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� WKLV�
GLVWXUEDQFH�RFFXUUHG�DJDLQ�LQ������ZLWK� LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLOIXOO\� WUHVSDVVLQJ�LQ�RUGHU� WR�ZDWFK�WKH�
birds from a close perspective.

7KH� 563%� 6XVVH[� 6WRQH�FXUOHZ� SURMHFW�� DFWLYHO\� VXSSRUWHG� E\� WKH� 6XVVH[� 2UQLWKRORJLFDO�
Society, remains indebted to the support of the landowners, farmers and gamekeepers whose 
efforts have allowed the breeding success we have seen so far.

There is a long way to go before the re-colonisation of Sussex is assured, and the RSPB 
DQG�626�XUJH�HYHU\RQH�WR�SODFH�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�WKH�ELUGV�¿UVW��6WRQH�FXUOHZV�DUH�VSHFLDOO\�
protected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and the EU Birds 
'LUHFWLYH��PDNLQJ�LW�DQ�RIIHQFH�WR�GLVWXUE�RU�WDSH�OXUH�WKHP�ZLWKRXW�D�OLFHQFH��

At this stage it is recommended that birdwatchers do not go out purposely attempting to 
¿QG�6WRQH�FXUOHZV�LQ�6XVVH[��EXW�LI�ELUGV�DUH�VWXPEOHG�XSRQ�E\�DFFLGHQW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�JUHDWO\�
appreciated if records are submitted both to the SOS and the project team at RSPB Brighton 
VR�WKDW�HIIRUWV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�PD[LPXP�VXFFHVV�RI�DQ\�EUHHGLQJ�DWWHPSW��>'*@

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Scarce breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Schedule 1 species.

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 6 8 5 5 5 9 6
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 9 23 12 11 17 24 16

This was a poor year for this species, with lower than usual numbers throughout the year.  
$OPRVW�DOO�UHFRUGV�FDPH�IURP�MXVW�VL[�UHJXODU�VLWHV��QHDUO\�DOO�RI�WKHP�RQ�UHVHUYHV��DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�
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RI�KRZ�UHVWULFWHG�LW�LV�EHFRPLQJ��7KH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����0DU��DQG�VL[�WKHUH�RQ����
Apr was the largest group on spring passage.

&RQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�DW�RQO\�RQH�VLWH�LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[�ZKHUH�IRXU�SDLUV�EUHG��WKRXJK�
ÀHGJLQJ�VXFFHVV�ZDV�QRW�NQRZQ��%LUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�UHJXODUO\�HQRXJK�DW�DQRWKHU�¿YH�VLWHV�WR�VXJJHVW�
that they may have at least attempted to breed.

7KH�ODUJHVW�JURXS�RQ�DXWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�VL[�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���$XJ��DQG�WKH�ODVW�VLJKWLQJ�
ZDV�DW�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\�3RRO�RQ����6HSW��>&-5%@

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Fairly common breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 63 106 190 30 199 34 146 1059 107 102 154 121
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 41 81 106 2 102 16 18 750 1 49 118 93
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 22 6 64 12 41 4 96 213 - 19 18 18
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ - 1 2 4 5 3 24 32 6 - - 8
'ŽƌŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ nc - - - - nc nc nc 69 32 - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - 12 18 11 48 5 8 50 29 2 18 -

0D[LPXP�QRQ�:H%6�FRXQWV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�DERYH�WDEOH�ZHUH�����DW�3DJKDP�
+EU�RQ����)HE�����DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�RQ����-DQ�DQG����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th. The highest counts at 
RWKHU�VLWHV�ZHUH����DW�5RHGHDQ�RQ����-DQ�DQG����DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH��th��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR����DW�
%URRNODQGV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�.LQJVWRQ�*RUVH�RQ�WKH���th.

'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ��WKH�ODUJHVW�GD\�FRXQW�IURP�VHDZDWFKLQJ�ORJV�ZDV����(�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�
���0D\��DQG�WKH�RQO\�LQODQG�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�WZR�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����0DU�ZLWK�RQH�WKHUH�
RQ����0D\��DQG�RQH�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ���$SU�

$�PLQLPXP�RI����EUHHGLQJ�SDLUV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG��SRVVLEO\�WKH�ORZHVW�WRWDO�HYHU�DQG�DQ�DODUPLQJ�
FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�GHFOLQH��$W�5\H�+EU�WKHUH�ZHUH����SDLUV�EXW�VXFFHVV�ZDV�ORZ��DQG�VHYHQ�
pairs were counted at Pagham Hbr, one of which was seen with four chicks. There were four pairs 
DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG��WKUHH�SDLUV�DW�0HGPHUU\�UDLVHG�¿YH�\RXQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��DQG�VLQJOH�SDLUV�ZHUH�
reported at The Midrips and Newhaven Tidemills. The records suggest that pairs may also have 
attempted to breed at Brighton Marina, Littlehampton West Beach, Lancing and Ovingdean.

,Q� WKH� DXWXPQ�� ��� DW�3LOVH\� ,VODQG�RQ����6HS� DQG���� DW�5\H�+EU� RQ����$XJ� DQG���� WKHUH�
on 2 Sep were the only counts higher than the WeBS, and the only inland records were from 
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�VHYHQ�RQ����$XJ�

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�QXPEHUV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�:H%6�ZHUH����DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ����2FW�DQG����
WKHUH�RQ���'HF�����DW�*RULQJ��RQ����1RY��DQG�DW�5\H�+EU����RQ����1RY�DQG����RQ���'HF��7KHUH�
ZHUH�XS�WR����DW�:RUWKLQJ�WKURXJKRXW��D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��RQ���1RY�DQG�
���DW�5RWWLQJGHDQ�RQ����2FW��>&-5%@
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Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus

Very scarce spring and autumn passage migrant; formerly bred. Schedule 1 species.

2QH�ZDV�VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�5\H�+EU�IURP���WR���0D\��66�et al.). The total since the 
VWDUW�RI������LV�QRZ�����DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�����SHU�\HDU��7KLV�UHSUHVHQWV�D�QRWDEOH�GURS�LQ�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�
RI�VLJKWLQJV��WKH�DYHUDJHV�IRU�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�GHFDGHV�RI�WKH���th�FHQWXU\�ZHUH��UHVSHFWLYHO\�����������
DQG�����LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�����V�ZHUH�UDWKHU�H[FHSWLRQDO��6RPH�����RI�DOO�GDWHG�UHFRUGV�RFFXU�DOPRVW�
HTXDOO\�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�PRQWKV��$SULO�DQG�0D\��>-$+@

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus

Very scarce spring and autumn passage migrant; one winter record. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

:LWK�RQO\�RQH�ELUG�UHFRUGHG��IROORZLQJ�ODVW�\HDU¶V����������ZDV�EHORZ�DYHUDJH��2QH�ZDV�VHHQ�
DW�+DUYH\¶V�&URVV��%DOVGHDQ���D�UHJXODU�VLWH��RQ����6HS��3%��670���7KH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�IRU�WKH���st 
FHQWXU\��IROORZLQJ�D�UHYLHZ�RI�UHFRUGV��LV�QRZ�����ZLWK�DQQXDO�QXPEHUV�DV�IROORZV��

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 3 21 7 1 2 - 21 - 3 5 5 10 1

7KH�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�WKLV�FHQWXU\�RI�VL[�SHU�\HDU�FRQWUDVWV�XQIDYRXUDEO\�ZLWK�WKH�DYHUDJH�IRU�WKH�
SUHYLRXV����\HDUV�������������RI�����SHU�\HDU��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW��GHVSLWH�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�
of birders during that period, there has been a real decline in the numbers of birds passing through 
6XVVH[�DQG��SHUKDSV��LQ�WKH�RYHUDOO�SRSXODWLRQ��7KLV�\HDU¶V�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�RQ�D�W\SLFDO�GDWH�IRU�D�
UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQW�DV�����RI�DOO�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�$XJXVW�DQG�6HSWHPEHU��>-$+@

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Common winter visitor and passage migrant, rare non-breeder in summer. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 1247 826 481 144 9 - - 198 111 1552 3521 1304
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 513 495 394 - 9 - - 28 3 629 683 401
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 650 2 34 - - - - - 35 120 836 500
EĞǁŚĂǀĞŶ nc 250 nc nc - - - - - - - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 50 17 53 144 - - - 170 73 803 2000 401

Counts made in between WeBS dates were often much higher than those shown above, as is 
RIWHQ�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�WKLV�KLJKO\�PRELOH�VSHFLHV��7KH�PD[LPXP�DW�WKH�PRVW�UHJXODUO\�PRQLWRUHG�
sites for the two winter periods are shown below.
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
dŚŽƌŶĞǇ�/ƐůĂŶĚ 3000 50 84 600 250 400
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 650 500 200 224 1000 1000
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 1500 800 220 1500 2000 1000

7KHUH� ZDV� DQ� XQXVXDOO\� KLJK� FRXQW� RI� ���� DW� 1HZKDYHQ�7LGHPLOOV� RQ� ��� )HE�� DQG� ��� DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-DQ�DQG����DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�RQ����)HE�ZHUH�E\�IDU�WKH�KLJKHVW�
FRXQWV�LQ�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�DOO�\HDU��7KH�ODUJHVW�ÀRFNV�HOVHZKHUH�ZHUH����DW�6WH\QLQJ�/HYHOV�RQ���
)HE�����DW�/HZHV�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th��DQG����DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ����-DQ��1XPEHUV�WDLOHG�RII�
VKDUSO\�DIWHU�PLG�$SULO��RQO\����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�0D\��DQG�RQH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����-XQ�ZDV�WKH�
only record that month.

7KHUH�ZDV�D�JDS�RI�RYHU�¿YH�ZHHNV�XQWLO�WKH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQWV��ZLWK�WHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�
���-XO\��1XPEHUV�LQFUHDVHG�VKDUSO\�LQ�2FWREHU��EXW�DJDLQ�WKH�:H%6�WRWDOV�DUH�QRW�D�UHOLDEOH�JXLGH��
DQG�WKH�WUXH�PD[LPD�DUH�VKRZQ�DERYH��$ZD\�IURP�WKH�UHJXODU�VLWHV�WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�%DUQKDP�RQ�
���'HF��D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���'HF�DQG�QLQH�DW�6WHHS�'RZQ��/DQFLQJ�
RQ���2FW��1XPEHUV�DW�5\H�+EU�ZHUH�ORZ�LQ�'HFHPEHU��EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH������DW�-XU\¶V�*DS�RQ�WKH�
��th�DQG�����DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ�WKH���th��ERWK�VLWHV�ZKLFK�DUH�LQFOXGHG�ZLWKLQ�5\H�%D\��>&-5%@

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

The WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 1177 1185 1992 407 114 18 91 943 561 362 20,011 15,988
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 671 746 1463 62 74 18 89 841 484 177 1450 1121
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 495 380 528 343 37 - 2 102 77 184 526 414

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�FRXQWV�H[FHHGLQJ�WKH�:H%6�IRU�WKH�WZR�PDLQ�VLWHV��EXW�
HOVHZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�SHDNV�RI�����RQ�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ����)HE�����DW�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�:HVW�%HDFK�
RQ����-DQ�DQG����DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ����)HE��DQG�VHYHQ�DW�1HZKDYHQ�7LGHPLOOV�RQ����)HE�ZDV�D�KLJK�
number for this site. The only inland records were from Pulborough Brooks with three there on 2 
)HE�DQG�RQH�UHPDLQLQJ�XQWLO�WKH���th. There was the usual light offshore passage during the spring, 
and the totals from the main seawatching points are shown below.

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ dŽƚĂů

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E - - - 62 24 86
W - - - 46 - 46

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�
E - - - - 8 8
W - - - - - -

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E - - - 3 2 5
W - - - - - -

�ĞĂĐŚǇ�,ĞĂĚ E - 10 - 14 10 34
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Numbers at Pilsey Island during the spring were much higher than the WeBS suggests, with 
����RQ���0D\�DQG����RQ����-XQ��DQG�DW�5\H�+EU�WKHUH�ZDV�D�KLJK�FRXQW�RI����RQ���0D\��WKH�VDPH�
GD\�DV�DQ�XQXVXDO�LQODQG�UHFRUG�RI�VL[�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�

7KH�RQO\�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�WRWDO�WR�H[FHHG�WKH�VKRZQ�:H%6�FRXQWV�ZDV�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�
���'HF��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�ZHUH����DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ����'HF�DQG����RQ�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ����
1RY��>&-5%@

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Scarce or fairly common but declining resident and very common winter visitor. Red 

listed species of high conservation concern.

/DSZLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�DW�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VLWHV�
were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 7709 3003 438 249 201 377 639 1080 624 1728 6880 11,754
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1315 611 33 26 25 12 68 127 138 198 927 1150
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ 275 104 26 26 23 35 nc 43 25 120 85 325
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1217 192 33 10 11 25 49 171 80 315 1204 1908
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 1853 625 119 64 54 54 107 80 17 240 1064 968
>ŽǁĞƌ��ĚƵƌ��ƐƚƵĂƌǇ 1140 91 nc nc nc nc nc nc 27 108 180 210
EĞǁŚĂǀĞŶ nc 259 nc nc - - - - - - 72 450
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 265 572 47 8 4 nc - - - 60 69 211
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ 713 48 76 28 30 nc nc nc 2 - 794 1178
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 14 68 - nc nc nc nc nc 32 61 79 58
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 731 145 78 69 48 250 415 565 238 554 2331 5068

7KHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�VLJQL¿FDQW�DGGLWLRQDO�FRXQWV�WR�WKH�:H%6�������LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ���-DQ�DQG�
�����LQ�WKH�VDPH�DUHD�RQ�WKH��nd�DQG�����RQ�WKH��th�������DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���DQG����-DQ������DW�
/HZHV�%URRNV��2XVH�9DOOH\��RQ���-DQ������DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ����)HE������DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�
���)HE�DQG�����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���rd�������DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����)HE���

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�QLQH�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�DW�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUWV�RI�
QHVWLQJ�ZHUH�RI�D�ELUG�VLWWLQJ�RQ�HJJV�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����0DU��DQRWKHU�QHVW�ZLWK�WKUHH�HJJV�
DW�:LFN�RQ���$SU�DQG�D�GLIIHUHQW�QHVW�DW�$UXQGHO�RQ�WKH��th��7KH�¿UVW�FKLFNV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�$UXQGHO�
RQ����$SU��IRXU��DQG����$SU��HLJKW��DQG��DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��RQ���0D\��WKUHH���$W�3XOERURXJK�
%URRNV��DOWKRXJK����SDLUV�ZHUH�QRWHG��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�GLVUXSWHG�E\�ÀRRGV�DQG�SUREDEO\�RQO\�WZR�
ELUGV�ÀHGJHG��DQ�H[SHULHQFH�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV��WHQ�SDLUV���$W�5\H�+EU�����
SDLUV�EUHG�EXW�ÀHGJLQJ�VXFFHVV�ZDV�ORZ��$W�0HGPHUU\�WKHUH�ZDV�EHWWHU�VXFFHVV�����SDLUV�ÀHGJHG�
IRXU�DQG�D�IXUWKHU����SDLUV�RQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VLWH�ÀHGJHG����\RXQJ��7KHUH�ZHUH�VHYHQ�SDLUV�DW�
Thorney Island through the season.  

� 7KH� ¿UVW� JDWKHULQJV� RI� VLJQL¿FDQW� QXPEHUV� ZHUH� UHSRUWHG� IURP� HDUO\� -XO\� ZLWK� ���� DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH��th��ZLWK�FRXQWV�LQ�WKH�ORZ�KXQGUHGV�DW�VHYHUDO�VLWHV�WR�����RQ�WKH���st 

DW�5\H�+EU�IROORZHG�E\�����WKHUH�LQ�HDUO\�$XJXVW�DQG�����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th. Later in the autumn 
WKHUH�ZHUH�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���6HS�DQG�����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����2FW�
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The WeBS table clearly reveals large numbers in December and the total was the highest since 
�������ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�)HEUXDU\�������LQFOXGHG�DPRQJVW�WKHVH�FRXQWV�ZHUH������DW�6FRWQH\�*3�
RQ����'HF��$GGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�WKHUH�ZHUH�QLQH�FRXQWV�RI�D�WKRXVDQG�RU�PRUH�ELUGV��PRVWO\�
IURP�3DJKDP�+EU�ZKHUH�WKH�SHDN�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ����'HF�EXW������ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�
-XU\¶V�*DS�RQ����'HF��>:(&@

Knot Calidris canutus

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts for the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 1411 1544 222 - 30 - 4 33 20 6 321 332
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1207 843 221 - 29 - 2 26 16 - 116 45
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 204 700 1 - 1 - - 3 2 6 205 281
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - - - - - 2 4 2 - - 6

6LJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�:H%6�LQFOXGHG�����DW�ERWK�3LOVH\�6DQGV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��
RQ����-DQ�DQG�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����)HE��$V�XVXDO�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�WKH�:HVW�
6XVVH[�KDUERXUV�ZKHUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�HYHU\�PRQWK�RI�WKH�\HDU��+RZHYHU��QRWDEOH�FRXQWV�
IURP�(DVW�6XVVH[�LQFOXGHG�����LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ���-DQ�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���-DQ�DQG�����WKHUH�RQ���
0D\��7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHUV�UHFRUGHG�ZHUH�GRZQ�E\�WZR�WKLUGV�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK��������

(DVWZDUG�FRDVWDO�SDVVDJH�ZDV�YHU\�OLJKW��D�GDLO\�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�
JLYHV�D�WRWDO�RI����(�FRPSULVLQJ����LQ�$SULO�DQG����LQ�0D\�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�MXVW����(�DW�6HOVH\�
%LOO�RQ����$SU�

5HSRUWV�RI�ELUGV�LQ�VXPPHU�SOXPDJH�ZHUH�RI�PDQ\�DPRQJ�WKH����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���0D\�
ZKLFK�GHFUHDVHG�WR����RQ�WKH��th�DQG���RQ���-XQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WKUHH�UHFRUGV�RI�ELUGV�LQ�-XQH��
WKH�ODVW�RQH�QRWHG�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th. 

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV�RQ���-XO�IROORZHG�E\�WHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���nd 
DQG�WZR�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th. Thereafter, there was a slow build up of numbers with the bulk 
DUULYLQJ�LQ�ODWH�1RYHPEHU�ZKHQ�����ZHUH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV�RQ�
WKH���th��7KH�SHDN�'HFHPEHU�FRXQWV�RI�����ZHUH�DOVR�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��th and at Pilsey Sands 
RQ�WKH���th��>:(&��-$1@

Sanderling Calidris alba

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Very rare away from coast.

Birds were once again noted throughout the year with all sightings at or very near the coast.  
The monthly WeBS counts for the principal sites were as given in the table below.

6LJQL¿FDQW�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�FRXQWV��LQ�GHVFHQGLQJ�RUGHU�RI�PDJQLWXGH�DQG�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�
:H%6�ZHUH�����RQ�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ����-DQ������DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����0DU��
����DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ����)HE�DQG�����DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV�RQ����-DQ�
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 14 42 121 61 254 42 220 318 4 43 75 27
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 11 32 121 30 200 42 218 314 1 43 6 11
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 2 - - - - - - 3 - - - -
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ - 6 - 31 54 - 2 - - - 69 12
�ƌƵŶ�; �̂ŽĨ��ƌƵŶĚĞůͿ - 3 - - - - - - - - - -
'ŽƌŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ nc - - - - nc nc nc 2 - - 4
>ŽǁĞƌ��ĚƵƌ��ƐƚƵĂƌǇ 1 - nc nc nc nc nc nc - - - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - - - - - - 1 1 - - -

Sanderling, Selsey, February 2012 (Mick Davis)

The table below, showing the monthly totals passing each of the principal seawatching sites, 
GHPRQVWUDWHV� WKDW� FRDVWDO�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH� XQUHPDUNDEOH�� H[FHSW� IRU� D�ZHVWHUO\�PRYHPHQW� DW�
Worthing in March and a reasonable number eastwards at Selsey Bill in May where the peak was 
MXVW����(�RQ�WKH���th. 

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�VL[�UHFRUGHG�DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV�RQ����-XO�LQFUHDVLQJ�WR�����RQ���$XJ�
DQG�D�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�RI�����RQ�WKH���th��,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZDV�D�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�
RI�����RQ�WKH�EHDFK�DW��%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��RQ����2FW��7KHUHDIWHU�PD[LPD�ZHUH������DW�3LOVH\�
6DQGV�RQ����2FW������DW�(DVW�+HDG��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����1RY������DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th and 
����DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ����'HF��>:(&��-$1@
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E - 1 - 20 137 1 2 - 8 - -
W - - 1 6 - - - - 6 - -

�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ�
E - - - - - - - - - - -
W 11 - - - - - - - - - -

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�
E - - 5 9 73 - 8 - - - -
W - - 100 5 - 3 - - 19 7 -

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E - - - 31 91 - - - - - -
W - - - - - - - - - - -

�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ
E - - - 17 9 - - - - - -
W - - - - - - - - - - -

Little Stint Calidris minuta

Scarce passage migrant; very scarce in winter.

Numbers for this species were very low as shown in the following table of monthly totals.  
'XULQJ�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�RQO\�WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��RQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����6HS�DQG�DQRWKHU�
DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����2FW�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
1 1 1 - 12 - 2 5 3 2 1 1

Birds were recorded at only the three usual sites of Chichester, Pagham and Rye Harbours. In 
WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�VWLOO�SUHVHQW�IURP������DW�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO�
�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��XQWLO����0DU�

,Q�VSULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�VSULQJ�PLJUDQW�ZDV�RQH�VHHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���0D\�ZKLFK�ZDV�MRLQHG�E\�WZR�
PRUH�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�E\�\HW�WZR�PRUH�RQ�WKH��th��EXW�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQO\�RQH�RQ�WKH��th. Three  
PLJUDQWV�DSSHDUHG�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH��th�WR�EH�MRLQHG�E\�WZR�PRUH�RQ�WKH��th associating with 
D�'XQOLQ�ÀRFN��7KH�¿QDO�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�ZDV�RI�WZR�RQ�WKH���th at the North Wall 
¿HOGV��)XUWKHU�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW�WKUHH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ����0D\�

7KH�¿UVW�HDUO\�UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����-XO��DW�)HUU\�3RRO��3DJKDP�+EU��
RQ�WKH���st�DQG�3LOVH\�6DQGV�RQ���$XJ�RQO\��7KH�QH[W�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�RQH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�������DQG�
���$XJ��MRLQHG�E\�WZR�PRUH�RQ�WKH���th of which only one remained on 2 Sep. Another was there 
RQ����6HS��$W�3DJKDP�+EU�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�RQ����6HS�ZKLFK�UHPDLQHG�XQWLO�WKH���th. The last bird 
RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���DQG���'HF��>:(&@

Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii

Very scarce spring and autumn passage migrant. Red listed species of high conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species.

2QO\�WZR�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG��D�VSULQJ�PLJUDQW�ZDV�DW�5\H�+EU�IURP���WR���0D\��&%��DQG�D�
UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�DW�0HGPHUU\�IURP����WR����$XJ��3%���7KH�WRWDO�IRU�WKH���st century moves on 
WR�����0RVW�UHFRUGV�DUH�IRU�VSULQJ�PLJUDQWV�ZKLFK�SHDN�LQ�0D\������RI�DOO�UHFRUGV���WKH�HDUOLHVW�
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KDYLQJ�EHHQ�RQ����0DU�������WKH�ODWHVW�DXWXPQ�DUULYDO�ZDV����6HS������ZKLFK�GHSDUWHG�RQ���2FW��
WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�QR�ODWHU�UHFRUGV��>-$+@

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos

Rare vagrant, mainly in autumn. 

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�IURP����6HS�WR���2FW��-6:�et al.). The 
FRXQW\�WRWDO�PRYHV�RQ�WR�����VLQFH�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�������ZLWK����KDYLQJ�EHHQ�VHHQ�WKLV�FHQWXU\���
7KLV� LV�D�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�DXWXPQ�VSHFLHV������RI�DOO� UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRU� WKH�PRQWKV�-XO\� WR�
1RYHPEHU�� WKH� HDUOLHVW� DXWXPQ�DUULYDO�ZDV�RQ���� -XO� ����� DQG� WKH� ODWHVW� ��1RY�������ZKLFK�
departed on the 3rd��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�RQO\�VHYHQ�VSULQJ�UHFRUGV�VLQFH�������$SULO�����DQG�0D\������
WKH�HDUOLHVW�ZDV�RQH�VKRW�DW�:LQFKHOVHD�RQ����$SU�������>-$+@

&XUOHZ�6DQGSLSHU��&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ��6HSWHPEHU�������3HWHU�:LOVRQ�

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea

Passage migrant, scarce in autumn and very scarce in spring; rare in winter.

7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�&XUOHZ�6DQGSLSHUV�UHFRUGHG�LQ������ZDV�����IHZHU� WKDQ�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�UHFRUGV�LQ�������7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�LQ�D�JRRG�VSULQJ�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�RI�WKUHH�ELUGV�DW�3LOVH\�
,VODQG�RQ���0D\��RQH�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�LQ�VXPPHU�SOXPDJH��IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�RQ�WKH��th, moulting 
LQWR�EUHHGLQJ�SOXPDJH��%HWZHHQ���DQG���0D\�IXUWKHU�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�RI�¿YH�DW�5\H�+EU��XS�WR�WZR��
ELUGV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��DOVR�IURP�WKH��th�WR�WKH��th��¿YH�DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ�WKH��th and a further 
WZR�ELUGV�LQ�¿HOGV�ZHVW�RI�6HOVH\�RQ�WKH���th�DQG��¿QDOO\��RQH�DW�7KH�0LGULSV�RQ�WKH���th.
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The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ
19 - 1 9 4 2 1

7KH�¿UVW�HDUO\� UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQW�ZDV�RQH� LQ�SDUWLDO� VXPPHU�SOXPDJH�RQ����-XO�DW�3DJKDP�
+EU�IROORZHG�E\�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�PLQLPXP�RI�QLQH�ELUGV�LQ�$XJXVW�VSOLW�EHWZHHQ�3DJKDP�+EU��VL[��
and Rye Hbr (three). An unusually low total was recorded in September with only four birds, 
FRPSULVLQJ�WZR�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��th and 22nd�DQG�RQH�HDFK�DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ�WKH��th and 
5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�IRU�2FWREHU�ZDV�RI�WZR�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th. Finally, there 
ZDV�D�YHU\�ODWH�UHFRUG�RI�RQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP������1RY��>&'@

3XUSOH�6DQGSLSHU��1HZKDYHQ�+DUERXU��-DQXDU\�������-DNH�(YHULWW�

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, very rare in summer. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

This species was only recorded in three locations and the highest count at each of these is 
shown in the table below. 

)RU� WKH�¿UVW�SDUW�RI� WKH�\HDU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH� ORZHU� WKDQ� UHFHQW�\HDUV��7KH�KLJKHVW� FRXQWV� LQ�
HDFK�PRQWK�ZHUH�HLJKW�DW�1HZKDYHQ�+EU�RQ���-DQ�����DW�%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�RQ����)HE�DQG�VL[�
DOVR�DW�%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�EHWZHHQ����DQG����0DU��7KH�FRXQW�DW�%ULJKWRQ�LQ�)HEUXDU\�HTXDOV�WKH�
SUHYLRXV�VLWH�UHFRUG�RI����RQ����)HE�������7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�IXUWKHU�VLJKWLQJV�UHSRUWHG�DW�1HZKDYHQ�
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LQ�)HEUXDU\�RU�0DUFK��8QXVXDOO\�� WKHUH�ZHUH�QR� UHFRUGV� IRU�$SULO� DQG� WKLV� LV� WKH�¿UVW� \HDU� LQ�
modern recording times without an April or May record.

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ � KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 19 26 6 1 23 1 9
^ŚŽƌĞŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 7 5 - 1 3 12
�ƌŝŐŚƚŽŶ�DĂƌŝŶĂ 4 21 6 - 8 -
EĞǁŚĂǀĞŶ�,ďƌ 8 - - - 12 1

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�QRW�UHFRUGHG�XQWLO����2FW��DW�6KRUHKDP�+EU��WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�
LV���6HS���%LUGV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�DJDLQ�RQO\�UHSRUWHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WKUHH�VLWHV�DV�IRU�
WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�DW�6KRUHKDP�+EU�LQFUHDVHG�WR�WKUHH�RQ����1RY��EXW�
ELUGV�ZHUH�QRW�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�RWKHU�WZR�VLWHV�XQWLO����1RY��1XPEHUV�LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�
ORZ��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����ELUGV�DW�6KRUHKDP�+EU��ZKLFK�LV�D�VLWH�UHFRUG��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�
UHFRUGHG�ZDV�RQH�DW�1HZKDYHQ��>&'@

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Very common passage migrant and winter visitor, scarce away from estuaries; scarce 

non-breeder in summer. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

'XQOLQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����DOPRVW�H[FOXVLYHO\�FRDVWDO�WHWUDGV��7KH�PRQWKO\�:H%6�FRXQWV�
for the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 8188 10,086 6771 242 547 155 590 2602 808 4012 6797 10,493
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 6512 8042 6072 71 429 126 468 2514 547 3741 6508 9572
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1619 1238 615 156 57 - - 41 6 228 272 836
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 55 583 68 12 49 29 102 45 240 42 13 60

Counts additional to the WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 20,000 - - - - - - 4000 - 10,000 8000 10,000
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ - - - - 213 10 50 70 48 502 1000 -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 100 525 98 14 330 32 - 120 260 62 80 -

7KH�-DQXDU\�FRXQW�RI��������DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV� �&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��ZDV�QRW�RQO\� WKH�KLJKHVW� LQ�
WKH�FRXQW\�GXULQJ������EXW�DOVR�HTXDOOHG� WKH� WZR�RWKHU�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�VLQFH�������RI����1RY�
�����DQG���1RY�������DOVR�DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�WRWDOV�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
DQG�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�PRQWKV�H[FHHGHG�WKH����WKUHVKROG�RI���������PDNLQJ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�D�VLWH�RI��
international importance for this species. Elsewhere, the highest counts of birds roosting on the 
EHDFK�DW�%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��ZHUH�����RQ����-DQ������RQ���)HE�DQG��DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU������
RQ���1RY�DQG�����RQ���'HF��
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In keeping with records of other wading species the spring visible passage was poor with an 
DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�GHWDLOV�IURP�WKH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�VXJJHVWLQJ�����ÀHZ�HDVW�FRPSULVLQJ�HLJKW�LQ�
0DUFK�����LQ�$SULO�DQG�����LQ�0D\��WKLV�EHLQJ�DERXW�����RI�WKH�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�IRU�WKH�SDVW����
\HDUV��7KH�ODUJHVW�FRDVWDO�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�\HDU�LQFOXGHG����:�RQ���-DQ�DQG����(�RQ���0D\�DW�
:RUWKLQJ�DQG����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU��7KH�KLJK�FRXQWV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�
PRVWO\�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�DUHD�ZLWK������VHHQ�DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV�RQ����'HF��$W�
3DJKDP�+EU������ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ����1RY�DQG�����DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����'HF��

,QODQG�UHFRUGV�FDPH�IURP�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�����GDWHV�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�VL[�RQ����0DU���
:HLU�:RRG�5HV��RQH�RQ���$SU���WKH�%OXHEHOO�5DLOZD\��RQH�RQ����-DQ���$UOLQJWRQ�5HV��WZR�RQ���
-DQ�DQG�WKUHH�RQ����0D\��DQG�%HZO�:DWHU��RQH�RQ���)HE���>5-(@ 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Red listed species of high conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species.

The monthly WeBS counts for the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 13 11 29 7 - - - 3 3 - 13 10
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ - - - - - - - - 1 - - -
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - -
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 8 8 25 - - - - - - - 6 10
ZǇĞ�,ďƌ 5 2 4 7 - - - 2 2 - 7 -

The minimum monthly totals, including all records, were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 25 99 45 35 6 - 6 26 8 8 20 14

5XIIV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�HYHU\�PRQWK�H[FHSW�-XQH��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�VLJKWLQJV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKUHH�
VLWHV��3DJKDP�+EU��WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�DQG�5\H�+EU��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�
ZHUH����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����)HE�DQG����DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�LQ�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�����RQ�
���-DQ�����)HE�DQG����0DU��(OVHZKHUH��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�ZHUH�HLJKW�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
RQ����)HE�DQG�¿YH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���0DU�

Numbers in the spring months declined as birds began to migrate. The highest count in March 
ZDV����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�IDOOLQJ�WR�HLJKW�E\���$SU��7KH�¿QDO�WKUHH�VSULQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�QRWHG�
DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���0D\�

$Q�HDUO\�UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�:LQFKHOVHD�%HDFK�RQ���-XO�IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�DW�
5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�IRXU�PRUH�HOVHZKHUH�E\�WKH�PRQWK¶V�HQG��1XPEHUV�LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
IURP���$XJ�ZLWK�D�VORZ�WULFNOH�RI�YHU\�VPDOO�QXPEHUV�FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th 
DQG����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�VLJKWLQJV�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZLWK�
WZRV�EHLQJ�WKH�PD[LPD�DW�WZR�VLWHV��6LPLODUO\��LQ�2FWREHU�ZKLOH�IRXU�VLWHV�KHOG�RQO\�VLQJOH�ELUGV�
WKHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th.  

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�VRPH�ODUJHU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��VL[�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���1RY��
VHYHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����1RY��VL[�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�VL[�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH�
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��th��7KH�QH[W�UHFRUG�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO����'HF�RI�¿YH�DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�IROORZHG�E\�IRXU�DW�
3DJKDP�+EU�RQ� WKH���st�DQG���th�� WKH�¿QDO�VLJKWLQJ�IRU� WKH�\HDU�RI�ELUGV�DSSDUHQWO\�ZLQWHULQJ���
>5-(@

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 25 7 19 8 - - - - - - 1 1
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 24 7 18 7 - - - - - - - 1
>ŽǁĞƌ��ĚƵƌ��ƐƚƵĂƌǇ - - nc nc nc nc nc nc - - 1 -
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 1 - 1 1 - nc - - - - - -

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 30 12 20 10 3 9 12

EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 6 5 4 4 2 5 3

&RXQWV�RI����DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ����DQG����-DQ�ZHUH�WKH�KLJKHVW�VLQFH�WKH�UHFRUG�WRWDO�RI����
WKHUH�LQ�������EXW�QXPEHUV�DW�WKLV�VLWH�ZHQW�GRZQ�WR����LQ�0DUFK�DQG�VHYHQ�LQ�$SULO��1R�PRUH�WKDQ�
WZR�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�DQ\�RWKHU�VLWH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�PRVW�UHJXODU�UHSRUWV�FRPLQJ�IURP�
the East Head area and Lewes Brooks. Birds were seen on one or two dates only at Coombes, 
Amberley, Pett Level, Ferring Rife, Lavington Plantation, Rye Hbr and Barnham, where two were 
ÀXVKHG�E\�D�6KRUW�HDUHG�2ZO��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�(DVWERXUQH�RQ����$SU�

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�WZR�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���2FW��IROORZHG�E\�RQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�
WKH���th�EXW�QR�UHSRUWV�IURP�DQ\�RWKHU�VLWHV�XQWLO���1RY�ZKHQ�RQH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�
Brooks. This time none at all were reported from Thorney Deeps, but a single bird was regularly 
seen in the Fishbourne Channel and there were up to nine at Rye Hbr, plus one or two at Lavington 
3ODQWDWLRQ��(DVW�+HDG�DQG�LQ�WKH�/RZHU�$GXU��>&-5%@

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Very scarce breeder and fairly common winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal sites were as given in the table below. In addition 
WR�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV��LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-DQ�����
DW�/HZHV�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���)HE�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH��th. The highest 
FRXQWV�DW�RWKHU�VLWHV�ZHUH����DW�$OIULVWRQ�RQ���-DQ�DQG����DW�6HIWHU�)P��5RVH�*UHHQ��RQ����)HE��
7HQ�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����)HE�ZDV�D�KLJK�FRXQW�IRU�WKLV�VLWH��DQG�RQH�E\�D�GHZ�SRQG�DW�'LWFKOLQJ�
%HDFRQ�RQ���)HE�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�XQXVXDO�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 257 214 177 55 - - 9 39 21 138 325 523
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 122 60 84 22 - - - 5 - 2 38 139
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ 7 19 9 1 - - nc 1 5 26 15 33
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 2 22 8 - - - - - 2 21 55 34
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 44 38 19 8 - - 9 24 11 56 58 101
>ŽǁĞƌ��ĚƵƌ��ƐƚƵĂƌǇ 32 4 nc nc nc nc nc nc - 6 75 85
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ 17 27 15 4 - nc - - 1 7 1 30
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 18 5 33 9 - - - 9 - 16 56 79

2QO\�¿YH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�0D\��2QH�GLVSOD\LQJ�PDOH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-XQ�DQG��
GUXPPLQJ�RQ����-XO�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�SRVVLEOH�EUHHGLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��DQG�DOWKRXJK�
VSULQJ�ÀRRGLQJ�SUREDEO\�KDG�DQ�HIIHFW�RQ�ERWK�EUHHGLQJ�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ��WKLV�LV�QHYHUWKHOHVV�WKH�
worst showing since records began.

&RPPRQ�6QLSH��5\H�+DUERXU��-DQXDU\�������5RJHU�DQG�/L]�&KDUOZRRG�

7KHUH�ZHUH�YHU\�IHZ�UHSRUWV�LQ�-XO\��DQG�QXPEHUV�UHPDLQHG�LQ�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV�XQWLO�PLG�$XJXVW��
WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI�WKH�DXWXPQ�EHLQJ����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����RQ�WKH���th. In 
WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�JRRG�QXPEHUV�WKURXJKRXW�DW�$UXQGHO�::7��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�
RI����RQ����'HF��$W�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�WKHUH�ZHUH�����RQ����1RY�DQG�����RQ�WKH���th and also 
DW�5\H�+EU��ZKHUH�FRXQWV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�:H%6�ZHUH����RQ����2FW������RQ����1RY�DQG�D�YHU\�KLJK�
����RQ����'HF��ÀXVKHG�ZKLOH� FKHFNLQJ� WKH� VKHHS�JUD]LQJ��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU� FRXQWV�KLJKHU� WKDQ�
:H%6�ZHUH����DW�WKH�1RUWK�:DOO��3DJKDP�+EU��RQ����1RY�DQG����DW�WKH�2XVH�(VWXDU\�3URMHFW�
�1HZKDYHQ��RQ����'HF��>&-5%@
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Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Fairly common resident and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

The minimum numbers of birds seen and numbers of sites for the two winter periods are 
shown below.

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 16 112 8 4 14 26
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 13 35 8 4 12 22

6HYHUH�ZHDWKHU�RYHU�QRUWKHUQ�(XURSH�EURXJKW�D�ODUJH�LQÀX[�LQ�)HEUXDU\��ZLWK�KLJK�FRXQWV�RI�
���DW�3HWW�/HYHO�����DW�1HZKDYHQ�DQG����DW�%HZO�:DWHU�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK��DQG�VLJKWLQJV�IURP�
QHDUO\����RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV�VSUHDG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK�DOO�RI�WKHVH�KDG�
departed, leaving only eight records in March.

7KH�7KDPHV�%DVLQ�DQG�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�6XUYH\�IRXQG����URGLQJ�PDOHV�RQ�WKH�:HVW�6XVVH[�
commons. Unfortunately, there is no data from Ashdown Forest on the numbers of roding males 
there. The only other reports of territorial activity were of single birds at Rewell Wood (Arundel), 
&KDLOH\�&RPPRQ�DQG�%URDGZDWHU�:DUUHQ��$OO�-XO\�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�IURP�EUHHGLQJ�VLWHV��DQG�WKHUH�
were no records for August or September.

7KH�¿UVW� DXWXPQ� UHFRUG�ZDV� QRW� XQWLO� ���2FW�� DQG� LQ�1RYHPEHU� DQG�'HFHPEHU� QHDUO\� DOO�
VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�LQODQG�DQG�QRQH�LQYROYHG�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�ELUGV��>&-5%@

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

Fairly common but localised winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce non-breeder in 

summer. Red listed species of high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 716 381 369 74 7 6 99 127 212 142 455 889
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 595 296 291 57 - 3 90 90 160 125 328 44
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 33 82 78 15 6 - 8 29 47 17 52 562
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ 80 - - - - - - 8 - - 75 282

$V�LQ�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV�WKH�WZR�ZHVWHUQ�KDUERXU�FRPSOH[HV�GRPLQDWHG�WKH�:H%6�FRXQWV�IRU�WKLV�
species, although the Arun valley held a high count in December when numbers at Chichester Hbr 
ZHUH�ORZ��7KH�-DQXDU\�:H%6�FRXQW�IRU�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�DQG�WKH�'HFHPEHU�FRXQW�IURP�3DJKDP�
+EU�FDPH�FORVH�WR�UHDFKLQJ�WKH����LQWHUQDWLRQDO�WKUHVKROG�RI������DOWKRXJK�ERWK�VLWHV�H[FHHGHG�
WKH����QDWLRQDO� WKUHVKROG�RI����� LQ� WKRVH� VDPH�PRQWKV�� ,QGHHG��QXPEHUV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�GLG�
H[FHHG�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�WKUHVKROG�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�LQ�'HFHPEHU�GXULQJ�QRQ�:H%6�FRXQWV��UHDFKLQJ�
D�PD[LPXP�RI������RQ����'HF�

0RVW� UHFRUGV� GXULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW� ZLQWHU� SHULRG� FDPH� IURP� WKH� WZR� PDLQ� WUDGLWLRQDO� VLWHV� RI�
Chichester and Pagham Harbours. Away from these, however, records came from Amberley Wild 
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%URRNV��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����RQ����-DQ��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��ZLWK�KLJK�FRXQWV�RI�����RQ���-DQ�
DQG�����RQ�WKH��th��3HWW�/HYHO��ZKHUH����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����0DU��DQG�5\H�+EU��ZKHUH�VL[�ZHUH�
SUHVHQW�IRU�PRVW�RI�WKH�ZLQWHU��UHDFKLQJ�D�PD[LPXP�RI�HLJKW�RQ����0DU��

7KHUH�ZHUH�QR� UHFRUGV�RI� VSULQJ�SDVVDJH��+RZHYHU�� WZR� FRXQWV� LQ�PLG�VXPPHU�ZHUH�KLJK�
IRU�WKDW�WLPH�RI�\HDU��ZLWK����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����-XQ�DQG����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��%\����-XO�
QXPEHUV�DW�WKH�ODWWHU�VLWH�KDG�ULVHQ�WR�����ZLWK����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�E\�WKH���rd�DQG����VWLOO�WKHUH�
DOPRVW�D�PRQWK�ODWHU�RQ����$XJ�

At both Chichester and Pagham Hbrs increasing numbers were recorded as autumn progressed, 
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����RQ���2FW�DW�WKH�IRUPHU�VLWH�DQG����RQ����6HS�DW�WKH�ODWWHU�

As previously stated the highest numbers during the second winter period were at Pagham Hbr 
ZKHUH�����RQ����'HF�LQFUHDVHG�WR�����RQ�WKH���st�DQG�UHDFKHG�D�PD[LPXP�RI������RQ�WKH���th.  
$W�ERWK�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�DQG�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�PD[LPD�RI�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ���DQG���'HF�
UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�VLWH�ZKHUH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQW�ZDV�PDGH�ZDV�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�
ZLWK����RQ����'HF��>'%@

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal locations were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 623 244 448 23 259 1 71 95 82 81 446 321
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 620 242 438 20 234 1 71 95 73 80 446 304
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 2 - - 1 24 - - - 3 - - 17
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 1 2 10 2 1 - - - 5 1 - -

7KH�WDEOH�VKRZV�WKDW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�UHPDLQHG�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VLWH�IRU�%DU�WDLOHG�*RGZLWV�ZLWK�
Pagham and Rye Harbours providing the only other site records. Chichester Hbr continues to be a 
VLWH�RI�QDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��ZLWK�WKUHH�FRXQWV�H[FHHGLQJ�WKH����QDWLRQDO�WKUHVKROG�
RI������:LWKLQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�WKH�NH\�ORFDWLRQ�ZDV�3LOVH\�,VODQG�ZKHUH�SHDN�QXPEHUV��DGGLWLRQDO�
WR�WKH�:H%6��ZHUH�����RQ���-DQ�DQG�����RQ�WKH���th. 

$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�GDLO\�UHFRUGV�IURP�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�VKRZ�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�
QRWHG�À\LQJ�HDVW�LQ�VSULQJ��FRPSULVLQJ�¿YH�LQ�0DUFK������LQ�$SULO�DQG�����LQ�0D\��7KLV�ZDV�OHVV�
WKDQ�KDOI�RI�WKH�DYHUDJH�IRU�WKH�SUHFHHGLQJ����\HDUV�DQG�WKH�PHGLRFULW\�RI�WKLV�HDVWZDUG�SDVVDJH�
can be seen in the following table of monthly totals and peak movements from four sites. Counts 
from the four principal seawatching sites were as follows:

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ dŽƚĂů WĞĂŬ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 390 189 579 174 on 29 Apr; 126 on 3 May
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 304 678 982 141 on 23 Apr; 434 on 3 May
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 189 91 280 91 on 30 Apr; 47 on 7 May
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 336 120 456 175 on 29 Apr; 56 on 2 May
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7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�DXWXPQ�YLVLEOH�SDVVDJH�FDPH�IURP�6HOVH\�%LOO�RI����:�RQ���6HS�
:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�-XQH��ZKHQ�MXVW�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��:H%6��DQG�

RWKHU��FRXQWV�EHJDQ�WR�UHFRUG�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�IURP�-XO\�RQZDUGV��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����WKHUH�
by the end of October. Numbers at Chichester Hbr peaked in the second winter period during 
1RYHPEHU��ZLWK�����RQ�WKH���th��KDYLQJ�LQFUHDVHG�IURP�����RQ�WKH���th, before declining again 
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����RQ����'HF��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�
���RQ����'HF��>'%@

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Common passage migrant, very scarce non-breeding summering and wintering species. 

Red listed species of high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal locations were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 3 - 5 6 204 3 88 59 10 3 1 1
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 3 - 5 6 188 2 82 36 5 3 1 -
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ - - - - 13 - - 19 1 - - 1
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ - - - - - - - 2 1 - - -
EĞǁŚĂǀĞŶ nc - nc nc - - - - 1 - - -
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 2 - - -

$�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�QRWHG� DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ��� -DQ� DQG����)HE� DQG�XS� WR� WZR�ZHUH� VHHQ� DW�
7KRUQH\�,VODQG�DQG�LQ�WKH�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO�XQWLO����0DU��2QH�RYHU�+RYH�RQ����0DU�ZDV�WKH�
¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�PLJUDQW�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�RIIVKRUH�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�RI�WZR�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ�
WKH���th��EXW�SDVVDJH�ZDV�WKH�OLJKWHVW�IRU�DW�OHDVW����\HDUV��7KH�PD[LPXP�DW�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�VWDJLQJ�
SRVW�DW�5\H�+EU�ZDV�MXVW����RQ����$SU�DQG�WKH�SHDN�FRXQW�DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�ZDV����RQ���0D\��,QODQG�
UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�WZR�ELUGV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����$SU��IRXU�RQ����$SU�DQG�¿YH�DW�$PEHUOH\�
:LOG�%URRNV�RQ���0D\��ZKLFK�ZHUH�SUREDEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUGV��DQG�RQH�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����$SU��
7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�HYLGHQFH�RI�RYHUODQG�SDVVDJH�ZDV�RQH�À\LQJ�1:�DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���0D\��7KH�
totals recorded at the main seawatching sites are shown below.

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ dŽƚĂů
WĞĂŬ�

ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ
,ƌƐ�ǁĂƚĐŚĞĚ�
ƉĞĂŬ�ĚĂǇƐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E - 66 55 - - - 121

24 28 Apr 13½
W - 8 7 1 7 1 24

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�
E 5 51 80 - 1 - 137

33 3 May 3
W - 4 11 1 6 1 23

dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ
E 2 7 9 - - - 18

3
30 Apr
7 May

1.5
W - - - - - - -

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E 2 68 87 - - - 157

44 7 May 14
W - 2 - - - - 2

�ĞĂĐŚǇ�,ĞĂĚ
E 1 33 43 - - - 77

20 7 May 8
W - - 1 - 1 - 2
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7KH�ORZ�QXPEHUV�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�-XQH��ZLWK�RQO\�HLJKW�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�WKDW�PRQWK���
7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�ZDV�RQ���-XO��DQG�QXPEHUV� WKHUH�EXLOW�XS�WR�D�SHDN�RI�
���RQ�WKH���st��WKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV�HOVHZKHUH��,Q�YLHZ�RI�WKH�ORZ�QXPEHUV�����
À\LQJ�ZHVW�DW�1HZKDYHQ�7LGHPLOOV�RQ���6HS�ZDV�QRWDEOH��DQG�IXUWKHU�LQODQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����$XJ�DQG�RQH�DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�RQ����6HS�

7ZR�ELUGV�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�XQWLO���2FW�DQG�WKUHH�DW�%RVKDP�RQ�WKH���th were likely to be late 
PLJUDQWV��OHDYLQJ�ZLQWHU�UHFRUGV�RI�RQH�DW�)LVKERXUQH�&UHHN�IURP���WR����'HF��RQ�ZKLFK�GDWH�
WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�WZR�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�DQG�RQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��>&-5%@

Curlew Numenius arquata

Common passage migrant and winter visitor; formerly a very scarce breeder. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�-DQXDU\�FRXQW\�WRWDO�ZDV�DERXW�D�WKLUG�RI�LWV�XVXDO�OHYHO��DQG�WKH�RQO\�FRXQWV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�
:H%6�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����
)HE��)URP�PLG�)HEUXDU\�D�IHZ�ELUGV�WXUQHG�XS�DW�LQODQG�VLWHV�DV�WKH\�EHJDQ�PRYLQJ�QRUWK��ZLWK��
RQH�WR�WKUHH�DW�%HZO�:DWHU��+HQ¿HOG�/HYHOV��/HZHV�%URRNV�DQG�:HLU�:RRG�5HV��¿YH�DW�+D\ZDUGV�
+HDWK�RQ����$SU�DQG�XS�WR�IRXU�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��7KH�1HZKDYHQ�7LGH�0LOOV�ÀRFN�SHDNHG�
DW����RQ����)HE�

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 813 1115 1373 401 81 144 1445 1803 1273 1153 1834 1847
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 546 712 1008 196 57 74 1209 1557 732 751 1226 936
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 120 273 123 175 16 48 221 171 402 - 283 270
EĞǁŚĂǀĞŶ nc 66 nc nc - - - - - 27 - 17
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 142 16 213 14 8 21 15 53 110 347 319 587

Offshore passage was as light as usual, with many of the movements probably local rather than 
PLJUDWRU\��(YLGHQFH�RI�RYHUODQG�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�VKRZQ�E\����PRYLQJ�KLJK�1(�DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�RQ�
��$SU�DQG����IHHGLQJ�ZLWK�%DU�WDLOHG�*RGZLWV�RQ�WKH�'RZQV�QHDU�/HZHV�RQ���0D\�ZKLFK�DOVR�
departed NE.  

&XUOHZV�GR�QRW�XVXDOO\�DUULYH�EDFN�LQ�DQ\�QXPEHUV�XQWLO�ODWH�-XQH��EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOUHDG\����DW�
Pilsey Island on the 3rd��6HYHQ�ÀHZ�KLJK�:6:�RYHU�0RXQW¿HOG�RQ����-XO��DQG�VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�
noted at Arlington Res, Ashdown Forest and Cissbury Ring during the autumn, with one or two 
DOVR�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��$�FRXQW�RI�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����-XO�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�H[FHHGLQJ�
WKH�:H%6�FRXQW�WKHUH�WKDW�PRQWK�DQG�WKH�$XJXVW�FRXQW�RI������DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�
RQH�WKLV�\HDU�WR�EUHDN�WKH����WKUHVKROG�RI������IRU�D�VLWH�RI�QDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH�

7KH�RQO\�FRXQWV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�:H%6�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����'HF�DQG�
���DW�1HZKDYHQ�RQ����2FW�

Presumably the same bird described as either albino or leucistic seen in Pagham Hbr over the 
SDVW�IRXU�\HDUV�ZDV�DJDLQ�UHSRUWHG�WKHUH�RQ����)HE�DQG�EHWZHHQ����-XO�DQG����1RY��>&-5%@
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Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus

Very rare vagrant.

2QH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�$GXU�(VWXDU\�RQ����-XO�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�%ULWDLQ�LQ�������&&��
%'-��3-���7KLV� LV� WKH�¿IWK� FRXQW\� UHFRUG�ZLWK� WKH� ODVW� EHLQJ�D�ELUG�ZKLFK� IUHTXHQWHG� WKH�5\H�
DUHD�IURP����0D\�WR���-XQ�������3UHYLRXV�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�0D\�����DQG�-XQH������7KH�¿UVW�
6XVVH[�UHFRUG��DW�7KH�0LGULSV�RQ����0D\�������ZDV�DOVR�WKH�¿UVW�IRU�%ULWDLQ��7KH�UHFRUG�KDV�EHHQ�
DFFHSWHG�E\�%%5&��>'++@

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

)DLUO\�FRPPRQ�SDVVDJH�PLJUDQW��YHU\�VFDUFH�LQ�ZLQWHU��+DV�EUHG�DW�OHDVW�RQFH��$PEHU�
listed species of medium conservation concern.

%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV��7KH�:H%6�
counts for the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total - 3 - 1 2 3 50 64 14 2 3 2
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ - 2 - 1 2 - 3 7 - 1 - -
�ƌƵŶ�; �̂ŽĨ��ƌƵŶĚĞůͿ - - - - - - 3 5 3 - 1 -
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ - - - - - - 3 3 1 - - -
KƵƐĞ�sĂůůĞǇ - 1 - - - nc - 3 2 - - 2
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐ - - - - - - 10 12 1 - 2 -
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ - - - nc nc nc nc nc - 1 - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - - - - - 16 19 7 - -

%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�HYHU\�PRQWK�RI�WKH�\HDU��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�
were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
8 8 4 25 41 11 127 151 57 13 7 8

7KHVH� ¿JXUHV� VKRXOG� EH� WUHDWHG�ZLWK� FDXWLRQ� GXH� WR� SRVVLEOH� GXSOLFDWLRQ� DQG� GLI¿FXOW\� LQ�
HVWLPDWLQJ�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�VWD\�RI�HDUOLHU�ELUGV�DQG�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�RWKHUV��&RXQWV�GXULQJ�-DQXDU\�
included single birds at Lewes Brooks on the 2nd�DQG�QHDUE\�6RXWKHDVH�RQ�WKH��th�DQG���st, two at 
WKH�UHJXODU�VLWH�DORQJ�WKH�5�$GXU�DW�8SSHU�%HHGLQJ�RQ�WKH��th�DQG��th�DQG�DJDLQ�RQ����)HE�DQG���
0DU��DQG�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ�WKH���th and Littlehampton Marina and Pett Level on the 
��th��%LUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�WKUHH�RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��QHDU�$UXQGHO�RQ���)HE��
DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th. 

,Q�VSULQJ�� UHFRUGV� LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\� IURP����0DU��ZKHQ�RQH�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ�3DJKDP�
+EU��EXW�PRVWO\�MXVW�RQHV�RU�WZRV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�VLWHV�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[��,Q�(DVW�6XVVH[�RQH�ZDV�DW�
$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ���DQG����$SU��DQG�RWKHU�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�RQH�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ�WKH���st and Rye 
+EU�RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�IURP���$SU�WR����0D\�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�DQ�DOPRVW�GDLO\�
EDVLV��PDLQO\�DV�RQHV�RU�WZRV�ZLWK�WKH�RFFDVLRQDO�WKUHH�RU�IRXU��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV����RQ�WKH�
/RZHU�$GXU�RQ���0D\�
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There was no clear delineation between spring and autumn birds with records of one or 
WZR�ELUGV�IURP�VHYHQ� ORFDWLRQV�GXULQJ�-XQH��EXW�ELUGV�ZHUH�PRUH�ZLGHO\�UHFRUGHG�IURP���-XO���
1XPEHUV�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�ORZ�LQWR�VXPPHU�EXW�ZLWK�VRPH�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQV�DW�WKUHH�VLWHV��WHQ�
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����-XO�DQG����$XJ��HLJKW�DW�'DUZHOO�5HV�RQ�WKH����-XO��DQG����
RQ�WKH�/RZHU�$GXU�RQ�WKH���th��(LJKWHHQ�ZHUH�DOVR�DW�WKLV�VLWH�RQ���$XJ��DQG�WHQ�RQ���6HS�

1XPEHUV�GHFUHDVHG�QRWLFHDEO\�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�ZLWK�MXVW�RQH�WR�WKUHH�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�DW�VHYHUDO�
VLWHV��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[�ZDV�VL[�DW�(DVW�*XOGHIRUG�/HYHO�RQ����6HS�

In the second winter period numbers continued at typically low levels with mainly one or two 
LQGLYLGXDOV�VHHQ�LQ�YDULRXV�ORFDWLRQV��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�EHLQJ�WKUHH�RQ�WKH�/RZHU�$GXU�RQ����1RY�
WKURXJK�WR����'HF��>:(&@�

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Scarce spring and autumn passage migrant, more frequent in autumn; scarce in winter.  

Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

The monthly WeBS counts were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 5 5 6 9 - 5 15 49 15 4 5 7
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1 - - - - - - 3 - - - -
DĞĚŵĞƌƌǇ 1 1 - 1 - - nc 7 5 - 3 2
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 1 - - - - - 4 4 - - - -
�ƌƵŶ�sĂůůĞǇ - - 1 1 - 2 9 13 4 - - 1
tĞŝƌ�tŽŽĚ�ZĞƐ 1 2 3 2 - - - - 1 - - -
�ĂƌĐŽŵďĞ�ZĞƐ 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - 1
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ - - - - - nc nc nc - - 1 -
tĂĚŚƵƌƐƚ�WĂƌŬ - - 1 - nc nc nc nc nc - - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - - 2 - 2 2 21 4 1 - -

7KH����QDWLRQDO�WKUHVKROG�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LV�QLQH�ELUGV��WKLV�OLPLW�ZDV�HTXDOOHG�LQ�WKH�$UXQ�
9DOOH\� LQ� -XO\� DQG� H[FHHGHG� WKHUH� DQG� DW� 5\H� %D\� LQ�$XJXVW� PDNLQJ� WKHVH� VLWHV� RI� QDWLRQDO�
importance for Green Sandpipers.

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 22 16 18 18 2 14 52 90 37 24 13 18
ϭϬͲǇĞĂƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ 18 13 15 21 3 20 65 90 43 21 17 17

)URP�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�XQWLO�-XQH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�RI�RQH�WR�WKUHH�ELUGV���
1RWDEO\�D�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�WKH�QHZO\�FUHDWHG�PHDQGHUV�DW�:RRGV�0LOO�RQ���-DQ�

7KH�VWDUW�RI�UHWXUQ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�PDUNHG�E\�DQ�HDUO\�LQGLYLGXDO�VHHQ�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�RQ���-XQ�DQG�
another at Rye Hbr on the 2nd. The pattern for sightings in autumn and the second winter period 
followed the norm for small groups but these were generally larger than those seen earlier in the 
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\HDU��6L[�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����-XO�DQG�¿YH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ� WKH���th. In 
$XJXVW��HLJKW�ZHUH�DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�1RUWKLDP�RQ�WKH���th�����ZHUH�DW�5\H�+EU�
RQ�WKH���th��DQG�QLQH�ZHUH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th�EXW�WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�ZDV����DW�3HWW�
/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�ZDV�QLQH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH��th��¿YH�ZHUH�VHHQ�
DW�WZR�RWKHU�VLWHV�LQ�WKH�PRQWK�DQG�DQRWKHU�¿YH�DW�/LGVH\�RQ����2FW��RWKHUZLVH�QXPEHUV�LQ�WKH�
DXWXPQ�ZHUH�XQUHPDUNDEOH�DQG�XVXDOO\�RQH�WR�WKUHH��>5-(@ 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\� WRWDOV�� LQFOXGLQJ�:H%6�DQG�DOO� RWKHU� UHFRUGV��ZHUH�DV�
follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
11 8 11 7 8 1 8 12 6 4 11 12

 
$V�LV�XVXDOO\�WKH�FDVH��LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��PRVW�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�DUHDV��ZKHUH�

there were up to three at both Thorney Island and Fishbourne Channel. Elsewhere, there were two 
DW�3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�RQH��SRVVLEO\�WZR��DW�5\H�+EU�WR����0DU��2QH�DW�&DPEHU�RQ����0DU�PLJKW�
have been an early migrant, the evidence for which is supported by further early spring birds in 
&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RQ���DQG���$SU�ZKHUH�DW�OHDVW�WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�DV�RQH�ZDV�PRXOWLQJ�LQWR�
EUHHGLQJ�SOXPDJH��7KH�QH[W�PLJUDQW�� LQ�EUHHGLQJ�SOXPDJH��ZDV�DW�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO�RQ� WKH�
��th and there were at least three different birds at Pagham Hbr during the latter part of April. At 
OHDVW�HLJKW�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�0D\��DW�3DJKDP�+EU�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�RQ�WKH���th, and the last 
spring migrants were noted at Pevensey Levels, Pett Level and Rye Hbr, making it a good spring 
for this species and comparable to last year. 

7KHUH�ZDV�MXVW�RQH�-XQH�UHFRUG��DQ�HDUO\�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th. Interestingly, 
WKLV�LV�MXVW�RQH�GD\�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH�¿UVW�DXWXPQ�ELUG�ODVW�\HDU�ZKLFK�ZDV�DOVR�DW�WKLV�VLWH��7KH�QH[W��
ZDV�DOVR�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���-XO��IROORZHG�E\�RQH�DW�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\�WKH�QH[W�GD\��DQG�RQH�DW�5\H�
+EU�RQ�WKH��th��2WKHU�-XO\�UHFRUGV�LQYROYHG�RQH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��WZR��SRVVLEO\�WKUHH��DW�
3DJKDP�+EU�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\��DQG�WZR�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW�ZHHN�RI�WKH�PRQWK���

$V�XVXDO��WKH�PDLQ�DXWXPQ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�LQ�$XJXVW�LQYROYLQJ�DW�OHDVW����ELUGV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�
ZKLFK�OLQJHUHG�IURP�-XO\�DW�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\��VWD\LQJ�XQWLO�WKH��th. Of these, most were at the usual 
FRDVWDO�ORFDWLRQV�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�WKUHH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th, but there was one at Felpham 
RQ�WKH���st�DQG�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�LQODQG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��-XVW�VL[�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��WZR�
at Pagham Hbr early in the month followed by two more there and two at Chidham (Chichester 
+EU��DW�WKH�PRQWK¶V�HQG��1XPEHUV�GURSSHG�RII�LQ�2FWREHU��ZLWK�IRXU�LQ�WRWDO��WZR�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��
one at Rye Hbr and one at Fishbourne Channel.

1XPEHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�XS�RQ�ODVW�\HDU��,Q�1RYHPEHU�DW�
OHDVW����ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�LQFOXGLQJ��UHPDUNDEO\��DW�OHDVW�IRXU�DW�ERWK�3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�:HVW�:LWWHULQJ�
�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU���,Q�'HFHPEHU�VLPLODU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�VHHQ��DJDLQ��WKH�PDMRULW\�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�
LQFOXGLQJ�PD[LPD�RI�WKUHH�HDFK�DW�:HVW�:LWWHULQJ�DQG�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO�DQG�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�
5\H�+EU��8QXVXDOO\��DIWHU�1RYHPEHU¶V�VKRZLQJ��QRQH�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�3DJKDP�+EU�GXULQJ�
'HFHPEHU��>-&@
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Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Fairly common passage migrant; very scarce in winter.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal locations were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 20 30 17 15 19 - 68 110 39 42 9 11
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 20 30 17 15 16 - 64 97 33 40 9 11
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ - - - - - - - 1 3 - - -
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ - - - - - - 4 2 2 2 - -

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��
ZLWK�D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI����WKHUH�RQ����)HE��$OVR�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�DW�%LUGKDP�RQ����
Feb and ones and twos elsewhere but otherwise the only records during this period were of single 
ELUGV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����)HE�DQG�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���rd. 

1XPEHUV� DW� 7KRUQH\� 'HHSV� UHPDLQHG� LQ� GRXEOH� ¿JXUHV� WKURXJK� WR� HDUO\� 0D\�� PDNLQJ� LW�
GLI¿FXOW� WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHQ�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�VWDUWHG��(OVHZKHUH�� LW� VHHPV� OLNHO\� WKDW�RQH�DW�5\H�
+EU�RQ����0DU�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�VSULQJ�PLJUDQW��6L[�DW�(PVZRUWK��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����0DU�ZHUH�
SUREDEO\�PLJUDQWV��DV�ZDV�RQH�DW�'UD\WRQ�*3�RQ����0DU��%LUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�UHJXODUO\�GXULQJ�$SULO�
DQG�0D\�DW�YDULRXV�FRDVWDO�VLWHV��ZLWK�D�KLJK�FRXQW�RI����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����0D\��DQG����DW�
Thorney Deeps on a couple of dates. 

Inland, small numbers were recorded at Pulborough Brooks on several dates in April with a 
PD[LPXP�RI�HLJKW�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th when there were three at Pevensey Levels. There was also 
RQH�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ�WKH���th��,Q�0D\��WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�RQ�D�ÀRRGHG�¿HOG�DW�6DOHKXUVW�RQ�WKH�
�th��,W�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�LQÀX[�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�$SULO��DQG�DQRWKHU�RQH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�0D\��
with smaller numbers trickling through in between these dates. The last spring migrant was noted 
RQ���-XQ�DW�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\�

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����-XQ�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�IROORZHG�E\�RQH�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�
WKH� IROORZLQJ�GD\�� DQG� D�PLQL�LQÀX[�RI� HLJKW� DW� WKH� VDPH� VLWH� RQ��� -XO��%LUGV�ZHUH� WKHQ� VHHQ�
regularly through the autumn at the usual coastal and inland sites. At most locations numbers 
ZHUH�LQ�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV�EXW��DV�XVXDO��QXPEHUV�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�EXLOW� LPSUHVVLYHO\�WKURXJK�WKH�
DXWXPQ�ZLWK�HLJKW�QRWHG�RQ���-XO�ULVLQJ�WR�QR�OHVV�WKDQ����E\����-XO�����E\���$XJ�DQG����E\����
$XJ��EHIRUH�GURSSLQJ�VKDUSO\�WR����RQ����6HS��EXW�ZLWK����WKHUH�RQ���2FW���(OVHZKHUH��WKH�KLJKHVW�
DXWXPQ�FRXQWV�ZHUH�QLQH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����$XJ�DQG�HLJKW�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����$XJ��$ZD\�IURP�
7KRUQH\�,VODQG��DXWXPQ�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�UDWKHU�ORZ�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�SDUWLFXODUO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQODQG�
counts.

'XULQJ� WKH� VHFRQG�ZLQWHU� SHULRG�� QXPEHUV� YDULHG� DW� 7KRUQH\�'HHSV�� IURP� ��� RQ� ���2FW��
WKURXJK����RQ����1RY��WR����RQ����1RY��EHIRUH�GURSSLQJ�DJDLQ�WR����RQ����'HF��6PDOOHU�QXPEHUV�
were seen elsewhere in Chichester Hbr and at scattered other localities, with a high count of eight 
DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���'HF��>-&@
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Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

Very scarce spring and autumn migrant; recorded once in winter. Amber listed species 

of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ��7KH�¿UVW�VSULQJ�PLJUDQW�ZDV�
VHHQ�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����0D\�����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��IROORZHG�E\�
DQRWKHU�DW�/HZHV�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th��2QH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG��DW�/LGVH\�5LIH��%DUQKDP��RQ����-XQ�

DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ
2 1 5 18 3

7ZR�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-XO�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQWV��RQH�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�VWD\HG�WR�
DW�OHDVW�WKH���th��7KHVH�ZHUH�IROORZHG�E\�WZR�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th and one at Bewl Water on the 
��th. During August there was a surge of numbers, but mainly at Pulborough Brooks, Pett Level 
DQG�5\H�+EU�ZKHUH�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RQH��IRXU��RQ�WKH���th��DQG�¿YH��RQ�WKH���th����th and 
��th��UHVSHFWLYHO\��WKH�RQO\�ELUGV�HOVHZKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ�WKH���th. Only three 
ELUGV��DOO�VLQJOHV��ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�WKH���th�DQG��¿QDOO\��DW�
1RUWKLDP�IURP�WKH���th�WR�WKH���th��WKH�ODVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU��>5-(@

Common Redshank Tringa totanus

Scarce resident and fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS counts at the principal locations were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 2091 1654 1546 483 89 68 724 1426 2202 1392 1537 1810
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 1844 1255 1176 237 38 24 660 1202 1788 887 1053 1348
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 75 196 138 82 5 2 46 145 208 226 167 167
>ŽǁĞƌ��ĚƵƌ��ƐƚƵĂƌǇ 61 55 nc nc nc nc nc nc 47 73 76 75
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 79 71 188 140 30 30 14 48 117 151 149 165

$V� XVXDO�� WKH� KLJKHVW� FRXQWV� E\� IDU�ZHUH� LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��ZKHUH� QXPEHUV� H[FHHGHG� WKH�
���QDWLRQDO�WKUHVKROG�RI������LQ�-DQXDU\��)HEUXDU\��$XJXVW��6HSWHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU��FOHDUO\�
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKDW� WKLV� VLWH� FRQWLQXHV� WR� KROG� QDWLRQDOO\� VLJQL¿FDQW� QXPEHUV� RI� WKLV� VSHFLHV����
6LJQL¿FDQW� FRXQWV� DGGLWLRQDO� WR� WKH�:H%6� FRXQWV� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� TXDUWHU� RI� WKH� \HDU�ZHUH� ���� LQ�
3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����-DQ������WKHUH�RQ���0DU��DQG����DW�5\H�+EU��DOVR�RQ����0DU�

Spring passage was again unremarkable and best indicated by the departure of wintering birds 
from the main sites, which can be gauged from the WeBS table above. Very few were seen at 
WKH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV��ZLWK�WZR�HDVW�SDVW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ����$SU�EHLQJ�WKH�RQO\�FRXQW�
received.

Breeding appeared to be less successful than last year and breeding attempts were not recorded 
IURP�VHYHUDO�WUDGLWLRQDO�VLWHV�WKLV�\HDU�EXW�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�IRXU�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�
LQ�D�IXUWKHU�¿YH��$W�5\H�+EU�DERXW����SDLUV�QHVWHG��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK����ODVW�\HDU��DQG�EUHHGLQJ�
success was described as low. At Chichester Hbr there were nine pairs at Thorney Deeps (one 
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more than last year) and three pairs at Pilsey Island. Elsewhere there were four pairs at Medmerry, 
at least one of which raised two young, single pairs at Pagham Hbr and Sidlesham Ferry (raising 
three and one young respectively), and a single pair nested at The Midrips.

7KH�¿UVW�QRQ�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV�VWDUWHG�UHWXUQLQJ�LQ� ODWH�-XQH��ZLWK�QXPEHUV�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�
EXLOGLQJ�WR�����RQ���-XO������E\�WKH���th�DQG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�DXWXPQ�SHDN�RI������RQ����DQG����
$XJ��)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�DXWXPQ�SHDN��QXPEHUV�DW�7KRUQH\�IHOO�EDFN�VOLJKWO\��DV�XVXDO��WR�����DW�WKH�
HQG�RI�6HSWHPEHU��EXW�LQFUHDVHG�DJDLQ�WR������RQ����1RY��2WKHU�QRWDEOH�DXWXPQ�ZLQWHU�FRXQWV�
�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�:H%6�WDEOH�DERYH��LQFOXGHG����DW�WKH�2XVH�(VWXDU\�3URMHFW��1HZKDYHQ��RQ����
1RY�����DW�1HZKDYHQ�7LGH�0LOOV�RQ���'HF��DQG�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����'HF��>-&@

Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce non-breeder in summer.  

Rare away from coast. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW�EXW�SUHGRPLQDWHO\�LQ�WKH�ZHVW��7KH�PRQWKO\�
WeBS counts at the principal sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 631 598 921 153 108 3 147 233 377 328 360 723
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ 261 103 263 - 49 - 47 37 182 68 82 156
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 163 237 325 29 22 1 65 140 43 147 105 253
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ 96 165 308 123 32 2 20 43 51 11 130 195
�ƌƵŶ�; �̂ŽĨ��ƌƵŶĚĞůͿ - 22 - - - - - - - - 4 85
'ŽƌŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ nc 3 - - - nc nc nc 30 10 2 5
>ŽǁĞƌ��ĚƵƌ�sĂůůĞǇ 67 - nc nc nc nc nc nc 58 33 4 28
'ůǇŶĞ�'ĂƉ 37 55 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 12 nc
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ 7 13 25 1 5 - 10 13 13 59 21 1

7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKRVH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�DERYH�WDEOH�ZHUH�
����DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ����-DQ������DW�%XOYHUK\WKH��6W�/HRQDUGV��RQ�WKH����)HE�DQG�����WKHUH�RQ�
���0DU��WKLV�LV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�D�UHFRUG�VL]HG�ÀRFN�DW�WKLV�ORFDWLRQ��7KH�:H%6�FRXQWV�LQ�ERWK�ZLQWHU�
SHULRGV�VKRZ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�QXPEHUV�IURP������

&RDVWDO�REVHUYHG�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�IRU�DOO�ZDGLQJ�ELUGV�ZDV�SRRU�LQ������DQG�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�QR�
H[FHSWLRQ��DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�GHWDLOHG�FRXQWV�IURP�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VHDZDWFK�ORFDWLRQV�VXJJHVW�D�WRWDO�
RI�����ZHUH�VHHQ�ZLWK�D�FOHDU�SHDN�RI����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU�

Numbers reduced considerably during the spring and early summer period being at their 
ORZHVW�GXULQJ� -XQH�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�3LOVH\� ,VODQG�RQ���� -XQH��'XULQJ�$XJXVW�
QXPEHUV�VWHDGLO\�LQFUHDVHG�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�VL]HDEOH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����$XJ�DQG��
���DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���6HS��$W�5\H�+EU��WKHUH�ZHUH����RQ����6HS�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����2FW��

,Q��WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKHUH�ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�DQG�VHYHQ�LQ�WKUHH�¿JXUHV��WKRVH�
QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�RI�:H%6�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�WKH�PRXWK�RI�WKH�5�$UXQ�DW�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�RQ�
��'HF������DW�6W��/HRQDUGV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���st. Elsewhere the highest 
FRXQW�DW�:LGHZDWHU��/DQFLQJ��ZDV����RQ����1RY�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����1RY��7KHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�
WZR�LQODQG�UHFRUGV��D�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����0D\�DQG�¿YH�ZHUH�DW�'DUZHOO�
5HV�RQ����-XO��>:(&@
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Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius

Very scarce autumn and rare winter visitor; usually occurs after gales.

7KHUH�ZDV� MXVW�RQH� UHFRUG��DQ�DGXOW�ZDV�ZDWFKHG� IRU�DQ�KRXU� MXVW�RIIVKRUH�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�
�6HDIRUG�� RQ� ��� -DQ� �0-&��6):���7KLV� VLQJOH� VLJKWLQJ� UDLVHV� WKH� WRWDO� IRU� WKLV� FHQWXU\� WR� ������
7KLV�VSHFLHV�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�DQ�DXWXPQ�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�YDJUDQW��PRQWKO\�DUULYDOV�RI�VRPH�����ELUGV�
UHFRUGHG�VLQFH������KDYH�EHHQ�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ dŽƚĂů
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 24 2 - 2 1 92 142 99 16 378

6RPH�����DUULYH�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�WR�1RYHPEHU��RIWHQ�IROORZLQJ�ZHVWHUO\�VWRUPV��7KH�HDUOLHVW�
UHFRUGHG�DUULYDO�ZDV����$XJ������DQG� WKH� ODWHVW� VLJKWLQJ�ZDV����$SU�������ERWK� LQ�5\H�%D\���
>-$+@

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus

Passage migrant in variable numbers in spring, but very scarce in autumn; rare in 

winter.

,W�ZDV�D�SRRU�\HDU�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�VSULQJ�WRWDO�RI�RQO\����ELUGV�ZKLFK�LV�XQGHU�
KDOI�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI�����DQG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH������WRWDO�RI�����

7KH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�IRU�WKH�HDVWZDUG�SDVVDJH�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�
the table below. 

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ dŽƚĂů WĞĂŬ
DŽŶƚŚůǇ�ŵŝŶŝŵĂ 38 32 5 75
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 26 17 3 47 19 on 30 Apr
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 8 - - 8 5 on 30 Apr
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 3 5 - 8 2 on 10 May
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ�;^ĞĂĨŽƌĚͿ 38 13 2 53 19 on 30 Apr
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 9 16 2 27 7 on 30 Apr

$Q�LPPDWXUH�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�À\LQJ�HDVW�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���-DQ�ZLWK�SUHVXPDEO\�WKH�VDPH�
bird seen moving east off Birling Gap later that same day. What was also assumed to be the same 
LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�VHHQ�PRYLQJ�ZHVW�SDVW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����-DQ�

7KH�¿UVW�VSULQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�QRW�VHHQ�XQWLO����$SU�ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH���(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW����(�SDVW�
Worthing and single birds passing Selsey Bill and Birling Gap. The peak movements occurred 
RQ�WKH�ODVW�WZR�GD\V�RI�$SULO�ZLWK���(�SDVW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����(�DW�ERWK�6HOVH\�%LOO�
DQG�6SODVK�3RLQW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��$�VHFRQG��HYHQ�VPDOOHU��SHDN�RFFXUUHG�RQ���0D\�ZLWK���(�
DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�DQG���(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS��7KH�ODVW�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI���(�DW�
6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����-XQ�

7KH�RQO\�DXWXPQ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI���:�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���2FW��$Q�XQXVXDO�UHFRUG��ERWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�
GDWH�DQG�ORFDWLRQ��ZDV�RI�DQ�LPPDWXUH�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����-XO��>'++@
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Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus

Fairly common spring and scarce autumn passage migrant; very scarce in summer and 

rare in winter. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

In line with previous reports, the totals of birds shown in the tables were compiled on the 
assumption that the highest number of birds recorded at any coastal site on any day was the 
PLQLPXP�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�RQ�WKDW�GDWH�DQG�WKDW�ELUGV�VHHQ�RQ�VXEVHTXHQW�GDWHV�ZHUH�GLIIHUHQW��2QO\�
WKRVH�ELUGV�IRU�ZKLFK�D�ÀLJKW�GLUHFWLRQ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�WDEOHV�

�����ZDV�D�JRRG�\HDU�IRU�UHFRUGV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZLWK�WKH�DQQXDO�WRWDO�RI�����EHLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�
VLQFH������DQG�DERYH�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI������([FHSWLRQDO�PRYHPHQWV�RI�$UFWLF�6NXDV�DORQJ�
WKH�VRXWKHDVW�FRDVW�GXULQJ�$SULO�UHVXOWHG�LQ�UHFRUG�QXPEHUV�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�QRW�RQO\�LQ�6XVVH[�
EXW�DOVR�LQ�+DPSVKLUH�DQG�.HQW��British Birds 105�����������7KH�VSULQJ�WRWDO�RI�����H[FHHGHG�
WKH�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUG�RI�����LQ�������6LPLODUO\��WKH�WRWDO�RI�����UHFRUGHG�RQ����$SU�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�
H[FHHGHG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUG�RQH�GD\�WRWDO�RI����LQ�$SU�������WKH�GDWH����$SU������ZDV�DOVR�
notable for the record numbers of Great Skuas recorded).

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�IRU�ZKLFK�D�ÀLJKW�GLUHFWLRQ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�
table below.

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 1 - 4 409 45 14 7 36 12 2 3 1
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĚĂǇƐ 1 - 4 21 18 9 3 11 7 2 3 1
WĞĂŬ�ŶŽ͘ 1 - 1 153 12 3 3 18 4 1 1 1
WĞĂŬ�ĚĂǇ 15th - 16th 25th 7th 5th 13th 27th 1st 12th 4th 14th

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�GXULQJ�-DQXDU\�ZDV�RI���(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th with what was assumed 
to be the same bird moving east off Telscombe Cliffs and Birling Gap later that same day. 
There were no records in February and the four recorded in March were all single birds seen at 
7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ�WKH���th����th�DQG���WK��DQG�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��DQG�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH�
��st��6SULQJ�SDVVDJH�VWDUWHG�VORZO\�DOWKRXJK����(�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����$SU��,W�ZDV�
not until the last ten days of April that large numbers were recorded with the peak occurring on 
WKH���th�DQG���th��2Q����$SU�WKHUH�ZHUH����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�����(�DW�:RUWKLQJ�����(�DW�7HOVFRPEH�
&OLIIV�����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�DQG�����(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS��/DUJH�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�PRYLQJ�
HDVW�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW������DQG�%LUOLQJ�*DS������RQ����$SU��7KH�PRQWK�HQGHG�ZLWK����(�RII�6HOVH\�
%LOO�RQ����$SU��)LJXUHV�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�������$SU�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ����

�Ɖƌŝů
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 24 7 32 6 8 7 9 50
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 21 1 42 7 - - 5 8
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 16 - 21 5 - 1 2 1
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 81 1 98 77 13 - 8 30
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 14 - 153 48 17 - 1 24

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�GURSSHG�LQ�0D\�ZLWK�SHDN�FRXQWV�RI����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH�
�st�DQG����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�WKH��th��)URP�PLG�0D\�XQWLO�ODWH�$XJXVW�RQO\�ORZ�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�
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UHFRUGHG�DQG�WKH�RQO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�DXWXPQ�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�RI����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$XJ��,Q�
6HSWHPEHU��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RI���(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��st and 3 E at Splash Point on the 
��th. The two records in October both referred to single birds as did the three November records. 
7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI���:�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����'HF��7KH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�RI�SDVVDJH�
birds at four sites are shown below. 

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ
E W E W E W E W

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 162 4 39 1 8 20 6 2
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 87 - 3 1 1 9 2 1
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 360 - 23 - 3 - 4 -
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 268 1 25 - - - 1 -

There were fewer records than normal of birds lingering offshore during the year with four in 
5\H�%D\�RQ����$XJ�DQG�WKUHH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�DUHD�RQ����6HS�EHLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHUV�QRWHG��7KH�
RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�RSHQ�VHD�ZDV�RI�WZR�À\LQJ�HDVW�RYHU�.LQJOH\�9DOH�RQ�
���$SU��>'++@

Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus

Rare vagrant.

)ROORZLQJ�D�EODQN�\HDU�LQ������WKH�VLQJOH�UHFRUG�WKLV�\HDU�ZDV�RI�DQ�LPPDWXUH�PRYLQJ�HDVW�
SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����$XJ��',6���7KLV�EULQJV�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�UHFRUGV�IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\�WR�¿IWHHQ���
>'++@

Great Skua Stercorarius skua

Scarce spring and autumn passage migrant; very scarce but increasing in winter. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern.

([FHSWLRQDO�PRYHPHQWV� RI�*UHDW� 6NXDV� DORQJ� WKH� VRXWKHDVW� FRDVW� GXULQJ�$SULO� UHVXOWHG� LQ�
UHFRUG�QXPEHUV�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG��QRW�RQO\�LQ�6XVVH[�EXW�DOVR�LQ�+DPSVKLUH�DQG�.HQW��British Birds 

105�����������7KLV� OHG� WR�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�PLQLPXP�DQQXDO� WRWDO�RI�����ZKLFK� LV�RYHU� WZLFH� WKH�
SUHYLRXV�UHFRUG�RI�����LQ������DQG�UDLVHG�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�IURP�����WR������7KH�PLQLPXP�
monthly totals of passage birds are shown below and have been compiled using the same method 
DV�IRU�$UFWLF�6NXDV��7KH�¿JXUHV�LQFOXGH�RQO\�WKRVH�UHFRUGV�IRU�ZKLFK�D�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WUDYHO�ZDV�
given and do not include records of birds lingering offshore.       

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
DŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 9 4 8 533 30 7 2 2 3 1 5 8
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĚĂǇƐ 8 4 8 21 15 3 2 2 3 1 4 2
WĞĂŬ�ŶŽ͘ 2 1 1 155 11 5 1 1 1 1 2 7
�ĂƚĞ 30th 9th 16th 25th 7th 8th 13th 27th 24th 25th 4th 29th
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5HFRUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�ODUJHO\�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DQG�DOVR�PDLQO\�RI�ELUGV�
PRYLQJ�ZHVW� VXJJHVWLQJ� WKDW� WKH\�KDG�ZLQWHUHG� LQ� WKH�&KDQQHO��7KH�¿UVW� HYLGHQFH�RI� HDVWHUO\�
VSULQJ� SDVVDJH� RFFXUUHG� RQ� ��$SU�ZLWK� ��(� DW� 6HOVH\�%LOO� DQG� ��(� DW� 6SODVK� 3RLQW� �6HDIRUG��
IROORZHG�E\����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�WKH�QH[W�GD\��1XPEHUV�ZHUH�WKHQ�ORZ�XQWLO����$SU�ZKHQ�D�UHFRUG�
����PRYHG�HDVW�SDVW�6SODVK�3RLQW��7KLV�¿JXUH�H[FHHGHG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FRXQW\�UHFRUG�RI����(�DW�
%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ����2FW������EXW�LW�ZDV�D�UHFRUG�WKDW�ZRXOG�RQO\�ODVW�IRU�VHYHQ�GD\V�DQG�JDYH�QR�
LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�WR�IROORZ��%HWZHHQ����DQG����$SU��SDVVDJH�ZDV�XQH[FHSWLRQDO�DOWKRXJK�
WKHUH�ZDV�D�PLQRU�SHDN�RQ����$SU�ZLWK����(�DW�:RUWKLQJ�����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�DQG����(�DW�%LUOLQJ�
Gap. 

7KH�GDWH����$SU�ZDV�WKH�GD\�ZKLFK�ZLOO�ORQJ�EH�UHPHPEHUHG�E\�REVHUYHUV�ZKR�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�
PDVV�HDVWHUO\�PRYHPHQW�LQYROYLQJ����DW�6HOVH\�%LOO������DW�:RUWKLQJ������DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��D�QHZ�
FRXQW\�UHFRUG��DQG�����DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS��7KH�SDWWHUQ�RI�UHFRUGV�LQ�+DPSVKLUH��6XVVH[�DQG�.HQW�
suggests that half of the birds involved in this movement passed to the south of the Isle of Wight 
ZLWK�WKH�RWKHUV�PRYLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�6ROHQW��7KH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�D�IXUWKHU�����(�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�
6SODVK�3RLQW��7KH�¿JXUHV�IRU�ELUGV�PRYLQJ�HDVW�SDVW�IRXU�VHDZDWFKLQJ�SRLQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG����
WR����$SU�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ������

�Ɖƌŝů
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 18 - 1 3 4 3 4 72 8 11 5 37 14
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 11 - 1 - - 12 4 107 5 3 1 1 8
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ�;^ĞĂĨŽƌĚͿ 119 1 8 2 1 30 - 155 105 10 - 1 1
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ - - 1 1 - 17 - 133 94 15 - 2 6

7KH�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�GLG�QRW�FRQWLQXH�LQWR�0D\�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�
WKH��th��UHFRUGV�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�RI�MXVW�RQH�RU�WZR�ELUGV��1XPEHUV�UHPDLQHG�ORZ�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�
year with no sign of the normal westerly movement in October. The last birds of the year were at 
6HOVH\�%LOO�ZLWK���(�DQG���:�RQ����'HF�DQG�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�PRYLQJ�ZHVW�RQ����'HF��0RQWKO\�¿JXUHV�
for four seawatching points are shown in the table.  

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E - - - 196 20 - - 2 1 - - 2
W 2 1 - 7 2 - - - - - 2 9

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�
E 1 - - 152 5 - 1 - - - 1 -
W 1 1 1 7 2 1 - 1 - - - -

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ�;^ĞĂĨŽƌĚͿ
E - - 1 455 9 4 - - 2 1 2 -
W - - 1 1 - - - - - - - -

�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ
E 1 - 1 273 11 5 1 - - - - -
W 3 - - - - - - - - - - -

There were few records of this species in the east of county with only single birds seen 
RIIVKRUH�LQ�5\H�%D\�LQ�-DQXDU\�DQG�6HSWHPEHU�DQG�RII�%H[KLOO�DQG�5RFN�D�1RUH��+DVWLQJV��LQ�
$SULO��>'++@



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 
117 

 Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Systematic list 107

Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini

Rare autumn vagrant. 

7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WZR�UHFRUGV��$Q�DGXOW�ELUG�VHHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���$XJ��$3��ZDV�VHHQ�ODWHU�DW�
'XQJHQHVV��7KH�VHFRQG�ELUG�ZDV�D�MXYHQLOH�VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�%ULJKWRQ�DQG�+RYH�VHDIURQW�
RQ����DQG��� 2FW��-0��-1�et al.���7KHVH�WZR�UDLVH�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�WKLV�FHQWXU\�WR����DQG�WKH�RYHUDOO�
WRWDO�WR�D�PLQLPXP�RI���.�7KH�PDMRULW\�������RI�DUULYDOV�RFFXU�LQ�$XJXVW�WR�2FWREHU��DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ dŽƚĂů
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 2 - - 1 2 - - 4 15 40* 6 2 72

2FWREHU�WRWDO�LQFOXGHV�D�PLQLPXP�RI����LQ�����

7KLV�\HDU¶V�¿UVW�DUULYDO�RQ���$XJ�LV�WKH�HDUOLHVW�GDWH�RQ�UHFRUG�IRU�D�VXPPHU�DUULYDO��WKH�SUHYLRXV�
$XJXVW�UHFRUGV�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�RQ����$XJ����������$XJ������DQG����$XJ�������>-$+@

6DELQH¶V�*XOO��+RYH��2FWREHU�������-DNH�*HDUW\�

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

Common but very localised breeding species: fairly common or common winter 

visitor and passage migrant. Rare away from coast. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. 

Birds were recorded during every month of the year, with almost all records being either related 
WR�PRYHPHQW�ZLWK�GLUHFWLRQ�RU�VHDZDWFKLQJ�REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG�PRQWKO\�VXPPDULHV��.LWWLZDNHV�DUH�
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not counted at Splash Point (Seaford) once breeding pairs have settled on the cliffs, as birds are 
HYHU�SUHVHQW�DQG�FRQWLQXDOO\�À\LQJ�WR�DQG�IURP�WKH�FOLIIV���

Monthly totals from the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

���� :ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E 55 4 16 87 35 21 2 1 2 - 108 11
W 46 14 24 114 16 11 1 10 2 - 159 1528

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�
E 30 35 3 55 3 9 2 5 - - 28 11
W 36 226 72 - 8 2 7 8 - 974 746 224

dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ
E - 24 11 147 22 31 - 9 - 2 5 -
W - - - - - - - - - - 1 -

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E 9 1 - - - - - - 2 35 16
W 27 500 - - - - - - - 27 1

�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ
E 71 30 110 350 - - - - - - - -
W 61 - - - - - - - - - - -

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�QRWHG�ZDV�����ELUGV��LQ�RQH�KRXU��PRYLQJ�RQ�
DQG�DURXQG�WKH�FOLII�QHVW�VLWHV��DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����)HE��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�RWKHU�FRXQWV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�
����GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�IURP�DQ\�RWKHU�VLWH��

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�FOLIIV�EXW�QRW�DW�1HZKDYHQ��DOWKRXJK�GDWD�RQ� WKH�
precise number of occupied nests and their breeding success is not available this year. An early 
HVWLPDWH�RI�WRWDO�RFFXSLHG�QHVWV�ZDV�JLYHQ�DV�DW�OHDVW�����DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����0DU�

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�SHULRG��QXPEHUV�UHFRUGHG�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�ORZ�H[FHSW�IRU�D�PRYHPHQW�RI�����:�
RQ����2FW�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�GD\�FRXQWV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�
����DW�:RUWKLQJ��KLJKHVW�����:�LQ��ò�KU�RQ���1RY��DQG�IRXU�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��KLJKHVW������:�LQ���
KU�RQ����'HF���7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�LQODQG�UHFRUGV�WKLV�\HDU��>&'@

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Common breeding species and very common to abundant winter visitor and passage 

migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KLV� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP����� WHWUDGV�� VOLJKWO\� ELDVHG� WRZDUGV� FRDVWDO� DUHDV� LQ�:HVW�
6XVVH[��7KH�ZLGHVSUHDG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�ZDV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�6:%6�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�
LQ����RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��WKH�WRWDO�UHFRUGHG�ZDV������ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�
2YLQJ�RQ����)HE��0D[LPXP�PRQWKO\�URRVW�FRXQWV�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�DUH�VKRZQ�EHORZ�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�Ğǁů�tĂƚĞƌ 38,920 15,950 48 750 50,000 21,555

7KH�RQO\�IRXU�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH�\HDU��DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�DERYH��ZHUH�
�����DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ���-DQ�������DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3�RQ����-DQ�������DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���
)HE�������DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��RQ����)HE�������DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����0DU��DQG������DW�5\H�+EU�
on 22 Mar.

,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK� UHFHQW�\HDUV� WKH� ODUJHVW�FRORQLHV�ZHUH� LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[��$W�5\H�+EU�D�FRXQW�
RQ���0D\�UHYHDOHG�DW�OHDVW������QHVWV�DW�7HUQHU\�3RRO�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO����SDLUV�LQ�WKH�TXDUU\�
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DQG�DURXQG����SDLUV�RQ�D�SLW�DW�+DUERXU�)P��2YHUDOO�WKH�FRORQ\�VL]H�ZDV�HVWLPDWHG�WR�EH�DW�OHDVW�
�����SDLUV��WDNLQJ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�YHJHWDWLRQ�FRYHU��DQG�ÀHGJLQJ�VXFFHVV��ZLWK�DURXQG�������ZDV�
FRQVLGHUHG�JRRG��$W�QHDUE\�3HWW�/HYHO�WKH�FRORQ\�KHOG�����SDLUV�DQG�DW�7KH�0LGULSV�D�SDLU�ZDV�
noted as displaying whilst two birds were chasing crows away but no nest or pair counts were 
UHFHLYHG��$OWKRXJK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG����QHVWV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�1RUWK�6WDNHV�,VODQG��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ�
��0D\�WKHVH�ZHUH�WLGDOO\�ÀRRGHG�DQG�GHVWUR\HG�RQ���-XQ��$�VLPLODU�FDWDVWURSKH�DOVR�RFFXUUHG�RQ�
6RXWK�6WDNHV�,VODQG��7KHUH�ZHUH����SDLUV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�DOWKRXJK�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�
DW�$UXQGHO�::7�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FRXQW�RI�WKH�FRORQ\�VL]H��2QFH�DJDLQ�%ODFN�KHDGHG�*XOOV�GLG�QRW�
breed on the rafts at Chichester GP.
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  Total...............:- 280 (27%)
Confirmed breeding.:-   10 (1%)
Probably breeding..:-    2 (0%)
Possibly breeding..:-    2 (0%)
Present only.......:-  266 (26%)

%HWZHHQ�$SULO� DQG� -XQH� WKH� KLJKHVW� FRXQWV�� RWKHU� WKDQ� DW� EUHHGLQJ� FRORQLHV�� ZHUH� ���� DW�
7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ���$SU������DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����-XQ�DQG�����DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ�WKH���th.  
'XULQJ�-XO\�WR�6HSWHPEHU�WKH�KLJKHVW��DQG�RQO\�IRXU�¿JXUH��FRXQWV�ZHUH������DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�
RQ����-XO�DQG������DW�(DVW�&KLGKDP�RQ����6HS��,Q�WKH�¿QDO�TXDUWHU��RWKHU�WKDQ�DW�%HZO�:DWHU��WKHUH�
ZHUH�IRXU�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�DV�IROORZV��DW�*O\QH�*DS�RQ���1RY������DQG�WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�DW�$UXQGHO�
::7�RQ�WKH���th�������DW�*O\QH�*DS�DQG������DW�%RVKDP�RQ����1RY�������DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ�
��'HF�������DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG������WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th. During the November and 
'HFHPEHU�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�KLJK�
FRXQW�RI������DV�QRWHG�DERYH�DW�%RVKDP��>76@

Little Gull Hydrocoleus minutus 

Fairly common passage migrant, most numerous in spring. Very scarce non-breeder in 

summer and scarce in winter. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.  

Schedule 1 species.  

7KH�PLQLPXP�WRWDO�IRU�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����DV�VKRZQ�E\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PRQWKO\�
totals:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ - 7 33 285 36 11 - 4 5 2 223 2
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĚĂǇƐ 4 9 13 14 5 - 3 3 2 7 1
EŽ �͘ŝŶůĂŶĚ�ďŝƌĚƐ - 2 15 - - - 1 1 - - -
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7KH�WRWDO�IRU�$SULO�DVVXPHV�WKDW�ELUGV�VHHQ�RQ�WKH���th at Worthing and Birling Gap were also 
UHFRUGHG�DPRQJVW�WKH�����DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�WKDW�GD\�

7KH�HDUOLHVW�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RQH�DW�/LGVH\�6)�RQ���)HE�IROORZHG�E\���:�DW�:RUWKLQJ�
RQ���)HE�DQG�RQH�DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��RQ�WKH���th. One unfortunate bird was found dead on 23 
)HE�RQ�D�IUR]HQ�SRQG�LQ�:RUWKLQJ��LW�KDG�EHHQ�ULQJHG�DV�D�FKLFN�DW�9lVWHUERWWHQ��6ZHGHQ��LQ�-XQH�
�����DQG�ZDV�WKH�VHFRQG�6ZHGLVK�ULQJHG�ELUG�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�8.��7KH�WRWDO�IRU�0DUFK�LQFOXGHG�
���(�LQ���KU�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����0DU��1XPEHUV�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�$SULO�����DSSHDUHG�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�
RQ����$SU�DQG����(�SDVVHG�6SODVK�3RLQW�WKH�VDPH�GD\��6SULQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�HDVWZDUGV�SHDNHG�RQ����
$SU�ZKHQ�WKH�ODUJHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��DV�VKRZQ�EHORZ���

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ WĞĂŬ�ĐŽƵŶƚ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů E 12 20 2 7 on 23 Mar and 14 Apr
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ E - 50 - 48 on 25 Apr
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ E 4 3 2 2 on 15 Mar and 26 Apr
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ E 13 243 3 187 on 25 Apr
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ E - 30 7 27 on 25 Apr

1XPEHUV�WKHUHDIWHU�UDUHO\�H[FHHGHG�WKUHH��0DLQO\�VLQJOH�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�-XQH�ZLWK�D�
PD[LPXP�RI�VL[�DW�3HWW�OHYHO�RQ�WKH��th.

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�DOO�LQODQG��WKUHH�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����$XJ�DQG�RQH�DW�:HLU�
:RRG�5HV�RQ�WKH���th��2QO\�RQHV�RU�WZRV�ZHUH�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�WZR�PRQWKV�DV�LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO����
1RY�WKDW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHWXUQ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG��)ROORZLQJ����:�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����1RY�
���:�SDVVHG�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DQ�XQXVXDO����ZHUH�IHHGLQJ�RIIVKRUH�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�
WKH���th�IROORZHG�E\����WKHUH�WKH�QH[W�GD\�DQG�WHQ�RQ�WKH���th. There was good movement at this 
WLPH�RQ�WKH�)UHQFK�FRDVW�DQG�WKHVH�FRXQWV�WDOO\�QLFHO\�ZLWK������VHHQ�À\LQJ�SDVW�&DS�*ULV�1H]�
RQ�WKH���th��7ZR�À\LQJ�ZHVW�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����'HF�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�'HFHPEHU�VLJKWLQJV��>76@

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce but increasing breeder.  

Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

%LUGV� ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� LQ� ��� SUHGRPLQDQWO\� FRDVWDO� WHWUDGV�� ,Q� WKH� ¿UVW� TXDUWHU� RI� WKH� \HDU��
QXPEHUV�EXLOW�XS�WR�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����0DU��(OVHZKHUH�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�
���-DQ�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����)HE������DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����)HE�DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�����RQ���
0DU�����RQ���0DU�DQG�����RQ����0DU��7KH�RQO\�LQODQG�UHFRUGV�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�ZHUH�IURP�%HZO�
:DWHU��ZLWK�RQH�RQ����)HE��DQG�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV��ZLWK�WHQ�RQ���DQG���0DU�

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV��DQG�GDWHV�RI�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

dŽƚĂů /ŶůĂŶĚ ,ŝŐŚĞƐƚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ
:ĂŶ 246 - 59, Pagham Lagoon, 15th 
&Ğď 711 1 220, Church Norton, 23rd 
DĂƌ 981 10 550, Rye Hbr, 30th 
�Ɖƌ 1180 - ϰϯϯ �͕WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů͕ �ϳƚŚ�
DĂǇ 329 - ϭϭϬ �͕WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů͕ �ϭƐƚ�
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:ƵŶ 550 5 176, Thorney Deeps, 13th 
:Ƶů 1096 - 482, Sidlesham, 19th 
�ƵŐ 594 - 433, Apuldram, 14th 
^ĞƉ 779 - 203, Goring Beach, 20th 
KĐƚ 138 - 42, Selsey Bill, 4th 
EŽǀ 78 4 11, Selsey Bill, 18th 
�ĞĐ 268 - 119, Pagham Spit, 16th 

7KH� ¿JXUHV� IRU� FRXQW\� WRWDOV� VKRXOG� EH� WUHDWHG� ZLWK� VRPH� FDXWLRQ�� GXH� WR� SUREOHPV� ZLWK�
possible duplication, but offer a guide to numbers in the county through the year. Numbers 
recorded passing the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E 1 6 13 26 5 - 3 - 2 6 14 2
W 6 3 4 12 2 - 1 - 30 16 15 22

�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ
E - - 4 2 - - - - - - - -
W 34 5 2 9 - - - 7 55 2 - -

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ�
E 1 3 19 32 5 16 2 - 6 4 2 2
W 1 3 1 14 4 22 73 2 56 13 4 14

dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ
E - 7 16 24 - 7 - - - - - -
W - - - 4 - - - - 4 - - -

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E - - 21 83 19 47 - - - - - -
W - - - 1 3 - - - - - - -

�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ
E - 7 26 31 11
W - - - - 9

7KH�RQO\�WZR�VLWHV�ZKHUH�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�ZHUH�5\H�+EU��ZKHUH�D�PLQLPXP�RI����SDLUV�
QHVWHG�EXW�ÀHGJLQJ�ZDV�SRRU�DQG�OHVV�WKDQ�WHQ�UHDFKHG�WKLV�VWDJH��DQG�3HWW�/HYHO�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�
���SDLUV�EXW�QR�GHWDLOV�RI�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV��7KH�5\H�+EU�¿JXUHV�ZHUH�D�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�DOPRVW�KDOI�
RQ�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�DOVR�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�\HDU�UXQQLQJ��,Q�-XQH��¿YH�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQODQG�DW�3XOERURXJK�
%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th.  

During the second winter period the only birds seen inland were four at Pulborough Brooks on 
��1RY��7KH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�UHFRUGHG�ZDV�����RIIVKRUH�DW�3DJKDP�RQ����'HF��2WKHUZLVH����ZHUH�
DW�3DJKDP�RQ����2FW�DQG�DW�6HOVH\����RQ���2FW�����RQ����2FW�DQG����RQ����1RY��>76@

Common Gull Larus canus

Very common winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce in summer; bred until 1963 

and breeding attempted again in 2006 and in some years since then. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��QXPEHUV�
at Bewl Water once again dominated and although counts were well down on last year the site 
UHPDLQV�RQH�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH��3HDN�FRXQWV�WKHUH�ZHUH��������RQ���-DQ�DQG��������RQ�
���)HE��EXW�RQO\�IRXU�RQ����0DU��(OVHZKHUH��KLJK�FRXQWV�LQ�-DQXDU\�LQFOXGHG������LQ�WKH�/RZHU�
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$GXU�9DOOH\�RQ����-DQ�DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th������DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�����
QHDU�&LVVEXU\�RQ�WKH���th��([FHSW�DW�%HZO�:DWHU��QXPEHUV�GURSSHG�FRQVLGHUDEO\�WKURXJK�)HEUXDU\�
LQWR�0DUFK��KLJK�FRXQWV�LQFOXGHG�����DW�:DWHUKDOO��%ULJKWRQ��RQ����)HE�������DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����
0DU������DW�/RZHU�6WDQGHDQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����QHDU�&LVVEXU\�RQ�WKH��st��7KHUH�ZHUH����RWKHU�VLWHV�
ZKHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�

7KH� KLJKHVW� FRXQWV� GXULQJ�$SULO� ZHUH� ���� RQ� GRZQODQG� QHDU� &LVVEXU\� RQ� WKH� ��th�� ��� DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH��th. The total count for May was only 
����LQFOXGLQJ����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�VLPLODUO\�ORZ�LQ�-XQH��7KHUH�ZDV�D�YHU\�
modest easterly spring passage, as follows, although it should be noted that not all Common Gulls 
seen are recorded systematically from most of the seawatching locations:

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ WĞĂŬ�ĐŽƵŶƚƐ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 6 E 7 E -
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 16 E 6 E 5 E 12 E on 28 Mar
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 39 E 55 E - 31 E on 22 Mar; 51 E on 9 Apr
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ - 14 E 14 E on 25 Apr

One pair raised two young at Pett Level but breeding was not recorded elsewhere. Numbers 
EHJDQ�WR�LQFUHDVH�IURP�ODWH�-XO\�ZLWK�����DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th������DW�:HVW�'HDQ�RQ����
$XJ������DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th������DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����6HS�DQG�����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th��WKHVH�
ZHUH�IROORZHG�LQ�2FWREHU�E\�����DQG�����DW�)LVKERXUQH�RQ�WKH���th and 23rd respectively, the only 
VLWH�ZKHUH�QXPEHUV�H[FHHGHG����

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�QXPEHUV�EHJDQ�WR�LQFUHDVH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\��WKH�ODUJHVW�FRXQW�DW�WKH�
QRFWXUQDO�JXOO�URRVW�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�URVH�IURP������RQ����1RY�WR��������RQ����'HF��(OVHZKHUH�
PRUH�PRGHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�)LVKERXUQH�RQ����2FW������DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���'HF������DW�
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th������DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th������DW�%UHGH�/HYHOV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����
DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ�WKH���th��>76@

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor; scarce (mainly immature) in 

summer and scarce breeder. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�
FRXQW�ZDV�����DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ���-DQ�DQG�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\����ZHUH�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV��7KH�
QH[W�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�1HZKDYHQ�+EU�RQ����)HE�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-DQ���

$Q�H[FHSWLRQDO�FRXQW��IRU�WKH�WLPH�RI�\HDU��RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����
$SULO��2WKHU�JURXSV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI����DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ�WKH��th�����HDFK�DW�5\H�
+EU�RQ���0D\�DQG�DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�&KDLOH\�&RPPRQ�RQ���-XQ��6PDOO�QXPEHUV��
often of only ones or twos, were widely reported during the period.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�MXVW�WZR�VLWHV��7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�QHVWV�RQ�D�EXLOGLQJ�DW�5XVWLQJWRQ�
Trading Estate and a pair was present on a chimney from 3 May in Seaford, had built a nest by 
WKH���th�DQG�ZDV�VWLOO�SUHVHQW�XQWLO����-XO\��$W�QHLWKHU�RI�WKHVH�VLWHV�ZDV�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV�UHFRUGHG�

'XULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�DQG�DXWXPQ��WKHUH�ZHUH�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����$XJ�����DW�+RUVKDP�RQ��� 

$XJ�DQG�����DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��RQ�WKH���th. There were numerous records of ones or twos 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\��'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�QXPEHUV�LQFUHDVHG��WKHUH�ZHUH����UHSRUWV�
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RI�WHQ�RU�PRUH��1XPEHUV�DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�LQFUHDVHG�IURP�����RQ����1RY�WR�����RQ����'HF��
WKH�QH[W�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI����DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�RQ����'HF���

Birds noted as showing characteristics of the form L.f. intermedius, with very dark mantles, 
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����DQG����0DU�DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���2FW��>76@

Herring Gull Larus argentatus

Very common resident; status uncertain as passage migrant; winter visitor. Red listed 

species of high conservation concern.

+HUULQJ�*XOOV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG� LQ����� WHWUDGV� LQ�������7KH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�
GRPLQDWHG�E\�D�FRXQW�RI��������DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��RQ����)HE��2WKHU�IRXU�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�LQ�WKLV�
SHULRG�ZHUH������DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ���-DQ�������DW�*O\QH�*DS�RQ���-DQ�������DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ�
���-DQ�DQG������WKHUH�RQ���)HE�������DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ����)HE�DQG�������DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����0DU��
'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�2YLQJGHDQ�RQ����)HE�

,Q�WKH�VSULQJ��ODUJH�ÀRFNV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�VRPH����ORFDWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�����DW�
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����$SU�DQG�DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����-XQ�DQG��LQ�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\��D�PL[HG�ÀRFN�ZLWK�
/HVVHU�%ODFN�EDFNHG�*XOOV�RI������RQ���0D\�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�¿YH��$W�5XVWLQJWRQ�7UDGLQJ�
(VWDWH����SDLUV�QHVWHG�RQ�EXLOGLQJV��DW�(DVW�3UHVWRQ�DW�OHDVW�IRXU�SDLUV�QHVWHG�RQ�WKH�URRI�RI�DQ�
$UXQ�'&�ZDUHKRXVH��DW�*RULQJ�WKUHH�SDLUV�DJDLQ�QHVWHG�RQ�URRIWRSV�DQG�UDLVHG�HLJKW�\RXQJ��DW�
'XUULQJWRQ��:RUWKLQJ��WZR�QHVWV�FRQWDLQHG�WKUHH�HJJV�HDFK�RQ����0D\��DW�:HVW�7DUULQJ��:RUWKLQJ��
one pair raised two young on a roof and at nearby West Worthing birds also bred. 

$W�3HWW�/HYHO�DW�OHDVW�WZR�SDLUV�QHVWHG��RQH�RI�WKHP�ZLWK�RQH�\RXQJ�RQ�D�FKLPQH\��DW�5\H�+EU�
���SDLUV�QHVWHG�DQG�D�IXUWKHU����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DURXQG�5\H�WRZQ��3UREDEOH�QHVWLQJ�DFWLYLW\�ZDV�
recorded at Chichester GPs, Bognor, near Worthing station, Patcham, Holywell (Eastbourne) and 
Firle.

7KH�ODUJHVW�RI����WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�PRQWKV�ZHUH�RI�����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�
RQ����-XO�DQG�����DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ�WKH���nd�DQG�DOVR�DW�&URZKXUVW�RQ����$XJ��+RZHYHU��FRXQW�
VL]HV�LQFUHDVHG�QRWLFHDEO\�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�ZLWK�RYHU����WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�DQG�PD[LPD�RI������DW�
*O\QH�*DS�RQ����6HS�DQG��LQ�2FWREHU�������ORD¿QJ�RQ�D�UHFHQWO\�SORXJKHG�DQG�KDUURZHG�¿HOG�DW�
6WHHS�'RZQ��/DQFLQJ��RQ�WKH��th.  

/DUJHU�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�VLPLODUO\�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZLWK������DW�:DUQKDP�
/15�RQ���1RY��LQFUHDVLQJ�WR������E\���'HF�������DW�*O\QH�*DS�RQ���1RY�������DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ�
���1RY�DQG������WKHUH�RQ����'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWHU�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�
WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�&KDOYLQJWRQ�RQ����'HF���

There were seven records of birds showing characters of the nominate form L.a. argentatus.  
2QH�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ����-DQ�ZDV�SKRWRJUDSKHG��'&��-)&��%.���$GXOWV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�
RQ���1RY��/&���DW�1HZKDYHQ�,QGXVWULDO�(VWDWH�RQ����1RY��/&���SKRWRJUDSKHG�LQ�WKH�KDUERXU�RQ�
��'HF��'&��%.���DW�WKH�2XVH�(VWXDU\�3URMHFW�RQ���'HF��'&��-)&��%.��DQG�WKUHH��SKRWRJUDSKHG��
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����'HF��'&��%.���2QH�LQ�IRXUWK�ZLQWHU�SOXPDJH�ZDV�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�:HVW�5LVH�
0DUVK��(DVWERXUQH��RQ���'HF��'&��%.���>76@
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Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis

Scarce to fairly common but localised visitor; mainly in late summer and autumn.  

Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�DQG�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 3 3 - 3 1 5 17 18 63 6 - 7
�ŚŝĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�,ďƌ - - - - - 2 2 1 - - - -
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ - - - 1 - 3 15 17 22 5 - -
tĂƌŶŚĂŵ�>EZ 1 2 - - - - - - - 1 - 1
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐ 1 1 - - - - - - 40 - - -
KƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 1 - - 2 1 - - - 1 - - 6

7\SLFDOO\�QXPEHUV�GXULQJ�ERWK�WKH�ZLQWHU�SHULRGV�ZHUH�XQH[FHSWLRQDO�DQG�LQ�WKH�SRVW�EUHHGLQJ�
period most records were concentrated on the Selsey peninsula. The most notable sightings were: 
���DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����-XO�����WKHUH�RQ����$XJ�DQG����RQ���6HS�����DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ����-XO�DQG�
���WKHUH�RQ����6HS��$Q�H[FHSWLRQO����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ���6HS��WKLV�E\�D�ORQJ�ZD\�
WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�IURP�WKLV�VLWH�DQG�YHU\�XQXVXDO�WR�H[FHHG�FRXQWV�IURP�WKH�3DJKDP�+EU�DUHD��
7KLV�DSDUW�������ZDV�DQ�XQUHPDUNDEOH�\HDU�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��>76@

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans

Very rare winter visitor.

2QH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�ELUG��VHHQ�DW�1HZKDYHQ�+EU�RQ���DQG���1RY��.*���FDUULHG�D�3ROLVK�ULQJ�3.3.��
7KUHH�ELUGV��WZR�DGXOWV�DQG�RQH�WKLUG�ZLQWHU��ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�8SSHU�&XFNPHUH�9DOOH\�RQ����'HF��
WKH�ODWWHU�ELUG�KDG�DOVR�EHHQ�ULQJHG�LQ�3RODQG�RQ����$SU�������ZLWK�ULQJ�3($$��DQG�ZDV�VHHQ�
VXEVHTXHQWO\�DW�WZR�VLWHV�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ���DQG����$XJ�������LW�ZDV�VHHQ�DJDLQ�RQ����'HF�
QHDU�WR�&KDUOHVWRQ��)RXU�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ�WKH���rd��DOO�'&��%.��DPRQJVW�
D�ODUJH�JXOO�ÀRFN��2QH�RI�WKHP�EHDULQJ�3ROLVK�ULQJ�3.3.�KDG�EHHQ�ULQJHG�RQ����0D\������LQ�D�
SXUH�&DVSLDQ�*XOO�FRORQ\��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�VHHQ�SUHYLRXVO\�RQ���DQG���'HF�DW�1HZKDYHQ�

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides

Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

3UREDEO\�RQO\� WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH� LQYROYHG�GXULQJ� WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�VSULQJ�SHULRG��7KH�¿UVW�ZDV�
RQH�VHHQ�����P�RIIVKRUH�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����-DQ��'++���7KH�QH[W�GD\��WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�DQG�
ERWK�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�1HZKDYHQ�+EU��'&��%.���7KHUHDIWHU��RQH�RU�RWKHU�RI�WKHVH�WZR�ZDV�VHHQ�
IUHTXHQWO\�LQ�WKH�1HZKDYHQ�DUHD��EXW�DOVR�RFFDVLRQDOO\�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�DQG�6KRUHKDP��XQWLO�DW�
OHDVW�WKH�HQG�RI�$SULO��7KH�RQO\�VLJKWLQJ�IXUWKHU�HDVW�ZDV�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI����0DU�
�'&��%.��ZKLFK�ZDV�SUREDEO\�WKH�VDPH�LQGLYLGXDO�SKRWRJUDSKHG�ODWHU� WKDW�GD\�DW�'XQJHQHVV���
7KH�¿QDO�VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�6KRUHKDP�RQ����$SU��)ROORZLQJ�D�UHYLHZ�RI�UHFRUGV�WKH�WRWDO�IRU�
����������ULVHV�WR�����$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI�VRPH�����UHFRUGV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LV�UHODWLYHO\�



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 
117 

 Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Systematic list 115

VFDUFH�LQ�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�RQO\�����RI�UHFRUGV�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG��WKH\�DUH�PRVW�
IUHTXHQWO\�UHFRUGHG�LQ�-DQXDU\�������0DUFK������DQG�$SULO�������>-$+@

Iceland Gull, Newhaven, March 2012 (Malcolm Freeman)

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus

Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

5HFRUGV�IRU�WKUHH�ELUGV��DOO�LQ�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SOXPDJH��KDYH�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�6265&��7KH�¿UVW�
ZDV� DW�5RFN�D�1RUH� �+DVWLQJV�� RQ� ��� -DQ� �$3��6$%��� DQRWKHU�ZDV� IROORZLQJ�¿VKLQJ� ERDWV� DW�
7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����)HE�DQG�ZDV�VHHQ�DJDLQ�RQ�WKH���th (DHH), and a third was at Pett Level 
RQ����0DU��*&6���$VVXPLQJ�WKHVH�ZHUH�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV��WKH�WRWDO�UHFRUGHG�IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\��
IROORZLQJ�D�UHYLHZ��LV���� The annual numbers recorded this century were as follows:

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 dŽƚĂů
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 3 2 4 2 2 3 - 2 6 2 1 - 3 29

It should be noted that not all these birds were new each year as some returned regularly to 
SDUWLFXODU�VLWHV�DQG�VRPH�RYHU�ZLQWHUHG�IURP�RQH�\HDU�WR�WKH�QH[W��2I�WKH����UHFRUGV�ZLWK�D�¿UVW�
VLJKWLQJ�GDWH��DOO�EXW�WZR�RFFXU�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�¿YH�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�DUULYLQJ�
LQ�-DQXDU\��0RVW�KDYH�GHSDUWHG�E\����$SU�EXW�WZR�VWUDJJOHUV�ZHUH�QRWHG�RQ���DQG����0D\���

$�K\EULG�*ODXFRXV�[�+HUULQJ�*XOO��VRPHWLPHV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�µ9LNLQJ¶�*XOO��ZDV�SKRWRJUDSKHG�
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����0DU��$3���>-$+@
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Great Black-backed Gull, Newhaven, January 2012 (Peter Wilson)

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus

Common winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce in summer, mostly non-breeder but 

very scarce breeder since 2000. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��VOLJKWO\�IHZHU�WKDQ�LQ�������'XULQJ�WKH�
¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VLWHV��7KH�WZR�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�IRU�WKH�
SHULRG�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��RI�����RQ���-DQ�DQG�����RQ����)HE��(OVHZKHUH������
ZHUH�LQ�WKH�/RZHU�&XFNPHUH�9DOOH\�RQ����)HE������DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����)HE������RQ�WKH�/RZHU�
$GXU�RQ����-DQ�DQG�����DW�1HZKDYHQ�+EU�RQ����)HE��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�VLJKWLQJV��KRZHYHU��ZHUH�
RI�¿YH�RU�IHZHU�

Breeding was recorded at three locations. Three downy young were seen on a raft on Slipper 
3RQG��(PVZRUWK��RQ���-XQ�DQG�D�SDLU�QHVWHG�RQ�D�%ULJKWRQ�VFKRRO�URRI�DJDLQ�DQG�KDG�WKUHH�FKLFNV�
E\����-XQ��,W�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�QRQH�RI�WKH�+HUULQJV�*XOOV�QHVWLQJ�QHDUE\�ZHUH�VXFFHVVIXO�DV�WKH�
ODUJHU�JXOOV�DWH�WKHLU�HJJV�RU�FKLFNV��$W�%H[KLOO�WZR�\RXQJ�IDLOHG�WR�VXUYLYH��

'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU��FRXQWV�ZHUH�XQUHPDUNDEOH��WKH�KLJKHVW�ZHUH�����RIIVKRUH�DW�
6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����0D\������LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����0DU�DQG�����DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ����0DU��WKH�KLJKHVW�
FRXQW�WKHUH�IRU�WKH�\HDU��,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ��QRWDEOH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�*O\QH�*DS�RQ����6HS������DW�
5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�)LVKERXUQH�RQ����2FW�EHLQJ�D�PL[�RI�DGXOWV�DQG�LPPDWXUH�ELUGV�

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�RQO\�IRXU�VLWHV��WKH�KLJKHVW�
ZHUH�����DW�*O\QH�*DS�RQ����1RY������DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����'HF������DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH��th and 
����DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ����1RY��7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZ�UHFRUGV�IURP�LQODQG�ZDWHUV��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH��
���DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���-DQ�����DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ���-DQ�����DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�RQ����-DQ��DQG�
WKUHH�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����'HF��>76@
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Little Tern Sternula albifrons

Scarce breeding summer visitor and fairly common passage migrant. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU��RI�WZR�RIIVKRUH�IURP�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU��ZDV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�DUULYDO�GDWH��3DVVDJH�UHPDLQHG�OLJKW�WKHUHDIWHU�DQG�PRVWO\�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�RI�
WKH�FRXQW\�XQWLO����$SU�ZKHQ����(�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG����(�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG���
$V�XVXDO��REVHUYHUV�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�JDUQHUHG�WKH�EHVW�FRXQWV�RI�WKH�VSULQJ��ZLWK����(�RQ���0D\�
EHLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQW�RI�WKH�VSULQJ��1XPEHUV�ZHUH�GRZQ�E\�D�TXDUWHU�DW�WKLV�ORFDWLRQ�RQ�
WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��EXW�PRUH�PDUNHGO\�VR�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��ZKHUH�OHVV�WKDQ�D�¿IWK�RI�WKH�
SUHYLRXV� \HDU¶V� WRWDO�ZDV� VHHQ��$� GDLO\� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH� VHDZDWFKLQJ� ORJV� VXJJHVWHG� D� WRWDO� RI�
����ÀHZ�HDVW��FRPSULVLQJ�����LQ�$SULO�DQG�����LQ�0D\��D�����UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�IRU�WKH�
SUHYLRXV����VSULQJV�RI�����ELUGV��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�UHFRUGV�DZD\�IURP�FRDVWDO�VLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ dŽƚĂů WĞĂŬ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 154 268 422 71 E on 1 May
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 13 78 91 42 E on 1 May
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 30 24 54 10 E on two dates
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 50 33 83 42 E on 10 Apr

$W�5\H�+EU��WKH�¿UVW�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�RIIVKRUH�RQ����$SU��ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�SDLUV�WDNLQJ�XS�UHVLGHQFH�
LQ�WKH�FRORQ\�E\�WKH���th��$W�OHDVW����SDLUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�RQ����0D\��DQG�WKH�¿UVW�QHVWV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�
ODWH�0D\�HDUO\�-XQH��ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�FKLFNV�VHHQ�RQ����-XQ��EXW�VDGO\��VRPHWLPH�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG����WR�
���-XQ��DOO�DFWLYLW\�FHDVHG��QR�FKLFNV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DIWHU�WKLV�GDWH��3HUVLVWHQW�EUHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�HOHFWULF�
fence by predators may have accounted for the rapid disappearance of the colony, but issues with 
SRRU�IRRG�DYDLODELOLW\�DQG�WKH�FROG��ZHW�ZHDWKHU�PD\�DOVR�KDYH�KDG�DQ�LPSDFW��8S�WR����DGXOWV�
SHUVLVWHG�XQWLO� ODWH�-XQH��ZLWK����RQ���-XO��EXW�QR�IXUWKHU�HYLGHQFH�RI�EUHHGLQJ�EHKDYLRXU�ZDV�
noted. At Pagham Hbr 23 pairs nested on the end of Church Norton spit, but although between 
���DQG����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�UHJXODUO\�IHHGLQJ�LQ�WKH�KDUERXU�PRXWK�RU�FORVH�RIIVKRUH��EUHHGLQJ�
VXFFHVV�ZDV�OLPLWHG�WR�IRXU�FKLFNV��RI�ZKLFK�RQO\�RQH�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�ÀHGJHG��7KH�
only evidence of breeding activity in Chichester Hbr was on Pilsey Island, where seven pairs were 
IRXQG��EXW�E\����-XQ�WKH\�KDG�DEDQGRQHG�WKH�DWWHPSW�DW�WKH�HJJ�VWDJH�

7KURXJKRXW�-XO\�JRRG�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\��SDUWLFXODUO\�RIIVKRUH�
IURP�6HOVH\�%LOO��ZKHUH�D�SHDN�RI����ELUGV�ZDV�SUHVHQW�RQ� WKH���th. In August, numbers were 
W\SLFDOO\�VSDUVH�E\�FRPSDULVRQ��LQGHHG�WKH�RQO\�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�GD\�ZDV�WKH���th��ZKHQ����ELUGV�
SDVVHG�ZHVW�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��ZLWK�DQRWKHU����OLQJHULQJ�RIIVKRUH��DQG�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ�RQO\�WKUHH�
GDWHV�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUG��WZR�ZHHNV�DIWHU�WKH�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUG��ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�3DJKDP�
+EU�RQ���2FW��VRPH�WHQ�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�GDWH��>$+@

Black Tern Chlidonias niger

Scarce passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

Schedule 1 species.

7KH�HVWLPDWHG�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�
WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RQ����$SU��VL[�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��ZKHQ�SUHVXPDEO\�WKH�VDPH�
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2 E were seen at Worthing and Splash Point (Seaford). Passage was then noted almost daily until 
��0D\��WKRXJK�WKH�RQO\�RFFDVLRQ�D�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�ZDV�QRWHG�ZDV�RQ����$SU��ZKHQ����ZHUH�
VHHQ�KHDGLQJ�HDVW�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ��7KHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�VPDOO�0D\�PRYHPHQW��EHWZHHQ�WKH���th and 
WKH���th�DQG�WKH�¿QDO�FRDVWDO�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�SDVW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th. 

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ
34 35 2 1 17 9 1

$�WRWDO�RI�MXVW����ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ��ZHOO�EHORZ�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI�����WKRXJK�WKH�ZHDWKHU�ZDV�IDU�IURP�FRQGXFLYH�IRU�WKLV�W\SLFDOO\�IDLU�ZHDWKHU�
migrant. The following table emphasises the low numbers recorded passing the coast. The only 
LQODQG�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���0D\�

 
�Ɖƌ DĂǇ �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ dŽƚĂů WĞĂŬ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 6 20 2 1 29 9 E on 1 May
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 22 - 1 1 24 16 E on 25 Apr
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 4 1 8 13 4 E on 16 and 26 Aug
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ - 12 - 12 7 E on 19 May

7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�D�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���-XO��WKRXJK�WKH�QH[W�UHFRUG�
ZDV�QRW�XQWLO���$XJ�DW�QHDUE\�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\��7KHUHDIWHU�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VFDWWHULQJ�RI�UHSRUWV�RI�RQH�
to four birds until the last record of the year, one at Church Norton on 2 Oct, a week earlier than 
WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��>$+@

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis

Fairly common although localised breeding summer visitor and common passage 

migrant; very scarce winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

8S�WR�IRXU�ELUGV�ZLQWHUHG�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��EHLQJ�VHHQ�RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�GDWHV�XS�WR����-DQ��
ZKHUHXSRQ�VLJKWLQJV�GXULQJ�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\�VZLWFKHG�WR�3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�6HOVH\�%LOO�ZKHUH�
WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�IRU�WKH�ODWWHU�PRQWK�ZDV�VHYHQ�RQ����)HE��:LWK�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�SUHVHQFH�RII�
6HOVH\�%LOO� LW� LV�GLI¿FXOW� WR�EH�VXUH�ZKHQ� WKH�¿UVW�PLJUDQW�ZDV�VHHQ��SHUKDSV� WKH� WZR�QRWHG�DW�
5\H�+EU�RQ���0DU�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�WUXH�PLJUDQWV��1XPEHUV�DW�WKLV�VLWH�URVH�UDSLGO\�WKURXJK�0DUFK��
����ELUGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�RQ�WKH���th������RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�����E\�WKH���th. Elsewhere, 
passage birds were recorded almost daily from seawatching sites, but few big movements were 
QRWHG��7KH�ELJJHVW�GD\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�ODWH�GDWHV�RI����$SU��ZKHQ�����ZHUH�VHHQ�
SDVVLQJ�HDVW�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��DQG�RQ�WKH���th�ZKHQ�����ZHUH�VHHQ�SDVVLQJ�%LUOLQJ�*DS��0RYHPHQW�
FRQWLQXHG�WKURXJK�0D\�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�EHLQJ�RQ�WKH��th��ZKHQ�����ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�SDVVLQJ�
HDVW�IURP�6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG�����ELUGV�IURP�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG����

Eastwards passage recorded at the principal seawatching sites was as given in the table below. 
$VVXPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�PRYLQJ�HDVW�SDVW�DQ\�RQH�VLWH�ZDV�WKH�PD[LPXP�IRU�DOO�VLWHV�
WKDW�GD\��WKH�WRWDOV�UHFRUGHG�IRU�HDFK�VSULQJ�PRQWK�ZHUH�����LQ�0DUFK�������LQ�$SULO�DQG������LQ�
0D\��L�H��QRW�WRR�GLVVLPLODU�WR������EXW�ZHOO�EHORZ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI������
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DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ dŽƚĂů EŽ �͘ƉĞƌ�Śƌ�ŝŶ��ƉƌͬDĂǇ WĞĂŬ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 164 1231 957 2352 5.8 217 E on 23 Apr (8 hr)
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 37 309 415 761 7.6 108 E on 1 May (5 hr)
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 43 119 34 196 3.6 39 E on 20 Apr (1 hr)
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 169 722 411 1302 7.4 215 E on 7 May (14 hr)
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 57 603 361 1016 11.0 278 E on 25 Apr (10 hr)

7KLV�\HDU� WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\� IRXU�GD\V�ZKHQ�PRUH� WKDQ�����ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�DW�DQ\�RQH�RI� WKH�
SULQFLSDO�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV��WKHVH�ZHUH��������DQG����$SU�DQG���0D\��L�H��WKH�SHDN�SDVVDJH�GD\V��
numbers recorded and the whole hours of observation in parentheses were as follows:

ϭϰ��Ɖƌ Ϯϯ��Ɖƌ Ϯϱ��Ɖƌ ϳ�DĂǇ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 205 (8) 217 (8) 85 (11) 195 (11)
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 34 (2) 52 (6) 65 (8) 66 (3)
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 37 (2) 56 (14) 135 (14) 215 (14)
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 1 (2) 16 (4) 278 (10) 98 (8)

$W�5\H�+EU�� D� FRXQW�RQ���0D\�HVWLPDWHG�F�����SDLUV�SUHVHQW��0DQ\�RI� WKHVH� VXEVHTXHQWO\�
IDLOHG��DQG�WKRXJK�PDQ\�SDLUV�DWWHPSWHG�WR�QHVW�DJDLQ�ÀHGJLQJ�VXFFHVV�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�ORZ�ZLWK�
SHUKDSV�MXVW�IRXU�FKLFNV�UHDFKLQJ�PDWXULW\��7KLV�ZDV�SUREDEO\�GXH�WR�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�SUHGDWLRQ��
SRRU�IRRG�VXSSO\�DQG�EDG�ZHDWKHU��$W�3DJKDP�+EU�DQ�LQÀX[�RI�DURXQG�����ELUGV�RFFXUUHG�RQ����
-XQ��EXW�WKRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�PXFK�GLVSOD\LQJ��¿VK�SDVVLQJ�DQG�PDWLQJ��D�FRORQ\�RI�RQO\�DERXW����
pairs was established. However, possibly due to a combination of dire weather and predation, they 
gave up and departed before any eggs were hatched, although reasonable numbers continued to 
be seen offshore from Selsey Bill.  

Birds continued to be seen daily through August and September, though numbers were 
JHQHUDOO\�VPDOO��7KH�EHVW�$XJXVW�GD\�ZDV�WKH���th��ZKHQ����(�DQG�����:�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�6HOVH\�
%LOO��7KH�EHVW�6HSWHPEHU�GD\�ZDV�DOVR�WKH���th��ZKHQ�REVHUYHUV�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�UHFRUGHG����:�DQG�
���RIIVKRUH�DQG�DW�:RUWKLQJ�WKH�FRXQW�ZDV����:�DQG����(��1XPEHUV�GURSSHG�TXLFNO\�LQ�2FWREHU��
ZLWK�D�PHUH�VHYHQ�VHHQ�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th being the best count. Although birds were still 
present throughout November and December at Chichester Hbr and Selsey Bill, no more than two 
ELUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�DW�DQ\�RQH�WLPH��>$+@

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Fairly common breeding summer visitor and common passage migrant. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern. 

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�RQ�&KLFKHVWHU�*3V�RQ����0DU��WKUHH�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�
DYHUDJH����\HDU�DUULYDO�GDWH��3DVVDJH�FRQWLQXHG�WKURXJK�$SULO�ZLWK�ELUGV�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�RQ�VRPH�
���GD\V�RI�WKH�PRQWK�DQG�ZLWK�QXPEHUV�LQFUHDVLQJ�DV�WKH�GD\V�SDVVHG��ZLWK�D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI�����
(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th. Similarly, in May, birds were recorded on a daily basis with a peak 
FRXQW�RI�����(�RQ���0D\�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��)RU�D�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�VHH�
µ&RPPRQ�$UFWLF�7HUQ¶�RQ�SDJH����� The highest count away from the regular seawatching sites 
ZDV�RI�����URRVWLQJ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����$SU�DQG�WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�DJDLQ�RQ����0D\�DQG�WKH�EHVW�
LQODQG�FRXQW�ZDV�RI����ELUGV�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3V�RQ����$SU�
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%UHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV�ZDV�SRRU��1HVWLQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�QRWHG�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ���0D\�EXW�WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV��7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�DSSDUHQWO\�RFFXSLHG�QHVWV�DW�6WDNHV�,VODQG�
�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ�� 0D\�EXW��RQ���-XQ��DOO�QHVWV�WKHUH�ZHUH�WLGDOO\�ÀRRGHG�DQG�ORVW��$W�3DJKDP�
+EU�����SDLUV�QHVWHG�RQ�7HUQ�,VODQG�EXW�ZLWKRXW�VXFFHVV��$W�:DUQKDP�/15��WKUHH�MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH�
NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�ÀHGJHG�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPH�VXFFHVV�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV��ZKHUH�WZR�SDLUV�QHVWHG�RQ�
UDIWV�DQG�WKUHH�\RXQJ�ZHUH�EHLQJ�IHG�E\�DGXOWV�RQ���$XJ��$W�5\H�+EU��WKH�ELJJHVW�EUHHGLQJ�VLWH�
LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��F�����SDLUV�QHVWHG�EXW�VDGO\�ÀHGJLQJ�VXFFHVV�ZDV�QLO��GXH�WR�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�SRRU�
IRRG�VXSSO\��EDG�ZHDWKHU�DQG�SUHGDWLRQ��)LQDOO\�DW�QHDUE\�3HWW�/HYHO�WKHUH�ZHUH����DFWLYH�QHVWV�
EXW�QR�FRXQW�RI�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�

1XPEHUV�GHFOLQHG�TXLFNO\�LQ�$XJXVW��WKH�ODVW�ELJ�FRXQW�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RQ���6HS�ZKHQ�����
RIIVKRUH�DQG����:�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��$OWKRXJK�UHFRUGV�IURP�FRDVWDO�VLWHV�FRQWLQXHG�
XQWLO�WKH�PRQWK¶V�HQG��WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�IURP�DQ�LQODQG�VLWH�ZDV�RI�WZR�MXYHQLOHV�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�
RQ�WKH���th��7KHUH�ZDV�RQO\�RQH�UHFRUG�LQ�2FWREHU�RI���(�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th, nine days earlier 
WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�GDWH�

For an analysis of the records for Arctic, Common and “Commic” Terns see Arctic/Common 
7HUQ�EHORZ��>$+@

5RVHDWH�7HUQV��5\H�+DUERXU��-XQH�������%DUU\�<DWHV�

Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii

Very scarce passage migrant and non-breeding summer visitor. Red listed species of 

high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KHUH� ZHUH� WKUHH� DFFHSWHG� UHFRUGV�� �� (� ZLWK� µ&RPPLF¶� 7HUQV� DW� %LUOLQJ� *DS� RQ� ���0D\�
�'&��-)&��%.���RQH��VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG��DW�5\H�+EU�IURP���WR���-XQ��%-<���DQRWKHU��DOVR�
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SKRWRJUDSKHG��DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����-XQ��$-.���7KHVH�DUH�W\SLFDO�DUULYDO�GDWHV��VRPH�����RI�DOO�ELUGV�
RQ�UHFRUG�DUULYH�LQ�0D\�RU�-XQH��7KH�YHU\�HDUOLHVW�DUULYDO�ZDV�RQ����)HE������EXW�PRUH�W\SLFDO�
HDUOLHVW�GDWHV�ZRXOG�EH����DQG����$SU�DV�LQ�������2Q�UHWXUQ��PRVW�KDYH�GHSDUWHG�E\�DERXW���6HS�
DQG�RQO\�D�IHZ�ODWHU�VWUDJJOHUV�IROORZ��WKH�ODWHVW�GHSDUWXUH�RQ�UHFRUG�ZDV���2FW�������>-$+@

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea

Uncertain, but probably a fairly common spring and autumn passage migrant. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern. 

5HFRUGV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�DUH�DOZD\V�UHODWLYHO\�IHZ�DV�WKH�PDMRULW\�DUH�UHFRUGHG�DV�³&RPPLF´�
7HUQV�DW�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VHDZDWFKLQJ�ORFDOLWLHV��2QH�À\LQJ�HDVW�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���$SU�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW��
WKUHH�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�DUULYDO�GDWH��7KHUHDIWHU�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHJXODU�UHSRUWV�IURP�
WKH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�ZLWK�WKH�ELJJHVW�WRWDO�EHLQJ����UHFRUGHG�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU��D�GD\�ZLWK�
D�ELJ�PRYHPHQW�RI�µ&RPPLF¶�7HUQV��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ
92 74 5 - 22 4 1

0LGVXPPHU�UHFRUGV�LQYROYHG���(�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ���-XQ�DQG���(�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH�
��th��7KH�DERYH�WDEOH�VKRZV�WKDW�IHZ�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�ODWH�VXPPHU�DQG�DXWXPQ�PRQWKV��7KH�¿UVW�
UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQW�ZDV�RQH�DW�:HVW�:LWWHULQJ�RQ����$XJ��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�WHQ�DW�%ULJKWRQ�
0DULQD�RQ����$XJ�DQG����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th. Otherwise, only ones or twos were noted, 
LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�EHWZHHQ����DQG����$XJ��7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�MXYHQLOH�ELUG�
DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ���2FW�����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�
date.  

For an analysis of the records for Arctic, Common and “Commic” Terns see Arctic/Common 
7HUQ�EHORZ��>$+@

Common/Arctic Tern Sterna hirundo/paradisaea

$�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�&RPPRQ�DQG�$UFWLF�7HUQV�SDVVLQJ�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�DUH�LGHQWL¿HG�VLPSO\�
as “Commic” Terns, due to the problems in identifying and separating the two species at distance 
or in poor visibility. This summary, however, combines the records of Common, Arctic and 
“Commic” Terns to give an overview of, principally, the spring and autumn passages of these 
species. 

The totals recorded at each of the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ
E W E W E W E W E W E W E W E W

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 8 - 3051 20 2452 19 173 101 40 87 147 321 - 114 - -
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� - - 2009 15 963 - 37 11 22 10 35 65 1 13 1 5
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ - - 245 - 6 - 30 - 1 - - - 8 1 1 -
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ - - 4477 - 2072 - 43 - - - 71 - 16 - - -
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 3 - 2052 - 1485 - - - - - - - 2 - - -
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Peak passage occurred in late April/early May as demonstrated in the following table showing 
GHWDLOV� IRU� WKH�GD\V�ZKHQ�PRUH� WKDQ�����HDVWERXQG�ELUGV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� �WLPH�ZDWFKHG� WR� WKH�
nearest hour in parentheses):

ϭϴ��Ɖƌ Ϯϯ��Ɖƌ Ϯϱ��Ɖƌ Ϯϲ��Ɖƌ Ϯϳ��Ɖƌ ϯϬ��Ɖƌ ϭ�DĂǇ Ϯ�DĂǇ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 69 (5) 1277 (8) 778 (11) 27 (7) 51 (7) 526 (15) 1012 (10) 106 (3)
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 60 (1) 835 (6) 1083 (8) 4 (2) 1 (2) 8 (4) 631 (5) 135 (3)
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 855 (6) 1930 (14) 648 (14) 353 (8) 345 (6) 207 (14) 1642 (4) 198 (1)
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 0 (1) 226 (4) 0 (3) 4 (2) 0 (1) 0 (2) 0 (1) 0 (1)
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ - 2 (4) 1374 (10) 179 (6) 355 (4) 119 (8) 42 (2) 878 (3)

7KH�EHVW�GD\�ZDV����$SU��ZKHQ������SDVVHG�6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG������SDVVHG�6SODVK�3RLQW��WKRXJK�
WKH� EHVW� GD\� IRU�:RUWKLQJ� DQG�%LUOLQJ�*DS�ZDV� WZR�GD\V� ODWHU��ZLWK� WRWDOV� RI� ����� DQG������
ELUGV�UHVSHFWLYHO\�GXH��SRVVLEO\��WR�WKH�ELUGV�IROORZLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQW�WUDFN�XS�FKDQQHO�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�
ORFDO�ZLQGV��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�IRXU�¿JXUH�WRWDOV�ZHUH�RQ���0D\�ZKHQ������SDVVHG�6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG�
�����ELUGV�SDVVHG�6SODVK�3RLQW��$IWHU���0D\��ZKHQ�����(�SDVVHG�6HOVH\�%LOO��IHZ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�
DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VPDOO��ODWHU�VXUJH�QRWHG�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RI�����(�RQ����0D\�DQG�����RQ�WKH�
��th.

$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�UHFRUGV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW��GXULQJ�VSULQJ�HDVWZDUGV�SDVVDJH�IURP����0DU�WR����
0D\�D�MRLQW�WRWDO�RI�VRPH��������$UFWLF��&RPPRQ�DQG�³&RPPLF´�7HUQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��RI�ZKLFK�
WKHUH�ZHUH�����$UFWLFV�������&RPPRQV�DQG������³&RPPLFV´�H[FHHGLQJ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI�
�����IRU�WKH�ODWWHU�

7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZ�UHSRUWV�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�$XJXVW��7KH�RQO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV��ERWK�IURP�6HOVH\�
%LOO��ZHUH�RI�����:�RQ����$XJ�DQG�����(�DQG����:�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�
RI���:�SDVW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ���2FW��VRPH����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�
GDWH��>$+@

Common Guillemot Uria aalge

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; formerly bred. Amber listed species 

of medium conservation concern.

7KH�PLQLPXP�WRWDO�IRU�WKH�\HDU�RI�����ZDV�MXVW�XQGHU�KDOI�RI�WKDW�IRU�������������DQG�EHORZ�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI������7KH�DQQXDO�WRWDOV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WHQ�\HDUV�KDYH�VKRZQ�PDMRU�ÀXFWXDWLRQV�
UDQJLQJ�IURP�����LQ������WR������ODVW�\HDU��7KH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�IRU������VKRZQ�EHORZ�
KDYH�EHHQ�FDOFXODWHG�XVLQJ�WKH�VDPH�PHWKRG�DV�IRU�5HG�WKURDWHG�'LYHU�����

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
DŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 115 27 273 17 20 12 - 1 5 24 122 32
WĞĂŬ�ŶŽ͘ 19 2 191 4 4 2 - 1 2 16 45 5
WĞĂŬ�ĚĂƚĞ 15th 21st 17th 5th 5th 5th - 27th 26th 21st 20th 27th

The totals recorded at four seawatching sites are shown in the table below. Duplication will 
KDYH�RFFXUUHG�ZLWK�ELUGV�LQ�ÀLJKW�EHLQJ�VHHQ�DW�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�ORFDWLRQ�RU�UHPDLQLQJ�RIIVKRUH�DW�D�
site for more than one day so no attempt should be made to total the rows or columns.  
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:ĂŶͲ&Ğď DĂƌͲDĂǇ :ƵŶͲ:Ƶů �ƵŐͲKĐƚ EŽǀͲ�ĞĐ
E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 2 - 2 3 6 15 1 - 6 16 3 2 4 11 93
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� - 3 8 - - 1 - - 1 - - 2 1 - 1
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ� 23 6 8 231 45 3 1 - - 3 7 - 23 5 -
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 21 3 2 17 47 3 3 1 - - 1 - - - -

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�IRXU�GDWHV�RQ�ZKLFK�PRYHPHQWV�LQYROYHG�PRUH�
WKDQ�WHQ�ELUGV��WZLFH�LQ�-DQ�DQG�WZLFH�LQ�0DU��7KH�ODUJHVW�RI�WKHVH�LQYROYHG����:�DW�5RFN�D�1RUH�
�+DVWLQJV��RQ���-DQ�DQG�����(�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ����0DU��7KH�ODUJHVW�RIIVKRUH�JDWKHULQJV�UHFRUGHG�
GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�ZHUH�RI����RII�%H[KLOO�RQ����-DQ�DQG����RII�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����0DU��7KHUH�
ZHUH�QR�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�LQ�$SULO��0D\�RU�-XQH�DQG�QR�UHFRUGV�DW�DOO�LQ�-XO\��7KH�RQO\�$XJXVW�
UHFRUG�ZDV�RI���:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th. Numbers remained low throughout September and 
WKH�RQO\�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�LQ�2FWREHU�ZDV�RI����(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���st. This location also 
UHFRUGHG�WKH�WZR�ODUJHVW�FRXQWV�LQ�1RYHPEHU�ZLWK����:�RQ�WKH���th and 23 W on the 22nd. The 
low numbers continued throughout December with Selsey Bill observers recording totals of only 
��(�DQG����:�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK��7KH�ODUJHVW�RIIVKRUH�JDWKHULQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�\HDU�
ZDV����RII�%H[KLOO�RQ����1RY�

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUGV�RI�ELUGV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�RSHQ�VHD�ZHUH�VLQJOHV�LQ�6RXWKZLFN�&DQDO�RQ����-DQ�
DQG�LQVLGH�%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�RQ����1RY��>'++@��

Razorbill Alca torda

Common winter visitor and fairly common passage migrant; formerly bred. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�PLQLPXP�WRWDO�IRU�WKH�\HDU�RI������ZDV�RQO\�RQH�¿IWK�RI�WKH������WRWDO��������DQG�MXVW�KDOI�
RI�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI�������$V�ZLWK�WKH�SUHYLRXV�VSHFLHV��WKH�DQQXDO�WRWDOV�RI�5D]RUELOOV�KDYH�
ÀXFWXDWHG�ZLGHO\�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WHQ�\HDUV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�����LQ������WR������LQ�������7KH�PLQLPXP�
PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�GXULQJ������DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
DŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 289 393 149 53 29 17 - - 3 4 89 49
WĞĂŬ�ŶŽ͘ 42 83 77 8 7 4 - - 1 3 47 6
WĞĂŬ�ĚĂƚĞ 14th 8th 3rd 22nd 5th 15th - - 25th 28th 22nd 29th

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�PRQWKO\�PD[LPD�ZHUH����(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ����-DQ�����
(� DW�:RUWKLQJ� RQ� �� )HE� DQG� ���(� DW� 6SODVK� � 3RLQW� �6HDIRUG�� RQ� ��0DU��7KH� ODUJHVW� RIIVKRUH�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQV� LQ� WKH� SHULRG�ZHUH� ��� RII� %H[KLOO� DQG� ��� RII�:RUWKLQJ� RQ� ��� -DQ� DQG� ��� RII�
%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�RQ����0DU��7KH�RQO\�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�LQ�WKH�PRQWKV�$SULO±-XQH�ZDV�RI����:�
DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU�DQG�WKH�ODVW�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI���:�RQ����-XQ�DOVR�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��7KHUH�
ZHUH�QR�UHFRUGV�LQ�HLWKHU�-XO\�RU�$XJXVW��7KH�QH[W�UHFRUG�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO����6HSW�ZLWK���(�SDVW�
6HOVH\�%LOO�EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�XQWLO�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�1RYHPEHU��WKH�KLJKHVW�
being on the 22nd�ZLWK����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�DQG����(�RII�6SODVK�3RLQW��1XPEHUV�UHPDLQHG�ORZ�XQWLO�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�QR�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�LQ�'HFHPEHU��7KH�ODUJHVW�RIIVKRUH�FRXQWV�DW�WKLV�
WLPH�ZHUH�RI�WHQ�RII�ERWK�%H[KLOO�DQG�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����1RY�DQG����LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ����'HF�
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The totals recorded at four seawatching locations are shown below but, due to probable 
duplication of sightings between sites, no attempt should be made to total the rows or columns.     

:ĂŶͲ&Ğď DĂƌͲDĂǇ :ƵŶͲ:Ƶů �ƵŐͲKĐƚ EŽǀͲ�ĞĐ
E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 7 3 45 10 3 58 2 - 4 5 - - 9 3 56
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 118 83 243 3 1 14 3 - - 1 - - 10 - 14
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ�;^ĞĂĨŽƌĚͿ 64 7 66 127 72 - 11 - - 1 - - 51 - -
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 171 11 76 2 43 - 2 - - - - - - - -

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�RSHQ�VHD�ZDV�RI�WZR�LQ�%ULJKWRQ�0DULQD�RQ����
)HE��>'++@

Little Auk Alle alle

Very scarce autumn passage migrant and winter visitor.

7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�QR�VLJQL¿FDQW�QXPEHUV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�VLQFH������DQG�WKLV�\HDU�WKHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�
WZR�UHFRUGV�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV��7KH�¿UVW�ZDV���:�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����1RY��-:'�et al.) and the other 
ZDV���:�SDVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���'HF��-$1���>'++@�

Auk species

7KH�DQQXDO�WRWDO�RI��������ZDV�RQO\�D�WKLUG�RI�WKH������¿JXUH����������DQG�ZHOO�EHORZ�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI���������7KH�WDEOH�EHORZ�VKRZV�WKH�PRQWKO\� WRWDOV�ZKLFK�LQFOXGH�WKRVH�IRU�
&RPPRQ� *XLOOHPRWV�� 5D]RUELOOV� DQG� DXNV� ZKLFK� ZHUH� QRW� LGHQWL¿HG� WR� VSHFLHV�� 'XH� WR� WKH�
LQHYLWDEOH�GXSOLFDWLRQ�RI�VLJKWLQJV�WKH�¿JXUHV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�WDNHQ�DV�DQ�DFFXUDWH�DVVHVVPHQW�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
DŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 2143 13,181 1391 517 395 90 2 4 32 190 1458 990
WĞĂŬ�ŶŽ͘ 214W 1696E 292E 262W 45W 9W 1 2W 7W 43E 144E 58E
WĞĂŬ�ĚĂƚĞ 28th 6th 17th 28th 5th 5th 1st 25th 25th 28th 22nd 14th

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�WRWDOV�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ�

:ĂŶͲ&Ğď DĂƌͲDĂǇ :ƵŶͲ:Ƶů �ƵŐͲKĐƚ EŽǀͲ�ĞĐ
E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W E o/s W

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 128 3 416 109 9 569 15 1 31 81 3 23 171 14 426
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ� 900 86 3407 28 1 187 11 - - 39 - 22 290 3 489
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 4557 127 2898 30 23 25 2 - - 9 7 11 74 25 24
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ 480 15 754 638 118 20 19 - 1 31 7 - 471 5 38
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 1007 32 300 281 93 4 7 1 4 - - - 20 - 27



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 
117 

 Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Systematic list 125

,Q� WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU� SHULRG�� DOWKRXJK� WKHUH�ZHUH����GDWHV�RQ�ZKLFK� WKUHH�¿JXUH� FRXQWV�ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG� �WZR� LQ� -DQXDU\�� ��� LQ�)HEUXDU\� DQG�RQH� LQ�0DUFK��� WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\� WZR�GDWHV�ZLWK�
IRXU�¿JXUH�FRXQWV��7KH�WZR�ODUJHVW�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�-DQXDU\�ZHUH������(�DQG�����:�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�
�6HDIRUG��RQ�WKH���th�DQG����(�DQG�����:�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�ZLWK����(�DQG�����:�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�
RQ�WKH���th. 

,Q�)HEUXDU\�WKHUH�ZHUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�PRYHPHQWV�RQ�VHYHQ�GDWHV�ZLWK�¿YH�EHLQJ�ODUJHO\�FRQ¿QHG�
to the Worthing–Telscombe Cliffs area and these are summarised in the table below. The two 
RWKHU�PDLQ�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�)HEUXDU\�ZHUH����(�DQG�����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����(�DW�
Birling Gap on the 23rd��7KH�RQO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�PRYHPHQW�LQ�0DUFK�RFFXUUHG�RQ�WKH���th�ZLWK�����(�
DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�DQG�����(�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�

&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ
5 6 20 21 22

E W E W E W E W E W
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 152 666 39 440 139 515 27 612 33 619
dĞůƐĐŽŵďĞ��ůŝīƐ 1659 783 1696 136 nc nc 76 376 nc nc

 
$�ODWH�$SULO�PRYHPHQW�RII�6HOVH\�%LOO�LQYROYHG���(�DQG�����:�RQ�WKH���th but numbers declined 

after that and remained disappointingly low for the remainder of the year. Few large offshore 
JDWKHULQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�EHLQJ�����RII�/DQFLQJ�RQ����)HE�����
RII�6HDIRUG�RQ����0DU�����RII�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����DQG����1RY�DQG�����LQ�5\H�%D\�RQ����'HF���

:KHUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�LGHQWL¿HG��5D]RUELOOV�RXWQXPEHUHG�&RPPRQ�*XLOOHPRWV�E\�D�
UDWLR�RI��������5D]RUELOOV�KDYH�RXWQXPEHUHG�&RPPRQ�*XLOOHPRWV�HYHU\�\HDU�VLQFH������DOWKRXJK�
WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�ZLGH�YDULDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�UDWLR�RI�WKH�WZR�VSHFLHV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�������WR��������>'++@�

Feral Pigeon Columba livia

Common resident.

7KLV� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP����� WHWUDGV� DFURVV� WKH� FRXQW\�� )ORFN� VL]HV� JHQHUDOO\�ZHUH�
XQUHPDUNDEOH�� WKH� ODUJHVW�ZDV�����DW�3UHVWRQ�3DUN� �%ULJKWRQ��RQ����)HE�DQG� WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�
VHYHQ�RWKHU�UHFRUGV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����ELUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��'XULQJ�WKH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�
RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��WKH�PD[LPXP�RI����LQ�:HVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�
���-DQ�

7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV��7KH�RQO\�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU�UHFRUGV�RI�QRWH�ZHUH�
���ELUGV�LQ�+RYH�RQ����$SU�DQG�WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�DW�WKH�FHPHWHU\�DW�:KLWHKDZN��%ULJKWRQ��RQ�
���-XQ�

,Q� WKH� DXWXPQ� VRPH� ODUJHU� JDWKHULQJV� LQFOXGHG� ���� LQ� FHQWUDO�%ULJKWRQ� RQ� ��� 6HS�� ,Q� WKH�
VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��RI�¿YH�UHFRUGV�RI�QXPEHUV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI������WKH�ODUJHVW�ZHUH�����DW�5RGPHOO�
RQ����1RY��WKH�KLJKHVW�VLQJOH�GD\�FRXQW�VLQFH������������LQ�FHQWUDO�%ULJKWRQ�RQ���'HF������DW�
1HZKDYHQ�RQ����1RY�DQG�����DW�%H[KLOO�RQ���'HF��'XULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�WKH�6:%6�WRWDO�ZDV�����
VHHQ�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�WKH�PD[LPXP�EHLQJ�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�PHQWLRQHG�
����DW�5RGPHOO��>$+3@
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Stock Dove Columba oenas

Common resident and possible winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

5HFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\��MXVW�RYHU�KDOI�WKH�QXPEHU�ODVW�
\HDU��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�����ELUGV�LQ�WKH�%UHGH�9DOOH\�RQ���-DQ��2WKHU�
QRWDEOH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�ZHUH�D�ÀRFN�RI����DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ����-DQ������DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����
)HE�DQG�����DW�+DVWLQJV�&3�RQ����0DU��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����
WHWUDGV�RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�:HVWERXUQH��(PVZRUWK��RQ���)HE���
7KH�ODUJHVW�$SULO�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�ZDV�RI�����ELUGV�DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ���$SU���

'XULQJ� WKH� EUHHGLQJ� VHDVRQ�� EUHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� ��� WHWUDGV� �FRPSDUHG�ZLWK� ��� ODVW�
\HDU��DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����2Q���-DQ�D�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�VLWWLQJ�RXWVLGH�DQ�RZO�ER[�DW�
1HS�7RZQ��+HQ¿HOG���7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�FRXUWVKLS�ZDV�RQ���0DU�DW�)HUULQJ�5LIH�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�
UHFRUG�RI�D�FDOOLQJ�PDOH�ZDV�RQ����0DU�DW�/DG\ZHOO��&RRPEHV���$OWKRXJK�D�JRRG�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�
was reported at Whitehawk (Brighton), considerably fewer breeding records were received than 
ODVW�\HDU��2XW�RI����QHVWV�IRU�ZKLFK�GHWDLO�ZDV�SURYLGHG�����ZHUH�LQ�RZO�ER[HV�DQG�RQH�ZDV�LQ�D�
EDUQ�URRI��6L[�QHVWV�FRQWDLQHG�WZR�HJJV�RU�FKLFNV��WKUHH�QHVWV�FRQWDLQHG�MXVW�RQH��DQG�WZR�QHVWV�
FRQWDLQHG�FROG�RU�GHVHUWHG�HJJV��2Q����0D\�D�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�,V¿HOG�DW�D�QHVW�KROH�LQ�DQ�RDN�WUHH�
SUHYLRXVO\�RFFXSLHG�E\�/LWWOH�2ZOV��7KH�RQO\�UHSRUW�RI�MXYHQLOHV�ZDV�RI�D�IHZ�SUHVHQW�LQ�D�ÀRFN�
RI����VHHQ�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�RQ����-XQ�

7KH�¿UVW� LQGLFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�EXLOG�XS�RI�ÀRFNV�DIWHU� WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�ZDV�D�ÀRFN�RI����DW�
7KRUQH\� ,VODQG�RQ��� -XQ�� DQG� WKH� -XQH�PD[LPXP� IRU�3HWW�/HYHO�ZDV����ELUGV�� ,Q�$XJXVW� WKH�
PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�ZDV����RQ�WKH���th��7KHUHDIWHU�QR�VL]HDEOH�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�XQWLO�2FWREHU�ZKHQ����ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�&ROZRUWK�)P��&KLOJURYH��RQ�WKH��th�DQG�����DW�3HWW�
/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��$�ÀRFN�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�)DLUOLJKW�*OHQ�RQ���1RY��'XULQJ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�
PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�DW�+DVWLQJV�IURP���$XJ�WR����1RY�QR�OHVV�WKDQ�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�ZLWK�D�
KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQW�RI�����:�RQ���1RY��7KH�ODUJHVW�'HFHPEHU�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�ZDV����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�
WKH���th��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�RQO\����RXW�RI�����WHWUDGV�VXUYH\HG��
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�2YLQJ�RQ����'HF��>&-5@

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

Abundant resident and winter visitor. 

7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��DERXW�KDOI�RI�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�WHWUDGV�DQG�
����RI�WKRVH�IRU�ZKLFK�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�������,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKH�RQO\�IRXU�
¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�IURP�:DUQKDP�/15��WKH�KLJKHVW�ZDV�RI������RQ����-DQ��7KUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�D�IXUWKHU����VLWHV��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����
RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�1RUWKFKDSHO�RQ����)HE���

)RU� VXFK� D� ZLGHVSUHDG� VSHFLHV� EUHHGLQJ� ZDV� RQO\� FRQ¿UPHG� IURP� HLJKW� WHWUDGV� DQG� ZDV�
SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�¿UVW�QHVW�ZDV�QRWHG�RQ����$SU�DW�2I¿QJWRQ��:RUWKLQJ��DQG�ÀHGJHG�
\RXQJ�¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�DW�:HVW�7DUULQJ��:RUWKLQJ��RQ����0D\�

$XWXPQ�SDVVDJH� FRPPHQFHG� VHULRXVO\�ZLWK� ����:�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ� ���2FW�� IROORZHG�
E\������:�WKHUH�RQ����2FW�DQG������DW� WKH�VDPH�VLWH� WKH�QH[W�GD\��3HUKDSV�SHUYHUVHO\�������
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�À\LQJ�HDVW�DW�5RWWLQJGHDQ�RQ�WKH���th��$OVR�RQ�WKH���th, observers at Selsey Bill 
UHFRUGHG�WKH�KHDYLHVW�SDVVDJH�ZLWK��������À\LQJ�VRXWK�������ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�%XOORFN�'RZQ�
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�%HDFK\�+HDG�� DQG������DW�+RO\ZHOO� �(DVWERXUQH��� ERWK�ZLWKRXW� DQ\�QRWH�RI�ÀLJKW�GLUHFWLRQ��
7KLV�PRYHPHQW�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�HDUO\�1RYHPEHU�ZLWK������:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��rd�������:�
DW�+DVWLQJV�DQG������:�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��th��DQG��RQ�WKH��th�������:�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�DQG�
�����:�DW�+DVWLQJV��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�DQ�XQUHPDUNDEOH�SDVVDJH�ZDV�RI������:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�
���1RY��7KUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�DW�VRPH����RWKHU�VLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWHU�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�&REEDUQ��(ULGJH��RQ���'HF��>$+3@

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Very common resident.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��MXVW�RYHU�KDOI�WKH�QXPEHU�IRU�ODVW�\HDU��7KHUH�ZHUH�
QLQH�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ�RI����DW�&RZGHQ�
RQ����-DQ��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�3RUWVODGH�RQ���-DQ�DQG�3HDFHKDYHQ�RQ�WKH���th.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�RQO\�IRXU�WHWUDGV�EXW�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����(YLGHQFH�ZDV�
YHU\�OLPLWHG��D�SDLU�ZDV�VHHQ�PDWLQJ�RQ����-DQ�DW�:HVW�7DUULQJ��:RUWKLQJ��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�DGXOW�
RQ�D�QHVW�RQ�3ODWIRUP���DW�:RUWKLQJ�6WDWLRQ�RQ����-DQ�ZLWK�D�GHDG�FKLFN�RQ�WKH�SODWIRUP�EHQHDWK���
Fledged young were recorded at Arlington Res and Frant. Numbers during the spring, summer 
DQG�DXWXPQ�SHULRGV�ZHUH��DJDLQ��RFFDVLRQDOO\�LQ�GRXEOH�¿JXUHV�����DW�%DWWOH�RQ����2FW�ZDV�WKH�
highest count recorded.

'XULQJ� WKH� VHFRQG�ZLQWHU� SHULRG�� DSDUW� IURP� D� FRXQW� RI� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� DW�&UXWFKHV�)P�
�:LQFKHOVHD��RQ����1RY��WKH�RQO\�RWKHU�FRXQWV�RI�QRWH�ZHUH����DW�1HZKDYHQ�7LGH�0LOOV�RQ����1RY�
DQG����DW�:RRGLQJGHDQ�RQ�WKH���th��7KHUH�ZHUH�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�IURP�RQO\�¿YH�RWKHU�VLWHV���
'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�5RGPHOO�RQ����1RY��>$+3@

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

Scarce but declining summer visitor and passage migrant. Red listed species of high 

conservation concern.

7XUWOH�'RYHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��D�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�F�����RQ�ODVW�\HDU¶V����WHWUDGV���
7KH� ¿UVW� DUULYDO� RI� WKH� \HDU�ZDV� D� ELUG� DW� &KLFKHVWHU� RQ� WKH� UHODWLYHO\� HDUO\� GDWH� RI� ���0DU��
nearly three weeks HDUOLHU� WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI���$SU��IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�0DUFK�
ELUG�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th��7KHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�WKUHH�$SULO�UHFRUGV��WKUHH�ÀHZ�RYHU�6OLSH�)LHOG�
�3DJKDP��RQ�WKH���th and were followed by other individuals at West Tarring (Worthing) on the 
��th�DQG�.LQJV�6WDQGLQJ��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ�WKH���th. Sightings were then received on an almost 
GDLO\�EDVLV�GXULQJ�0D\�ZLWK�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�RI�IRXU�DW�6RXWKERXUQH��(PVZRUWK��RQ����0D\��IRXU�
DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����0D\��IRXU�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���st�DQG�IRXU�DW�.QHSS�(VWDWH��6KLSOH\��RQ�
WKH���th��FRQVHUYDWLYHO\��DQ�HVWLPDWHG����LQGLYLGXDOV�DUULYHG�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK��7KH�KLJKHVW�-XQH�
UHFRUG�ZDV�IRU�IRXU�DW�'DUZHOO�5HV�RQ�WKH���th.

7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV�EXW�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�
E\�DW�OHDVW����SDLUV��¿YH�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�WZR�HDFK�DW�(PVZRUWK��)XQWLQJWRQ�DQG�
5\H�+EU��7KH�VXPPHU�SHULRG�ZDV�RQFH�DJDLQ�SRRU�ZLWK�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�RI�IRXU�DW�7LFHKXUVW�RQ���
-XO�DQG�IRXU�DW�:LQFKHOVHD�RQ�WKH��th followed by thirteen records for August.
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  Total...............:-  76 (7%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    0 (0%)
Probably breeding..:-   15 (1%)
Possibly breeding..:-   29 (3%)
Present only.......:-   32 (3%)

Turtle Dove, Pagham North Wall, May 2012 (Dorian Mason)

7KHUH�ZHUH� VL[� UHFRUGV� IRU�6HSWHPEHU� ���� LQ� ����� DQG� IRXU� LQ� �������7KHVH� LQFOXGHG� WZR�
sightings each from Winchelsea and Ashdown Forest and the last record of the year was of a 
MXYHQLOH�DW�%XUJHVV�+LOO�RQ����6HS��WKUHH�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI����6HS��>$+3@��
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Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri

Very scarce introduced resident.

7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WZR�VXEPLWWHG�UHFRUGV�IRU�������D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�6XPPHUVGDOH��&KLFKHVWHU) on 
��-DQ�DQG�WZR�DW�,¿HOG�03�RQ���2FW��7KH�8.�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�QRZ�HVWLPDWHG�WR�EH������SDLUV�GXULQJ�
the breeding season (British Birds 106������>$+3@�

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Fairly common but declining summer visitor. Red listed species of high conservation 

concern.

&XFNRRV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��6RPH�ELUGV�DUULYHG�HDUO\�ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�DUULYDO�KHDUG�
RQ����0DU�DW�+RUVH�(\H�/HYHO��3HYHQVH\���RYHU�D�ZHHN�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI���
Apr, probably due to the unusually warm March. A further four records were received for March: 
IURP�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�RQ� WKH���th��$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ� WKH���th��5\H�+EU�RQ� WKH���th and Ashdown 
)RUHVW�RQ�WKH���st��%LUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�DUULYLQJ�GDLO\�IURP���$SU�DQG�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK�
UHSRUWV�KDG�EHHQ�UHFHLYHG�RI�D�WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�DW�����VLWHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\��DOWKRXJK�VRPH�
GXSOLFDWLRQ�LV�SRVVLEOH���7KH�SHDN�$SULO�FRXQW�ZDV����RQ�WKH���st. The number of reports for April 
ZDV�GRZQ�DERXW�����FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��EXW�ELUGV�ZHUH�VWLOO�DUULYLQJ�LQ�0D\�DQG�
RQ�WKH��th�D�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�À\LQJ�LQ�RII�WKH�VHD�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��D�GD\�RI�KHDY\�SDVVHULQH�DUULYDO�WKHUH�

Common Cuckoo, Old Lodge, May 2012 (Neil Cheeseman)

$�ODUJH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�UHFRUGV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�PRQWKV�RI�$SULO��0D\�DQG�-XQH�
IROORZLQJ�ZKLFK�UHSRUWV�UHGXFHG�LQ�QXPEHU�E\�WKH�VHFRQG�ZHHN�RI�-XQH��$W�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�WKH�
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PD[LPXP�FRXQW�IRU�0D\�ZDV�¿YH�PDOHV�DQG�WZR�IHPDOHV�DQG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�WKH�DQQXDO�EUHHGLQJ�
FRXQW�WRWDO�ZDV�VHYHQ��$W�3HWW�/HYHO�WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�IRU�0D\�DQG�-XQH�ZDV�IRXU�ELUGV��

'XULQJ� WKH� EUHHGLQJ� VHDVRQ�� EUHHGLQJ� ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� DW� WKUHH� VLWHV�� DW� 3HWW� /HYHO� DQG� DW�
0HGPHUU\�D�ÀHGJOLQJ�ZDV�REVHUYHG�EHLQJ�IHG�E\�5HHG�:DUEOHUV�DQG�DW�+HQ¿HOG�D�\RXQJ�&XFNRR�
ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�D�JDUGHQ�KHGJH�EHLQJ�IHG�E\�D�'XQQRFN�RQ����-XO��5HFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�RI�SUREDEOH�
EUHHGLQJ�IURP����VLWHV������RI�WKHVH�VLWHV�ZHUH�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�EXW�JLYHQ�WKH�ODUJH�WHUULWRULHV�
RI�PDOH�&XFNRRV��WKHUH�LV�XQGRXEWHGO\�VRPH�GXSOLFDWLRQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����UHSRUWV�
RI�VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\��$W�5\H�+EU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�VL[�VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�
throughout the breeding season. At Thorney Island four males held territories. At Climping Gap, 
DQ�DGXOW�ZDV�VHHQ�À\LQJ�DURXQG�FORVH�WR�UHHG�EHGV�RFFXSLHG�E\�5HHG�:DUEOHUV�RQ���-XQ���

$�MXYHQLOH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�:RRGV�0LOO��+HQ¿HOG��RQ����-XO��DQG�DQRWKHU�ZDV�SUHVHQW�DW�/LGVH\�
/RGJH�RYHU�IRXU�GD\V�LQ�ODWH�$XJXVW��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�DQ�DGXOW�ELUG�RQ�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�ZDV�RQ����
-XQ��2QO\�IRXU�UHSRUWV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IRU�-XO\��WKUHH�IRU�$XJXVW�DQG�WZR�IRU�6HSWHPEHU��7KH�ODVW�
WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�ERWK�VHHQ�RQ����6HS��DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�DQG�/LGVH\�/RGJH��HLJKW�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�
WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����6HS��>&-5@

Barn Owl Tyto alba

Fairly common resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. 

Schedule 1 species.

7KH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\� WRWDOV� RI� FDVXDO� VLJKWLQJV�� H[FOXGLQJ� YLVLWV� IRU� ULQJLQJ� DQG� DW� GDLO\�
monitored reserves, were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 20 12 17 10 23 23 9 12 12 13 18 30

,Q�:HVW� 6XVVH[� ���� EUHHGLQJ� DWWHPSWV�ZHUH� UHSRUWHG�� RI�ZKLFK� ���ZHUH� LQ� QHVW� ER[HV� RQ�
WUHHV�DQG����LQ�QHVW�ER[HV�LQ�EDUQV�RU�RWKHU�EXLOGLQJV��$�SDLU�QHVWHG�LQ�D�QDWXUDO�WUHH�KROH�DQG�
DQRWKHU�EHWZHHQ�EDOHV� LQ� D� VWDFN��$�QHVW�ER[�DW�.QHSS�FRQWDLQHG�D� FOXWFK�RI� WHQ�HJJV��ZKLFK�
ZDV� ODWHU� GHVHUWHG�� ,Q� (DVW� 6XVVH[� ��� EUHHGLQJ� DWWHPSWV�ZHUH� UHSRUWHG�� ���ZHUH� LQ� ER[HV� RQ�
WUHHV�� QLQH� LQ� ER[HV� RQ� SROHV� DQG� VHYHQ� LQ� ER[HV� LQ� EDUQV�� %UHHGLQJ�ZDV� VXVSHFWHG� DW� D� IHZ�
RWKHU�VLWHV�WKURXJKRXW�6XVVH[�EXW�QRW�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�D�OLFHQFH�KROGHU��%URRG�VL]H�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�
low and several nest failures were reported, associated with record rainfall during spring and 
early summer. The difference between west and east is consistent over recent years, but should 
EH� LQWHUSUHWHG�ZLWK�FDUH�DV� WKH� UHFRUGV� ODUJHO\�GHSHQG�RQ� WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�QHVW�ER[HV�DQG� WKH�
availability of observers to monitor them.

Four owls were reported dead on roads, and three different ringed birds were found dead at 
*DWZLFN�$LUSRUW��SUHVXPDEO\�KLW�E\�DLUFUDIW���>$%:@�

Little Owl Athene noctua

Fairly common resident.

7KLV� LQWURGXFHG� DQG� VHGHQWDU\� UHVLGHQW� ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP� ��� WHWUDGV� GXULQJ� WKH� \HDU��
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�����GXULQJ�������'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�UHFRUGV�FDPH�IURP�D�
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ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�VLWHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\�ZLWK�WKH�PDMRULW\�EHLQJ�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�LQ�IDYRXUHG�
breeding territories within downland, river valleys and on the coastal strip. One observer reported 
WKH�XQXVXDO�VLJKWLQJ�RI�D�/LWWOH�2ZO�KRYHULQJ�OLNH�D�.HVWUHO�DERXW�������IHHW�RII�WKH�JURXQG�EHVLGH�
a road at Ardingly.
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  Total...............:-  74 (7%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    5 (0%)
Probably breeding..:-    3 (0%)
Possibly breeding..:-    3 (0%)
Present only.......:-   63 (6%)

2QO\� ¿YH� SDLUV� ZHUH� FRQ¿UPHG� DV� EUHHGLQJ�� QHDU� 3DJKDP� +EU�� %DLOLIIVFRXUW� �&OLPSLQJ��
ZKHUH�WZR�DGXOWV�DQG�WZR�\RXQJ�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�SRVW�EUHHGLQJ��6RPSWLQJ��7URXWEHFN�
�(ULGJH��DQG�3HWW�/HYHO��D�WRWDO�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH�UHFHQW�DYHUDJH�RI�WHQ�SDLUV��%UHHGLQJ�
ZDV� SUREDEOH� RU� SRVVLEOH� DW� D� IXUWKHU� ¿YH� VLWHV��$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�� 6W�� /HRQDUGV� )RUHVW��
&XFN¿HOG��,V¿HOG�DQG�8FN¿HOG��0RVW�UHFRUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�ZHUH�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�RU�
pairs and the only other counts of higher numbers during the year were of three at Pagham North 
)LHOGV�RQ����$SU�DQG�IRXU�RQ�7KRUQH\�,VODQG��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����-XO�

:LWK� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� UHFRUGV� VR� ORZ� SRVW�EUHHGLQJ� GLVSHUVDO� ZDV� GLI¿FXOW� WR� GHWHFW� LQ� WKH�
GDWD�EXW� DW� ��� VLWHV� WKH�¿UVW� UHFRUG�RI� WKLV� VSHFLHV� IRU� WKH�\HDU�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP�6HSWHPEHU�
RQZDUGV��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHVH�VLWHV�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�KDOI�RI�WKH�FRXQW\��'XULQJ�1RYHPEHU�
and December the only records received were of single birds with many of these heard calling.  
For the second year running no birds were recorded at Beachy Head during the year, and some 
REVHUYHUV�FRPPHQWHG�WKDW�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�YHU\�ORZ���>'*@

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Fairly common or common resident.

7DZQ\�2ZOV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�VSUHDG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQW\��%LUGV�DSSHDUHG�WR�
EH�SUHVHQW�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUHYHU�VXLWDEOH�QHVWLQJ�KDELWDW�ZDV�DYDLODEOH��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�FDOOLQJ�ELUGV��PRVWO\�PDOHV�EXW�DOVR�VRPH�IHPDOHV��ZLWK�WKH�PD[LPXP�
QXPEHU�EHLQJ�WZR�DSSDUHQW�SDLUV�KHDUG�LQ�0RXQW¿HOG�RQ����)HE��

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�RQO\�VL[�WHWUDGV��FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�DYHUDJH�RI����RYHU�WKH�ODVW�¿YH�
years, and was probable in a further nine. This species was also recorded from an additional 22 
WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��FI�����LQ�������$W�%RUGHQ��5RJDWH��D�SDLU�XVLQJ�D�QHVW�ER[�
ODLG�WKUHH�HJJV�ZLWK�WZR�RI�WKHVH�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�DV�KDWFKLQJ�RQ����DQG����$SU�UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KH�
¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�\RXQJ�OHDYLQJ�WKH�QHVW�FDPH�IURP�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����0D\�ZKHQ�RQH�YHU\�ODUJH�
GRZQ\�FKLFN�ZDV�VHHQ��MRLQHG�E\�D�VLEOLQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��$W�:HVW�'HDQ�WZR�DGXOWV�ZLWK�IRXU�
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MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH� KHDUG� LQ� ODWH� -XQH� DQG� DQ� HVWLPDWHG� IRXU� SDLUV� EUHG� DW� 3HWW�/HYHO�PDUNLQJ� WKH�
highest counts of the year.  
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  Total...............:- 150 (14%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    6 (1%)
Probably breeding..:-    9 (1%)
Possibly breeding..:-   22 (2%)
Present only.......:-  113 (11%)

2YHU�����RI�WKH�UHFRUGV�RI�ELUGV�KHDUG�FDOOLQJ�RFFXUUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�DQG�DXWXPQ��7KLUW\�
VHYHQ�WHWUDGV�UHFHLYHG�WKHLU�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�DIWHU�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�
many of these birds heard as they became more territorial in the autumn. During this period 
the highest counts were of threes at both Chelwood Gate and Bignor Hill. Birds were recorded 
URRVWLQJ�LQ�D�%DUQ�2ZO�ER[�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�YDULHW\�RI�WUHHV�LQFOXGLQJ�3RSODU��1RUZD\�6SUXFH��<HZ��
Leylandii and Scots Pine. An unringed bird found dead at Chichester GP was the only reported 
URDG�FDVXDOW\��>'*@

Long-eared Owl Asio otus

Scarce resident and very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.

%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\�WKUHH�VLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�QRQH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG��FRQWLQXLQJ�WKH�GUDPDWLF�GHFOLQH�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�VLQFH������ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����
sites during the year.

'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�RQH�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�XSULJKW�DQG�DOHUW�LQ�WKH�FDUULDJHZD\�RI�WKH�$���
WR�WKH�QRUWK�RI�%ULJKWRQ�RQ����$SU��7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�UHFRUGV�IRU�WKLV�SHULRG�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�D�
QXPEHU�RI�REVHUYHUV�RI�WZR�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�DQG�DQ�DGXOW�LQ�GRZQODQG�VFUXE�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[�EHWZHHQ�
���DQG����0D\��7KHVH�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�IURP�DQ�DUHD�ZKHUH�ELUGV�KDYH�UHJXODUO\�EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�
ODVW�GHFDGH�DQG�RQH�REVHUYHU�FRPPHQWHG�WKDW�WKH�\RXQJ�FRXOG�EH�KHDUG�FDOOLQJ�IURP���NP�DZD\�

In the late autumn, one report was of a possible migrant at a near coastal site in the west of the 
county. The only report during the second winter period involved one seen in the area to the north 
of Brighton where the individual was observed in April. 

7KH�GUDPDWLF�GHFOLQH�LQ�QXPEHUV�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�REVHUYHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�VL[�\HDUV�LV�SRVVLEO\�
GXH�WR�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�WKH�H[WUHPH�FROG�ZHDWKHU�DQG�O\LQJ�VQRZ�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�ZLQWHUV�
VLQFH�������>'*@
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Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; has bred. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV��WDNLQJ�DFFRXQW�RI�SRVVLEOH�GXSOLFDWLRQ��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV��

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
27 27 18 16 18 1 1 1 15 8 11

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�¿YH�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�PLQLPXP�RI����LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHUH�QRWHG�LQ�
WKH�FRXQW\�FRPSDUHG�WR�D�WKUHH�\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI����ELUGV��7KH�KLJK�QXPEHUV�ZLQWHULQJ�DW�WKH�HQG�
RI������FRQWLQXHG�LQWR������ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�WHQ�ELUGV�SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�\HDU�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW�
DQG�LQ�WKH�ULYHU�YDOOH\V��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�WKUHH�DW�5RGPHOO��$Q�LQÀX[�LQWR�WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�-DQXDU\�VZHOOHG�QXPEHUV�DW�ZLQWHULQJ�VLWHV�ZLWK�XS�WR�¿YH�DW�:DOWKDP�%URRNV�DQG�
seven at Beeding Brooks. In early February numbers peaked with seven at Lidsey Rife (Barnham) 
and four at Waltham Brooks. Good numbers continued to be recorded in the main wintering areas 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�DW�OHDVW�VL[�SDVVDJH�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQFOXGLQJ�VLQJOHV�DW�6KRUHKDP�
RQ����$SU�DQG�3LOVH\�,VODQG�RQ����0D\�ZKHQ�D�SUREDEOH�PLJUDQW�ZDV�VHHQ�FRPLQJ�LQ�RII�WKH�VHD�

6KRUW�HDUHG�2ZO��&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��$SULO�������$QGUHZ�+RXVH�

1RUPDOO\�ELUGV�YDFDWH�WKHLU�6XVVH[�ZLQWHULQJ�JURXQGV�LQ�0DUFK�$SULO�ZLWK�RFFDVLRQDO�PLJUDQWV�
PRYLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�FRXQW\�XQWLO�HDUO\�0D\��,Q�������KRZHYHU��D�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�VWD\HG�RQ�ZHOO�
into the summer including two at Rodmell Brooks until 22 May and one at Horse Eye Level 
�3HYHQVH\��XQWLO� WKH���th. Interestingly, one bird summered in the Thorney Island/Pagham Hbr 
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DUHDV�DQG�ZDV�ODVW�VHHQ�DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ����-XO��7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�VXPPHULQJ�
LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�VLQFH�������6KRUW�HDUHG�2ZOV�ODVW�EUHG�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ������

7KH�¿UVW�DXWXPQ�PLJUDQW�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����DQG����6HS�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�DIWHU�ZKLFK�QR�IXUWKHU�
PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�QRWHG�XQWLO���2FW�ZKHQ�RQH�ZDV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�DUHD��ZKLFK�PDUNHG�WKH�VWDUW�
RI�PLJUDWLRQ�LQ�HDUQHVW��'XULQJ�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�PRQWK�D�PLQLPXP�RI����IXUWKHU�ELUGV�ZHUH�
recorded mainly at coastal locations across the county, although all of these appeared to pass 
through without staying at any site for more than a couple of days. Migrants continued to be 
UHFRUGHG�LQWR�1RYHPEHU�ZLWK�WZR�DW�5RGPHOO�DQG�RQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��th.

$IWHU� WKH� ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�ZLQWHULQJ�ELUGV� UHFRUGHG� DW� WKH� HQG�RI� ����� WKH�QXPEHUV� LQ� WKH�
VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�RI������UHWXUQHG�WR�QRUPDO��$W�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�XS�WR�WZR�ELUGV�ZLQWHUHG�DQG�
DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�XS�WR�WKUHH�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�IURP�PLG�1RYHPEHU�RQZDUGV��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�
7KRUQH\�,VODQG�ELUGV�ZHUH�WKRVH�VHHQ�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����'HF��$W�FRDVWDO�DQG�ULYHU�YDOOH\�VLWHV�
elsewhere only single birds were recorded including one bird returning to Beeding Brooks on 2 
'HF�ZKLFK�UHPDLQHG�DW�WKH�VLWH�XQWLO�WKH�\HDU�HQG��>'*@

Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus

Fairly common but localised summer visitor rarely seen on migration. Red listed species 

of high conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�
RI���0D\��MXVW�RQH�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�DUULYDO�GDWH��ZKHQ�WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�WR�
DUULYH�VHSDUDWHO\�LQ�RII�WKH�VHD�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��DQG�RQH�RI�WKHVH�RU�SHUKDSV�DQRWKHU�ZDV�ÀXVKHG�IURP�
JDUGHQV��RQ�D�GD\�RI�H[FHSWLRQDO�SDVVHULQH�DUULYDO�WKHUH��7KHUH�ZHUH�VXEVHTXHQW�FRDVWDO�UHFRUGV�
IURP�6HDIRUG�RQ���0D\��3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th, where one was observed asleep all day in a bush, 
DQG�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����0D\��7KH�¿UVW�LQODQG�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�RI�D�PDOH�DQG�D�IHPDOH�DW�$VKGRZQ�
)RUHVW�RQ���0D\�DQG�D�PDOH�WKHUH�RQ�WKH��th��WKUHH�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�'DUZHOO�5HV�RQ�WKH���th.

7KH�HVWLPDWHG�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�DQG�VLWHV��DV���NP�VTXDUHV��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 36 90 42 5 4
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 23 31 22 4 3

$OWKRXJK�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�QRW�FRQ¿UPHG�LW�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ����WHWUDGV��7KH�DQQXDO�7KDPHV�%DVLQ�
DQG�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\�LGHQWL¿HG����SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV��FRPSDUHG�WR����LQ�
������ WKH�PDMRULW\� RI� WKHVH� �����ZHUH� DW�$PEHUVKDP� DQG�+H\VKRWW�&RPPRQV��5HFRUGV� IURP�
$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�VXJJHVW�WKDW�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�WHQ���NP�VTXDUHV�DQG�ELUGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�
LQ�VXLWDEOH�KDELWDW�LQ�D�IXUWKHU����VTXDUHV��

Outside of the Wealden Heaths and Ashdown Forest areas, two birds were at Owlbeech Woods 
�+RUVKDP��RQ����0D\�ZLWK�RQH�WKHUH�RQ����-XQ�DQG�WZR�RQ���-XO��2QH�ELUG�ZDV�DW�'DUZHOO�5HV�
RQ����DQG����0D\�ZLWK�WKUHH�WKHUH�RQ����0D\�DQG���-XQ��7ZR�FKXUULQJ�PDOHV�ZHUH�DW�5HZHOO�
:RRG� �$UXQGHO��RQ����0D\��2QH�ELUG�ZDV� DW�%URDGZDWHU�:DUUHQ�RQ����0D\�DQG�D�ELUG�ZDV�
VHHQ�DQG�KHDUG�FKXUULQJ�DW�0HPRULDO�&RPPRQ��&KDLOH\��RQ����0D\�DQG���DQG����-XQ��2QH�ZDV�
DW�:LJJRQKROW�&RPPRQ��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��RQ���-XQ�ZLWK�WZR�WKHUH�RQ����DQG����-XQ��2QH�
ELUG�ZDV�DW�$EERWV�:RRG��+DLOVKDP��RQ����-XQ��7KLV�PDNHV�D�WRWDO�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�QLQH�RWKHU�
breeding pairs or territories away from the Wealden Heaths and Ashdown Forest.
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7KH�ODVW�VLJKWLQJ�IURP�WKH�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�ZDV�DW�/DYLQJWRQ�&RPPRQ�RQ����$XJ�DQG�IURP�
$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ���6HS�ZKHQ�D�SDLU�ZDV�VHHQ��)URP�FRDVWDO�DUHDV��WZR�ZHUH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����
-XO�DQG�RQH�LQMXUHG�ELUG�ZDV�IRXQG�DW�6HDIRUG�RQ���6HS��LW�KDG�DSSDUHQWO\�EHHQ�DWWDFNHG�E\�D�FDW�
DQG�ZDV�WDNHQ�WR�WKH�(DVW�6XVVH[�:LOGOLIH�5HVFXH�DQG�$PEXODQFH�6HUYLFH��7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�
\HDU�ZDV�RI�D�ELUG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�ZKLFK�ZDV�VHHQ�VLWWLQJ�RQ�D�FRQFUHWH�ZDOO�HDFK�GD\�IURP���WR����
6HS��WKUHH�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�GDWH��>636@

Common Swift Apus apus

Common summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

2011: 7KH�ODVW�6ZLIW�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����6HS��QRW����2FW�
2012:�6ZLIWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�¿UVW�WZR�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�

\HDU�FDPH�IURP�5\H�+EU�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�RQ����$SU��D�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�EXW�D�
ZHHN�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�¿UVW�IRU�������7ZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�%ULJKWRQ�:DWHUKDOO�RQ��� Apr.  There 
ZDV�WKHQ�D�¿YH�GD\�JDS�XQWLO�WZR�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�IURP�:RRGV�0LOO��+HQ¿HOG��IROORZHG�E\�RQH�DW�
:RUWKLQJ�RQ����$SU��7HQ�UHFRUGV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�LQYROYHG�D�PD[LPXP�RI�IRXU�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�
*3�ZKLOVW�RQ����$SU�QHZ�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�IRXU�VLWHV�ZLWK����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV��0XOWLSOH�
UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�WR�WKH�PRQWK¶V�HQG�LQFOXGLQJ����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV��IRXU�RI�WKHVH�EHLQJ����
RU�DERYH��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI�WKLV�SHULRG��KRZHYHU��ZDV�IURP�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RI�F�����RQ����$SU��

%LUGV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�DUULYH�WKURXJKRXW�0D\�ZLWK����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�DQG�¿YH�WULSOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV��
WKH�PRVW�QRWDEOH�RI�WKHVH�ZHUH�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���st�DQG�����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ�WKH��st.  
([FHHGLQJ�WKHVH��KRZHYHU��ZHUH�WKH������UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���0D\�ZKLFK�ZDV��
by some margin, the highest count of the year.

7KURXJKRXW�-XQH�DQG�HDUO\�-XO\�ODUJH�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��ZLWK�ZHOO�RYHU�����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�
FRXQWV�EXW�DOVR���� WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�� WKHVH� LQFOXGHG�����1�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ���-XQ������DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-XO�DQG�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���-XO�

&RQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�MXVW�HLJKW�ORFDWLRQV�DFURVV�VHYHQ�WHWUDGV��WKLV�
LV�IDU�IHZHU�WKDQ�IRU������DQG�KRSHIXOO\�LV�QRW�DQ�DFFXUDWH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXH�EUHHGLQJ�VWDWXV�
of Swifts in the county. Probable breeding records were also far fewer than in the previous year, 
ZLWK����ORFDWLRQV�DFURVV����WHWUDGV��

%\�HDUO\�0D\�QHVW�VLWHV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�YLVLWHG�E\�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV��LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�RQ���0D\�DQG�
LQ�+RUVKDP�DQG�:DNHKXUVW�3ODFH�RQ�WKH���th��2Q����0D\�WZR�HJJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�D�QHVW�LQ�
%RJQRU�5HJLV��ZKLOVW� WKH� ¿UVW� QHVW�ZLWK� \RXQJ�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� DW� )LQGRQ�3DUN� RQ� ��� -XQ�� WKHQ�
VKRUWO\�DIWHUZDUGV�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�RQ����DQG����-XQ��)OHGJLQJ�ZDV�RQO\�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQH�VLWH��
8FN¿HOG��RQ����-XO�

,Q�$XJXVW��WKHUH�ZHUH�D�IDLUO\�DYHUDJH����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV��WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ����DW�6HOVH\�
RQ���$XJ��RQH�KXQGUHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���$XJ�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK���

7KH�WHQ�UHFRUGV�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�LQYROYHG�HLWKHU�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�����RU�WKUHH�����DQG�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�
RI�WKH�\HDU�FDPH�IURP�+DVWLQJV��RQH�RQ����6HS��PRUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�ZHHNV�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����2FW��>'%@
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Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Scarce to fairly common resident and possibly very scarce winter visitor. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

%LUGV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� LQ� ��� WHWUDGV� DFURVV� WKH� FRXQW\�� DERXW� ���� IHZHU� FRPSDUHG�ZLWK� WKH�
SUHYLRXV� \HDU�� 2EVHUYDWLRQV� GXULQJ� WKH� ZLQWHU� PRQWKV�� ZLWK� WKH� PD[LPXP� QXPEHU� RI� ELUGV�
recorded, were as follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 39 36 41 38
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ŝŶůĂŶĚ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 18 17 19 20
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĐŽĂƐƚĂů�ƐŝƚĞƐ 13 14 10 7

7KH� -DQXDU\� DQG� )HEUXDU\� UHFRUGV� VKRZ�PRGHVW� LQFUHDVHV� LQ� WKH� QXPEHUV� RI� ELUGV� DQG� RI�
inland sites from the previous year. During the early SWBS only three birds were seen in three 
GLIIHUHQW���NP�VTXDUHV��

7KH�RQO\�UHSRUW�RI�GLVSOD\�EHKDYLRXU�ZDV�RI�D�SDLU�REVHUYHG�DW�:LGHZDWHU��/DQFLQJ��RQ����)HE��
7KH�HYLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�.LQJ¿VKHUV�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GLVPDO�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�LQ�������SUREDEO\�
GXH�WR�WKH�SRRU�VXPPHU��%LUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�RQO\����VLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��FRPSDUHG�
ZLWK����LQ�������

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�MXVW�RQH�LQODQG�VLWH�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�LQ�VXLWDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�
KDELWDW�DW�D�IXUWKHU�IRXU�VLWHV��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�UHSRUWV�RI�MXYHQLOHV��EXW�WKH�6WH\QLQJ�5*�ULQJHG�WZR�
\RXQJ�ELUGV�RQ����2FW�

2Q����2FW�D�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�À\LQJ�HDVW�����P�RIIVKRUH�DW�&OLPSLQJ��7KH�ODUJHVW�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�
ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�LQ������ZDV�IRXU�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����1RY��,Q�1RYHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU�WKH�WRWDO�
QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�ZDV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�WRWDO�IRU�������EXW�IHZHU�RI�WKHVH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�
DW�FRDVWDO�VLWHV��>&-5@��

Bee-eater Merops apiaster

Rare vagrant; bred once in 1955. Schedule 1 species.

A minimum of seven birds in one year was marginally the best showing on record, the previous 
EHVW� KDYLQJ�EHHQ� VL[� LQ� ������7KH�¿UVW� UHFRUG�ZDV� RI� D� FDOO� KHDUG� DV� RQH�RU�PRUH� ELUGV�ÀHZ�
RYHUKHDG�DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ����0D\��5'0(���,W��RU�WKH\��ZHUH�QRW�VHHQ�VR�
WKH�H[DFW�QXPEHU�LV�QRW�NQRZQ��EXW�WKH�UHFRUG�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�6265&��

$QRWKHU�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�ÀLJKW�DW�7URWWRQ�0DUVK�RQ�WKH���th��'-%���SRVVLEO\�DVVRFLDWLQJ�
ZLWK�DQ�HDVWZDUGV�PRYHPHQW�RI�6ZLIWV��+RZHYHU��RQ����-XQ�D�ÀRFN�RI�¿YH�ZDV�VHHQ�KHDGLQJ�66:�
DW�1LQ¿HOG��15��DQG�DQRWKHU�¿YH�VHHQ�À\LQJ�RYHU�3RXQG�)P��%ODFNKDP��WKH�QH[W�GD\��:*+���
DOEHLW�VRPH����NP�GLVWDQW��ZHUH�SUREDEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUGV��

$VVXPLQJ�WKDW�RQO\�VHYHQ�ELUGV�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�WKLV�\HDU��WKH�WRWDO�WKLV�FHQWXU\�PRYHV�RQ�WR����
DQG�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�WR����UHFRUGHG�VLQFH�������>-$+@
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Hoopoe Upupa epops

Very scarce spring and even scarcer autumn passage migrant; has bred. Schedule 1 

species.

7KHUH�ZHUH�VL[�VLJKWLQJV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�VSULQJ�ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�EHLQJ�VHHQ�DW�)DLUOLJKW�:RRG�FDPSVLWH�
RQ����$SU��SUREDEO\�WKH�VDPH�RQH�VHHQ�WKH�QH[W�GD\�DW�3HWW�9LOODJH��,Q�0D\�� LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHUH�
recorded at Combe Haven on the 3rd��DW�6WRUULQJWRQ�RQ�WKH��th�DQG��th and at Duddleswell (Ashdown 
)RUHVW��RQ�WKH���th��DQG�¿QDOO\�RQH�ZDV�SKRWRJUDSKHG�LQ�D�JDUGHQ�QHDU�+DLOVKDP�RQ�WKH���th.  

7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�DXWXPQ�UHFRUGV��7KH�WRWDO�RI�¿YH�IRU�WKH�\HDU�FRPSDUHV�XQIDYRXUDEO\�ZLWK�WKH�
nine birds recorded in each of the previous two years and brings the county total this century 
������������WR�����>63%@

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

9HU\�VFDUFH�SDVVDJH�PLJUDQW��PRVWO\�LQ�DXWXPQ��ODVW�EUHG�LQ�������5HG�OLVWHG�VSHFLHV�RI�
high conservation concern. 

7KHUH�ZDV�RQH�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�IURP�D�%RGLXP�JDUGHQ�RQ���$SU�
,Q� WKH�DXWXPQ�D�PLQLPXP�RI����ELUGV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG��7KHVH�ZHUH�VLQJOHV�DW�&KHVZRUWK�)P�

�+RUVKDP��RQ����$XJ��&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ�WKH���th. In September  
RQH�ZDV�DW�&KDQWU\�+LOO�RQ� WKH��st, one was between Castle Water (Rye Hbr) and Winchelsea 
Beach on the 2nd, one was at Ashdown Forest on the 3rd��DQG�RQ�WKH��th there was one each at Rye 
+EU�DQG�+RSH�*DS��7KHUH�ZDV�RQH�DW�+RGFRPEH��%HDFK\�+HDG��IURP���WR����6HSW�DQG�RQH�DW�
(DVWERXUQH�RQ�WKH��th��,W�LV�DVVXPHG�WKDW�WKH����UHFRUGV�IURP�7KH�6HYHUDOV��&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��DQG��
&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�EHWZHHQ���DQG����6HS�LQYROYHG�D�VLQJOH�ELUG��)LQDO�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�IURP�1HZKDYHQ�
RQ���2FW�DQG�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���2FW��7KH�WRWDO�FRPSDUHV�ZLWK�QLQH�����DQG����LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WKUHH�
\HDUV��>3-3@�

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis

Fairly common or common resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��7KH�ZLGHVSUHDG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�FDQ�EH�VKRZQ�
IURP�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�WZR�FRXQW\�ZLGH�VXUYH\V��GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�6:%6�SURGXFHG�
D�WRWDO�RI����ELUGV�LQ����RXW�RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��+RZHYHU��WKH�UHVXOWV�LQ�WKH�ODWWHU�SDUW�RI�
WKH�\HDU�\LHOGHG�IHZHU�ELUGV�ZLWK����IURP����RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG�VTXDUHV��'XULQJ�WKH�%%6�WKH�
VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG�VTXDUHV��WKH�VXP�RI�WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�LQ�HDFK�
VTXDUH�ZDV�����ELUGV�DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�%%6�FRXQW�ZDV�VHYHQ�QHDU�&XFN¿HOG�RQ���$SU�

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�6WRFNV�)P��,FNOHVKDP��RQ����)HE�
DQG����DW�6D\HUV�&RPPRQ�RQ����0DU�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�HDUOLHDVW�UHFRUGV�
RI�ELUGV�DW�SUREDEOH�QHVW�VLWHV�ZHUH�DW�%R[JURYH�RQ���0D\��%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ����0D\�DQG�
/DG\ZHOO��&RRPEHV��RQ����0D\��)OHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����-XQ�DQG�
DQ�RFFXSLHG�QHVW�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-XQ�



 116 SOS Bird Report     138 Systematic list  Systematic list 139

'XULQJ�WKH�7KDPHV�9DOOH\�DQG�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\�D�WRWDO�RI����SDLUV�RU�
WHUULWRULHV�ZDV�LGHQWL¿HG��7KH�DQQXDO�EUHHGLQJ�FRXQW�WRWDO�IRU�3DJKDP�+DUERXU�ZDV�HLJKW�ELUGV���
$W�:DUQKDP�/15�D�PD[LPXP�RI�VL[�ELUGV�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����-XQ�ZLWK�WKUHH�MXYHQLOHV�QRWHG�RQ����
-XQ��(LJKW�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���$XJ��>3-3@

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Common resident.

7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��PDUJLQDOO\�PRUH�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU��7KH�ZLGHVSUHDG�
GLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�DSSDUHQWO\�KHDOWK\�FRXQW\�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�SHUKDSV�EHVW�VKRZQ�IURP�VXUYH\�UHVXOWV��
GXULQJ�WKH�6:%6�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ����RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG�ZKLOVW�LQ�1RYHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU�WKH�WRWDO�ZDV����ELUGV�IURP����RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG�
VTXDUHV��'XULQJ�WKH�%%6�WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�����RXW�RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�DQG�WKH�
VXP�RI�WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQWV�IURP�WKHVH�VXUYH\V�ZDV�����ELUGV��6XUYH\�ZRUN�SURYLGHG�VRPH�RI�
WKH�KLJKHVW�VLWH�FRXQWV�ZLWK�WHQ�ELUGV�DQW�%ODFN�'RZQ��)HUQKXUVW��RQ����$SU��DW�:DUGOH\��0LOODQG��
RQ����$SU�DQG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-XO�ZKLOVW�QLQH�ZHUH�DW�3DOOLQJKDP��3XOERURXJK��RQ�
���$SU��

7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUWV�RI�GUXPPLQJ�ZHUH�IURP�6W�$QQH¶V�:HOO�*DUGHQ���+RYH��DQG��$VKSODWV�:RRG�
�(DVW�*ULQVWHDG��RQ���-DQ�DQG�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�WKH�QH[W�GD\��,Q�WKH�7KDPHV�9DOOH\�DQG�:HDOGHQ�
+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\����SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����
WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�DW�6W�$QQH¶V�:HOO�*DUGHQ�
�+RYH��RQ���$SU�ZKHUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�IHHGLQJ�\RXQJ�RQ����0D\���

$�WRWDO�RI����ELUGV�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����RI� WKH����GD\V�RI� WKH�+DVWLQJV�0LJUDWLRQ�:DWFK�ZLWK�D�
PD[LPXP�RI�HLJKW�RQ����6HSW��>3-3@

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor

Scarce, possibly now very scarce, and declining, resident. Red listed species of high 

conservation concern.

7KH� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ� ��� WHWUDGV�ZLWK� D� SUHSRQGHUDQFH�RI� UHFRUGV� IURP� WKUHH� DUHDV��
Pulborough Brooks/Wiggonholt/Rackham Woods, Ashdown Forest, and Darwell Res.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�MXVW�RQH�VLWH�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�VHYHQ��'UXPPLQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�KHDUG�
LQ�0DUFK�RQ�WKH���th�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��DQG�WKHQ�DW�*XHVWOLQJ�RQ�WKH���th, and at Rackham Woods on 
the 22nd�DQG���th with at least three birds calling and drumming. There were also three each at 
(ULGJH�3DUN�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���st��$W�,SLQJ�&RPPRQ�RQ���$SU��D�ELUG�
ZDV�UHSRUWHG�WR�KDYH�WZLFH�SHUIRUPHG�D�1LJKWMDU�OLNH�GLVSOD\��DQG�PDWLQJ�ZDV�REVHUYHG�RQ�WKH�
:DGKXUVW�3DUN�(VWDWH�RQ����$SU��$W�'DUZHOO�5HV�WKHUH�ZDV�DFWLYLW\�FORVH�WR�D�IUHVKO\�H[FDYDWHG�
QHVW�KROH�RQ���0D\�ZLWK�IXUWKHU�UHFRUGV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PRQWK��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�WKUHH�ELUGV���
DQG�D�UHSRUW�RQ����-XQ�WKDW�WKH�\RXQJ�ZHUH�YHU\�FORVH�WR�ÀHGJLQJ��3UREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�
at High Hurstwood.   

%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����GDWHV�EHWZHHQ�6HSWHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU��QRWDEO\�LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�RU�
WZR�RQ����GDWHV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�

$V�WKLV�LV�D�VSHFLHV�RI�KLJK�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�FRQFHUQ��DOO�VLJKWLQJV�VKRXOG�EH�UHSRUWHG�ZLWK���¿JXUH�
RU� SUHIHUDEO\� ��¿JXUH� JULG� UHIHUHQFHV�� HVSHFLDOO\� LI� WHUULWRULDO� EHKDYLRXU� RU� RWKHU� HYLGHQFH� RI�
EUHHGLQJ�LV�REVHUYHG��>3-3@
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Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus

Very scarce passage migrant and rare summer visitor; may have bred in 1965. Red 

listed species of high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

)LYH�ELUGV�ZDV� WKH�EHVW�\HDU�VLQFH�������7KH�¿UVW�DUULYDO�ZDV�D�PDOH�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�
��0D\��5)��ZKLFK�ZDV�VHHQ�SHUFKHG�DW����P��:KDW�ZDV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�WZR�\RXQJ�PDOHV�ZHUH�
VLQJLQJ�DJDLQVW�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�ZRRGODQG�VXLWDEOH�IRU�EUHHGLQJ�DW�D�VLWH�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[�RQ����0D\�
�6-&&��3-���WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�RQH�ZDV�D�VLQJLQJ�IHPDOH��D�QRW�XQNQRZQ�FDSDELOLW\��VXJJHVWHG�
WR� WKH� REVHUYHU� WKDW� WKH\�PLJKW� KDYH� EHHQ� D� SDLU�� KRZHYHU�� HIIRUWV� WR� UHORFDWH� WKHP�ZHUH� QRW�
VXFFHVVIXO��$�WKLUG�PDOH�ZDV�LQLWLDOO\�RQO\�KHDUG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����0D\��,'+��3(-��EXW�UHYHDOHG�
LWVHOI�ODWHU�WKDW�PRUQLQJ�DQG�ZDV�ZDWFKHG�À\LQJ�LQWR�DQ�RDN�WUHH��7KH�¿IWK�ELUG��D�IHPDOH�RU�¿UVW�
\HDU�PDOH��ZDV�VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�:LQFKHOVHD�RQ���-XO��&+'���6XFK�DUULYDOV�LQ�0D\�DUH�
W\SLFDO�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV������RI�DOO�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�RI�ELUGV�DUULYLQJ�LQ�WKH�WKUHH�VSULQJ�PRQWKV�
$SULO�WR�-XQH��>-$+@

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio

Very scarce passage migrant; formerly a breeding summer visitor. Red listed species of 

high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

$�MXYHQLOH�DW�7HOVFRPEH�RQ���6HS��670���WKH�¿UVW�VLQFH�������ZDV�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�\HDU���
7KLV�EULQJV�WKH�WRWDO�IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\��IROORZLQJ�D�UHYLHZ�RI�UHFRUGV��WR�����RQH�UHFRUG�LQ������ZDV�
QRW�SXEOLVKHG���7KLV�ZDV�D�W\SLFDO�GDWH������RI�DOO�GDWHG�UHFRUGV�KDYH�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�WKUHH�PRQWKV�
$XJXVW�WR�2FWREHU��SHDNLQJ�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��>-$+@

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor

Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.

'XULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW�ZLQWHU� SHULRG�� RQH�ZDV� VHHQ� RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW� RQ�1HZ�<HDU¶V�'D\� DQG�
WKHQ� DJDLQ� DW� YDULRXV� VLWHV� RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW� RQ� VHYHUDO� GDWHV� IURP� WKH� �th to the 23rd. Also 
EHWZHHQ���DQG����-DQ��LQFOXGLQJ�GDWHV�WKH�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�
DQG� SKRWRJUDSKHG� DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV��2Q� ��� -DQ� RQH�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� DW�*O\QGH�5HDFK�� ��� NP�
VRXWK�RI�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�XQWLO�WKH���st�DQG�WKHQ�DJDLQ�IURP����WR����)HE��$VVXPLQJ�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�
VDPH�PRELOH�ELUG��LW�UHDSSHDUHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�IURP���WR����0DU��,Q�EHWZHHQ�WLPHV�DQRWKHU��
SUREDEO\�GLIIHUHQW��LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�$GYHUVDQH��RYHU����NP�ZHVW��RQ����-DQ��7KH�¿QDO�
UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�ZDV�RQH�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����0DU�

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUGV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�RI�RQH�EDFN�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����6HS�
DQG�RQH�DW�*RVVRSV�*UHHQ��&UDZOH\��RQ����1RY���

Assuming that the birds at Weir Wood Res and on Ashdown Forest were different and that the 
$GYHUVDQH�RQH�ZDV�DOVR��WKH�WRWDO�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�SHULRG�ZRXOG�EH�WKUHH��7KHVH��ZLWK�WKH�6HSWHPEHU�
DQG�1RYHPEHU�ELUGV��ZRXOG�EULQJ�WKH�\HDU¶V�WRWDO�WR�¿YH��>/(:@



 116 SOS Bird Report     140 Systematic list  Systematic list 141

Great Grey Shrike, Glynde, February 2012 (Peter Wilson)

Magpie Pica pica

Very common resident.

0DJSLHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��F�����RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV��WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ�RI����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����
)HE��ZKLFK�DOVR�KHOG����RQ����-DQ�DQG����RQ���0DU��(OVHZKHUH��WKH�QH[W�ELJJHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RI�
���DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-DQ�����DW�:LQFKHOVHD�%HDFK�RQ����-DQ��DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����0DU���
'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�WHQ�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����1HVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�
¿UVW� QRWHG� DW�&KHOZRRG�&RPPRQ� RQ� ��0DU��7KH� ¿UVW� DSSDUHQWO\� RFFXSLHG� QHVW�ZDV� QRWHG� DW�
0HZVEURRN��/LWWOHKDPSWRQ��RQ���$SU�ZKHUH�WKH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�
���0D\��'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�RI�
���DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����$SU�DQG�RQH�RI����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-XQ�

,Q�WKH�VXPPHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV��WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ�RI����LQ�
3HWW�9LOODJH�RQ����-XO��,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����VXFK�FRXQWV��LQFOXGLQJ����DW�%HDFK\�
+HDG�RQ���6HS�����LQ�3HWW�9LOODJH�RQ����6HS�DQG����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���2FW�

'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV��ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�
EHLQJ� ��� DW�:DUQKDP�/15� RQ� ��1RY�� (OVHZKHUH�� ���ZHUH� VHHQ� DW� WKH�2XVH� (VWXDU\� 3URMHFW�
�1HZKDYHQ��RQ����1RY��ZKLOH�FRXQWV�RI����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKUHH�RFFDVLRQV��DW�:HVW¿HOG�RQ����
1RY��DW�+RYH�RQ����'HF��DQG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�
����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���>6/@



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 
117 

 Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Systematic list 141

Jay Garrulus glandarius

Very common resident.

-D\V�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��F�����RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�
KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�WHQ�DW�3LFNKDP�)P��3HWW�/HYHO��RQ���0DU��2WKHUZLVH��FRXQWV�RI�VHYHQ�ZHUH�
VHHQ�DW�6FD\QHV�+LOO�RQ����-DQ��:HVW¿HOG�RQ����-DQ�DQG�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�RQ���0DU��6RPH�����
RI�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�RQH�RU�WZR�ELUGV�RQO\��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�
�����NP�VTXDUHV�RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG��

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�RQO\�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�WZR�WHWUDGV��EXW�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�HDUOLHVW�UHSRUW�
RI�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�EHKDYLRXU�ZDV�RI�D�GLVSOD\LQJ�ELUG�QRWHG�DW�'LWFKOLQJ�&RPPRQ�RQ����$SU��
ZKLOH�WKH�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�UHFHQWO\�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����-XQ�
DQG�&KDLOH\�&RPPRQ�RQ����$XJ��'XULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�QLQH�DW�3XOERURXJK�
Brooks on 2 Apr. In the summer period the highest counts were of seven at Pulborough Brooks, 
DJDLQ�RQ���-XO�DQG�DOVR�VHYHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����$XJ�

Jay, East Grinstead, June 2012 (Pat Upton)

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ��PXFK�KLJKHU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG���LQFOXGLQJ����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV��WKHUH�
ZDV�RQO\�RQH�VXFK�UHFRUG�QRWHG�LQ��������ZLWK�FRDVWDO�PRYHPHQWV�UHSRUWHG�IURP�VHYHUDO�VLWHV���
1LQH�UHFRUGV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�QRWHG��DOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IRUWQLJKW����6HS�WR����2FW��)ROORZLQJ�
FRXQWV�DW�+DVWLQJV�RI����:�RQ����6HS�DQG����:�RQ�WKH���th�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV����:�WKHUH�RQ�
��2FW��(OVHZKHUH��IRXU�ÀRFNV�WRWDOOLQJ����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�À\LQJ�:1:�RYHU�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�
3DUN�RQ���2FW��2WKHU�FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV�LQYROYHG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����6HS��ZLWK����
WKHUH�RQ���2FW�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���2FW��DQG����1:�RYHU�6KHHSFRWH�9DOOH\��%ULJKWRQ��RQ���
2FW�IROORZHG�E\����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th.
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'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�����DW�6WDQVWHG�)RUHVW�RQ�
��1RY�DQG����DW�*XHVWOLQJ�RQ���'HF��$V�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��F�����RI�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�RQHV�
RU�WZRV�RQO\��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP������NP�VTXDUHV�RI�WKH�����
VXUYH\HG��>6/@

Jackdaw Corvus monedula

Very common resident.

-DFNGDZV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�IURP����� WHWUDGV������RI� WKH�FRXQW\� WRWDO��'XULQJ� WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOV��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV������PRYLQJ�ZHVW�
DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�RQ���-DQ��2WKHU�KLJK�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�6KHUPDQEXU\�RQ����-DQ������
DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����-DQ������DW�5RGPHOO�RQ����-DQ������DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���0DU�DQG�����DJDLQ�
DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����0DU��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�-DFNGDZV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�����
��NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���������ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�8GLPRUH�RQ����-DQ�

7KH� HDUOLHVW� UHFRUG� RI� QHVW� EXLOGLQJ� ZDV� IURP� &DOGEHF� +LOO� �%DWWOH�� RQ� �� 0DU� ZKHUH� DQ�
LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�VHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�D�FKLPQH\�SRW��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�MXVW����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�
SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�¿UVW�QHVW�ZLWK�HJJV�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�IURP�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��RQ����$SU��
DOWKRXJK�LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO���-XQ�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�&OLII�(QG��3HWW���6HYHQ�
RZO�ER[HV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�IRU�QHVWLQJ��ZLWK�ÀHGJOLQJV�REVHUYHG�DW�VL[�RI�WKHVH��$�
single nesting pair was reported at Pulborough Brooks. The highest counts of the summer period 
ZHUH�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����$XJ������DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ���$XJ�DQG�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����$XJ��7KHUH�
ZHUH�WZR�FRXQWV�RI������ERWK�DW�&OLII�(QG�RQ����-XO�DQG����$XJ�DQG�RQH�RI�����ELUGV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
RQ����-XO��DV�ZHOO�DV�¿YH�UHFRUGV�RI�����ELUGV�DW�YDULRXV�RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV�

'XULQJ� WKH� DXWXPQ� DQG� VHFRQG� ZLQWHU� SHULRG� WKH� ODUJHVW� JDWKHULQJ� UHSRUWHG� ZDV� ����� DW�
6KHHSFRWH�9DOOH\��%ULJKWRQ��RQ���6HS��7KHUH�ZHUH�����ELUGV�DW�3DOOLQJKDP��3XOERURXJK���ZLWK�
UHFRUGV�RI�����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����2FW�DQG�����DW�6WH\QLQJ�/HYHOV�RQ����1RY��'XULQJ�WKH�
ODWH�6:%6������-DFNGDZV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���������ZLWK�
D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�(DUQOH\�RQ����'HF��>*12@

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Very common resident.

5RRNV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� IURP� ���� WHWUDGV�� F����� RI� WKH� FRXQW\� WRWDO��'XULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����DW�:HVW�'HDQ�RQ���0DU������DW�5RGPHOO�RQ����-DQ�DQG�����DW�
7RWWLQJWRQ��6PDOO�'ROH��RQ����)HE��7KHUH�ZHUH�HOHYHQ�PRUH�FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG���
'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�5RRNV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���������ZLWK�D�
PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�.LUGIRUG�RQ����-DQ�

Data recorded regarding rookeries and breeding were unsurprisingly limited in comparison 
ZLWK�WKH�GHGLFDWHG�EUHHGLQJ�5RRN�VXUYH\�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�������1HYHUWKHOHVV�VRPH�QRWDEOH�UHFRUGV�
ZHUH� SURYLGHG�E\�REVHUYHUV��7KH�¿UVW� UHFRUG�RI� QHVW� EXLOGLQJ�ZDV� IURP�/DG\ZHOO� �&RRPEHV��
RQ����)HE��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG� LQ���� WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH� LQ�D� IXUWKHU� VLQJOH� WHWUDG��
$W� OHDVW� ��� URRNHULHV�ZHUH� LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK����RU�PRUH�QHVWV� DQG� WZR�ZLWK�����RU�PRUH�QHVWV��
2QH�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�UHFRUG�SURYLGHG�D�GLUHFW�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�WKH������VXUYH\�UHVXOWV��LQ�
WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\��DFURVV�DQ�DUHD�EHWZHHQ�$UXQGHO�DQG�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�����DSSDUHQWO\�
RFFXSLHG�QHVWV��FRPSDUHG�WR�����LQ�������
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'XULQJ� WKH� VXPPHU�SHULRG� WKH�KLJKHVW� FRXQWV�ZHUH����� DQG������ ERWK� DW�6HIWHU�)P� �5RVH�
*UHHQ��RQ���DQG����-XO�UHVSHFWLYHO\��DQG�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����$XJ��7KHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�FRXQWV�RI�
�����DW�%XUQKRXVH�%RVWDOO��.H\PHU��RQ����-XO��DW�3LFNKDP�)P��3HWW���RQ���$XJ�DQG�DW�:LQFKHOVHD�
RQ����$XJ��

'XULQJ�WKH�DXWXPQ�DQG�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�QLQH�UHFRUGV�RI�����RU�PRUH�ELUGV������
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�%HUZLFN�RQ����'HF�DQG�����ZHUH�REVHUYHG�DW�&UXWFKHV�)P��:LQFKHOVHD��RQ���
6HS��&RXQWV�RI�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�6WHHS�'RZQ��/DQFLQJ��RQ����2FW��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
RQ����2FW��3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����2FW�DQG����1RY��+D\HV�)P��8GLPRUH��RQ����1RY��6DOHKXUVW�RQ����
'HF�DQG�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������5RRNV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�
���RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���������ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�8GLPRUH�RQ����1RY��>*12@��

5RRN��3HWW�/HYHO��2FWREHU�������%DUU\�<DWHV�

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Very common resident.

&DUULRQ�&URZV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��F�����RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH�ELUGV��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�QRQH�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�VL[�LQ�
�������7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�����DW�(DVW�$VKOLQJ�RQ����)HE��IROORZHG�E\�FRXQWV�RI�DW�OHDVW�����
DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ����)HE�DQG�����DW�(DVW�*XOGHIRUG�/HYHO�RQ���0DU��7KH�QH[W�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�
ZHUH�RI����DW�+DUJDWH�)RUHVW��)UDQW��RQ����)HE�DQG����DW�&UDZOH\�RQ���)HE��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�
6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��WKH�PD[LPXP�
EHLQJ�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�QRWHG�����DW�(DVW�$VKOLQJ�RQ����)HE�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ���� WHWUDGV�DQG�SUREDEOH� LQ�D� IXUWKHU�����1HVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�
QRWHG�DW�:HVW�7DUULQJ��:RUWKLQJ��RQ����0DU��ZKLOH�WKH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�DQ�RFFXSLHG�QHVW�FDPH�IURP�
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%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��RQ����0DU��$Q�DGXOW�FDUU\LQJ�IRRG�DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����
0D\�DQG�SDUHQWV�IHHGLQJ�\RXQJ�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH���th. Fledged young 
ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���st��'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�FRXQWV�RI�����RU�
PRUH�ELUGV������DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����$SU������DW�3ODVKHWW�3DUN��,V¿HOG��RQ����0D\�DQG�
����DW�&URZKXUVW�RQ���$SU��

3RVW�EUHHGLQJ�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�ODUJH�FRXQWV�HDFK�RI�����ELUGV��DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����2FW��
DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����2FW�DQG����1RY�DQG�DW�6WHHS�'RZQ��/DQFLQJ��RQ���1RY��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�
6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>6/@

Raven Corvus corax

6FDUFH�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�EUHHGLQJ�UHVLGHQW��¿UVW�EUHG�LQ�PRGHUQ�HUD�LQ������

5DYHQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��IDLUO\�ZHOO�GLVWULEXWHG�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��:KHQ�5DYHQV�
VWDUWHG�WR�EUHHG�LQ�6XVVH[�MXVW�RYHU�D�GHFDGH�DJR�WKH�QHVWV�ZHUH�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�VHD�FOLIIV�RI�(DVW�
6XVVH[�ZLWK�D�IHZ�QHVWV�IRXQG�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�FKDON�TXDUULHV��2YHU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV�WKH\�KDYH�
moved into woodland and there can be few of the large estates that have not had a visit or two 
from a prospecting pair of Ravens. The records received were mostly from coastal localities and 
KHDYLO\�ZRRGHG�DUHDV�LQ�WKH�KLQWHUODQG��ZLWK�MXVW�WKH�RFFDVLRQDO�UHFRUG�IURP�FKDON�TXDUULHV��7KLV�
is a species that is rapidly colonising the county and it would seem that any record of a pair of 
Ravens, regardless of the time of the year, could suggest local breeding within a few miles of 
WKDW�VLJKWLQJ��$OWKRXJK�KLJKO\�YLVLEOH�DQG�YHU\�YRFDO�DW�WLPHV�WKH\�FDQ�EH�UHPDUNDEO\�TXLHW�DQG�
unobtrusive during the breeding season and a pair can easily go unnoticed.

The estimated minimum numbers, computed on the assumption that the highest number at any 
VLWH�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK�ZDV�WKH�PD[LPXP�WKHUH��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 63 48 58 60 39 9 34 34 65 44 47 31
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 38 28 31 36 21 7 17 21 38 29 32 22

7KHVH�GDWD�JLYH�VRPH�LGHD�RI�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LV�QRZ�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�
'XULQJ� WKH�EUHHGLQJ� VHDVRQ��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� WZR� WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH� LQ�D�

IXUWKHU� VHYHQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\� WZR� UHSRUWV�RI� FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ��RQH�SDLU�QHVWHG� LQ�D�FKDON�
SLW�QHDU�/HZHV�DQG�DQRWKHU�QHDU�6KRUHKDP��$QRWKHU�UHSRUW�UHIHUUHG�WR�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
SUHVXPSWLRQ� WKDW� WKH\�ÀHGJHG� IURP�D�QHVW� FORVH�E\�DQG�DQRWKHU� WR� D� IDPLO\�JURXS�ZKLFK�KDG�
SUREDEO\�QHVWHG�RQ�WKH�(DVW�6XVVH[�FOLIIV��+RZHYHU��DQG�ZLWK�VRPH�OLFHQFH��LW�LV�UHDVRQDEOH�WR�
VWDWH�WKDW�WKH�GDWD�VXJJHVWV�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI����SDLUV�LQODQG�DQG�HLJKW�SDLUV�RQ�WKH�FRDVW��
Since the county has an abundance of suitable woodland habitat this upward trend seems set to 
continue.  

Multiple sightings are becoming more common, and sightings of four or more were as follows:  
IRXU�DW�(DVW�0DUGHQ�RQ����)HE��¿YH�DW�6DOHKXUVW�RQ����)HE�����DQG�VL[�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����DQG�
���0DU�UHVSHFWLYHO\��VL[�DW�&KHVZRUWK�)P��+RUVKDP��RQ����$SU��IRXU�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ����-XO��
IRXU�DW�.LQJOH\�9DOH�RQ����-XO��IRXU�DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ���$XJ��IRXU�DW�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��RQ�
��DQG����6HS��IRXU�DW�+ROHGHDQ�)P��+HQ¿HOG��RQ����DQG����6HS��IRXU�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�
���6HS�DQG�IRXU�DW�6RXWKOHLJK�)RUHVW��(PVZRUWK��RQ���1RY��>0(.@
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5DYHQV��%HDFK\�+HDG��0DUFK�������-RKQ�&RRSHU�

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

Very common breeding resident, common passage migrant and winter visitor.

7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�D�WRWDO�RI�����*ROGFUHVWV�ZDV�
UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�������NP�WUDQVHFWV�VXUYH\HG�IRU�WKH�6:%6��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�WHQ�LQ�
7LOJDWH�)RUHVW�RQ����-DQ��7KLUW\�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�6WDQVWHG�)RUHVW�RQ���-DQ�DQG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�
WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�2OG�/RGJH�15��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��

Throughout the breeding season records came from suitable habitat across the county, with 
RYHU����UHSRUWHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��ZKHUH�D�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�FDUU\LQJ�QHVW�PDWHULDO�RQ����0DU��2Q�
��-XQ�DQ�DGXOW�ZDV�VHHQ�IHHGLQJ�WKUHH�ÀHGJOLQJV�DW�7LOJDWH�)RUHVW��DQG�DQ�DGXOW�ZDV�DOVR�IHHGLQJ�
D�\RXQJ�ELUG�DW�&OLII�(QG��3HWW��RQ�WKH���th��7KHUH�ZHUH�VL[�VLQJLQJ�ELUGV�LQ�D���NP�URXWH�LQ�:HVW�
'HDQ�:RRGV�RQ����-XQ��WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���-XO��DQG�DW�
OHDVW�WHQ�ZHUH�VLQJLQJ�LQ�D���NP�VTXDUH�DW�%ODFNGRZQ��)HUQKXUVW��RQ�WKH��th.

At Pett Level the species was present all year, with four pairs reported during the breeding 
VHDVRQ��0RUH�ZHUH�DW�WKH�VLWH�IURP�6HSWHPEHU��DQG�WKH�PRQWKO\�PD[LPD�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�ZHUH����
LQFOXGLQJ����WUDSSHG�RQ����6HS�����LQFOXGLQJ����WUDSSHG�RQ����2FW�DQG����RQ���1RY��QLQH�RI�ZKLFK�
ZHUH�WUDSSHG��,Q�'HFHPEHU�WKH�PD[LPXP�QXPEHU�VHHQ�ZDV�HLJKW�RQ�WKH���th. Elsewhere there 
ZHUH�QLQH�DXWXPQ�UHFRUGV�EHWZHHQ���DQG����2FW�H[FHHGLQJ����ELUGV��PRVW�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ�WKH���th 
ZKHQ�DW�OHDVW����ZHUH�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�DQG����DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�

2I����GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�WUDSSHG�DW�6WH\QLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��¿YH�ZHUH�FDXJKW�EHWZHHQ�-DQXDU\�
DQG�0DUFK�� WKUHH�ELUGV� LQ� MXYHQLOH� SOXPDJH�ZHUH� ULQJHG�EHWZHHQ� -XQH� DQG�$XJXVW��ZKLOH� WKH�
UHPDLQLQJ����ZHUH�IRXQG�EHWZHHQ�6HSWHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU��$W�&LVVEXU\�RQO\�RQH�ZDV�WUDSSHG�
SULRU�WR�6HSWHPEHU��DQ�DGXOW�PDOH�ULQJHG�RQ����0D\��ZKLFK�ZDV�RQO\�WKH�WKLUG�DGXOW�ULQJHG�LQ�
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VSULQJ�DW�WKH�VLWH�VLQFH�������$�PDOH�ZDV�DOVR�KHDUG�VLQJLQJ�WKHUH�RQ����-XO��EXW�LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO���
6HS�WKDW�RWKHUV�DUULYHG��DQG�EHWZHHQ�WKDW�GDWH�DQG����1RY����GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�ZHUH�KDQGOHG��ZLWK�
D�PD[LPXP�RI����RQ���2FW��'XULQJ�'HFHPEHU�WKH�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�
%URRNV�ZDV�QLQH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�:DUQKDP�/15����RQ�WKH���th��7KH�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�
WKH�ODWH�\HDU�6:%6�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>93%@

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla

Scarce or possibly fairly common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.  

Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

,Q�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�*ROGFUHVWV��)LUHFUHVWV�ZHUH�PXFK�IHZHU�LQ�QXPEHU��EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����
WHWUDGV��DQG�LQ�RQO\�WZR�RI�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�IRU�WKH�6:%6��,Q�-DQXDU\�WKHUH�ZHUH�RYHU�
���UHSRUWV�IURP�:HVW�6XVVH[�VLWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�3DJKDP�+EU��$UXQGHO�::7��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
and Coldwaltham SF. There were reports of singles from Preston Park and Stanmer Park in the 
%ULJKWRQ� DUHD�� EXW� WKH� RQO\� UHFRUG� IURP�(DVW� 6XVVH[�ZDV� RI� WKUHH� DW�5\H�+EU� RQ� WKH� ��st. In 
February the species was recorded at 22 different sites, mostly involving one or two birds but 
WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�DW�5HZHOO�:RRG��$UXQGHO��RQ�WKH���th, and up to seven were present at West Dean 
:RRGV�RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�0DUFK�DQG�$SULO� WKHUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGV�IURP����ZLGHVSUHDG�VLWHV�ZLWK�
REVHUYDWLRQ�RQ����GLIIHUHQW�GDWHV��RI�QRWH�ZDV�RQH�VHHQ�GLVSOD\LQJ�DJDLQVW�D�*ROGFUHVW�DW�'XQFWRQ�
&RPPRQ�RQ����0DU�DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�UHFRUGHG�RQ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�IRXU�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����
0DU��,Q�0D\�VL[�ZHUH�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�.LQJOH\�9DOH�DUHD�RQ�WKH��th, three near South Harting on the 
��th��DQG�DQRWKHU�WKUHH�DW�%XUWRQ�3DUN�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��DQG�WKH�PD[LPXP�KHDUG�DW�:HVW�'HDQ�
:RRGV�ZDV����RQ�WKH���th.

7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�FRQ¿UPHG�UHSRUWV�RI�EUHHGLQJ��DW�%XUWRQ�0LOO�3RQG�RQ����-XQ�D�SDLU�ZDV�VHHQ�
FDUU\LQJ� IRRG�� DQG� MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH� UHSRUWHG�DW�'XQFWRQ�&RPPRQ�RQ��� DQG���� -XQ��7KHUH�ZDV�
probable breeding in West Dean Woods.

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ��DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���6HS�RQH�ZDV�WUDSSHG��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�PRUH�UHFRUGV�EHIRUH�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK��,Q�2FWREHU�WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����GLIIHUHQW�GD\V�WKHUH�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�
RI�IRXU�RQ�WKH��th��7KUHH�ZHUH�DW�ERWK�3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����2FW��IRXU�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�
DW�WKH�ODWWHU�VLWH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG���st and four were also at Seaford Head on the 23rd. At Cissbury 
WZR�GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG��WKH�¿UVW�RQ����2FW�ZDV�DQ�DGXOW�IHPDOH�ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�ULQJHG�
DW�WKH�VLWH�RQ����2FW�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��DQG�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�VXEVHTXHQW�\HDU�UHFDSWXUH�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�
DW�WKH�VLWH��7ZR�GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�DW�/DG\ZHOO��&RRPEHV���RQ����DQG����1RY��DQG�WKUHH�
ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�JDUGHQV�DW�)DLUOLJKW�RQ�WKH���th. The only records from the last two months of the year 
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZHUH�RI�WZR�WUDSSHG�RQ����1RY�DQG�RQH�WUDSSHG�RQ����'HF��7KHUH�ZHUH�VLJKWLQJV�DW�
���GLIIHUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�LQ�'HFHPEHU��LQFOXGLQJ�WZR�DW�6WRXJKWRQ�RQ�WKH���th, Burton Mill Pond on 
the 22nd�DQG�LQ�D�JDUGHQ�LQ�+HQ¿HOG�RQ�WKH���th. In the second SWBS only one bird was recorded 
�LQ�)ULVWRQ�)RUHVW�RQ����'HF��LQ�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>93%@

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus

Abundant resident.

%OXH�7LWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�LQ�����������RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�¿JXUH�
DSSHDUV�ORZ��WKH�DEXQGDQW�QXPEHUV�RI�WKH�VSHFLHV�ZHUH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�6:%6�LQ�ZKLFK�LQ�-DQXDU\�
DQG�)HEUXDU\�WKH�VXP�RI�WKH�FRXQWV�ZDV������ELUGV�LQ�����RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�
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PD[LPXP�RI����DW�:DUQKDP��'XULQJ� WKLV�SHULRG� WKHUH�ZHUH����UHFRUGV�RI�RYHU����ELUGV��ZLWK�
VHYHQ�UHFRUGV�RI�RYHU�����7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RI����DW�$VKEXUQKDP�3ODFH��%DWWOH��RQ����)HE��
���DW�:DUQKDP��DOUHDG\�PHQWLRQHG��RQ����)HE��DQG����DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ����)HE��$�SDLU�ZDV�
LQVSHFWLQJ�D�QHVW�ER[�DW�6RPSWLQJ�RQ����)HE�DQG�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�RQ�QHVWV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�RQ�
WKH����0DU�DQG�/LWWOHZRUWK��3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ��RQ�WKH���st.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�ZLWK�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�LQ�����7KH�¿UVW�ÀHGJOLQJV�ZHUH�
���VHHQ�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���0D\��$QRWKHU�¿YH�ÀHGJHG�IURP�D�QHVW�ER[�LQ�+HQ¿HOG�RQ����
0D\��2I�QRWH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�QHVW�ZKHUH������HJJV�KDWFKHG�EXW�DOO�WKH�FKLFNV�GLHG�VL[�GD\V�ODWHU��
possibly a result of the bad weather at the time. 7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�SUHGDWLRQ�ZDV�RI�D�VTXLUUHO�
VHHQ�FDUU\LQJ�D�SRVVLEOH�FKLFN�QHDU�D�QH[W�ER[�LQ�:HVW�7DUULQJ��:RUWKLQJ���+LJK�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�
WKLV�SHULRG�ZHUH�RI����DW�,¿HOG�����DW�6WUHDW�DQG����DW�:DUQKDP�/15��DOO�RQ���$SULO��7KHUH�ZHUH�
���UHSRUWV�RI�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�EHWZHHQ���0D\�DQG����$XJ�

'XULQJ�WKH�SRVW�EUHHGLQJ�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WHQ�FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV��ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�
EHLQJ����DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ����$XJ��7KH�DXWXPQ�SHULRG�VDZ�ORZHU�FRXQWV��ZLWK�RQO\�WKUHH�
UHFRUGV�RI�WHQ�RU�PRUH�ELUGV��WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ����DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3�RQ���6HS�

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH��ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ����
DW�/\HZRRG�&RPPRQ��:LWK\KDP��RQ����'HF�����DW�.LUGIRUG�RQ����1RY�DQG����DW�%URDGEULGJH�
+HDWK�RQ����2FW��,Q�WKH�ODWH�6:%6������ELUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP����RXW�RI�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���
>3'@

Great Tit Parus major

Abundant resident.

*UHDW�7LWV�ZHUH� UHSRUWHG� IURP� ���� WHWUDGV� LQ� ������ ����RI� WKH� FRXQW\� WRWDO�� DOWKRXJK� WKH�
DEXQGDQFH�RI� WKH� VSHFLHV�ZDV� EHWWHU� VKRZQ� LQ� WKH�¿UVW�6:%6� LQ�ZKLFK� D� WRWDO� RI� �����ELUGV�
ZDV� UHSRUWHG� IURP�����VTXDUHV�RXW�RI� WKH�����VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�ERWK�
:DVKLQJWRQ�DQG�1RUWKEURRN�)P��:RUWKLQJ���'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����UHSRUWV�
LQ�H[FHVV�RI�����ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�EHLQJ����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���-DQ�����DW�6D\HUV�&RPPRQ�
RQ����0DU�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���0DU�DQG����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���)HE�

7KH�¿UVW�HYLGHQFH�RI�EUHHGLQJ�FDPH�IURP�/DYHQGHU�3ODWW��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�DGXOW�
QRWHG�FDUU\LQJ�IRRG�RQ���0D\��7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZ�UHSRUWV�RI�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV��7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�
ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�FDPH�IURP�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�ZLWK����VHHQ�RQ���0D\��7KHUH�ZHUH����UHSRUWV�RI�
ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�EHWZHHQ���0D\�DQG����$XJ�

3RVW�EUHHGLQJ�FRXQWV�ZHUH�SRRUHU�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU�ZLWK�RQO\����UHFRUGV�RI�RYHU�WHQ�ELUGV�UHFHLYHG���
7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RI����DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3�RQ����$XJ�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���-XO��$XWXPQ�
FRXQWV��DV�LQ�������ZHUH�VOLJKWO\�EHWWHU�ZLWK����UHFRUGV�RI�WHQ�RU�PRUH�ELUGV�DQG�KLJK�FRXQWV�RI����
DW�6RXWKZDWHU�&3�RQ���6HS�����DW�%ROQH\�RQ����6HS�DQG����DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�DQG�&OLII�(QG�
(Pett) during October.

7KHUH�ZHUH�VHYHQ�UHSRUWV�RI�RYHU����ELUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�
FRXQWV�EHLQJ�RI����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����'HF�����DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ����'HF�DQG����DW�
3DOOLQJKDP��3XOERURXJK��RQ�WKH�VDPH�GDWH��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�
IURP����VTXDUHV�RXW�RI�����VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�3DOOLQJKDP��>3'@
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Coal Tit Periparus ater

Very common resident.

&RDO�7LWV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�LQ�����������RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�
ZLQWHU� SHULRG� WKHUH�ZHUH� RQO\� ¿YH� UHSRUWV� RI� RYHU� WHQ� ELUGV�� ��� DW� 6WDQVWHG� )RUHVW� RQ� �� -DQ��
���DW�3HDVPDUVK�RQ����0DU�����DW�:LJJRQKROW�&RPPRQ��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��RQ����-DQ�����DW�
:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���0DU�DQG����DW�%HFNOH\�RQ����-DQ��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�
UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�%HFNOH\�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� HLJKW� WHWUDGV�ZLWK� SUREDEOH� EUHHGLQJ� LQ� D� IXUWKHU� WHQ��7KH�¿UVW�
report of breeding activity was of a pair copulating on 2 Apr at West Tarring (Worthing). An 
DSSDUHQWO\�RFFXSLHG�QHVW�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�6W�/HRQDUGV�RQ����0D\�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�DGXOWV�ZLWK�
ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZDV�DW�:LJJRQKROW�&RPPRQ�RQ����0D\��:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�DQG�HLJKW�
ELUGV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-XQ�DOO�RWKHU�UHSRUWV�RI�FRQ¿UPHG�EUHHGLQJ�ZHUH�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��7KH�
¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�WKHUH�ZDV�RI�RQH�EHLQJ�IHG�E\�DQ�DGXOW�RQ����-XQ�DW�/DYHQGHU�3ODWW�
�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��VHYHUDO�ZHHNV�ODWHU�WKDQ�LQ��������

$V�LQ������SRVW�EUHHGLQJ�FRXQWV�ZHUH�ORZ��ZLWK�RQO\�WHQ�UHSRUWV�RI�RYHU�¿YH�ELUGV��WKH�KLJKHVW�
ZDV����DW�6WDQVWHG�)RUHVW�RQ���1RY�WKHQ�QLQH�DW�/DYHQGHU�3ODWW�RQ���6HS�DQG�DQRWKHU�QLQH�DW�%UHGH�
+LJK�:RRG�RQ����2FW��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�
VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�¿YH�DOVR�DW�%HFNOH\��

Birds showing characters of the nominate (continental) form P.a. ater�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ����2FW�
DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��$+���WKH�¿UVW�WKH�REVHUYHU�KDG�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�DUHD�IRU�WHQ�\HDUV��DQG�DW�(DVW�
3UHVWRQ�RQ����1RY�RQ�D�JDUGHQ�IHHGHU��*.���>3'@

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris

Scarce resident. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

0DUVK�7LWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��PRVWO\�LQ�RQHV�RU�WZRV��IURP�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\�ZKHUH�
VXLWDEOH�GDPS�ZRRGV�RFFXU��+LJK�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�QLQH�DW�%HFNOH\�RQ����
-DQ�DQG�VL[�DW�0RQNWRQ�)P��&KLOJURYH��RQ����-DQ�

'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�����VLWHV�EXW�DV�0DUVK�7LW�LV�D�VHGHQWDU\�
species, most sightings are probably from potential breeders regardless of date. Breeding was 
FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�RQO\�HLJKW�WHWUDGV�DQG�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�QLQH��7KH�HDUOLHVW�GDWH�RI�FRQ¿UPHG�
EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�RI�D�SDUHQW�ZLWK�IRRG�RQ���0D\�DW�/LQFKPHUH�&RPPRQ��<RXQJ�LQ�D�GRUPRXVH�QHVW�
ER[�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�DW�%URDGZDWHU�:DUUHQ�563%�RQ� WKH���th��7KH�¿UVW�ÀHGJOLQJV�ZHUH� VHHQ�DW�
:LVERURXJK�*UHHQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�7HJOHD]H�)P��*UDIIKDP��WKH�QH[W�GD\��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�
GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�ZDV�RI�¿YH�DW�%URDGZDWHU�:DUUHQ�RQ����0D\����

'XULQJ� WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG� WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�VHHQ�DW����� ORFDWLRQV��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�
ZHUH�RI�VL[�DW�%UHGH�+LJK�:RRG�RQ����2FW�DQG�¿YH�HDFK�DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���'HF�DQG�DW�:HLU�
:RRG�5HV�RQ�WKH���th.  

As there is evidence of a decline in this species, observers are encouraged to submit all records, 
HVSHFLDOO\�LI�EUHHGLQJ�HYLGHQFH�LV�REVHUYHG��>0-&@



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 
117 

 Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Systematic list 149

Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus

Scarce breeding resident, and very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber 

listed species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

Most records came from two core coastal areas at opposite ends of the county, Chichester and 
3DJKDP�+DUERXUV�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�DQG�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�5\H�+EU�LQ�WKH�HDVW��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�
there were only four records outside these two core areas: two at West Rise Marsh (Eastbourne) 
RQ���)HE�����0DU�DQG����0DU�DQG�RQH�DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ����)HE�

Counts outside the breeding season, from the eight sites where the species was recorded, are 
shown in the following table:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
County total 22 18 19 29 23 70 42 15
dŚŽƌŶĞǇ��ĞĞƉƐ 2 - 4 10 6 6 5 -
dŚŽƌŶĞǇ�/ƐůĂŶĚ - - - 1 - - -
WĂŐŚĂŵ�,ďƌ 9 7 - - - 4 9 5
EĞǁŚĂǀĞŶ� - - - - - - - 1
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ - 2 2 - - 2 - 1
WĞǀĞŶƐĞǇ�>ĞǀĞůƐ - 1 - - - 2 - -
WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů 2 4 2 4 6 28 21 2
ZǇĞ�,ďƌ 9 4 11 15 10 28 7 6

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�WZR�SDLUV�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQH�RI�ZKLFK�ÀHGJHG�VL[�\RXQJ��$W�
OHDVW�VL[�SDLUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�DW�&DVWOH�:DWHU��5\H�+EU�/15��ZKHUH�EUHHGLQJ�XQGRXEWHGO\�RFFXUUHG�
DQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�WZR�RU�WKUHH�EURRGV�ZHUH�QRWHG��'LVWLQFWLYH�µKLJK�À\LQJ¶��E\�VL[�ELUGV��ZKLFK�LV�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�GLVSHUVDO��ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ����2FW��'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�
period there was a record from Shinewater Lake (Eastbourne) of one heard on 2 Dec and one was 
VHHQ�DW�WKH�2XVH�(VWXDU\�3URMHFW��1HZKDYHQ��RQ����'HF��>0-&@

Woodlark Lullula arborea

Scarce resident and possibly very scarce passage migrant. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�UHFRUG�IURP�
WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��RI�WKUHH�ELUGV�DW�5DNH�RQ����)HE��WKHUH�ZHUH�QRQH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�
the later survey. 

$�ELUG�ZDV�LQ�VRQJ�DW�/DYLQJWRQ�3ODQWDWLRQ�RQ���-DQ�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�IXUWKHU�UHFRUGV�IURP�WKLV�
VLWH�RQ�WKH��th����th�DQG���th when there were two males singing. One was singing on Ashdown 
)RUHVW�RQ���-DQ�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���nd��7KHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�DW�%URDGZDWHU�:DUUHQ�RQ����
)HE��WKH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�WKHUH�VLQFH�WKH�KDELWDW�UHVWRUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPH�EHJDQ��VHYHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�
���)HE��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��DQG�IRXU�DW�%ODFNGRZQ��)HUQKXUVW��
RQ����)HE�

7KH�DQQXDO�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\�LGHQWL¿HG�D�WRWDO�RI����SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV��
DQ�LQFUHDVH�RQ�WKH����LQ������DQG����LQ�������VHH�SDJH�����IRU�GHWDLOV���%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�
LQ�¿YH�WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����%LUGV�ZHUH�¿UVW�VHHQ�FDUU\LQJ�
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IRRG� RQ�$VKGRZQ� )RUHVW� RQ� ���$SU� DQG� IDPLO\� SDUWLHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� ÀHGJHG� \RXQJ�� ZHUH� VHHQ�
WKHUH�RQ����$SU����0D\�DQG���-XQ�DQG�RWKHU�VPDOO�ÀRFNV�RI�VHYHQ�DQG�HLJKW�ZLWK�\RXQJ�ELUGV�
ZHUH�DOVR�VHHQ�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����-XO�DQG����6HS��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�
)RUHVW�LQ�VHYHQ���NP�VTXDUHV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU����EXW�KRZ�PDQ\�SDLUV�ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�
LQYROYHG� LV� XQFHUWDLQ�� (OVHZKHUH� EUHHGLQJ� ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� DW� ,SLQJ� &RPPRQ� RQ� ���0D\� DQG�
6WHGKDP�&RPPRQ��ZKHUH�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ����-XQ�DQG���$XJ��$�SDLU�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�*UHDW�
7KRUQGHDQ�)P��:DUQLQJOLG��RQ����0DU�DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�/HJVKHDWK�)P��:HLU�:RRG��RQ���$SU�

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ��DZD\�IURP�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�DUHDV��VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ���DQG�
���6HS��DQG�WZR�ZHUH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DJDLQ�RQ����2FW��,Q�2FWREHU��RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�
À\LQJ�ZHVW�DW�$WKHULQJWRQ��&OLPSLQJ��RQ�WKH��th��¿YH�ÀHZ�RYHU�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th, another 
was at St Leonards on the 23rd�DQG�RQH�ZDV�DW�6HDIRUG�RQ�WKH���th��$W�+DVWLQJV��D�WRWDO�RI�¿YH�
ZDV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�D����GD\�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK��DOO� LQ�2FWREHU�DQG�LQFOXGLQJ�WKUHH�RQ�WKH���th.  
+RZHYHU��WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHUV�ODWHU�ZHUH����DW�&RPSWRQ�RQ���1RY�DQG����DW�7HOVFRPEH�RQ���WR�
���'HF�IHHGLQJ�LQ�VWXEEOH�DQG��¿QDOO\��IRXU�DW�:HVW�0DUVGHQ�RQ����'HF�DOVR�IHHGLQJ�LQ�VWXEEOH���
>636@

Skylark Alauda arvensis

Very common but declining resident, and probably common passage migrant and winter 

visitor. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

6N\ODUNV� ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� LQ� ���� WHWUDGV� ZLWK� D� ELDV� WRZDUGV� WKH� ZHVW�� SUREDEO\� UHODWHG� WR�
REVHUYHU�FRYHU��7KLUWHHQ�6N\ODUNV�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ���-DQ�DW�6HIWHU�)P��5RVH�*UHHQ��ZLWK����ELUGV�
WKHUH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�DQG����RQ�WKH���st��6LQJLQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�KHDUG�DW�6WHHS�'RZQ��/DQFLQJ��RQ����
-DQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�RQ���-DQ��WKUHH�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th�����DW�7ZLQHKDP�3ODFH�RQ�
WKH���th�����DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�%XUSKDP�RQ�WKH���th. There was 
D�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�FRXQW�RI�����RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH��$UXQGHO���D�VLJQL¿FDQW�����GHFOLQH�RYHU�
WKH������ZLQWHU�WRWDO�DIWHU�HLJKW�\HDUV�RI�LQFUHDVHV��2WKHU�KLJK�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�ZHUH�����
DW�/HZHV�%URRNV�RQ����)HE������DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����-DQ�DQG���)HE������DW�
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���)HE������DW�1RUWRQ��6HDIRUG��RQ����)HE�����DW�5RXQG�+LOO��+DQJOHWRQ��RQ����)HE��
���DW�1HZKDYHQ�RQ���)HE�DQG����DW�%XUSKDP�RQ����-DQ�DQG�QHDUE\�DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ����
)HE��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�WKHUH�ZHUH�VLJKWLQJV�RI�����LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�
ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI����DW�6HDIRUG�RQ����-DQ�

SU

SZ

TQ

TV

TR

0

1

2

3

4

8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

  Total...............:- 308 (30%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    8 (1%)
Probably breeding..:-   17 (2%)
Possibly breeding..:-   62 (6%)
Present only.......:-  221 (21%)
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%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�HLJKW� WHWUDGV�DQG�SUREDEOH� LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�IRUPHU� LQFOXGHG�
)RUG�6WDWLRQ��$UXQ�9DOOH\��RQ����0D\�ZKHUH�DQ�RFFXSLHG�QHVW�ZDV�VHHQ��DW�6WHHS�'RZQ��/DQFLQJ��
RQ����-XQ��DW�5RGPHOO�RQ���-XO��DQG�DW�WKH�2XVH�(VWXDU\�3URMHFW��1HZKDYHQ��RQ����-XO��ZKHUH�
UHFHQWO\�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH� VHHQ��%UHHGLQJ�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� IRXU� ��NP�
VTXDUHV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�WKUHH�PRUH��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�VL[�SDLUV�RU� WHUULWRULHV�
LQ�������WKH�DQQXDO�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\�LGHQWL¿HG�MXVW�RQH��DW�:HDYHUV�'RZQ�
�/LVV���7KHUH�ZHUH�����SDLUV�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH��D�GHFOLQH�RI�����IURP�����SDLUV�LQ������DQG�
����LQ�������(OVHZKHUH��WKHUH�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW����SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV�DW�5\H�+EU�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU��
¿YH�SDLUV�DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�DQG�WKUHH�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�

7KH�KLJKHVW�VXPPHU�FRXQW�ZDV�RI����DW�%XUQKRXVH�%RVWDO��.H\PHU��RQ����-XQ�ZKHUH�WKHUH�
ZDV�µZDOO�WR�ZDOO�6N\ODUN�VRQJ«¶�DQG����RQ�GRZQODQG�QHDU�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����-XQ��,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�
WKHUH�ZHUH�REVHUYDWLRQV�DW�&OLPSLQJ�RI�ELUGV�RQ�HLJKW�GD\V�LQ�2FWREHU�LQFOXGLQJ�����(�RQ�WKH�
23rd��'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����1RY������DW�6WHHS�'RZQ�
�/DQFLQJ��RQ���'HF�DQG�����DW�(DVW�*XOGHIRUG�/HYHO�RQ���'HF��2QH�ZDV�VHHQ�EHLQJ�WDNHQ�E\�D�
0HUOLQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�WKHUH�ZHUH�VLJKWLQJV�RI����ELUGV�LQ����RI�WKH�
������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI����DW�5LSH�RQ���'HF��7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�
\HDU�ZHUH�RQ����'HF�RI����DW�:HVW�0DUGHQ�DQG����DW�5RXQG�+LOO��+DQJOHWRQ���>636@

6KRUH�/DUN��&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ��2FWREHU�������/XNH�'UD\�

Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris

Rare vagrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�WKLV�\HDU�ZDV�RI�DQ�DGXOW�DW�WKH�)LUVW�6LVWHU��&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ��RQ����2FW��/&�
et al.���ZKLFK�UDLVHG�WKH�QXPEHU�UHFRUGHG�WKLV�FHQWXU\�WR�HLJKW��>-$+@
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Fairly common summer visitor and very common passage migrant. Amber listed species 

of medium conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\����WHWUDGV��ZLWK�D�VWURQJ�ELDV�WRZDUGV�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�KDOI�
RI�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�WZR�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�DQG�¿YH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����
0DU��D�IXOO����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�RI�������DOWKRXJK�RQO\�¿YH�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��7KH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�RQH�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�:DUQKDP�/15��VL[�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG����DW�5\H�+EU��,W�ZDV�D�IXUWKHU�QLQH�GD\V�EHIRUH�WZR�ÀHZ�1�DW�:RUWKLQJ�
RQ�WKH���th��RQH�ZDV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�IXUWKHU�����ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG����DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��RQ�WKH���st��6SULQJ�SDVVDJH�FRQWLQXHG�VORZO\�ZLWK�RQO\����UHFRUGV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
KDOI�RI�$SULO��2EVHUYHUV�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�DQG�%DUFRPEH�5HVHUYRLUV�UHFRUGHG�FRXQWV�RI�VL[�HDFK�RQ�
the 3rd�DQG��th�UHVSHFWLYHO\��EXW�HYHQ�WKURXJK�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�$SULO�WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�IRXU�GRXEOH�
¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����1�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th.

6DQG�0DUWLQ��5\H�+DUERXU��6HSWHPEHU�������%DUU\�<DWHV�

The remainder of spring passage movement did not involve many particularly large counts, 
DOWKRXJK�����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ���0D\�DQG�����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���
0D\�ZHUH�H[FHSWLRQV��'XULQJ�0D\�WKHUH�ZHUH�MXVW����FRXQWV�UDQJLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WHQ�DQG����

7KUHH�SDLUV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�SURVSHFWLQJ�WKH�DUWL¿FLDO�VDQG�EDQN�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ���0D\���
$W�:HVW�+HDWK�&RPPRQ��ZKHUH�XS�WR����KROHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WZR�FRORQLHV�KDG�EHHQ�QRWHG�RQ����
0D\��\RXQJ�LQ�WKH�QHVW�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�RQ���-XQ�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�ÀHGJHG�ELUGV�DSSHDUHG�RQ����-XO��1R�
QHVWLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�6WHGKDP��0LQVWHDG�4XDUU\�RU�5\H�+EU��QHLWKHU�ZHUH�WKHUH�DQ\�EUHHGLQJ�
DWWHPSWV�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�LQ�WKH�DUWL¿FLDO�VDQG�EDQN��DOWKRXJK�GXULQJ�6HSWHPEHU�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�
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prospecting holes there, perhaps for the following year or maybe for roosting purposes. This 
GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�IRU�6DQG�0DUWLQ�SXWV�LW�LQ�GDQJHU�RI�EHLQJ�ORVW�DV�D�EUHHGLQJ�VSHFLHV�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�
the not too distant future unless its fortunes are reversed. 

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH����DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ����-XO�DQG�E\�HDUO\�$XJXVW�WKHUH�ZDV�
D�PLQLPXP�RI����� WKHUH�RQ� WKH��th. The largest numbers in the autumn were recorded at Pett 
/HYHO�ZKHUH�FRXQWV�EXLOW�XS�IURP�����RQ����-XO\��WR�����LQ�HDUO\�$XJXVW������RQ���$XJ������RQ�
���$XJ�DQG������RQ����$XJ��)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�QXPEHUV�ÀXFWXDWHG�EXW�RWKHU�KLJK�FRXQWV�LQFOXGHG�
�����RQ����$XJ�������RQ����$XJ�������RQ����6HS�DQG������RQ����6HS��(OVHZKHUH�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�
considerably lower.

7KH�SHQXOWLPDWH�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU��RI�WHQ�ELUGV��FDPH�IURP�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����2FW��FORVH�WR�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����2FW��7ZR�ELUGV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��KRZHYHU��UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�YHU\�ODVW�UHFRUG�
RQ����1RY��D�IXOO�WKUHH�ZHHNV�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��>'%@

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Common summer visitor and abundant passage migrant. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern.

%DUQ�6ZDOORZV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��$Q�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�XVXDO�¿UVW�
UHFRUG�IRU������FDPH�IURP�6W�/HRQDUGV�RQ���0DU�����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�DQG�
MXVW�RYHU�D�ZHHN�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI���0DU��$�ZHHN�HODSVHG�EHIRUH�WKH�QH[W�
UHFRUG� RQ� ��0DU� RI� DQRWKHU� LQGLYLGXDO�� WKLV� WLPH� DW�1HZKDYHQ�7LGH�0LOOV� DQG� WKHQ� D� IXUWKHU�
HLJKW�GD\V�EHIRUH�WKH�WKLUG�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU��RQH�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����0DU��,W�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO�WKH�
FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ODWH�GDWH�RI���$SU�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RI����DW�%DUFRPEH�
Res.

6SULQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWLQXHG�VORZO\�ZLWK�ELUGV� WULFNOLQJ� UDWKHU� WKDQ�VWUHDPLQJ� LQ��DOPRVW�DOO�
FRXQWV�XS�WR�ODWH�$SULO�ZHUH�RI�IHZHU�WKDQ����ELUGV��WKH�H[FHSWLRQV�EHLQJ����1�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����
$SU�DQG�����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ����$SU��,Q�WKH�ODVW�ZHHN�RI�$SULO�DQG�LQWR�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�0D\��
PLJUDWLRQ�LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ZLWK����FRXQWV�RI�RYHU�����ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG��PRVW�
QRWDEO\������1�DQG�����1�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���DQG���0D\�UHVSHFWLYHO\�DQG������DW�3XOERURXJK�
%URRNV�RQ���0D\�ZLWK������WKHUH�RQ�WKH��th��7KH�ODVW�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�RI�WKH�VSULQJ�ZDV�����DW�
:LQFKHOVHD�%HDFK�RQ����0D\��

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�MXVW����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�FRPSDULVRQ�
ZLWK� ����� LV� VWDUN� �FRQ¿UPHG� EUHHGLQJ� LQ� ���� WHWUDGV� ZLWK� SUREDEOH� LQ� ������ EXW� SUREDEO\�
represents the increased observer effort to record a breeding status during the BTO Bird Atlas 
��������SURMHFW��7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�ELUGV�REVHUYHG�RQ�WKH�QHVW�ZDV�RQ����$SU�DW�.H\PHU��D�GD\�
HDUOLHU�WKDQ�LQ�������7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�D�QHVW�ZLWK�\RXQJ�ZDV�DW�)LQGRQ�3DUN�RQ����0D\�DQG�LW�
ZDV�QRW�XQWLO����-XO�ZKHQ�ÀHGJLQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�REVHUYHG��DW�$UXQGHO�::7��DW�WKH�VDPH�VLWH�RQ���$XJ�
a nest was found to contain four eggs. 

$XWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��IROORZLQJ�����DW�:LQFKHOVHD�DQG������
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���6HS�������DW�)DLUOLJKW�DQG������DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��rd�DQG������DW�$UOLQJWRQ�
5HV�RQ�WKH���th��RWKHU�KLJK�FRXQWV�ODWHU�LQ�WKH�PRQWK�LQFOXGHG������DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���rd�������6�
LQ��ò�KU�DW�8FN¿HOG�RQ�WKH���th��DQG������DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ�WKH���th��$�IXUWKHU�QLQH�FRXQWV�RI������RU�
PRUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�SHULRG��'XULQJ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�DW�+DVWLQJV�IURP�
��$XJ�WR����1RY�D�WRWDO�RI������ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ����GD\V�

'XULQJ�1RYHPEHU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�ZLWK�GDLO\��ZLGHVSUHDG�UHFRUGV�XQWLO�WKH�
�th�DQG�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�RI����DW�:DOWKDP�%URRNV�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�WHQ�DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ�WKH��th. Nineteen 



 116 SOS Bird Report     154 Systematic list  Systematic list 155

ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�IRXU�GDWHV�EHWZHHQ����DQG����1RY�DQG�RQH�DW�+DVVRFNV�RQ�WKH���th represented 
WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�IRU������� WZR�GD\V�HDUOLHU� WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�QLQH�GD\V�HDUOLHU� WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GDWH��>'%@

House Martin Delichon urbica

Common summer visitor and abundant passage migrant. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��F�����RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�
\HDU�ZDV�RI�D�IRXU�ELUGV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����0DU��D�ZHHN�HDUOLHU�WKDQ������EXW�WKUHH�GD\V�
ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����0DU��2QH�DW�&ROGZDOWKDP�RQ����0DU��WZR�DW�1HZKDYHQ�
RQ�WKH���th�DQG�VLQJOHV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���st were the remaining 
March records. Thereafter small numbers were recorded most days until the second half of April 
ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�RQ�WKH���th�FRXQWV�RI�����DW�%HZO�:DWHU������
DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG����DW�5RWWLQJGHDQ�

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�0D\�VHYHQ�FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH�ZHUH�UHWXUQHG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI������
DW� 3XOERURXJK�%URRNV� RQ� WKH� �th��7KUHH� IXUWKHU� WKUHH�¿JXUH� FRXQWV� FDPH� IURP�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�
�������7KRUQH\�,VODQG�������DQG�$UXQGHO�::7�������DOO�RQ����0D\��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�ODVW�SHDN�
of spring migration.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�IURP�D�IXUWKHU�VHYHQ��VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
ORZHU�¿JXUHV�WKDQ�IRU�������$OWKRXJK�ELUGV�ZHUH�SURVSHFWLQJ�QHVWLQJ�VLWHV�LQ�&KLFKHVWHU�RQ����
0D\�DQG�DW�/DXJKWRQ�RQ�WKH���th��WKH�¿UVW�FRQ¿UPHG�RFFXSLHG�QHVW�VLWH�ZDV�DW�7HOVFRPEH�RQ����
0D\��2Q�WKH���th�DUWL¿FLDO�QHVWV�RQ�D�6RXWK�(DVW�:DWHU�EXLOGLQJ�ZHUH�RFFXSLHG�DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV���
7KH�HDUOLHVW�GDWH�UHFRUGHG�IRU�D�QHVW�FRQWDLQLQJ�\RXQJ�FDPH�IURP�%DUFRPEH�5HV�RQ���-XO��<RXQJ�
ZHUH�VWLOO�EHLQJ�IHG�LQ�WKH�QHVW�RQ���2FW�DW�+HQ¿HOG��

$XWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ�EHJDQ�LQ�HDUQHVW�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�$XJXVW�ZLWK�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH�
��th�IROORZHG�E\�SHDN�FRXQWV�RI�����IURP�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH���st�DQG�����RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\�
DW�(DVWERXUQH��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�6HSWHPEHU�WKHUH�ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH��ZLWK�D�
PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����6HS��+RZHYHU��LW�ZDV�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�IURP�PLG�6HSWHPEHU�
WR�PLG�2FWREHU�WKDW�PLJUDWLRQ�UHDOO\�SHDNHG��ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�VLQJOH�GD\�FRXQW�RI��������:�SDVW�
+DVWLQJV�RQ����6HS��2WKHU�VLJQL¿FDQW�GD\�WRWDOV�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�LQFOXGHG������DW�)DLUOLJKW�RQ����
6HS�DQG������WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG������DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�RQ����6HS��$Q�HVWLPDWHG��������ELUGV�
SDVVHG�WKURXJK�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKLV�PLG�6HSWHPEHU�WR�PLG�2FWREHU�SHULRG��'XULQJ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�
PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�DW�+DVWLQJV��D�WRWDO�RI��������ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����GD\V�EHWZHHQ����$XJ�
DQG����1RY��0LJUDWLRQ�TXLFNO\�WKLQQHG�RXW�DIWHU�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�2FWREHU��ZLWK�RQO\�VHYHQ�GRXEOH�
¿JXUH�FRXQWV�XQWLO�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�IRU�������$W�6HOVH\�%LOO����:�LQ�WZR�KRXUV�RQ���1RY�DQG����DW�
(DVWERXUQH�RQ���1RY�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�QRWDEOH�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�HQG�RI�DXWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ��7KH�ODVW�
UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�RQ����1RY��IRXU�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�
GDWH��DOWKRXJK�HOHYHQ�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�LQ�������>'%@

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti

Scarce but increasing resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

&HWWL¶V�:DUEOHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG� LQ���� WHWUDGV�GXULQJ� WKH�\HDU��'XULQJ�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\�
WKHUH�ZHUH�UHSRUWV�IURP����GLIIHUHQW�VLWHV��DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�HLJKW�RYHU�������0DLQ�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�
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ZHUH�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��ZKLFK�KHOG�VL[�VLQJLQJ�ELUGV�RQ����-DQ��5\H�+EU�ZKHUH�
WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�DW�&DUWHUV�3LW�RQ�WKH���th��DQG�3DJKDP�+EU�ZKHUH�VL[�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�
:DOO�DUHD�RQ���)HE��2WKHU�VLWHV�ZKHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�IRXQG�LQFOXGHG�3HWW�/HYHO�ZLWK�
IRXU�RQ����-DQ�DQG����)HE��$UXQGHO�::7�ZKHUH�WKH�)HEUXDU\�PD[LPXP�ZDV�IRXU�RQ�WKH���st, 
DQG�6KLQHZDWHU�/DNH��(DVWERXUQH��ZKLFK�KHOG�WKUHH�RQ�WKH���th. Among other sites where single 
birds were reported were the Brede Valley, Winchelsea Beach, Filsham LNR, West Rise Marsh 
(Eastbourne), Lewes Brooks, Southease, Beeding Brooks, Waltham Brooks, Lidsey, Apuldram 
and Fishbourne.�7KHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�DW�)LOVKDP�/15�RQ���$SU��HLJKW�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH���th 
DQG�VHYHQ�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th. Five separate individuals were recorded on a WBBS survey 
DORQJ���NP�RI�/LGVH\�5LIH�RQ����$SU DQG�¿YH�ZHUH�DW�:DOWKDP�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���nd. Nine were 
reported singing throughout March and April at Thorney Deeps, a slight reduction on last year, 
but no young were found at the site this year, probably the result of adverse weather. However, 
VRPH�GLG�PDQDJH�WR�EUHHG�VXFFHVVIXOO\��D�SDLU�ZDV�VHHQ�IHHGLQJ�\RXQJ�LQ�JRUVH�DW�5\H�RQ����-XQ��
D�SRVVLEOH�IDPLO\�JURXS�ZHUH�DW�:LQFKHOVHD�RQ����$XJ�DQG�SDUHQW�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�ZLWK�\RXQJ�DW�
/LGVH\�RQ�WKH���th��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�DOVR�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZKHUH�IRXU�PDOHV�KHOG�WHUULWRU\�DQG�
ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�VHHQ�

SU

SZ

TQ

TV

TR

0

1

2

3

4

8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

  Total...............:-  57 (5%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    3 (0%)
Probably breeding..:-    1 (0%)
Possibly breeding..:-   16 (2%)
Present only.......:-   37 (4%)

'XULQJ�1RYHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU�WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�MXVW����VLWHV�DQG�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�
ORZHU�WKDQ�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�\HDU��WKHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��IRXU�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�DQG�5RGPHOO��
DQG�WKUHH�DW�$UXQGHO�::7��&URZKXUVW��3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�5\H�+EU��>93%@

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Very common resident.

/RQJ�WDLOHG�7LWV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�LQ�����������RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��'XULQJ�WKH�
¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH����UHSRUWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV��ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�EHLQJ����DW�
/LGVH\�2OG�&DQDO�RQ���-DQ��DQG����ERWK�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���-DQ�DQG�DOVR�RQ�D�IHHGHU�LQ�+HQ¿HOG�RQ�
��)HE��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�6:%6�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP����RXW�RI�����VTXDUHV�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�
���DW�3DOOLQJKDP��3XOERURXJK���

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����IHZHU�WKDQ�LQ�������$�SDLU�
ZDV�VHHQ�FDUU\LQJ�OLFKHQ�IRU�QHVW�EXLOGLQJ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���0DU��7KH�HDUOLHVW�FRQ¿UPHG�UHSRUW�
RI�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�RI�D�SDLU�RQ�D�QHVW�DW�6KHHSFRWH�9DOOH\��%ULJKWRQ��RQ����$SU��7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�DGXOW�
REVHUYHG�IRRG�FROOHFWLQJ�DW�/LWWOHZRUWK��3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ��RQ���0D\��7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�ÀHGJHG�
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\RXQJ�FDPH� IURP�,Y\�/DNH� �&KLFKHVWHU�*3��RQ����0D\�DQG� WKHUH�ZHUH���� IXUWKHU� UHFRUGV�RI�
ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�XQWLO����-XO��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�ZHUH�RI����DW�,Y\�/DNH�RQ����
0D\�����DW�&KDLOH\�&RPPRQ�RQ����$SU�DQG����DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ���$SU���

'XULQJ� WKH� SRVW�EUHHGLQJ� SHULRG� WKHUH� ZHUH� ��� UHFRUGV� RI� ��� ELUGV� RU� PRUH�� 7KH� KLJKHVW�
QXPEHUV�ZHUH����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���2FW�����DW�&OLII�(QG��3HWW��RQ����2FW�DQG�DXWXPQ�FRXQWV�RI����
DW�:RRGV�0LOO��+HQ¿HOG���$VKFRPEH�%RWWRP��/HZHV��DQG�3LFNKDP�)P��3HWW���'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�
ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RI����DW�.LUGIRUG�RQ����1RY�����DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ���1RY�
DQG����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ����'HF��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�6:%6�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP����RXW�RI�
����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�FRXQW�DW�.LUGIRUG�EHLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW��>3'@

Pallas’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus

Very scarce visitor, mostly in late autumn.

2QH�WUDSSHG��ULQJHG�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�RQ�GRZQODQG�QHDU�3\HFRPEH�RQ����1RY��30��ZDV�WKH�
RQO\�UHFRUG��>-$+@

<HOORZ�EURZHG�:DUEOHU��:RUWKLQJ��)HEUXDU\�������/HLJK�3UHYRVW�

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

Very scarce visitor; mostly in late autumn.

7KH�QLQH�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ������HTXDOOHG�WKH�QXPEHU�VHHQ�LQ�������2QH�IRXQG�LQ�:RUWKLQJ�
RQ����)HE��SUHVXPDEO\�RYHUZLQWHULQJ�VRPHZKHUH��ZDV�VHHQ�WKHUH�XQWLO����0DU��PR����,Q�2FWREHU��
WKUHH�ZHUH� WUDSSHG�DQG� ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ� WKH���th����th� DQG���th (RBRG), and another at 
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%URRNODQGV��:RUWKLQJ��RQ�WKH���th��',6��5$,��ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�DW�3HDFHKDYHQ�RQ�WKH���th 
�$7���RQH�DW�+RGFRPEH��%HDFK\�+HDG��WKH�QH[W�GD\��5+&��6$&��DQG�RQH�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ�WKH�
23rd��5&6���)LQDOO\��LQ�1RYHPEHU��RQH�ZDV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th��3-5��(05��ZKLFK�
ZDV�WKRXJKW�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�WKHUH�IRU�D�IHZ�GD\V�ZKHQ�IRXQG��7KH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\�������
LQFOXGHG��PRYHV�RQ�WR�����>-$+@

Hume’s Warbler Phylloscopus humei

Very rare vagrant.

7KH�UHFRUG�RI�RQH�DW�%HOOH�7RXW�:RRG��%HDFK\�+HDG��IURP����2FW�WR���1RY�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�
E\�%%5&��-+0�et al.���7KLV�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�VL[WK�FRXQW\�UHFRUG�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�VLQFH�RQH�DW�WKH�VDPH�
ORFDWLRQ�IURP����'HF������WR����-DQ�������7KH�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUGV�KDYH�DOO�EHHQ�RI�ELUGV�DUULYLQJ�
in Nov (3) or Dec (2). Belle Tout Wood appears to be the prime location for this species with four 
RI�WKH�VL[�FRXQW\�UHFRUGV�EHLQJ�RI�ELUGV�VHHQ�WKHUH��>'++@

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

Very scarce and declining summer resident and passage migrant. Red listed species of 

high conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\����WHWUDGV��$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ZHOFRPH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
UHFRUGV�UHFHLYHG��ZLWK�VRPH�����QHDUO\�GRXEOH�WKDW�LQ�������VDGO\�WKHVH�RQO\�UHODWHG�WR�D�VPDOO�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�����DV�RSSRVHG�WR����LQ������

7KH�HDUOLHVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�IURP�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����$SU��QLQH�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�FRXQW\�
DYHUDJH�GDWH��7KLV�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�ELUGV�DW�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�DQG�6HOVH\�RQ�WKH���th. In May 
WKHUH�ZDV� D� GH¿QHG� LQÀX[� HDUO\� LQ� WKH�PRQWK��ZLWK� VLJKWLQJV� IURP� VRPH� WHQ� VLWHV�� DQG� WKHUH�
ZHUH�UHFRUGV��PRVWO\�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV��IURP�%H[KLOO��3DJKDP�+EU��%XFKDQ�3DUN�DQG��PRVW�QRWDEO\��
Ashdown Forest throughout the month.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�QRW�FRQ¿UPHG�DQ\ZKHUH�DQG�ZDV�RQO\�SUREDEOH�DW�WZR�VLWHV�ZLWK�ELUGV�KROGLQJ�
territory on Ashdown Forest and at Buchan Park. Apart from these, territorial birds were singing 
DW����RWKHU�VLWHV�EXW�RQO\�WKUHH�RI�WKHVH�ZHUH�DZD\�IURP�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��7KH�ODVW�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�
KHDUG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����-XQ�DQG�DW�%XFKDQ�3DUN�RQ����-XQ��$�ELUG�UHFRUGHG�DW�:DUQKDP�
/15�RQ����-XO�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�HLWKHU�D�ZDQGHULQJ�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�RQH�RQ�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ��2WKHU�
UHWXUQLQJ�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�RQH�RQ����-XO�DQG�WKUHH�RQ���$XJ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�RQH�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�
RQ����6HS��>7:3@

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

Very common summer visitor and passage migrant; small numbers winter.

7KLV� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ����� WHWUDGV� DFURVV� WKH� FRXQW\�� ,Q� -DQXDU\�� WKHUH�ZHUH� VHYHUDO�
FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ZLQWHULQJ�DW�&ROGZDOWKDP�6)�ZLWK�D�PLQLPXP�RI����RQ�WKH��th and mainly 
VLQJOHV�DW�DERXW����RWKHU�VLWHV��,Q�)HEUXDU\��LW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�VOLJKWO\�IHZHU�VLWHV�EXW��LQ�HDUO\�
0DUFK��WZR�VLQJLQJ�DW�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�RQ�WKH��th were possibly new arrivals while at Pagham 
+EU�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�WKH���th�RQZDUGV�ZLWK�DQ�LQÀX[�RI����RQ�WKH���th. Elsewhere, 
WKHUH�ZDV�D�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�� WHQ�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�DQG����DW�
:DUQKDP�/15�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ�WKH���th.
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$UULYDOV�FRQWLQXHG�WKURXJKRXW�$SULO�DQG�DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�FRXQWV�RI�GRXEOH�¿JXUHV�
QR�PDMRU�IDOOV�RFFXUUHG��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�RQO\�VL[�WHWUDGV�ZLWK�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�DW�D�
IXUWKHU�����

,W� ZDV� GLI¿FXOW� WR� GHWHUPLQH� ZKHQ� UHWXUQ� PLJUDWLRQ� VWDUWHG�� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� XQVHDVRQDEOH�
FRQGLWLRQV�� EXW� LW�ZDV�ZHOO� XQGHU�ZD\�E\���6HS�ZKHQ����ZHUH� FRXQWHG� DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ�
�%HDFK\�+HDG��DQG����DW�+DVWLQJV��$W�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH���th�����ZHUH�DW�
:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ�RQ�WKH���th��ZLWK�����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�PLQLPXP�RI����DW�WKH�
%UHHFK�3RRO��3DJKDP�+EU��RQ�WKH���th��2WKHU�JDWKHULQJV�RFFXUUHG�DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��ZLWK�����
WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����RQ�WKH���st��ZKLOVW�DW�&OLPSLQJ�WKHUH�ZHUH����RQ�WKH���th�����DW�&LVVEXU\�
5LQJ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ�WKH���th�ZKLOH�D�FRXQW�RI�����DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ�RQ���th 

ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQW�IRU�WKH�SHULRG��7KH�PRQWK�PD[LPXP�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZDV�����RQ�WKH���th. 
7KHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�KLJK�FRXQWV�UHFRUGHG�WKURXJKRXW�2FWREHU��WKH�KLJKHVW�ZHUH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZKHUH�
WKHUH�ZHUH�����RQ�WKH��th������RQ�WKH��th�����RQ�WKH��th�DQG����RQ�WKH��th. Other notable counts 
ZHUH����DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ�WKH��th������DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�DQG����DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG��DOO�RQ�WKH��th. During 
1RYHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU�WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�VLQJOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�DW�DERXW����VLWHV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�
QXPEHU�EHLQJ�HLJKW�DW�/LGVH\�6)�RQ����'HF�DQG�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����'HF���

There were two records of birds showing characteristics of one of the eastern forms, P.c. 

abietinus or P.c. tristis��RQH�ZLWK�&RPPRQ�&KLIIFKDIIV�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�(DVWERXUQH�RQ����1RY�
�-)&��'5&���DQG�DQRWKHU�WUDSSHG�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���'HF��,'+��3(-���>7:3@

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Common but declining summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern.

:LOORZ�:DUEOHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ� WKH�\HDU��7KH\�ZHUH�¿UVW� UHFRUGHG�
RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����0DU��WKUHH�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�FRXQW\�DYHUDJH�GDWH��8S�WR�WKH�
HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK�D�IXUWKHU����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�YDULRXV�VLWHV��'XULQJ�HDUO\�$SULO�WKHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�
VLQJOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�EXW�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�HVWLPDWH�RI����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��rd was noteworthy 
DV�ZDV����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th��$QRWKHU�FRDVWDO�IDOO�RFFXUUHG�RQ�WKH���th�ZLWK�����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�
DQG����DW�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\�ZKLOVW�QXPEHUV�VWDUWHG�WR�EXLOG�XS�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�IURP�WKH���th.   
,PPLJUDWLRQ�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK��IRU�H[DPSOH�����VHHQ�LQ�JDUGHQV�DQG�FRPLQJ�LQ�RII�WKH�VHD�DW�6HOVH\�
%LOO�RQ���0D\�

,Q�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�RQO\�WKUHH�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�
IXUWKHU�����D�SRRU�VKRZLQJ�DQG��DV�ZLWK�PDQ\�RWKHU�VSHFLHV��VXIIHULQJ�IURP�WKH�DSSDOOLQJ�ZHDWKHU�
GXULQJ� WKH� VXPPHU��7KHUH�ZHUH� WKUHH�SDLUV� DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�EXW� WKH�PDMRULW\�RI� UHFRUGV�
during the breeding season came, as usual, from Ashdown Forest.

5HWXUQ�SDVVDJH�EHJDQ�LQ�-XO\�ZLWK�WKUHH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��WZR�RQ�WKH���th and rising to 
���RQ�WKH���th�ZLWK�D�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�RI�����(OVHZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ��DQG�
RQH�HDFK�ZDV�DW�5\H�+EU�DQG�:LQFKHOVHD�%HDFK��DOO�RQ�WKH���th. During August, at Pett Level high 
FRXQWV�ZHUH�����RQ�WKH��rd������RQ�WKH��th������RQ�WKH��th�DQG�����RQ�WKH��th. There was a fall of 
���DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ�WKH��rd�DQG����DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��%HDFK\�+HDG���2WKHU�ODUJH�FRXQWV�
RFFXUUHG�ODWHU�ZLWK����DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ�DQG�����DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ�WKH��th�����DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�
DQG����DW�:LQFKHOVHD�%HDFK�RQ�WKH���th��&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�DWWUDFW�WKHP��ZLWK����RQ�WKH�
��th��DV�GLG�6KHHSFRWH�9DOOH\�ZLWK����DQG�:KLWEUHG�+ROORZ�ZLWK����RQ���th��$Q�HVWLPDWHG�����
ZHUH�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�%HDFK\�+HDG�DUHD�RQ�WKH���th��$W�&OLPSLQJ����ZHUH�QRWHG�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�)DLUOLJKW�RQ�WKH���st�DQG�DQRWKHU�QLFH�FRXQW�RI����RFFXUUHG�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ�
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the 23rd��,Q�6HSWHPEHU��WKLQJV�ZHUH�TXLHWHU�EXW�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�WKHUH�ZHUH����RQ�WKH��nd�DQG����RQ�WKH�
�th�����DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ�RQ�WKH��rd�DQG����DW�6KHHSFRWH�9DOOH\�RQ�WKH��th. Thereafter numbers 
GHFOLQHG�WKURXJK�WR�2FWREHU�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�D�WRWDO�RI�VRPH����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�YDULRXV�VLWHV��WKH�ODVW�
being at Beachy Head on the 22nd.

The only record of a bird showing characteristics of the eastern continental form P.t. acredula 

ZDV�RI�RQH�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�+RUVHVKRH�3ODQWDWLRQ��%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ����0D\��'&��-)&���>7:3@

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Very common summer visitor and passage migrant; scarce winter visitor.

%ODFNFDSV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��'XULQJ�-DQXDU\�DQG�)HEUXDU\�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHSRUWV�
IURP� ��� GLIIHUHQW� ORFDWLRQV�� QLQH� IHZHU� WKDQ� LQ� ������ UHSUHVHQWLQJ� D�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU� RI� ���
LQGLYLGXDOV��$�IHPDOH�VHHQ�LQ�D�JDUGHQ�DW�.H\PHU�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IRU����GD\V�XS�WR���0DU�DQG�IHG�
on apple slices and berries. Other individuals took ivy and honeysuckle berries. The reliance of 
WKH�VSHFLHV�RQ�JDUGHQV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�PRQWKV�LV�ERUQH�RXW�E\�MXVW�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�6:%6�FRXQWV�LQ�������NP�VTXDUHV��6LQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�RQ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�GD\V�DW�3HWW�
/HYHO�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�DQG�RQH�RI�D�SDLU�WUDSSHG�RQ����)HE�LQ�:HVW�:RUWKLQJ�KDG�EHHQ�ULQJHG�DW�
6DQGZLFK�%D\��.HQW�RQ����6HS������

%ODFNFDS��+RGFRPEH��)HEUXDU\�������5RJHU�DQG�/L]�&KDUOZRRG�

7KH�¿UVW�PDOH�LQ�IXOO�VRQJ�ZDV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����)HE��DQG�RWKHUV�ZHUH�KHDUG�IURP�PLG�0DUFK�
RQZDUGV��WKRXJK�WKH�PDLQ�LQÀX[�IROORZHG�GXULQJ�$SULO��'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�
���SDLUV�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU� ���DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU���WHQ�DW�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG�¿YH�DW�$PEHUOH\��WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�VLWHV�KROGLQJ�VOLJKWO\�ORZHU�QXPEHUV�WKDQ�
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LQ������ $Q�DGXOW�IHPDOH�ZLWK�D�EURRG�SDWFK�ZDV�WUDSSHG�DW�&LVVEXU\�RQ���0D\��VKH�KDG�EHHQ�
ULQJHG�DV�DQ�DGXOW�DW�WKH�VLWH�LQ�-XQH�������KHQFH�ZDV�DW�OHDVW�VL[�\HDUV�ROG��$Q�DGXOW�FDUU\LQJ�IRRG�
ZDV�VHHQ�DW�3OXPSWRQ�RQ���-XQ�DQG�DPRQJ����UHSRUWHG�DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ��� May was one 
with a banded demoiselle in its beak. A French ringed bird was controlled at Ladywell (Coombes) 
RQ����0D\�

/LWWOH�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�$XJXVW��WKRXJK�RQ���6HS�����SDVVHG�WKURXJK�%HDFK\�+HDG��DQG�
����WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��1XPEHUV�WKHQ�LQFUHDVHG��ZLWK�����RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WKH�PRQWK¶V�PD[LPXP�
RI�����UHSRUWHG�RQ�WKH���th��+RZHYHU��DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RYHU�����ELUGV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�RQ�¿YH�GLIIHUHQW�
GD\V�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�WRWDO�RI�����RQ�WKH���th��WKLV�FRPSDUHV�XQIDYRXUDEO\�ZLWK�D�
PD[LPXP�GD\�WRWDO�RI������LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������7KH�6WH\QLQJ�5*�KDQGOHG�����GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�DW�
&LVVEXU\��URXJKO\�RQH�WKLUG�RI�WKH������WRWDO��DQG�DW�6WH\QLQJ�WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�ZDV�����WR�������
7KH�QXPEHU�RI�¿UVW�\HDU�ELUGV�FRPSDUHG�WR�DGXOWV�ZDV�DOVR�ORZHU�DW�����FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����WKH�
previous year (Steyning RG data).

5HSRUWV� GXULQJ� 1RYHPEHU� DQG� 'HFHPEHU� ZHUH� UHFHLYHG� IURP� ��� GLIIHUHQW� ORFDWLRQV� DQG�
FRPSULVHG�DW�OHDVW����ELUGV��$W�&LVVEXU\�WKUHH�¿UVW�\HDU�IHPDOHV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�LQ�HDUO\�1RYHPEHU��
DOO�ZHLJKLQJ�RYHU����J��VR�SRVVLEO\�ODWH�GHSDUWLQJ�PLJUDQWV��>93%@�

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

Common summer visitor and passage migrant.

*DUGHQ�:DUEOHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�
ZDV�DW�&KDLOH\�&RPPRQ�RQ����0DU��MXVW�RQH�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�HDUOLHVW�UHFRUGHG�DUULYDO�GDWH�DQG�
VL[�GD\V�EHIRUH�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI���$SU��%%6�REVHUYHUV�UHFRUGHG�ELUGV�DW�%RVKDP�RQ���
$SU�DQG�DW�6WRQHJDWH�RQ�WKH���th��WKHUHDIWHU�WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�VPDOO�QXPEHUV�RQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�
UHPDLQLQJ�$SULO�GD\V��7KUHH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����$SU�DQG�VL[�LQ�%UHGH�+LJK�:RRG�RQ����
$SU�ZHUH�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK��2WKHUV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�DUULYH�LQ�HDUO\�0D\��VL[�ZHUH�
at Beachy Head on the 2nd��RQ�WKH��th four were seen at Selsey Bill, three were at Beachy Head and 
RQ�WKH���th�RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�UHVWLQJ�LQ�ORZ�VKLQJOH�YHJHWDWLRQ�RQ�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK��KDYLQJ�MXVW�DUULYHG�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�WZR�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�¿UVW�WHUULWRULDO�
SDLU�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�%ODFNFDS��3OXPSWRQ��RQ����$SU�EXW�IHZ�VLWHV�KHOG�PRUH�WKDQ�VLQJOH�ELUGV�LQ�
ODWH�0D\�WR�-XQH��DPRQJ�WKHVH�ZHUH�XS�WR����RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��D�PD[LPXP�RI�¿YH�DW�6WDQOH\�
&RPPRQ��/LSKRRN���IRXU�DW�/HYLQ�'RZQ��WKUHH�DW�5HZHOO�:RRG��$UXQGHO��DQG�WZR�DW�6KHI¿HOG�
3DUN��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�&LVVEXU\�1RUWK�6FDUS�DQG�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH���$V�LQ�������QRQH�
QHVWHG� DW�5\H�+EU��7KHUH�ZDV� MXVW� RQH� SDLU� DW� 3DJKDP�+EU�� WKUHH� DW� 3XOERURXJK�%URRNV� DQG�
EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�VL[���NP�VTXDUHV�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW���

$�YHU\�SRRU�DXWXPQ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�IURP�%HDFK\�+HDG��ZKHUH�WKH�PD[LPXP�QXPEHUV�
VHHQ�ZHUH����RQ���$XJ�DQG����RQ����$XJ��1XPEHUV�ULQJHG�E\�WKH�6WH\QLQJ�5*�ZHUH�ORZHU�WKDQ�
LQ�������ZLWK����GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�KDQGOHG�DW�6WH\QLQJ�DQG����DW�&LVVEXU\�WKRXJK�IRXU�RI�WKHVH�ZHUH�
IHPDOHV�ZLWK�EURRG�SDWFKHV��$W�3HWW�/HYHO��D�VLQJOH�ELUG�WUDSSHG�RQ���0D\�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�XQWLO�
���-XO��ZKHQ�WKH\�EHFDPH�PRUH�UHJXODU�� WKRXJK�IHZHU� LQ�QXPEHU� WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��ZLWK�
PRQWKO\�PD[LPD�RI�QLQH�RQ����-XO�����RQ���$XJ�DQG����RQ�ERWK���DQG���6HS��

$IWHU�PLG�6HSWHPEHU�IHZ�ELUGV�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�DW�/HZHV�RQ�WKH���th, 
RQH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�&OLPSLQJ�%HDFK�RQ�WKH���th��6L[�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�2FWREHU��RQH�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH��st��DQG�¿YH�ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�EHWZHHQ�WKH��rd�DQG���th, 
WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�\HDU��WZR�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��>93%@
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Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria

Very scarce autumn visitor.

2QH�IRXQG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���6HS��05)��3(-��ZDV� WUDSSHG�� ULQJHG�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG��7KH�
FRXQW\�WRWDO�PRYHV�RQ�WR����ZLWK����RI�WKHP�WKLV�FHQWXU\��7KLV�LV�W\SLFDOO\�DQ�DXWXPQ�PLJUDQW�ZLWK�
DOO����RFFXUUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�WKUHH�PRQWKV�$XJXVW�WR�2FWREHU������RI�ZKLFK have been in September 
>-$+@

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca

Fairly common summer visitor and passage migrant.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��PRUH�RIWHQ�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WKDQ�WKH�HDVW���
7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�DW�/HZHV�5DFHFRXUVH�RQ���$SU��¿YH�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GDWH��DQG�FDPH�DV�D�VXUSULVH�WR�WKH�REVHUYHU��ZKRVH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�VSHFLHV�DW�WKH�VLWH�
LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WZR�\HDUV�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�XQWLO�WKH���th. No more were seen until one at Rye Hbr on 
WKH���th��DQG�WKH�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�ZDV�DW�6LGOHVKDP�RQ�WKH���st. 

During the breeding season there were nine pairs at Thorney Island, seven at Pagham Hbr, 
three at Pulborough Brooks,�DOO�IHZHU�WKDQ�WKRVH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�������+RZHYHU��DW�5\H�+EU�WKHUH�
ZHUH����SDLUV�ZKLFK�ZDV�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�WKUHH��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�SDLU�DW�/DG\ZHOO��&RRPEHV���
Other sites where more than a single bird was noted were Anchor Bottom (Upper Beeding) with 
¿YH�RQ����-XQ��WKUHH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WZR�DORQJ�WKH�'RZQVOLQN�SDWK�DW�+HQ¿HOG�RQ�
the 23rd��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�RQO\�IRXU�RI�WKH�DERYH�VLWHV��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��/DG\ZHOO�
�&RRPEHV���+HQ¿HOG�DQG�3HWW�/HYHO��6WH\QLQJ�5*�UHSRUWHG�ORZ�QXPEHUV�WKLV�\HDU��ZLWK�MXVW�RQH�
LQGLYLGXDO�WUDSSHG�DW�6WH\QLQJ�RQ���-XO��WKRXJK�WKLV�ZDV�LQ�MXYHQLOH�SOXPDJH��DQG�¿YH�GLIIHUHQW�
ELUGV�KDQGOHG�DW�&LVVEXU\��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�IHPDOH�ZLWK�D�EURRG�SDWFK��DOWKRXJK�QR�MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH�
IRXQG�DW�WKLV�ODWWHU�VLWH��5HGXFHG�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�DOVR�ULQJHG�DW�RWKHU�VLWHV�ZLWK�����ELUGV�ULQJHG�
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG��UHVSHFWLYH�GHFOLQHV�RI�����DQG�����RQ�WKH������¿JXUHV�

7KH�¿UVW�DXWXPQ�UHFRUG�IURP�%HDFK\�+HDG�ZDV�RI�VL[�RQ���6HS��WKRXJK�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�YHU\�
ORZ��DQG�WKLV�SURYHG�WR�EH�WKH�PD[LPXP�GDLO\�WRWDO�WKHUH��$W�3HWW�/HYHO�WKH�$XJXVW�PD[LPXP�ZDV�
���RQ�WKH���th and in September,����RQ�WKH��st��6L[�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ�ERWK���DQG���
6HS��¿YH�ZHUH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�WKUHH�ZHUH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�¿QDO�VLJKWLQJ�
IRU�:HVW�6XVVH[�ZDV�RI�WZR�ELUGV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����6HS�DQG�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�D�
VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��>93%@

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis

Very common summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern.

7KLV� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP� ���� WHWUDGV� EXW�ZDV� VFDUFHU� LQ� WKH� IDU� HDVW� RI� WKH� FRXQW\���
7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ���$SU��MXVW�D�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�
GDWH��DQG�DQRWKHU�ZDV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�WKH�QH[W�GD\��7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�IURP�5\H�+EU�FDPH�
RQ����$SU��DQG�E\�WKH���th the species was recorded countywide. On 22 Apr nine were seen at 
/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�*&�� VL[�DW�6WRFNV�)DUP��,FNOHVKDP���¿YH�DW�/HZHV�5DFHFRXUVH�DQG� IRXU� LQ� WKH�
6OLSH� )LHOG� �3DJKDP�+EU���7ZHQW\� RQ� WKH� ��th�ZDV� WKH�PD[LPXP� VHHQ� LQ�$SULO� DW� 6KHHSFRWH�
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Valley (Brighton) and there were good numbers on Ashdown Forest, where eight were seen in the 
*UHHQZRRG�*DWH�DUHD�RQ�WKH���th��6RPH�ZHUH�VWLOO�DUULYLQJ�RQ�WKH�FRDVW�LQ�HDUO\�0D\�EXW�RQ�WKH��th 
WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�IDOO�RI�DW�OHDVW����DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��VHYHUDO�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�WR�GLWFK�
LQWR�WKH�VHD�FORVH�WR�VKRUH��RQO\�WR�EH�WDNHQ�E\�D�+HUULQJ�*XOO��7KH�QH[W�GD\�WKHUH�ZHUH�HLJKW�DW�
/\FKSROH�+LOO��7ZLQHKDP�*UHHQ�DQG�5RWWLQJGHDQ�����DW�WKH�1RUWK�:DOO��3DJKDP�+EU������DORQJ�
)HUULQJ�5LIH�DQG�����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�

'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�
IXUWKHU�����%UHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI����SDLUV�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU������RQ�WKH�
1RUIRON�(VWDWH�����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG����DW�5\H�+EU��+RZHYHU��DW�DOO�WKHVH�VLWHV��QXPEHUV�
ZHUH�OHVV�WKDQ�LQ�������$GXOWV�FDUU\LQJ�IRRG�ZHUH�¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�RQ����0D\�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�
DQG�WKH�¿UVW�ÀHGJOLQJV�ZHUH�QRWHG�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th. Steyning RG handled fewer birds than in 
������ZLWK����DW�&LVVEXU\�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����LQ������DQG�RQO\����DW�6WH\QLQJ��ZKHUH�WKH�WRWDO�KDG�
EHHQ�����WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�\RXQJ�ELUGV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�ULQJHG�DW�
WKHVH�VLWHV�ZDV�DOVR�UHGXFHG��LQGLFDWLQJ�D�SRRU�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��DV�RQO\�����RI�WKH�FRPELQHG�WRWDO�
ZHUH�¿UVW�\HDU�ELUGV��ZKHUHDV�LQ������WKLV�¿JXUH�KDG�EHHQ������6WH\QLQJ�5*�GDWD���&RPSDUDEOH�
ODUJH�GHFOLQHV�IURP�WKH�KLJK�QXPEHUV�ULQJHG�LQ������ZHUH�DOVR�HYLGHQW�IURP�WKH�UHVXOWV�DW�RWKHU�
ULQJLQJ�VLWHV��DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�%HDFK\�+HDG�WKH�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�ELUGV�ULQJHG�ZHUH������WR������
������DQG�����WR�����������UHVSHFWLYHO\��

$XWXPQ�SDVVDJH�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�ZDV�XQLQVSLULQJ��WKH�PD[LPXP�GDLO\�WRWDO�WKHUH�ZDV����RQ�
���$XJ�DQG�QRQH�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DIWHU����6HS��$W�3HWW�/HYHO�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�GDWHV�EHWZHHQ����$XJ�
DQG����6HS�ZKHQ����RU�PRUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����RQ����$XJ��(OVHZKHUH��
RQ����6HS��WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ��WKUHH�DW�/RZHU�6WDQGHDQ�DQG�WZR�DW�/HZHV��DQG�RQH�DW�
$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ�WKH���th ZDV�D�ODWH�LQODQG�UHFRUG��7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUGV�IURP�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�
ZHUH�XS�WR�WKUHH�VHHQ�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�� 2FW��ZKLOH�LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[�WZR�ELUGV��RQH�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�
WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��ZHUH�WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�\HDU�����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�
GDWH��>93%@

Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata

Scarce to fairly common but localised resident. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�MXVW����WHWUDGV��7KH�HVWLPDWHG�PLQLPXP�QXPEHUV�DQG�VLWHV����NP�
VTXDUHV��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 2 1 2 4 5 8 4 1 7 2 2 -
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 2 1 1 3 3 4 2 1 4 2 2

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�D�ELUG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ���-DQ�ZLWK�IXUWKHU�VLJKWLQJV�
RQ����DQG����-DQ�DW�D�VLWH�VRPH���NP�GLVWDQW��DVVXPHG�WR�EH�D�GLIIHUHQW�ELUG��,Q�)HEUXDU\��RQH�ZDV�
UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH���th at Rake, in the far NW of the county, the only record away from Ashdown 
)RUHVW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�

,Q�0DUFK��D�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH���th on Ashdown Forest at the same site as the bird 
RI���-DQ��'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU�PRQWKV��ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�:HDYHUV�'RZQ��/LVV��DQG�
&KDSHO�&RPPRQ��/LSKRRN���2QH��VRPHWLPHV�WZR��ZHUH�IUHTXHQWO\�UHFRUGHG�RQ�,SLQJ�&RPPRQ�
EHWZHHQ����$SU�DQG����-XO��6LQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�QRWHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ� WKUHH�GDWHV� LQ� WKH�
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SHULRG�DQG�DW�+DVWLQJV�&3�RQ�WKUHH�HDUO\�GDWHV�ZLWK�WZR�WKHUH�RQ����-XQ�DQG����-XO��7KH�DQQXDO�
7KDPHV�%DVLQ�DQG�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\�LGHQWL¿HG�VHYHQ�SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV�DW�
WKUHH�VLWHV��VHH�SDJH�����IRU�GHWDLOV�� %UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�MXVW�WZR�DUHDV��DOWKRXJK�LQ�
total there were a possible ten pairs or territories in the county. 

In the autumn, three were recorded at Hastings CP on 3 Sep and one was also seen at Pagham 
+EU�ZKHUH�LW��RU�DQRWKHU��ZDV�KHDUG�RQ����2FW��7ZR�ZHUH�RQ�/DYLQJWRQ�&RPPRQ�RQ����DQG����6HS�
DQG�RQH�ZDV�WKHUH�RQ����2FW��7KHUH�ZDV�D�UHFRUG�IURP�3HWW�/HYHO�RI�RQH�RQ����6HS�DQG�WKH�¿QDO�
UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����DQG����1RY�DQG�
��'HF��,W�LV�WR�EH�KRSHG�WKDW�ZLWK�VRPH�GHFHQW�ZHDWKHU�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�DQG�DQ�DEVHQFH�
RI�KDUVK�ZLQWHUV�WKLV�VSHFLHV�FDQ�UHJDLQ�WKH�QXPEHUV�LW�KDG�EDFN�LQ�������>636@

Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia

Very scarce and declining summer visitor and fairly common passage migrant. Red 

listed species of high conservation concern.

7KLV�VFDUFH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\����WHWUDGV��7KH�¿UVW�DUULYDO�ZDV�DW�%RVKDP�RQ���
$SU�� WZR�GD\V�HDUOLHU� WKDQ� WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�� IROORZHG�E\�VLQJOH�ELUGV�KHDUG� UHHOLQJ�DW�
&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�DQG�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ����$SU��$QRWKHU�ZDV�DW�:DOWKDP�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th, and 
RQ�WKH���th�RQH�ZDV�KHDUG�DW�5\H�+EU��'XULQJ�0D\�DQG�-XQH�WKHUH�ZHUH�IHZ�UHFRUGV��RQH�DW�&RPEH�
+DYHQ�RQ���0D\��DQRWKHU�DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th, singles at Pagham Hbr on the 2nd and 
��th�DQG�RQH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���-XQ��WKRXJK�QR�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�VXVSHFWHG�WKHUH��7ZR�VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�
ZHUH�KHDUG�DW�$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV�DQG�DQRWKHU� DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��EXW� FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI�
EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�QRW�HVWDEOLVKHG��3HUKDSV�WKLV�ZDUEOHU�LV�QRZ�YLUWXDOO\�H[WLQFW�DV�D�EUHHGLQJ�VSHFLHV�
in the county.

$XWXPQ�SDVVDJH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�FRPPHQFHG�RQ����-XO��WKRXJK�WKH�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�ZDV�RQO\�
VHYHQ�� ,Q�$XJXVW� WKH�PD[LPXP� WUDSSHG�RQ� DQ\�RQH�GD\� DW� WKH� VLWH�ZDV� ���RQ� WKH� ��th, while 
LQ�6HSWHPEHU� WKH�PD[LPXP�ZDV����RQ� WKH��nd DQG�QXPEHUV�UHGXFHG� WR�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV�DIWHU� WKH�
�th.��2QO\�VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGLQJ�PRYLQJ�WKURXJK�%HDFK\�+HDG�EHWZHHQ���$XJ�DQG���6HS��
WRWDOOLQJ�MXVW�VL[�IRU�WKH�DXWXPQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�DW�&KDUOHVWRQ�5HHGEHG�RQ����6HS��DQG�RQH�DW�
Climping on the 22nd��7ZR�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�LQ�2FWREHU�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��RQ�WKH��th�DQG��th, the latter being 
WKH�¿QDO�ELUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��>93%@

Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta

Very scarce visitor.

7KHUH�ZDV�MXVW�RQH�UHFRUG�LQ�������2Q�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�RI����$XJ�RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG�
DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��%HDFK\�+HDG���'&��-)&��%.���7KLV�UDLVHV�WKH�QXPEHU�VHHQ�WKLV�FHQWXU\�WR�
����RI�ZKLFK����KDYH�EHHQ�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG��DQG��IROORZLQJ�D�UHYLHZ��WR����UHFRUGV�LQ�WRWDO��>93%@

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Fairly common summer visitor and common passage migrant.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV��7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����0DU��
RQH�GD\�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�LQ������DQG�RQH�GD\�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�FRXQW\�DYHUDJH�GDWH��7KLV�ZDV�
FORVHO\�IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�RQH�WKHUH�DQG�RQH�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH���th. April started with 
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WZR�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH��st�DQG�WZR�PRUH��RU�WKH�VDPH��WKHUH�WKH�QH[W�GD\��EXW�DOWKRXJK�UHFRUGHG�
DW�VRPH�����PRVWO\�FRDVWDO��VLWHV�PRVW�ZHUH�RI�RQHV�RU�WZRV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�EHLQJ�VL[�DW�
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�HLJKW�HDFK�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH���th. The 
PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZDV�WHQ�RQ�WKH���th.

,Q�0D\�����SDLUV�ZHUH� ORFDWHG�RQ�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�DQG����SDLUV�DW�5\H�+DUERXU��'XULQJ� WKH�
EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��ELUGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�MXVW�IRXU�WHWUDGV�
DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�RQO\�WKUHH��D�VDG�VWDWH�RI�DIIDLUV�DIWHU�WKH�JRRG�QXPEHUV�LQ�������$W�3HWW�/HYHO�
WKH�0D\�PD[LPXP�ZDV����RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WKH�-XQH�PD[LPXP�ZDV����RQ�WKH���th.

0LJUDWLRQ�ZDV�HYLGHQW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�-XO\�ZKHQ��DW�3HWW�/HYHO��WKHUH�ZHUH�����ELUGV�RQ�WKH���th 

DQG�WKLV�LQFUHDVHG�WR�����RQ���$XJ��6L[�ZHUH�DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ�WKH�VDPH�
GD\��7KH�6HSWHPEHU�PD[LPXP�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZDV�����RQ�WKH���th. There was a paucity of records, 
DOO�LQ�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV��IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�RWKHU�VLWHV�ZLWK�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�EHLQJ�RI�RQH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�
���2FW��RQH�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�FRXQW\�DYHUDJH��>7:3@

Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola

Very rare vagrant.

2QH� SUHVHQW� DW� 3DJKDP�+EU� IURP���� -DQ� WR� ���0DU� �,0/��20� et al.) was seen by many 
REVHUYHUV�GHVSLWH�SURYLQJ�H[WUHPHO\�HOXVLYH�DW�WLPHV��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�¿IWK�FRXQW\�UHFRUG�EXW�WKH�¿UVW�
in the west of the county with the four previous records all being in the Pett Level area. It was also 
D�YHU\�ODWH�GDWH�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��DV�WKH�SUHYLRXV�IRXU�6XVVH[�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�ODVW�ZHHN�RI�
6HSWHPEHU�RU�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�2FWREHU��7KH�UHFRUG�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�%%5&��>'++@

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris

Rare summer visitor and very scarce passage migrant. Red listed species of high 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

A total of four birds was recorded from two separate locations. At one, a male which has been 
UHFRUGHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�UHWXUQHG�RQ����0D\�DQG�ZDV�VLQJLQJ�FRQWLQXRXVO\�WR�WKH���th��D�IHPDOH�
DUULYHG�RQ� WKH���st and the pair nested in an area of nettle and milk parsley. Both birds were 
IHHGLQJ�\RXQJ�UHJXODUO\�RQ����-XQ�EXW�VDGO\�WKH�QHVWLQJ�DUHD�ZDV�FOHDUHG�DQG�WKH�QHVW�GHVWUR\HG�
RQ�WKH���th��MXVW�����GD\V�SULRU�WR�ÀHGJLQJ��$W�WKH�VHFRQG�VLWH�RQH�ZDV�SUHVHQW�RQ���-XQ�DQG�DQRWKHU�
EHWZHHQ����-XO�DQG����$XJ��>-$+@

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Fairly common summer visitor and very common passage migrant.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�WZR�DW�5\H�+EU�DQG�RQH�DW�
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���$SU��¿YH�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�LQ������DQG�SUHFLVHO\�WKH����\HDU�FRXQW\�DYHUDJH�DUULYDO�
GDWH��7KHVH�ZHUH�TXLFNO\�IROORZHG�E\�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�:RRGV�0LOO�RQ�WKH��th and two at Sidlesham 
)HUU\�RQ�WKH���th��$W�5\H�+EU�WKH�QXPEHU�URVH�WR�¿YH�E\�WKH���th�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�DW�7RGGLQJWRQ�
�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ��RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\��6LQJOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�FRQWLQXHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PRQWK�EXW�WKHQ�
ten were counted at Pett Level on the 22nd�DQG����DW�<DSWRQ�RQ�WKH���th��,Q�0D\��VRPH�EHWWHU�¿JXUHV�
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DV�ELUGV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�DUULYH��WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH��nd�����DW�3HWW�
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/HYHO�RQ�WKH��th�DQG����DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�DW�6HIWHU�)P��5RVH�
*UHHQ��ZDV����RQ�WKH���th while 32 were recorded at Pagham Hbr on the 22nd�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
RQ�WKH���st�E\�ZKLFK�GDWH�GRXEOH�¿JXUHV�KDG�EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�DW�D�WRWDO�RI����VLWHV�

'XULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�����SDLUV�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�RQ�7KRUQH\�,VODQG��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�
LQ�RQO\�HLJKW�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�RQO\�D�IXUWKHU�¿YH��7KLUW\�RQH�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
GXULQJ�0D\�DQG����GXULQJ�-XQH��$W�5\H�+EU������SDLUV�ZHUH�PDSSHG�EXW�WKH�WRWDO�ZDV�WKRXJKW�WR�
EH�LQ�H[FHVV�RI������D�VOLJKW�GHFOLQH�IURP�������$W�3DJKDP�+EU�����SDLUV�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�

Reed Warbler, Atherington Pools, August 2012 (Bola Akinola)

$XWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ�EHJDQ� LQ� ODWH� -XO\�ZLWK����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ� WKH���th. There were two at 
Whitbread Hollow (Beachy Head) on the 22nd��IROORZHG�E\�WKUHH�WKHUH�RQ���$XJ�DQG�HLJKW�RQ�WKH�
�th. As usual over a hundred birds were ringed at Pett Level on several days during August and 
into September. Elsewhere there was a trickle of records for the rest of August and September but 
QR�FRDVWDO�IDOOV��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WKUHH�ZHHNV�RI�2FWREHU�WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�PRVW�GD\V�
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����RQ�WKH���th�ZKLOVW�HOVHZKHUH�MXVW�VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�
:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th and 23rd. Finally there was one at 
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���1RY��WZR�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�WKH�ODVW�RQ���1RY��¿YH�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH���
>7:3@

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Rare vagrant.

$�VRXQG�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�D�PDOH�LQ�VRQJ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�����0D\��,'+��3(-��ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�
FRXQW\�VLQFH�RQH�DW�&DVWOH�:DWHU�RQ���0D\�������7KH�UHFRUG�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�%%5&�DQG�
EULQJV�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�XS�WR�����>'++@�
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Waxwing Bombycilla garrulous

Rare winter visitor.

7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WZR�UHFRUGV�RI�:D[ZLQJV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��D�JURXS�RI�VHYHQ�ZHUH�DW�
5REHUWVEULGJH�RQ���-DQ��ZKLOH�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�DW�+RUVKDP�RQ���)HE��7KHVH�FRQWLQXHG�WKH�SDWWHUQ�
RI�YHU\�ORZ�QXPEHUV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI������ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�RQO\�WZR�UHFRUGV�

'XULQJ� WKH� VHFRQG� ZLQWHU� SHULRG� WKHUH� ZDV� D� PLQRU� LUUXSWLRQ�� MXVW� WZR� ZLQWHUV� VLQFH� WKH�
SUHYLRXV�RQH��7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����2FW�DW�+DLOVKDP��7KH�QH[W�WZR�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI����RQ�
$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ���1RY�DQG����DW�5\H�RQ�WKH���th��+RZHYHU��LW�ZDV�D�VLQJOH�À\RYHU�DW�&HGDU�)P�
(Flimwell) on the 23rd which presaged the main irruption.

7KH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�:D[ZLQJV�LQ������LV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PDS�
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  Total...............:-  55 (5%)
under five birds...:-  31
six to 15 birds....:-  15
More than 15 birds.:-   9 

1XPEHUV�LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�IURP����1RY�ZKHQ�IRXU�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�(DVWERXUQH�DQG�RQH�DW�
WKH�2XVH�(VWXDU\�3URMHFW��1HZKDYHQ���7KH�ELUGV�LQ�(DVWERXUQH��WKRXJK�RIWHQ�PRELOH��IUHTXHQWHG�
D�VLWH�LQ�/LVPRUH�5RDG�EXW�ZHUH�DOVR�VHHQ�DW�6KLQHZDWHU�XQWLO���'HF�DQG�QXPEHUV�YDULHG�IURP�IRXU�
GRZQ�WR�RQH��+RZHYHU��D�ÀRFN�RI����ZDV�IRXQG�DJDLQ�RQ����'HF��LQFUHDVLQJ�WR�D�PD[LPXP�RI����
RQ�WKH���th�DQG�¿QDOO\����RQ�WKH���th��$W�1HZKDYHQ��IROORZLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�RQH�RQ����1RY��WKH�ODVW�RQH�
ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ����'HF��QXPEHUV�ÀXFWXDWHG�WKURXJK�VHYHQ�RQ����1RY��WHQ�RQ���'HF��D�PD[LPXP�
RI����RQ����'HF�DQG�¿QDOO\�RQH�RQ�WKH���st��7KH�RWKHU�PDLQ�DUHD�LQKDELWHG�E\�:D[ZLQJV�ZDV�QHDU�
WKH�7HVFR�VWRUH�LQ�/HZHV��7KH�¿UVW�WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�WKHUH�RQ���'HF�IROORZHG�E\�WHQ�RQ�WKH���th and 
then they were seen fairly regularly to the end of the month. Numbers varied, as usual for this 
PRELOH�VSHFLHV��WKURXJK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����RQ�WKH���th�WR�D�¿QDO����RQ�WKH���th.

2WKHU�VLWHV�ZKHUH�PXOWLSOH�VLJKWLQJV�RFFXUUHG�LQFOXGHG��6KRUHKDP��ZKHUH�DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�DOHUW�
IRU�WZR�RQ����1RY�VLQJOH�ELUGV�RQO\�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ���'HF�DQG�WKH���th��6HDIRUG��ZKHUH�IROORZLQJ�
RQH�RQ���'HF�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�RQ����'HF��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��ZKHUH����ZHUH�VLJKWHG�RQ���'HF�EXW�
���ÀHZ�RII�1(�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PRUQLQJ��DQG�+RYH�3RUWVODGH��ZKHUH�WZR�RQ���'HF�ZHUH�IROORZHG�
WZR�ZHHNV�ODWHU�E\�QR�OHVV�WKDQ����RQ�WKH���st��(OVHZKHUH��ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�VRPH����VLWHV�
VSUHDG�IURP�*RRGZRRG�3DUN�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�WR�5\H�%D\�LQ�WKH�HDVW��7KH�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQWV�ZHUH����
DW�+RUVKDP�DQG�6W��/HRQDUGV�)RUHVW�RQ����'HF��ZKLFK�PLJKW��RI�FRXUVH��KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�VDPH�ÀRFN�
DOWKRXJK�VHYHUDO�NLORPHWUHV�DSDUW������DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���'HF�����DW�+RYH�3RUVWODGH�RQ�WKH���st, 
DQG����DW�+DLOVKDP�RQ�WKH���rd��/HZHV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�(DVWERXUQH�IURP�WKH���th�WR���th.
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:D[ZLQJ��/HZHV��'HFHPEHU�������*DUHWK�+XJKHV�

The estimated minimum day counts, in date order, were as follows:

DŽŶƚŚ EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
�ĂƚĞ 27 28 30 2 5 6 10 11 18 21 23 25 26 27 28 29 30
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 7 10 7 9 12 44 41 21 26 31 27 15 86* 31 46 32 18

DVVXPHV�WKDW����DW�+RUVKDP�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP����DW�6W��/HRQDUGV�)RUHVW�F���NP�DZD\�WKH�VDPH�GD\

7KH�DERYH�QXPEHUV�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�YDULDELOLW\�RI�QXPEHUV�DW�VLWHV�FRQVHTXHQW�RQ�WKH�LQKHUHQW�
mobility of this species as it hunts for suitable foods.

The minimum weekly totals during the main irruption period by broad sites from west to east, 
ZKHUH�WKH\�HTXDO�RU�H[FHHG�WHQ�ELUGV�LQ�DQ\�ZHHN��ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�
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DŽŶƚŚ EŽǀ �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
tĞĞŬ�ŶŽ͘ 48 49 50 51 52
�ĂƚĞƐ 27-3 4-10 11-17 18-24 25-31
WĞƚǁŽƌƚŚ�Θ��ǇǁŽƌƚŚ - - 12 2 -
>ŝƩůĞŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ�Θ��ŶŐŵĞƌŝŶŐ - 2 - 10 5
WƵůďŽƌŽƵŐŚ��ƌŽŽŬƐ�Θ��ŽůĚǁĂůƚŚĂŵ - 12 - - -
,ŽƌƐŚĂŵ�ʹ �,ĞŶĮĞůĚ 2 - 1 - 62*
,ŽǀĞ�Θ��ƌŝŐŚƚŽŶ 3 - - 24 -
,ĂǇǁĂƌĚƐ�,ĞĂƚŚ�ʹ ��ĂƐƚ�'ƌŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ 4 12 - - -
>ĞǁĞƐ - 10 5 7 20
EĞǁŚĂǀĞŶ�KƵƐĞ��ƐƚƵĂƌǇ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ 7 15 - 1 5
�ƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ZĞƐͬ,ĂŝůƐŚĂŵͬ,ĞĂƚŚĮĞůĚ 1 1 - 20 1
�ƵĐŬŵĞƌĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ - - 1 - 15
�ĂƐƚďŽƵƌŶĞ 3 - - 14 20
�ŽŵďĞ�,ĂǀĞŶ�ʹ �,ĂƐƟŶŐƐ - - 3 - 10
ZǇĞ��ĂǇ�Θ�WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů - 31 18 - -
KƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 14 9 4 - 2

DVVXPHV�WKDW����DW�+RUVKDP�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP����DW�6W��/HRQDUGV�)RUHVW�F���NP�DZD\�WKH�VDPH�GD\

2WKHU� VLWHV� LQ� WKH� WDEOH� DERYH� LQFOXGH��ZLWK� WKHLU�PD[LPXP�FRXQWV� LQ� SDUHQWKHVHV��&KXUFK�
1RUWRQ� ����� *RRGZRRG� ����� %RJQRU� ����� &UDZOH\� ����� 6KRUHKDP�E\�6HD� ����� 6HDIRUG� ���� DQG�
%RUHKDP�6WUHHW������

Due to the inherent mobility of this species and the variations in numbers at each site it is 
FRQVLGHUHG�LPSUDFWLFDO�WR�HVWLPDWH�WKH�PD[LPXP�QXPEHU�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�GXULQJ�WKH�LUUXSWLRQ��>6-/��
-$+@

Nuthatch Sitta europaea

Common resident.

Nuthatches were distributed widely across the county with an increase in coastal observations.  
7KH\�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�LQ�����RI�WKH�WHWUDGV��MXVW�RYHU������0RUH�WKDQ�RQH�WKLUG�RI�DOO�UHFRUGV�FDPH�
IURP�$VKGRZQ� )RUHVW� DQG� DOPRVW� ���� IURP� 3XOERURXJK� %URRNV�� WZR� RWKHU� VLWHV� FRPELQHG�
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�MXVW�RYHU�����RI�WKH�UHFRUGV��VWDWLVWLFV�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�UHFRUGLQJ�PHWKRGV�DQG�HIIRUW�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�RI�ELUGV�

'XULQJ� WKH� HDUO\� 6:%6� D� WRWDO� RI� ���� ELUGV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ� ��� RI� WKH� ���� ��NP� VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�VL[�DW�DQ\�RQH�ORFDWLRQ��*URXSV�RI�¿YH�RU�PRUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�TXLWH�
IUHTXHQWO\�ZLWK�VL[�FRXQWV�RI�¿YH��VHYHQ�RI�VL[�DQG�WKUHH�RI�ERWK�VHYHQ�DQG�HLJKW�ELUGV��0D[LPXP�
FRXQWV�IRU�WKLV�SHULRG�LQFOXGHG����DW�3HDVPDUVK�RQ����)HE��WHQ�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�ERWK����
-DQ�DQG����)HE��DQG�QLQH�DW�6WDQVWHG�)RUHVW�RQ���0DU�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�
that the Nuthatch population has been very stable for the last decade (see BBS article on page 
������1HVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�REVHUYHG�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�DQG�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK� IURP����0DU��ZKLOVW�
RQO\�GD\V�ODWHU��RQ����0DU��DQ�RFFXSLHG�QHVW�ZDV�IRXQG�DW�(DVW�&KLOWLQJWRQ��%\����0D\�QHVWV�ZLWK�
\RXQJ�ZHUH�DW�/DG\ZHOO��&RRPEHV��DQG�+D\ZDUGV�+HDWK�DQG�ÀHGJLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�)UDQW�
RQ����0D\�
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During the autumn some interesting records related to observations at or near the coast where 
the species is either considered scarce or has not been recorded before. These included Climping 
RQ���6HS��:KLWHKDZN��%ULJKWRQ��RQ�WKH���th, Pagham Hbr on 2 Oct and Littlehampton GC on the 
��th��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�WKURXJK�WKLV�DXWXPQ�SHULRG�ZHUH�WHQ�DW�%ROQH\�RQ����6HS��DQG�HLJKW�HDFK�
DW�%DWWOH�RQ�WKH��th��:DUQLQJOLG�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ�WKH���th.

'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��PD[LPXP�FRXQWV�RI����FDPH�IURP�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�
ERWK����1RY�DQG����'HF�DQG�DQRWKHU�KLJK�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�WHQ�DW�6WDQVWHG�)RUHVW�RQ���1RY��1LQH�
IXUWKHU�FRXQWV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�RI�EHWZHHQ�¿YH�DQG�QLQH�ELUGV�LQ�WKLV�WLPH��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�
WRWDO�RI����1XWKDWFKHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�
RI�VL[��$W�&LVVEXU\�1RUWK�6FDUS�D�IHPDOH�RQ����6HS�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WR�EH�ULQJHG�DW�WKH�VLWH�LQ����
\HDUV��>'%@

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris

Common resident.

7UHHFUHHSHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�MXVW�RYHU�����������RI�WKH�����WHWUDGV�ZKROO\�LQ�6XVVH[��ZLWK�
a distribution centred very much in the middle of the county, but scattered from west to east 
IDLUO\�HYHQO\��0RVW�UHFRUGV�IURP�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZLWK�IHZHU�UHFRUGV�
RI�WZR��WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�QLQH�UHFRUGV�RI�WKUHH�DQG�¿YH�RI�IRXU�ELUGV��0D[LPXP�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKLV�
WLPH�FDPH�IURP�3HWW�/HYHO��ZLWK�VL[�RQ����0DU�DQG�¿YH�RQ�WKH��st�DQG�¿YH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
RQ����-DQ��6OLJKWO\�PRUH�XQXVXDO�VLJKWLQJV�FDPH�IURP�+DUU\¶V�%XVK��6HDIRUG�+HDG��RQ����0DU��
FRQVLGHUHG�D�SRVVLEOH�PLJUDQW��DQG�IURP�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�ZKHUH�WKH�VSHFLHV�LV�XQXVXDO�EXW�WZR�
ZHUH�REVHUYHG�WRJHWKHU�RQ����0DU��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6��D�WRWDO�RI����ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�
���RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�SUHVHQFH�LQ�DOPRVW�����RI�VTXDUHV�

Through spring and summer most records were of between one to three birds, but at Pulborough 
%URRNV�WKHUH�ZHUH�VHYHQ�RQ���$SU�DQG�IRXU�RQ���0D\��¿YH�ZHUH�QRWHG�IURP�$VKEXUQKDP�3ODFH�
�%DWWOH��RQ����0D\��

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� IURP� MXVW� QLQH� WHWUDGV�ZLWK� SUREDEOH� EUHHGLQJ� IURP� D� IXUWKHU� �����
$OWKRXJK� VLQJLQJ� ELUGV�ZHUH� KHDUG� IURP� DV� HDUO\� DV� ���0DU�� DW�%XUZDVK�� LW�ZDV� QRW� XQWLO� ���
$SU� WKDW� EUHHGLQJ� ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� ZKHQ� DQ� DGXOW� FDUU\LQJ� IRRG� RU� D� IDHFDO� VDF� ZDV� QRWHG� DW�
6KHUPDQEXU\��7KH�¿UVW�VXFFHVVIXO�ÀHGJLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ����0D\�DQG�
FRQWLQXHG�WKURXJKRXW�-XQH�

3RVW�EUHHGLQJ�GLVSHUVDO�SUREDEO\�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�WKH�ORZHU�QXPEHU�RI�VLQJOH�ELUG�REVHUYDWLRQV�
WKURXJK�$XJXVW��LQFOXGLQJ�VHYHQ�IURP�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���$XJ��LQWHUHVWLQJO\�HLJKW�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�KDG�
EHHQ�REVHUYHG�IURP�WKH�VDPH�ORFDWLRQ�RQ����-XQ��'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��VXEVHTXHQW�
REVHUYDWLRQV�UHFRUGHG�FRXQWV�RI�EHWZHHQ�RQH�DQG�WKUHH�ELUGV�EXW�WKH�PDMRULW\�UHODWHG�WR�VLQJOH�
ELUGV��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6��D�WRWDO�RI�RQO\����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�SUHVHQFH�LQ�����RI�WKH�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>'%@

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Abundant resident.

:UHQV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�LQ�������D�UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�������'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6��
����ELUGV�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ����RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�1XWOH\�
RQ����)HE���
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Monthly records for selected sites where recording was regular through the year were as 
follows:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
^ĞŌĞƌ�&ŵ�;ZŽƐĞ�'ƌĞĞŶͿΎ 6 7 12 12 13 8 7 4 1 nc nc nc
�ƌŽĂĚďƌŝĚŐĞ�,ĞĂƚŚΎ 3 4 22 23 20 17 10 4 4 1 4 1
tĂƌŶŚĂŵ�>EZ 8 7 11 15 8 5 4 2 5 10 5 4
,ŽǀĞΎ 8 6 33 28 13 22 8 11 10 nc 7 4
WŽǇŶŝŶŐƐΎ 10 8 18 16 10 21 10 3 4 11 5 2
>ĞǁĞƐ�ZĂĐĞ��ŽƵƌƐĞΎ 3 3 6 11 16 11 12 11 10 10 7 8
>ĞǁĞƐ�ZĂŝůǁĂǇůĂŶĚ 4 4 19 15 15 7 9 4 1 8 2 5
WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů 12 33 39 37 44 35 36 33 19 31 26 12

DOVR�DSSHDUHG�LQ�6[%5�IRU������DQG�����

$W�3HWW�/HYHO��:UHQV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DV�µPRUH�FRQVSLFXRXV¶�IURP�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�LQ�)HEUXDU\�DQG�
URVH�WR�D�VSULQJ�SHDN�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�DW�WKH�RWKHU�UHJXODUO\�PRQLWRUHG�VLWHV��ZHUH�WKHVH�LPPLJUDQWV�
IURP�(XURSH�DW�WKLV�FRDVWDO�VLWH"�$�ELUG�DW�&OLYH�9DOH�LQ�XUEDQ�+DVWLQJV�RQ���)HE�ZDV�WKH�µ¿UVW�
RQH�VHHQ�IRU�\HDUV¶�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7ZR�VXUYH\HG�DUHDV�
UHSRUWHG�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�GHFOLQH�IURP������LQ�EUHHGLQJ�SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV��DW�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����
WR����DQG�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�IURP����WR�����%\�FRQWUDVW��WKH�5\H�+EU�WRWDO�URVH�IURP����WR�
����2Q����0DU�D�ELUG�ZDV�ZDWFKHG�HQWHULQJ�D�QHVW�LQ�D�FUHYLFH�LQ�WKH�WUXQN�RI�D�PDWXUH�OLPH�DW�
:HVW�'HDQ�DQG�RQH�ZDV�WDNLQJ�PDWHULDO�LQWR�D�QHVW�ER[�LQ�+HQ¿HOG�RQ����$SU��<RXQJ�ZHUH�EHLQJ�
WHQGHG�DW�5XVWLQJWRQ�RQ����$SU�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�UHSRUW�RI�ÀHGJOLQJV�ZDV�IURP�%DUFRPEH�RQ����0D\���
$W�+HQ¿HOG��D�QHVW�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�URRI�RI�D�ZRUNVKRS�RQ����-XO�DQG�IRXU�ÀHGJOLQJV�ZHUH�LQ�D�
JDUGHQ�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th.

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�WKH�KLJKHVW��DQG�RQO\�GRXEOH�¿JXUH��FRXQW�ZDV����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����6HS��LQ�
2FWREHU��KRZHYHU��QXPEHUV�WKHUH�UHDFKHG����RQ�WKH���th�DQG����ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ�
the 23rd��'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�FDPH�LQ�PLG�1RYHPEHU�����ZHUH�DW�
7KH�2OG�$LUVWULS��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ�WKH���th�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�&DGERURXJK�
�5\H��RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6��D�WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�ZDV�QRWHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�
VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DJDLQ�DW�1XWOH\��RQ����1RY��>&%@��

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Common but declining resident, and very common to abundant winter visitor. Red listed 

species of high conservation concern.

7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��0RVW�UHSRUWV�ZHUH�IURP�WKH�ODUJHU�FRQXUEDWLRQV�
DQG�WKH�FRDVW��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�QXPEHUV�DW�WKH�%ULJKWRQ�URRVWV�ZHUH�KLJK��DV�DW�WKH�HQG�
RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��ZLWK��������DW�WKH�3DODFH�3LHU�RQ����-DQ�DQG�D�IXUWKHU������DW�:HVW�3LHU���
(OVHZKHUH��IRXU�¿JXUH�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�RQO\�UHFRUGHG�MXVW�QRUWK�RI�/DQFLQJ�������DW�/DG\ZHOO�RQ���
-DQ��F������RQ�VWXEEOH�DQG�FDWWOH�SDVWXUH�DW�6WHHS�'RZQ�RQ����-DQ�������WKHUH�RQ����)HE�ZLWK�
�����RQ�SORXJKHG�¿HOGV�DW�/DQFLQJ�&OXPS�WKH�VDPH�GD\���DQG�DW�,GHQ��5\H��ZKHUH������ZHUH�
FRXQWHG�RQ����-DQ��7KUHH�¿JXUH�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�F����RWKHU�VLWHV��'XULQJ�WKH�FROG�SHULRG�
in early February Starlings were noted at several sites to be associating with gulls and thrushes.  



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 
117 

 Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Systematic list 171

6WDUOLQJV�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ����RI� WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�LQ� WKH�6:%6�RI� WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG�ZLWK�D�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI�����DW�%LOOLQJVKXUVW�RQ���-DQ�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�HLJKW��WKH�¿UVW�HYLGHQFH�
EHLQJ�D�ELUG�FDUU\LQJ�QHVW�PDWHULDO�RQ����)HE�DW�%DUFRPEH��7KH�¿UVW�ÀHGJHG�MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH�IRXQG�
RQ����$SU�DW�:DWHUKDOO� �%ULJKWRQ���3RVW�EUHHGLQJ�ÀRFNV�ZHUH� LQ�HYLGHQFH�IURP����0D\�ZKHQ�
WKHUH�ZHUH�ÀRFNV�RI�����DQG�WZR�RI����LQ�WKH�:LQFKHOVHD�DUHD��2Q����-XO������ZHUH�DW�5\H�+EU�
DQG������URRVWHG�LQ�D�UHHGEHG�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU��7KURXJKRXW�-XO\�DQG�HDUO\�$XJXVW�
D�OHXFLVWLF�ELUG�ZDV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�ÀRFN�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��

2Q���2FW�D�ÀRFN�RI����ZDV�VHHQ�WR�À\�LQ�RII�WKH�VHD�DW�:RUWKLQJ�DQG�GXULQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�¿YH�
ZHHNV�WKHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�UHSRUWV�RI�ÀRFNV�KHDGLQJ�LQLWLDOO\�PDLQO\�EHWZHHQ�QRUWK�DQG�HDVW�XQWLO����
2FWREHU��DIWHU�ZKLFK�DOPRVW�DOO�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH�ZHVWHUO\��7KH�ODUJHVW�RI�WKHVH�ZDV�RYHU������:�
DW�)OLPZHOO�RQ���1RY�

)RXU�¿JXUH�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW����VLWHV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IRXU�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU��$W�%ULJKWRQ���������
URRVWHG�DW�WKH�3DODFH�3LHU�RQ���1RY�������ZHUH�WKHUH�RQ���'HF�DQG��������ZHUH�WKHUH�RQ����'HF��
ZKLOH������URRVWHG�DW�%ODFN�5RFN�RQ���'HF��$�ÀRFN�DERYH�%H[KLOO�WRZQ�FHQWUH�RQ����'HF�ZDV�
HVWLPDWHG�WR�FRQWDLQ������ELUGV��,Q�WKH�6:%6�FRXQWV�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG������6WDUOLQJV�
ZHUH�FRXQWHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�/DXJKWRQ�3ODFH�
RQ���'HF��>$&*@

Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus

Rare vagrant. 

7KUHH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�WKLV�\HDU��DOO�VLQJOH�VSULQJ�DGXOW�PDOHV�� WKH�¿UVW�ZDV�SUHVHQW�DQG�
SKRWRJUDSKHG� LQ�JDUGHQV� DW�6HOVH\� IURP��� WR����0D\� �$+�%-��20�et al.��� WKH� VHFRQG�ZDV�DW�
$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����0D\��-:���DQRWKHU�PDOH�DW�/DQJQH\�3RLQW� �(DVWERXUQH��IURP��� WR���-XQ�
�-5+��5-.��':��ZDV�SKRWRJUDSKHG�LQ�WKH�¿QGHU¶V�JDUGHQ��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV�DOPRVW�DOO�UHFRUGV�RI�
5RVH�FRORXUHG�6WDUOLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�RI� MXYHQLOHV�RU� IHPDOHV�VR� WKUHH�DGXOW�PDOHV� LQ�RQH�\HDU� LV�
XQXVXDO��7KH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�PRYHV�RQ�WR��������RI�WKHP�IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\��>$&*@��

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus

Passage migrant, very scarce in spring, scarce in autumn. Red listed species of high 

conservation concern.

5LQJ� 2X]HOV� ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� IURP� ��� WHWUDGV�� PRVWO\� DW� RU� QHDU� FRDVWDO� VLWHV� RU� GRZQODQG�
SURPLQHQFHV��$QRWKHU�¿QH�VSULQJ�WRWDO�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�D�SRRU�DXWXPQ�SDVVDJH��7KH�HVWLPDWHG�
minimum monthly totals, after allowing for possible duplication, were as follows:

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ
1 13 7 - 3 66 1

7KH�¿UVW�ELUG�RI� WKH�\HDU�ZDV�D�PDOH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ����0DU�� WKUHH�GD\V�
HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��7KLV�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�WZR�DW�6HDIRUG�DQG�DOVR�DW�&OLIIH�+LOO�
(Lewes) on 3 Apr, and single birds at Hastings, Rye Hbr, Shoreham and Hoe Fm (Flansham) in 
WKH�VDPH�ZHHN��7KUHH�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�EHWZHHQ����DQG����$SU�DQG�DQRWKHU�WZR�
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DSSHDUHG�EULHÀ\�DW�:DVKLQJWRQ�RQ�WKH���th. Single birds were reported from Beachy Head on 2 
0D\�DQG�IURP�6HDIRUG�RQ�WKH��th��WZR�PRUH�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH��th and one at Upper Beeding 
WKH�VDPH�GD\��$�¿QDO�VSULQJ�ELUG�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ���0D\��RQH�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��PDNLQJ�D�VSULQJ�WRWDO�RI�����VLPLODU�WR�ODVW�\HDU¶V�DQG�D�OLWWOH�DERYH�WKH����
\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI����

Ring Ouzel, Cissbury Ring, April 2012 (Dave Sadler)

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV��DQ�DGXOW�PDOH�DQG�D�¿UVW�\HDU�PDOH��ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����
6HS��PXFK�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����6HS��DQG�D�VLQJOH�DW�(GEXUWRQ�RQ�WKH���th was 
WKH�RQO\�RWKHU�6HSWHPEHU�UHFRUG��2Q���2FW�D�PDOH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�&OLPSLQJ�DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�&KXUFK�
1RUWRQ��WKH�UXVK�VWDUWHG�RQ����2FW�ZLWK�WKUHH�DW�+DVWLQJV��VHYHQ�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG��¿YH�RQ�&LVVEXU\�
5LQJ�DQG�IRXU�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG��/DWHU��DQRWKHU�VL[�ZHUH�DW�+DVWLQJV��QLQH�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�6HYHQ�
Sisters and four through Climping. Twelve birds were recorded at Pett Level of which two were 
ULQJHG�WKHUH��-XVW�RQH�ELUG�UHPDLQHG�LQWR�1RYHPEHU��FDOOLQJ�DW�WKH�5DLOZD\�5HVHUYH��/HZHV��RQ�
WKH���th�DQG�EULQJLQJ�WKH�DXWXPQ�WRWDO�WR����ELUGV������RI�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�DQG�D�ORQJ�ZD\�
IURP�WKH�����VHHQ�LQ�������>-+:@

Blackbird Turdus merula

Abundant breeding resident; very common or abundant winter visitor; status uncertain 

as passage migrant.

%ODFNELUGV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�IURP����� WHWUDGV��'HVSLWH�D�GURS� LQ� UHFRUGV�RI������SUHVXPDEO\�
RZLQJ�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�DWODV�VXUYH\��WKH�WRWDO�ELUG�FRXQW�ZDV�XQFKDQJHG�IURP������DOEHLW�ZLWK�D�
different monthly distribution. 
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'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6������%ODFNELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�:DVKLQJWRQ�� ,Q� WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG����RU�PRUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�
UHSRUWHG�IURP����VLWHV�ZLWK�SHDNV�RI�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG����DW�:DVKLQJWRQ�LQ�-DQXDU\�DQG�����
RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�LQ�)HEUXDU\��'XULQJ�VSULQJ����VLWHV�KHOG����RU�PRUH�ELUGV�ZLWK�D�SHDN�RI����
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�LQ�0DUFK�DQG����LQ�$SULO��

,Q�:HVW�7DUULQJ� �:RUWKLQJ��D� IHPDOH�ZDV�EXLOGLQJ�D�QHVW�RQ���$SU�� WDNLQJ�HOHYHQ�GD\V��E\�
ZKLFK� WLPH�FKLFNV�ZHUH�EHLQJ� IHG� LQ�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�DQG�+HQ¿HOG��$Q�HDUO\� WKLUG�EURRG�ZDV�
QRWHG�DW�$QJPHULQJ�RQ����-XQ�DQG�DQRWKHU�IURP�(OPHU��0LGGOHWRQ��RQ����-XO��7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZ�
H[SOLFLW�UHSRUWV�RI�MXYHQLOHV�ZLWK�PRVW�RI�WKHP�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�6WH\QLQJ�5*�ZKLFK�WUDSSHG����
DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�DQG����DW�7KH�0XPEOHV��6WH\QLQJ���%ODFNELUGV�SUREDEO\�EHQH¿WHG�IURP�ZHWWHU�
ZHDWKHU��RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�WKHUH�ZHUH�����SDLUV��UHFRYHULQJ�IURP�WKH�GURS�WR�����ODVW�\HDU��$W�
3DJKDP�+EU�����SDLUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��DW�5\H�+EU����SDLUV�DQG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV���SDLUV�EXW�
outcomes were not declared.

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�DQG�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRGV�WKHUH�ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI�RYHU����ELUGV�FRPSDUHG�WR����
LQ�������WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�EHLQJ�����SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�+DVWLQJV�LQ�2FWREHU������DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�
RQ����2FW�����DW�&OLPSLQJ�WKH�QH[W�GD\�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�����WKURXJK�3HWW�/HYHO�LQ�PLG�1RYHPEHU���
7KHVH�SHDNV�ZHUH�PXFK�KLJKHU� WKDQ� LQ������DQG� WKH�FRXQW� LQ�2FWREHU�ZDV�DOPRVW�GRXEOH� WKH�
SUHYLRXV�EHVW�IRU�WKH�PRQWK��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�������NP�
VTXDUHV�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�3HDFHKDYHQ�RQ���1RY��>-+:@��

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Common, occasionally very common, passage migrant and winter visitor. Red listed 

species of high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

)LHOGIDUHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�����IHZHU�WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��$�¿QH�¿UVW�SHULRG�
WRWDO�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�WKH�ORZHVW�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�WRWDO�VLQFH�������'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6������
)LHOGIDUHV�ZHUH� FRXQWHG� LQ� ��� RI� WKH� ���� ��NP� VTXDUHV� VXUYH\HG�ZLWK� D�PD[LPXP�RI� ���� DW�
:DUQKDP��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�LQ�WKH�HDVW�DQG�ZHVW�VLGHV�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�ZHUH�DV�JLYHQ�
in the table below:

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌŝů ^ĞƉƚ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 4640 5476 1437 117 - 559 2222 1340
tĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�dYϯϬ 1987 2363 817 88 - 221 535 481
�ĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�dYϯϬ 2653 3113 620 29 - 338 1687 859

7KH�SOHWKRUD�RI�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�ELUGV�IURP������FRQWLQXHG�LQWR������ZLWK�D�ÀRFN�RI�DW�OHDVW�����
DW�7LQNHU¶V�0DUVK��%HZO�:DWHU��RQ��� -DQ�DQG�����DW�ERWK�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�DQG�3HWW�/HYHO�DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK��7KHUH�ZHUH�����DW�7LFHKXUVW�RQ���)HE�������DW�,GHQ��5\H��RQ�WKH���th and 
DQRWKHU�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���rd�ZLWK�����DW�%\ZRUWK��3HWZRUWK��RQ���0DU��2YHU����RWKHU�
ÀRFNV�RI�����ELUGV�RU�PRUH�ZHUH�QRWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZKLFK�HQGHG�RQ����$SU��DSDUW�
IURP�D�ORQH�ELUG�DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ����$SULO��WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��EULQJLQJ�WKH�WRWDO�WR�
�������ELUGV������DERYH�DYHUDJH���

7KH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�DSSHDUHG�DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���2FW��QHDUO\�D�ZHHN�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����
\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI����6HS��DQG�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�WZR�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th but numbers were low 
XQWLO����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�DQG�DW�%DUFRPEH�RQ�WKH���th��1R�PRUH�WKDQ����DW�D�
WLPH�ZHUH�VHHQ�XQWLO�ÀRFNV�RI�����ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�ERWK�5RGPHOO�DQG�RQ�WKH�5RWKHU�/HYHOV�RQ���1RY�
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IROORZHG�E\�����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����LQ�WKH�%UHGH�9DOOH\�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DQRWKHU�����
DW�%DUFRPEH�&URVV�RQ�WKH���th��1XPEHUV�LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZHUH�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��SHDNLQJ�DW�����RQ�WKH�
��th�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZLWK�MXVW�WKUHH�RWKHU�UHFRUGV�LQ�WKUHH�¿JXUHV��7KH�WRWDO�VHFRQG�SHULRG�FRXQW�RI�
�����LV�MXVW�����RI�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH��PDNLQJ�D�\HDU�WRWDO�RI��������ELUGV������RI�WKH����\HDU�
average.

'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����)RUW\�¿YH�ELUGV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�EXW�QRQH�
ZHUH�UHWUDSSHG��>-+:@�

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

Very common but decreasing resident and partial migrant; common passage migrant 

and winter visitor. Red listed species of high conservation concern. 

6RQJ�7KUXVKHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV������RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��GLVWULEXWHG�HYHQO\�
DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��5HFRUGV�UHFHLYHG�IHOO�E\�����WKRXJK�WKH�QXPEHUV�VHHQ�LPSURYHG�FRQVLGHUDEO\���
'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�����ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�
RI����LQ�:DUQKDP�

8QOLNH�������PDQ\�VLJKWLQJV�H[FHHGHG�WHQ�ELUGV�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�\HDU��LQFOXGLQJ����DURXQG�3HWW�
/HYHO�DQG����DURXQG�%ULJKWRQ�LQ�-DQXDU\��VKDGRZHG�E\����RQ�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�����DW�
Beeding Brooks, 23 at Battle, 22 at West Marsden in a game crop with kale, and thirties at Pett 
/HYHO�LQ�)HEUXDU\��6PDOOHU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�WKHUHDIWHU�RWKHU�WKDQ����DW�:DUQKDP�/15�LQ�
PLG�$SULO�

7KH�HDUOLHVW�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI�EUHHGLQJ�FDPH�IURP�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�RQ����0DU�ZKHUH�IRRG�
ZDV�EHLQJ�FDUULHG�� DQG� WKH�¿UVW�ÀHGJOLQJ�ZDV� UHSRUWHG� IURP�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���0D\��'XULQJ� WKH�
EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�����SDLUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH��D�UHFRYHU\�IURP����LQ����������
pairs were noted at Pagham Hbr and environs, ten pairs at Pulborough Brooks and there were 
seven territories at Rye Hbr. 

6LJQV�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�DSSHDUHG�RQ����2FW�ZLWK����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG����DW�/HZHV�WKH�QH[W�GD\��7KH�
+DVWLQJV�0LJUDWLRQ�:DWFK�WHDP�UHFRUGHG�VHYHQ�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������LQ�2FWREHU��ZLWK�D�SHDN�RI����
RQ�WKH���th��DQG�DQRWKHU����LQ�1RYHPEHU��5LQJLQJ�UHSRUWV�FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�SHDN�LQ�2FWREHU�WKRXJK�
WKHLU�KLJKHVW� LQGLYLGXDO�GD\V�ZHUH�LQ�DGMDFHQW�PRQWKV��7KH�5\H�%D\�5*�ULQJHG�����ELUGV�� WKH�
%HDFK\�+HDG�5*�ULQJHG�����WKH�6WH\QLQJ�5*�DW�&LVVEXU\�ULQJHG����QHZ�ELUGV�DQG�UHWUDSSHG�WKUHH�
IURP�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��DQG�DW�6WH\QLQJ�WKH\�ULQJHG����QHZ�ELUGV�DQG�UHWUDSSHG�WZR�IURP�SUHYLRXV�
\HDUV��$W�/DG\ZHOO��QU�&RRPEHV��MXVW����GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG��WKUHH�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�ULQJHG�
in earlier years. 

'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�VL[��>-+:@

Redwing Turdus iliacus 

Common, occasionally very common, passage migrant and winter visitor. Red listed 

species of high conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

5HGZLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��VSUHDG�IDLUO\�XQLIRUPO\�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��,Q�ERWK�
ZLQWHU�SHULRGV�FRXQWV�ZHUH�DYHUDJH��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�DQG�HDVW�VLGHV�RI�
the county were as follows:
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƚŽƚĂů 1872 3530 1132 9 3 2949 1120 1149
tĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�dYϯϬ 886 2183 486 9 - 957 316 549
�ĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�dYϯϬ 986 1347 646 - 3 1992 804 600

&RXQWV�LQ�-DQXDU\�ZHUH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�SUHYLRXV�'HFHPEHU¶V�ZLWK�����ELUGV�DW�%HHGLQJ�
%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th������DW�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ�WKH���nd�DQG�����DW�+HOOLQJO\�WKH�QH[W�GD\��7KHVH�
SUHFHGHG�VHYHQ�KLJK�FRXQWV�LQ�)HEUXDU\�ZKLFK�UHDFKHG�����DW�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��LQ�WKH�HDVW�RQ�
WKH��th�DQG�����DW�*UDIIKDP�DQG�����DW�(DVW�$VKOLQJ�RQ�WKH���th�LQ�WKH�ZHVW��,Q�HDUO\�0DUFK�����
ELUGV�DSSHDUHG�DW�ERWK�6WDQVWHG�3DUN�DQG�,V¿HOG�DQG�����ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th.  
'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�*UDIIKDP�RQ����)HE��7KH�¿QDO�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�HLJKW�DW�
1RUWKODQGV��:DUQKDP��RQ���$SU�����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����$SU�

7KH�RQO\�6HSWHPEHU�ELUG�ZDV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��WKLV�EHLQJ�VHYHQ�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����
\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����6HS��$W�WKH�VDPH�VLWH������ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����2FW�DQG�WZR�ZHHNV�
ODWHU������ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�¿YH�VLWHV��LQFOXGLQJ������SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�%HDFK\�+HDG��7KHUHDIWHU��
RQO\�VPDOO�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DSDUW�IURP�����DW�5RGPHOO�RQ���1RY������RU�VR�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�D�ZHHN�
ODWHU�DQG�����DW�6W�/HRQDUG¶V�)RUHVW�RQ����'HF��7KH�SHULRG�WRWDO�RI������ELUGV�ZDV�EHORZ�WKH����
\HDU�DYHUDJH��EXW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�����DERYH�LW�ZLWKRXW�WKH�EXPSHU�\HDUV�RI������DQG���������
'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�6W�/HRQDUGV�)RUHVW�RQ����'HF��$�WRWDO�RI����ELUGV�ZDV�WUDSSHG�
DQG�ULQJHG��KDOI�RI�WKHP�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����DQG����1RY��>-+:@

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 

Common resident and partial migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

0LVWOH�7KUXVKHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�VSUHDG�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��FI������LQ�������)RU�
WKH�¿IWK�\HDU�UXQQLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�UHFRUGV�IHOO�DQG�WKH�WRWDO�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�TXDUWHU�ZDV�����
EHORZ�WKH�DYHUDJH��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘�ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 112 124 91 96 88 91 55 88 100 190 93 88

7KH� ¿UVW� WKUHH�PRQWKV�ZHUH� GLVDSSRLQWLQJ�ZLWK�PD[LPD� RI� WKUHH� SDLUV� RQ�1HZWLPEHU�+LOO�
�3R\QLQJV��RQ����-DQ�DQG�DOVR�RQ���0DU�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�VL[�ELUGV�DW�(DVW�5RWKHU�RQ����0DU��'XULQJ�
WKH�HDUO\�6:%6����ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�IRXU�
in Pallingham (Pulborough).

7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�D�GR]HQ�H[SOLFLW�FODLPV�IRU�EUHHGLQJ�DQG�WKH�QXPEHUV�LQYROYHG�ZHUH�YDJXH�
DSDUW� IURP�IRXU�QHVWV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��+RZHYHU��DQ� LQFUHDVH� LQ�ELUGV�ÀRFNLQJ��QRWHG� LQ�-XO\�DQG�
$XJXVW��VXJJHVWV�UHDVRQDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV�DV�WKHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�UHSRUWV�RI�WHQ�RU�PRUH�ELUGV�LQ�
WKDW�SHULRG��WKH�KLJKHVW�EHLQJ����DW�6DOHKXUVW�RQ����$XJ���

0LJUDWLRQ�ZDV�DSSDUHQW�IURP�6HSWHPEHU�ZLWK�VPDOO�ÀRFNV�PRYLQJ�HDVWZDUGV��LQFOXGLQJ����DW�
%DWWOH�RQ����2FW�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��DQG�DOVR�VRXWKZDUGV�ZLWK����DW�6HOVH\�RQ����2FW���
7KH�+DVWLQJV�0LJUDWLRQ�:DWFK�UHFRUGHG�MXVW����ELUGV�IURP�VL[�VLJKWLQJV�RXW�RI����GD\V�ZDWFKLQJ�
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from August to November. Counts were meagre in the second winter period. During the SWBS 
D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����VTXDUHV�RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�WKUHH���
-XVW�RQH�ELUG�ZDV�WUDSSHG��DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����$XJ��>-+:@

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

Fairly common but declining summer visitor; scarce passage migrant in spring and 

fairly common in autumn. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

6SRWWHG�)O\FDWFKHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��7KH�¿UVW�VSULQJ�DUULYDO�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����
$SU�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��HLJKW�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�DQG�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH��)RXU�ELUGV�ZHUH�WKHQ�VHHQ�RQ���0D\�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��DQRWKHU�RQH�DW�WKH�1RUWK�:DOO�
(Pagham Hbr) on the 2nd and another on the 3rd at Selsey Bill. During the rest of May there was 
D�VWHDG\�LQÀX[�ZLWK�F����UHFRUGHG�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQWV�ZHUH�VHYHQ�HDFK�DW�
&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH���th and four at Broadwater Warren on the 
��th.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�RQO\����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�IRXU�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�
ODVW�\HDU¶V����DQG����UHVSHFWLYHO\��$�SDLU�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����0D\�DW�/DYHQGHU�3ODWW��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��
SRVVLEO\�SURVSHFWLQJ�D�QHVW�VLWH�EXW� WKH�¿UVW� LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�D�QHVW�ZLWK�
HJJV�DW�%\ZRUWK�RQ���-XQ�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�\RXQJ�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��RQ�WKH���st.  Adults 
FDUU\LQJ�IRRG�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�$VKGRZQ�5HV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�%ROQH\�03�RQ�WKH���th. At Pulborough 
Brooks, two pairs were recorded but probably one pair bred successfully. Observers at Brighton 
�:KLWHKDZN��UHFRUGHG�D�SRVVLEOH�SDLU�RQ�WKH���th��WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�VLJKWLQJ�WKHUH��2Q���-XO�WZR�
probable pairs were recorded as breeding successfully at Pevensey Levels. Young were being fed 
RQ�WKH���th at The Burgh (Burpham) and also at Plaistow on the 22nd. Adults carrying food were 
VHHQ�DW�/DYHQGHU�3ODWW�RQ����-XO�DQG�&KHOZRRG�*DWH��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ����$XJ�DQG�DGXOWV�ZLWK�
WZR�ÀHGJOLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�GDP�HQG�RI�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ���$XJ��

During the autumn migration, small numbers were recorded from coastal sites from late 
$XJXVW�RQZDUGV��'XULQJ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�DW�+DVWLQJV�IURP���$XJ�WR����1RY�RQO\����
ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�VHYHQ�GD\V�EHWZHHQ���DQG����6HS��ZLWK�D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI�HLJKW�RQ���6HS��
FRPSDUHG�ZLWK����LQ�D����GD\�SHULRG�ODVW�\HDU��7KH�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�
RQ����$XJ�����WKHUH�RQ���6HS�DQG����RQ�WKH��th��&RXQWV�RI�VL[�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�'HYLOV�'\NH�DQG�
&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH��th but numbers elsewhere were more usually of ones and twos. The last of 
WKH�\HDU�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����2FW���

Two ringing groups recorded very few birds: Beachy Head RG had only one in the autumn 
DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ�DQG� WKH�6WH\QLQJ�5*�DW�7KH�0XPEOHV� WUDSSHG�RQO\�RQH� LQ���� VHVVLRQV���
)RXUWHHQ�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��>3&@

Robin Erithacus rubecula

Abundant resident; probably common passage migrant, mainly in autumn; status 

uncertain as winter visitor.

5RELQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��D�PDUNHG�UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WZR�\HDUV��0RQWKO\�
records for selected sites where recording was regular through the year were as follows:
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
�ƌŽĂĚďƌŝĚŐĞ�,ĞĂƚŚΎ 16 17 15 17 8 9 7 2 10 18 4 14
tĂƌŶŚĂŵ�>EZΎ 14 19 20 19 16 14 12 8 12 8 8 10
>ĞǁĞƐ�ZĂĐĞ��ŽƵƌƐĞΎ 14 6 9 10 5 2 1 8 15 10 10 8
>ĞǁĞƐ�ZĂŝůǁĂǇůĂŶĚ 10 7 7 12 8 nc 3 5 17 30 10 6
WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů 41 49 43 32 38 29 23 46 62 92 65 32

DOVR�DSSHDUHG�LQ�6[%5�IRU������DQG�����

'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�������ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��
,Q����RI�WKH�FRXQWV�WHQ�RU�PRUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�QRWHG��WKH�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�ZDV����DW�:DUQKDP�RQ����
)HE��7KHUH�ZHUH�VRPH����FRXQWV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�����WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�6D\HUV�&RPPRQ�
RQ����0DU�����DW�3LFNKDP�)P��3HWW��RQ�WKH��st�DQG����DW�+RYH�RQ���-DQ�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KHUH�ZHUH����SDLUV�
on the Norfolk Estate and 32 pairs or territories at Pagham Hbr. Copulation was seen at Warnham 
/15�RQ��� -DQ��$�SDLU�GLVSOD\LQJ�DW�/LWWOHZRUWK� �3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ��RQ���)HE�KDG�D�QHVW�RQ� WKH�
��st��1HVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�IURP�%RJQRU�5HJLV�RQ���0DU�DQG�D�QHVW�ZLWK�HJJV�ZDV�IRXQG�
RQ� ODGGHUV� LQ�D�JDUDJH�DW�%ODFNVWRQH� �+HQ¿HOG��RQ� WKH���th. One pair nested successfully in a 
potted conifer in the plant sales area at Wakehurst Place. Young were being fed at West Tarring 
�:RUWKLQJ��RQ���$SU�DQG�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�%RJQRU�RQ�WKH���th.

'HVXOWRU\�DWWHPSWV�DW�VRQJ�ZHUH�KHDUG�DW�7KUHH�&RUQHU�&RSVH��+RYH��RQ����-XO�EXW�SURSHU�
DXWXPQ�VRQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�KHDUG�DW�+RUVKDP�RQ����$XJ�DQG�DW�)LQGRQ�RQ����6HS���

2QH� REVHUYHU� SRVWXODWHG� WKDW� VRPH� DW� OHDVW� RI� D� WRWDO� RI� ��� 5RELQV� �WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� VRPH�
%ODFNELUGV��DW�/HZHV�5DLOZD\�/DQG�RQ���2FW�LQFOXGHG�VRPH�PLJUDQWV��$OWKRXJK����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�
DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ����DQG����2FW�LW�ZDV�DGMXGJHG�D�YHU\�SRRU�DXWXPQ�WKHUH���
1RWDEOH�FRXQWV�LQ�2FWREHU�LQFOXGHG�����DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�DQG����DW�(FFOHVERXUQH�*OHQ��+DVWLQJV��
on the 23rd, the latter being the peak count during the Hastings migration watch which recorded 
D�WRWDO�RI�����RQ����GLIIHUHQW�GD\V��2EVHUYHUV�DW�&OLPSLQJ�FRPPHQWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�µDQ�REYLRXV�
IDOO�RI�PLJUDQWV¶�WKHUH�RQ����2FW�EXW��XQIRUWXQDWHO\��QR�HVWLPDWH�RI�QXPEHUV�ZDV�SURYLGHG��2Q�WKH�
VDPH�GD\����ZHUH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��,Q�WKH�ODVW�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU��WKHUH�ZHUH�VHYHUDO�UHFRUGV�RI�ELUGV�
singing at night despite cold and wet weather. 

'XULQJ� WKH� ODWH� 6:%6�� D� WRWDO� RI� ���� ELUGV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ� ��� RI� WKH� ���� ��NP� VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�ERWK�3DOOLQJKDP��3XOERURXJK��DQG�+DUW¿HOG��7HQ�RU�PRUH�
ELUGV�ZHUH�IRXQG�RQ����RI�WKH�FRXQWV��>&%@

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos

Fairly common summer visitor and infrequently seen passage migrant. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�WKDQ�HDVW�DW�D�UDWLR�
RI������7KH�¿UVW�WR�EH�VHHQ�ZDV�DW�'DUZHOO�5HV�RQ���$SU��IRXU�GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�
GDWH��IROORZHG�E\�RQH�DW�:RRGV�0LOO�WKH�QH[W�GD\��7KHUH�ZHUH�WKHQ�UHFRUGV�HYHU\�GD\�IURP����$SU�
WR���-XQ��2Q���0D\�D�ELUG�VHHQ�FRPLQJ�LQ�IURP�WKH�VHD�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO��DQG�VWRSSHG�RII�EULHÀ\�LQ�
QHDUE\�JDUGHQV��$Q�LQWHQVLYH�VXUYH\�RI�1LJKWLQJDOH�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�������EHFDXVH�LW�
was felt that the poor weather might have affected the singing behaviour of male nightingales, the 
VXUYH\�ZDV�H[WHQGHG�LQWR�������1R�LQWHULP�UHVXOWV�IURP������DUH�LQFOXGHG�KHUH�
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There were some high counts recorded during April and May. There were ten at Shortland 
&RSVH��3ODLVWRZ��RQ����$SU�DQG���� WKHUH�RQ����0D\�����RQ����$SU�ZHUH�VLQJLQJ�DW�(GEXUWRQ�
DQG�LQ�$EERWV�:RRG��+DLOVKDP������ZHUH�VLQJLQJ�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�DQ�ROG�RUFKDUG�ZHVW�RI�%ROQH\�
RQ����0D\�����ZHUH�DW�/DXJKWRQ�DOVR�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����ZHUH�DW�'LDO�3RVW�RQ�WKH���th��7KH����
VLQJLQJ�LQ�9HUW�:RRG��/DXJKWRQ��ZHUH�DOO�TXLWH�FORVH�WR�D�GLWFK�DQG�WDOO�WUHHV�DQG�VHHPHG�WR�IDYRXU�
bramble undergrowth. By the end of April, nine birds were singing in the Bolney area, eight were 
established at Pulborough Brooks, eight more were recorded at Goose Green (Thakeham) and 
Laughton and there were numerous multiple counts from other sites. 

,Q�0D\�� WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPH����UHFRUGV�RI�¿YH�RU�PRUH� LQFOXGLQJ��RQ� WKH���th��¿YH�VLQJLQJ�LQ��
appropriately, Nightingale Alley in Brede High Wood, a known long time stronghold for 
1LJKWLQJDOHV��WKHUH�ZHUH�UHSRUWV�IURP�QHDUE\�DUHDV��H�J��(WFKLQJKDP��1RUWKLDP��6WDSOHFURVV�DQG�
Bodiam. Some observers were pleased to report the return of birds to areas where they had been 
IHDUHG�ORVW��WKUHH�VLQJLQJ�QHDU�,QJUDPV�*UHHQ��0LGKXUVW��ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�IRU�HLJKW�\HDUV��+RZHYHU��
VRPH�ELUGV�VHHP�WR�PRYH�RQ�DIWHU�SURVSHFWLQJ�D�VLWH��RQH�VLQJLQJ�DW�%ODFNVWRQH��+HQ¿HOG��RQ���
May was not recorded after that.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�WKUHH�VLWHV��DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�HLJKW�SDLUV�EUHG��DW�$PEHUOH\�
:LOG�%URRNV�WKUHH�SDLUV�EUHG��DW�6KRUWODQG�&RSVH��3ODLVWRZ��ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����
-XO��3UREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�F������NP�VTXDUHV��1R�OHVV�WKDQ�����VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�ZHUH�
recorded during the season. The last records at breeding sites were from Shortland Copse where 
WKHUH�ZDV�D�IDPLO\�RQ����-XO��DQG�:RRGV�0LOO�RQ����-XO��

7ZR�\RXQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�DW�7KH�0XPEOHV��6WH\QLQJ��RQ����-XO�DQG����$XJ�DQG����ZHUH�
WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�EHWZHHQ���$XJ�DQG���6HS��7KHUH�ZDV�RQH�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ����$XJ�DQG�
RQH�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ�WKH���th. It was a very poor autumn at Beachy Head: what was believed 
WR�EH�WKH�VDPH�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ�VL[�RFFDVLRQV�EHWZHHQ����-XO�DQG���6HS��7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�
IRU�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�RQH�WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���6HS��QLQH�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�
GDWH��>&%@

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica

Very scarce spring and autumn visitor. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species.

$�¿UVW�\HDU�PDOH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����1RY��,'+��3(-��ZDV�WUDSSHG��ULQJHG�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHG���
7KLV� UHFRUG� LQFUHDVHV� WKH� WRWDO� IRU� WKLV� FHQWXU\� WR� ���� 7KLV� UHFRUG� ZDV� RQO\� WKH� VHFRQG� IRU�
1RYHPEHU������RI�DOO�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�ZLWK�����LQ�6HSWHPEHU��>-$+@

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva

Rare vagrant. 

7KH�RQO\�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ���2FW��-00��513��(6�et al.). Although it stayed 
RQO\�RQH�GD\�LW�ZDV��QHYHUWKHOHVV��ZHOFRPHG�DV�WKH�¿UVW�VLQFH�������,W�UDLVHG�WKH�WRWDO�WKLV�FHQWXU\�
WR�VL[�DQG�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�WR�����>-$+@
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Red-breasted Flycatcher, Climping, October 2012 (Luke Dray)

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca

6FDUFH�SDVVDJH�PLJUDQW��PRUH�QXPHURXV�LQ�DXWXPQ�WKDQ�VSULQJ��+DV�EUHG��$PEHU�OLVWHG�
species of medium conservation concern.

7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

�Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ dŽƚĂů
6 5 - 1 23 15 49

1XPEHUV�ZHUH�DQ�LPSURYHPHQW�RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU¶V����ZLWK�D�PLQLPXP�RI����ELUGV�UHFRUGHG��
7KLV�LV�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI����EXW�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH���\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI����

6SULQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�KLJKHU�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU��7KH�¿UVW�DUULYDO�ZDV�RQ����$SU�DW�)ULVWRQ�
)RUHVW��7KLV�ZDV����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�DQG����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�
GDWH��7KH�QH[W�DUULYDOV�ZHUH�QRW�XQWLO����$SU�ZKHQ�D�¿UVW�VXPPHU�PDOH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�
DQG�DQRWKHU�ZDV�DW�:LQFKHOVHD��7KHVH�ZHUH�IROORZHG�E\�RQH�LQ�D�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�JDUGHQ�RQ�WKH���th 
DQG��RQ�WKH���th, single birds at Rustington and Pett Level. 

,Q�0D\� D� WRWDO� RI� IRXU�ZHUH� VHHQ�� DW�+DOVH\¶V�)P� �6LGOHVKDP���7HOVFRPEH�7\H��&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ�DQG�%HOOH�7RXW�:RRG��%HDFK\�+HDG���7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�UHSRUWV�LQ�-XQH��2QO\�RQH�ELUG�ZDV�
UHSRUWHG�LQ�-XO\��SUREDEO\�DQ�HDUO\�DXWXPQ�PLJUDQW��RQ�WKH���th at South Chase (Ashdown Forest).

$XWXPQ�PLJUDQW�QXPEHUV�ZHUH��DV�XVXDO��KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ�VSULQJ��ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�EHLQJ�VHHQ�RQ���
$XJ�DW�'HYLO¶V�'\NH�IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�DW�3HDFHKDYHQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�D�IXUWKHU����GXULQJ�WKH�
PRQWK��7KUHH�ELUGV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK��WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�DQ�HTXHVWULDQ�
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VLWH�DW�/DYLQJWRQ�&RPPRQ�RQ�WKH���th��D�IHPDOH�RU�MXYHQLOH�ZDV�REVHUYHG�IRU�D�FRXSOH�RI�KRXUV�
³GLSSLQJ´�RQ�D�ODZQ�LQ�:HVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH���th  and, apart from single birds at ten other sites, 
WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�UHFRUGHG�DQ\ZKHUH�ZDV�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�QLQH�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th.

1XPEHUV�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�ZHUH�DOVR�KLJKHU�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU¶V�ZLWK�D�PLQLPXP�RI����ELUGV�UHFRUGHG����
Apart from twos at Church Norton and Seaford Head, both on the 3rd, all other records were of 
VLQJOH�ELUGV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�IHPDOH�RQ�WKH��th�À\FDWFKLQJ�RQ�D�ODZQ�LQ�$QJPHULQJ��7KH�ODVW�ELUGV�RI�
WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�5\H�+EU�DQG�6HDIRUG�RQ����6HS��WKH�VDPH�GDWH�DV�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�WKUHH�
GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��7KH�ULQJLQJ�JURXS�DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��%HDFK\�+HDG��
commented that their single record was for a very poor autumn while observers at Hodcombe 
�%HDFK\�+HDG��UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKHLU�ZRUVW�\HDU�IRU����\HDUV��>3&@

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros

Rare resident, scarce passage migrant and very scarce winter visitor. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��PRVWO\�FRDVWDO��7KH�HVWLPDWHG�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�
WRWDOV�DQG���\HDU�PRQWKO\�DYHUDJHV�IRU������WR������ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 16 5 22 7 2 - 1 2 2 45 18 14
ϱͲǇĞĂƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ 13 10 19 8 3 1 1 1 4 28 26 12

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�:LGHZDWHU��/DQFLQJ��RQ���-DQ�ZLWK�D�IXUWKHU�UHFRUG�RI�
SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUG�RQ�WKH���st��2QH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���-DQ�DQG�SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH�LQ�
WKH�FDUDYDQ�SDUN�DW�6HOVH\�RQ�WKH��th��$QRWKHU�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�6RXWKZLFN�RQ���-DQ�DQG�D�IHPDOH�ZDV�RQ�
WKH�EHDFK�DW�+RYH�RQ�WKH���th��6LQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�WKH���th. Four 
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�:H%6�DW�*O\QH�*DS��%H[KLOO��RQ����-DQ�DQG�D�PDOH�ZDV�VHHQ�DFWLYHO\�
IHHGLQJ�KLJK�XS�RQ�WKH�FDWKHGUDO�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�RQ����-DQ��6LQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�
RQ�������DQG����-DQ�DQG�¿YH�GDWHV�LQ�)HEUXDU\�DQG�RQ����0DU��7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZHU�REVHUYDWLRQV�LQ�
)HEUXDU\�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH���\HDU�DYHUDJH��2QH�ZDV�DW�6WH\QLQJ�RQ�WKH��th�DQG���th, a female was at 
1HZ�(UULQJKDP�)P��6KRUHKDP��RQ�WKH���th DQG�RQH�ZDV�DW�6RXWKZLFN�&DQDO�RQ����)HE�

Numbers increased in March as birds migrated and birds were recorded on most days from the 
��th, mostly as single individuals at many coastal sites. Birds were recorded at Beachy Head on 
���GD\V�EHWZHHQ����DQG����0DU�ZLWK�WZR�RQ�HDFK�RI�WKH���th����th�DQG���th. Two were also seen 
DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WKUHH�ZHUH�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��RQ�WKH���th�DQG���th. Following 
WZR�DW�+RGFRPEH��%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ���$SU��VSULQJ�SDVVDJH�HQGHG�HIIHFWLYHO\�RQ�WKH���th with the 
RQO\�VSULQJ�LQODQG�UHFRUG�RI�RQH�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ��WKH�RQO\�RWKHU�VLJKWLQJ�WKDW�PRQWK�ZDV�RI�RQH�
DW�+DVWLQJV�&3�RQ�WKH���st��$�VWUDJJOHU�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���DQG���0D\�EXW�D�VLQJLQJ�PDOH�
DW�+DVWLQJV�&3�RQ�WKH���th might have been summering somewhere locally but was not seen later. 

,Q�$XJXVW��D� MXYHQLOH�PDOH�DW�6RXWKZLFN�RQ� WKH��th was considered by the observer to be a 
ORFDO�ÀHGJOLQJ��WKLV�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�\HDU��2WKHU�VXPPHU�DQG�HDUO\�DXWXPQ�
UHFRUGV�ZHUH�IHZ�ZLWK�VLQJOH�ELUGV�DW�%H[KLOO�RQ����-XO��%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����6HS�DQG�3DJKDP�+EU�
RQ�WKH���th��$XWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ�SURSHU�FRPPHQFHG�RQ���2FW�IURP�ZKLFK�GDWH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�
DOPRVW�GDLO\�WKURXJK�WR�DERXW����1RY�DQG�WKHQ�OHVV�IUHTXHQWO\�WR����'HF��7KH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�QXPEHUV�LQ�2FWREHU�FRQVLGHUDEO\�H[FHHGHG�WKH���\HDU�DYHUDJH��$OWKRXJK�PDQ\�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�
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VWLOO�RI�RQHV�RU�WZRV��VL[�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�DQG�DW�6HDIRUG�RQ����2FW��DQG�ELUGV�ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�WHQ�GDWHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH���th�DQG���th, including three on the 23rd.

Inland records during October were one at Barnham on 22 Oct and two, a male and an 
LPPDWXUH��DW�+LJK�&URVV�)P��8FN¿HOG��IURP�WKH���th��ZLWK�WKH�PDOH�VWD\LQJ�XQWLO� WKH���th and 
WKH�LPPDWXUH�XQWLO�WKH���th��ZDWFKHG�IURP�WKH�HGLWRU¶V�JDUGHQ��,Q�1RYHPEHU��WZRV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�
6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���������DQG����1RY��LQODQG�DW�&ROGZDOWKDP�RQ�WKH��nd and at Telscombe Cliffs on 
WKH���th��,Q�'HFHPEHU�WKH�RQO\�PXOWLSOH�VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�RI�WZR�DW�(DVWERXUQH�RQ�WKH���th, single birds 
ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�VOLJKWO\�LQODQG�VLWHV�RI�6WRFNEULGJH��&KLFKHVWHU��RQ�WKH��th�DQG�%DUQKDP�RQ�WKH���th, 
DQG�VLJKWLQJV�FRQWLQXHG�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�VHHQ�RQ�¿YH�GDWHV�EHWZHHQ���DQG�
���'HF��WKH�¿QDO�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU��>/(:@

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Scarce and declining summer visitor and fairly common passage migrant. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV��7KH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�IURP�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�
���0DU��MXVW�RQH�GD\�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��7KHUH�ZHUH�IXUWKHU�FRDVWDO�UHFRUGV�IURP�
3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�5XVWLQJWRQ�RQ����0DU��DQG�LQ�HDUO\�$SULO�DJDLQ�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�DOVR�5\H�
+EU��ERWK�RQ�WKH��th��,QODQG��WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�IURP�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�ZKHUH�VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�ZHUH�
VHHQ�LQ�HDUO\�$SULO�IURP�WKH��th�WR�WKH���th�DQG�RQH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�5DLOZD\ODQG��/HZHV��RQ����
$SU��2Q����$SU�PDOHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�DQG�/LGVH\�/RGJH��7KH�¿QDO�VSULQJ�
UHFRUG�IURP�WKH�FRDVW�ZDV�D�IHPDOH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����0D\��2Q����$SU�HLJKW�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�
DW�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�DQG����ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�WKHUH�RQ����0D\�
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  Total...............:-  82 (8%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    2 (0%)
Probably breeding..:-   15 (1%)
Possibly breeding..:-    2 (0%)
Present only.......:-   63 (6%)

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� WZR� WHWUDGV� DQG�ZDV� SUREDEOH� RU� SRVVLEOH� LQ� D� IXUWKHU� ���� 2Q�
$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�DUHDV��D�VXUYH\�RI�WKH�02'�ODQG�DW�
3LSSLQJIRUG�3DUN�UHYHDOHG����SDLUV��WKUHH�SDLUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�2OG�/RGJH�UHVHUYH�RQ���-XQ�
DQG��RQ����-XQ��D�PDOH�ZDV�VHHQ�ZLWK�\RXQJ�DW�7RZQVHQG��'XULQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�
%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\����SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG��DQ�LQFUHDVH�RYHU�WKH�WHQ�LQ������DQG�
IRXU�LQ�������VHH�SDJH�������6L[�RI�WKH�WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�DW�/LQFKPHUH�DQG�6WDQOH\�&RPPRQV��

'XULQJ�WKH�PLJUDWLRQ�SHULRG��WKH�¿QDO�VLJKWLQJ�IURP�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�ZDV�D�IHPDOH�RQ����6HS���
(OVHZKHUH�WKH�¿QDO�LQODQG�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�WZR�ELUGV�DW�/RQJ�)XUORQJ��)LQGRQ��RQ����6HS�DQG�VLQJOH�
ELUGV�DW�.LQJOH\�9DOH�RQ����6HS�DQG�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����6HS��7KH�¿UVW�FRDVWDO�ELUGV�ZHUH�
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DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���DQG���$XJ��)RXU�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�6KHHSFRWH�9DOOH\��%ULJKWRQ��RQ���6HS�ZKLFK�KDG�
ULVHQ�WR�VHYHQ�RQ�WKH��th��$W�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�WKHUH�ZHUH����RQ����$XJ�����RQ�WKH���th�����RQ���6HS�
DQG�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO����RQ�WKH��th�IROORZHG�E\����RQ�WKH��th��,W�DSSHDUV�WKHUH�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW����ELUGV�
UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�RQ�WKH��th��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�H[FHSWLRQDO�QXPEHU�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�WKHUH�ZHUH�
QLQH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��VHYHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�¿YH�DW�ERWK�&KDQWU\�+LOO�DQG�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�

Towards the end of October migrating birds were seen at Hastings on the 22nd, Selsey Bill on 
the 23rd�DQG���th, Brooklands (Worthing) on the 23rd��DQG�D�IHPDOH�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�RQ����2FW���
7KHUH�ZDV�RQH�YHU\�ODWH�UHFRUG�RI�D�ELUG�LQ�D�JDUGHQ�DW�/DQFLQJ�RQ����'HF��WKH�ODWHVW�GDWH�RQ�UHFRUG�
IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV����'HF�������>636@��

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Fairly common passage migrant. Rare summer visitor; last bred in 1999. Amber listed 

species of medium conversation concern.

:KLQFKDWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV��VOLJKWO\�GRZQ�RQ������ZLWK�D�ELDV�WRZDUGV�WKH�FRDVW���
7KH� PLQLPXP� PRQWKO\� QXPEHUV� �H[FOXGLQJ� REYLRXV� GXSOLFDWHV�� FRPSDUHG� ZLWK� WKH� ��\HDU�
DYHUDJH�����������DQG�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�GD\V�WKH\�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 2 4 43 1 1 100 167 25
ϱͲǇĞĂƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ - 6 16 - 5 138 284 21
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĚĂǇƐ 2 3 10 1 1 18 23 12

1XPEHUV�LQ�0D\�ZHUH�H[FHSWLRQDO��LW�ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�IRU�WKH�SDVW�HLJKW�\HDUV�DQG�PRUH�
WKDQ�WZLFH�WKH�QH[W�KLJKHVW�����LQ�������1XPEHUV�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ��KRZHYHU��ZHUH�XQH[FHSWLRQDO�

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ����0DU��VHYHQ�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU�
DQG�D�UHPDUNDEOH����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI���$SU��0RVW�VLJKWLQJV�GXULQJ�
VSULQJ�ZHUH�RI�RQHV�RU�WZRV��WKH�H[FHSWLRQV�EHLQJ�¿YH�DW�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ��HLJKW�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�
�6HDIRUG��RQ���0D\��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�IRU�WKH�SHULRG��DQG�¿YH�PRUH�DW�/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�*&�RQ�WKH�
�th��7KH�ODVW�VSULQJ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RQH�DW�%HHGLQJ�%URRNV�RQ����0D\�

7KH�HDUOLHVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUG�ZDV�RQH�DW�(GEXUWRQ�RQ����-XO�����GD\V�ODWHU�WKDQ�LQ�������EXW�WKH�
QH[W�ZDV�QRW� VHHQ�XQWLO���$XJ�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��7KH�KLJKHVW�GDLO\� WRWDOV� IRU� WKH�DXWXPQ�SHULRG�
ZHUH�WHQ�DW�/RQJ�'RZQ��%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ���6HS��QLQH�DW�6KHHSFRWH�9DOOH\��%ULJKWRQ��RQ�WKH��th, 
VHYHQ�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th and seven at Lancing on the 3rd. These totals were lower than 
WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��'XULQJ�$XJXVW�����LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��D�
IXUWKHU�����7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�RI�D�VLQJOH�ELUG�DW�:DUWOLQJ�RQ����2FW��WZR�GD\V�HDUOLHU�
WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��>3'@

Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus

Very rare vagrant.

2QH�SUHVHQW�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS��%HDFK\�+HDG�IURP����WR����2FW��5-)��05.�et al.��ZDV�WKH�¿IWK�
UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�VLQFH�6LEHULDQ�6WRQHFKDW�ZDV�UHFRJQLVHG�DV�D�VHSDUDWH�VSHFLHV�
(see Sussex Bird Report 64:������$OO�¿YH� UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ� LQ�2FWREHU��7KH� UHFRUG�KDV�EHHQ�
DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�%%5&��>'++@
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Siberian Stonechat, Birling Gap, October 2012 (Jake Everitt)
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Eurasian Stonechat Saxicola torquatus

Fairly common resident and partial migrant.

6WRQHFKDWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����RI�D�SRVVLEOH������WHWUDGV�ZKROO\�RU�SDUWO\�LQ�6XVVH[��ZLWK�
WZR�WKLUGV�������RI�WKHVH�UHFRUGV�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�DUHD��WKH�VWURQJKROG�RI�WKLV�
VSHFLHV��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��LQ�¿YH�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�IRU�WKH�6:%6�
WHQ�6WRQHFKDWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�IRXU��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�
ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZHUH� VL[�DW�0DUOSLWV� �$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ����0DU�� VL[�DW�&DPS�+LOO� �$VKGRZQ�
)RUHVW���RQ�0DU����DQG�¿YH�DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ���-DQ���$W�IRXU�RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV�IRXU�ELUGV�
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��/HZHV�5DFH�&RXUVH�RQ���-DQ��6HDIRUG�RQ� WKH���th��3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���0DU�DQG�
:DOWKDP�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th. 

7KHUH�ZHUH�YLUWXDOO\�QR�UHFRUGV�RI�VSULQJ�PRYHPHQWV��DOPRVW�DOO�WKH�UHFRUGV�UHFHLYHG�GXULQJ�
WKLV�WLPH�UHODWHG�WR�EUHHGLQJ�ORFDWLRQV��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�
LQ�D�IXUWKHU����WHWUDGV��1HVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�REVHUYHG�RQ����0DU�DW�1HZKDYHQ��$GXOWV�FDUU\LQJ�
IRRG�RU�IDHFDO�VDFV�ZHUH�¿UVW�QRWHG�RQ����$SU�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��)OHGJHG�ELUGV�ZHUH�¿UVW�QRWHG�
RQ����$SU�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�UHFRUGHG�XQWLO�WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�\HDU�RQ����6HS���
%UHHGLQJ�UHFRUGV�FDPH�SULQFLSDOO\�IURP�WKH�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�DQG�WKH�:HVW�6XVVH[�KHDWKODQGV��2Q�
$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP������NP�VTXDUHV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�
���EXW� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SDLUV�RU� WHUULWRULHV� LV�XQNQRZQ��)RU�GHWDLOV�RI� WKH����SDLUV�RU� WHUULWRULHV�
LGHQWL¿HG�GXULQJ�WKH�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\�VHH�SDJH������(OVHZKHUH�EUHHGLQJ�
ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�:DOWKDP�%URRNV��WZR�SDLUV���$PEHUOH\�:LOG�%URRNV��5RGPHOO��1HZKDYHQ�7LGH�
0LOOV��WKUHH�SDLUV���6RXWK�+HLJKWRQ��(DVW�'HDQ��(��DQG�%HDFK\�+HDG��WZR�SDLUV�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�
Estate were probable breeders.  

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ�WKH�¿UVW�PLJUDQW�QRWHG�DW�+DVWLQJV�ZDV�RQ����6HS�DQG�HLJKW�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�RQ�
%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th. There was a notable movement on one particular day in October, the 
�th��ZKHQ�RYHU����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��7KHVH�LQFOXGHG�WHQ�HDFK�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�DQG�&OLPSLQJ�
Gap/Littlehampton West Beach (assumed to be the same), eight at Pett Level, a further seven at 
:LFN�%RWWRP��:RRGLQJGHDQ��DQG�¿YH�DW�1HZKDYHQ�7LGH�0LOOV��$QRWKHU�VL[�VLWHV�KHOG�EHWZHHQ�
one and three birds all on this same day. During the SWBS in the second winter period a total of 
QLQH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�¿YH�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�IRXU��7KH�
WZR�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�FDPH�IURP�/DYLQJWRQ�&RPPRQ��ZKHUH����ZHUH�SUHVHQW�RQ�
���1RY��DQG�HLJKW�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ���1RY��WKH�QH[W�ODUJHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�¿YH�
RQ����1RY�DW�7ZLQHKDP�3ODFH��>'%@

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Very scarce breeding summer visitor and common passage migrant; very rare in mid-

winter. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

1RUWKHUQ�:KHDWHDUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��F�����RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO���PRVWO\�FRDVWDO�
or near coastal, with an additional grouping of records on the Ashdown Forest. The minimum 
monthly totals, which may include some duplication, were as follows:

DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉƚ KĐƚ EŽǀ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 166 449 578 23 17 318 545 142 1
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĚĂǇƐ 14 23 21 9 8 25 29 24 1
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6SULQJ�DUULYDO�FRPPHQFHG�RQ����0DU�ZLWK�D�ORQH�ELUG�DW�7KH�0LGULSV��2Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�
there were three records of single birds. Two of these were at coastal sites, Climping Gap and 
1HZKDYHQ�DQG�LQODQG�DW�.LWKXUVW�+LOO��6WRUULQJWRQ���2Q����0DU�QLQH�DUULYHG�DW�1HZKDYHQ��DQG�
���DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ� WKH���th proved to be the highest tally for the month, with most of the 
VXEVHTXHQW�UHFRUGV�FRPSULVLQJ�RQH�WR�IRXU��2Q���$SU�WKHUH�ZDV�D�PDMRU�LQÀX[�ZLWK����DW�%HDFK\�
+HDG�� ��� DW� 6HDIRUG�+HDG�� ��� DW�*RULQJ�*DS� DQG� D� FRXQW� RI� ��� DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS��7KLV� DUHD�
continued to be periodically favoured by larger groups of Northern Wheatears during April, with 
D�UHFRUG�RI����DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���th��7ZHOYH�DW�)HUULQJ�5LIH�RQ�WKH���th and a group of ten 
REVHUYHG�DW�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV�RQ�WKH���th�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV�ZLWK�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�LQ�
$SULO��6SULQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�UHDFKHG�LWV�SHDN�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�0D\�ZLWK�QR�IHZHU�WKDQ����UHFRUGV�
RI�WHQ�RU�PRUH�ELUGV�LQFOXGLQJ�VHYHQ�FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH��2Q�WKH��th�WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�*RULQJ�*DS�
DQG�WZR�FRXQWV�RI�����DW�/LGVH\�5LIH��%DUQKDP��DQG�<DSWRQ��2Q�WKH��th����ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�%LUOLQJ�
*DS�����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH��th�DQG����ZHUH�DW�+RUVH�(\H�/HYHO��3HYHQVH\��RQ�WKH���th.  
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  Total...............:- 134 (13%)
Confirmed breeding.:-    4 (0%)
Probably breeding..:-    2 (0%)
Possibly breeding..:-    3 (0%)
Present only.......:-  125 (12%)

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�IRXU�WHWUDGV�DQG�SUREDEOH�DW�D�IXUWKHU�WZR��2Q����0D\�D�PDOH�
ZDV�VHHQ�GLVSOD\LQJ�DW�D�UHJXODU�QHVWLQJ�VLWH�DW�1HZKDYHQ�7LGH�0LOOV��7KH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�ÀHGJHG�
\RXQJ�ZDV�RQ���� -XQ�DW�5\H�+EU�QHDU� WKH� ULYHU�PRXWK��$W�5\H�+EU�RQO\� IRXU�SDLUV�QHVWHG�� D�
PDUJLQDO�LQFUHDVH�RYHU�������WKUHH�SDLUV��DQG�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�D�UHFHQW�GHFOLQH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�
�����DQG����������DQG�VL[�SDLUV����

$XWXPQ� SDVVDJH� FRPPHQFHG� LQ�PLG�-XO\� ZLWK� D� MXYHQLOH� VHHQ� QHDU� &LVVEXU\� RQ� WKH� ��th.  
)XUWKHU�LQODQG�D�VROH�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����-XO��7KHUHDIWHU�LQ�-XO\�WKHUH�ZHUH�
UHFRUGV�RI�RQH�RU�WZR�ELUGV�DW�WKUHH�FRDVWDO�VLWHV�DQG�RQH�QHDU�FRDVWDO�ORFDWLRQ��ZLWK�D�IXUWKHU�FRXQW�
of seven at The Midrips on the 22nd��%LUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����GD\V�RI�$XJXVW��+RZHYHU��DSDUW�
IURP�QRWDEOH�FRXQWV�RI����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���st, there 
ZDV�VFDQW�HYLGHQFH�RI� ODUJH�PRYHPHQWV��ZLWK�DOO�RWKHU�UHFRUGV�EHLQJ�LQ�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV��'XULQJ�
6HSWHPEHU��ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�HYHU\�GD\�H[FHSW�WKH���rd��7KHUH�ZHUH�DERXW����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�
UHFRUGV��WKH�KLJKHVW�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH��th, 22 at Seaford Head on the 3rd 
DQG����DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH��th��:DWFKLQJ�RQ����GDWHV�DW�WKLV�ODVW�VLWH�SURGXFHG�D�WRWDO�RI�����
during the month.

Peak counts and dates during August and September were as follows:

�ĂƚĞ 31 Aug 3 Sep 5 Sep 8 Sep 9 Sep 12 Sep 13 Sep
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 78 75 42 32 53 34 32
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7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�2FWREHU��WKH�PDMRULW\�EHLQJ�VLJKWLQJV�RI�
VLQJOH�ELUGV��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�HLJKW�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��VL[�LQ�WKH�%HDFK\�+HDG�&XFNPHUH�DUHD�
DQG�¿YH�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��DOO�RQ�WKH��th. There was only one record in November, a single bird seen 
at Rye Hbr on the 3rd.

There were records of three of the Greenland Wheatear subspecies O.o. leucorhoa RQ����$SU�
DW�%HDFK\�+HDG��DQG�DQ�XQVSHFL¿HG�QXPEHU�DW�WKH�VDPH�ORFDWLRQ�RQ���0D\��7KHUH�ZDV�RQO\�RQH�
DXWXPQ�UHFRUG�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�DW�3LFNHUV�+LOO��%DOVGHDQ��RQ����6HS��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ����VSULQJ�
UHFRUGV� IRU� WKLV� VXEVSHFLHV� VLQFH������ ���� WKLV� FHQWXU\�� EXW� RQO\���� DXWXPQ� UHFRUGV� �WHQ� WKLV�
FHQWXU\���>*12@

Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti

Very rare vagrant.

$�FRQ¿GLQJ�PDOH�RQ� WKH�EHDFK�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW� �:RUWKLQJ�� IURP���� WR����2FWREHU�ZDV� WKH�
VHYHQWK�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�FRXQW\�EXW�RQO\�WKH�WKLUG�WKLV�FHQWXU\��:-5�et al.). The last record was of 
D�IHPDOH�DW�&RRGHQ�%HDFK�IURP���WR���1RY�������7KH�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�$SULO������
2FWREHU�����DQG�1RYHPEHU������7KH�UHFRUG�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�%%5&��>'++@�

Desert Wheatear, Worthing, October 2012 (Nick Bond)

Dunnock Prunella modularis

Very common resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

'XQQRFNV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��D�VXEVWDQWLDO�UHGXFWLRQ�IURP�UHFHQW�\HDUV��0RQWKO\�
records for selected sites where recording was regular through the year were as follows: 
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
^ĞŌĞƌ�&Ăƌŵ�;ZŽƐĞ�'ƌĞĞŶͿ 7 6 6 6 6 2 3 1 2 nc nc nc
tĞƐƚ�dĂƌƌŝŶŐ�;tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐͿ 3 2 2 4 3 3 3 2 2 3 2 2
tĂƌŶŚĂŵ�>EZ 10 9 20 13 8 9 6 5 7 6 12 10
ZŽƵŶĚ�,ŝůů�;,ĂŶŐůĞƚŽŶͿ 8 8 10 4 nc 5 nc 3 5 21 12 4
�ĞĂĐŽŶ�,ŝůů�;ZŽƫŶŐĚĞĂŶͿ 5 nc 8 4 3 3 1 2 5 6 2 4
>ĞǁĞƐ�ZĂĐĞ��ŽƵƌƐĞ�Θ��ŽǁŶƐ 5 14 7 7 4 3 1 1 1 1 3 4
WĞƩ�>ĞǀĞů 15 39 29 24 18 16 10 10 13 21 16 12

1XPEHUV�HOVHZKHUH�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�ZHUH�XQUHPDUNDEOH�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH�
1RUIRON�(VWDWH�LQ�)HEUXDU\�����ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�+RYH�RQ����0DU�����DW�3DWFKDP�RQ�WKH���th�����DW�
5RHGHDQ�RQ����)HE�����DW�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�RQ����0DU�DQG����DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3V�RQ����0DU���
'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�3HDFHKDYHQ�RQ����-DQ��$�ELUG�ZDV�VLQJLQJ�DW�)HUULQJ�5LIH�RQ����-DQ�DQG�
there were several reports of birds disregarding the harsh weather in February.  

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�UHGXFWLRQ�
RQ�WKH�¿JXUHV�IRU�������2EVHUYHUV�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�UHFRUGHG����SDLUV��D�JRRG�LQFUHDVH�RQ�WKH�
���RI�������KRZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\����SDLUV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU��ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH����LQ��������7KH�
���WHUULWRULHV�LGHQWL¿HG�DW�5\H�+EU�ZHUH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�QXPEHUV�IRU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��$OWKRXJK�
breeding pairs were present at Pulborough Brooks no count was undertaken. At West Tarring two 
\RXQJ�ZHUH�EHLQJ�IHG�RQ�D�ODZQ�RQ����$SU�DQG�RWKHUV�ZHUH�PLVWDNHQO\�EHJJLQJ�IRU�IRRG�IURP�D�
+RXVH�6SDUURZ�RQ����-XO��SHUKDSV�WKH�VDPH�SDLU�ZDV�IHHGLQJ�\HW�PRUH�\RXQJ�WKHUH�RQ����$XJ�

,Q� WKH� DXWXPQ����DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ���2FW�ZHUH� WKRXJKW� WR�EH� ODUJHO\�PLJUDQWV� IURP� WKH�
FRQWLQHQW�����ZHUH�QRWHG�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���rd�DQG�WHQ�RQ�WKH���th��1XPEHUV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�
PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�DW�+DVWLQJV�RQO\�WRWDOOHG����IURP�VL[�GD\V�LQ�����$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�FRXQWV�
LQ� GRXEOH� ¿JXUHV� IURP� VRPH� WHQ� VLWHV� GXULQJ� WKH� ¿QDO�PRQWKV� RI� WKH� \HDU� QXPEHUV� JHQHUDOO\�
remained low.  

'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��
ZLWK�WKH�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�3HDFHKDYHQ��DJDLQ��RQ���1RY��DV�LQ��������>&%@

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Very common but possibly declining resident. Red listed species of high conservation 

concern.

5HSRUWV�RI�+RXVH�6SDUURZV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
6:%6�D�VXP�RI�PD[LPXP�FRXQWV�RI������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�
ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�5RWKHU¿HOG�RQ����)HE�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����DQG�SUREDEOH�LQ����WHWUDGV��7KH�¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�EUHHGLQJ�EHKDYLRXU�
ZDV�DW�0DQ[H\�/HYHOV��3HYHQVH\��ZKHUH�IRXU�ELUGV�ZHUH�LQVSHFWLQJ�QHVW�ER[HV�RQ���)HE�DQG�RQ�
���)HE�QHVW�PDWHULDO�ZDV�EHLQJ�WDNHQ�LQWR�QHVW�ER[HV�DW�%DUFRPEH��7KH�¿UVW�KDWFKHG�\RXQJ�QRWHG�
ZHUH�DW�%H[KLOO�RQ���$SU��$W�OHDVW����SDLUV�QHVWHG�LQ�5\H�+EU�YLOODJH��$W�6HOVH\�+RXVH�6SDUURZV�
GLVSODFHG�+RXVH�0DUWLQV�IURP�WKHLU�QHVW�DQG�DW�:RUWKLQJ�QHVWOLQJV�ZHUH�FDOOLQJ�IURP�D�VZLIW�ER[���
$Q�XQXVXDO�VLJKW�ZDV�D�ÀRFN�RI����DW�8FN¿HOG�RQ����0D\�ZKHUH�DOO�EXW�WZR�ZHUH�PDOH��SURPSWLQJ�
speculation that the females were sitting on eggs.
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  Total...............:- 380 (37%)
Confirmed breeding.:-   24 (2%)
Probably breeding..:-   19 (2%)
Possibly breeding..:-   18 (2%)
Present only.......:-  319 (31%)

3RVW�EUHHGLQJ� ÀRFNV� ZHUH� ZLGHVSUHDG� ZLWK� ÀRFNV� RI� ����� DW� 7KRUQH\� ,VODQG� RQ� ���$XJ��
5\H�+EU�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU��1HZKDYHQ�RQ����6HS�DQG�:HVW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ����1RY��6HYHUDO�REVHUYHUV�
FRPPHQWHG�RQ�LQFUHDVHG�QXPEHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�ZKRVH�JDUGHQ�LQ�%ULJKWRQ�KDV�VHHQ�XS�WR�����
YLVLWLQJ�DW�DQ\�RQH�WLPH��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�6:%6�D�VXP�RI�PD[LPXP�FRXQWV�RI�����
ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�:HVWERXUQH�

$�VPDOO�ÀRFN�DW�:HVW�7DUULQJ��:RUWKLQJ��FRQWDLQHG�D�IHPDOH�ZLWK�D�ZKLWH�UXPS�LQ�)HEUXDU\�
DQG�D�ZKLWH�ZLQJHG�IHPDOH�LQ�0DUFK��ZKLOH�DW�%\ZRUWK��3HWZRUWK��DQ�DOPRVW�FRPSOHWHO\�ZKLWH�
ELUG�ZDV�IRXQG�RQ���1RY��>$&*@

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

Much declined and now very scarce resident; scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.  

7KH� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ���� WHWUDGV� ���� LQ�������� DOO� LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[��7UHH�6SDUURZV� LQ�
6XVVH[�VHHP�QRZ�WR�EH�FRQ¿QHG�WR�YHU\�VPDOO�QXPEHUV�RQ�3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV��ZKHUH�WKH�KLJKHVW�
FRXQW�ZDV����RQ���$SU��DQG�WKH�ORZ�O\LQJ�DUHDV�RI�WKH�HDVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\��ZKHUH�HLJKW�LQ�WKH�%UHGH�
9DOOH\�RQ����-DQ�ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW��7ZR�ZHUH�ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���6HS��,W�LV�SOHDVLQJ�
to note that successful breeding was recorded on Pevensey Levels where adults were feeding 
DXGLEOH�\RXQJ�LQ�D�QHVW�ER[�RQ����0D\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WKHUH�ZDV�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WZR�
IXUWKHU�WHWUDGV��>$&*@

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Scarce and localised summer visitor; scarce passage migrant in spring and fairly 

common in autumn. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��FI�����LQ��������PRVWO\�DW�RU�QHDU�WKH�FRDVW. The 
¿UVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI���1�À\LQJ�RYHU�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ����0DU�����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����
\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����0DU��7KH�QH[W�ZDV�RQ�WKH�PRUH�W\SLFDO�GDWH�RI���$SU�DW�5\H�+EU��%LUGV�
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����GD\V�LQ�$SULO�LQYROYLQJ����GD\�FRXQWV�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�VL[�DW�5\H�+EU�
RQ�WKH���th�DQG�IRXUV�RQ�IRXU�RWKHU�GDWHV��DOO�DJDLQ�DW�5\H�+EU��,Q�0D\��WKH\�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����
GD\V�IRU�D�WRWDO�GD\�FRXQW�RI�����LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO����1�RYHU�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��th. Spring 
PLJUDWLRQ�HQGHG�HIIHFWLYHO\�RQ����0D\�IROORZLQJ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�IRXU�PRUH�UHFRUGV�WR����
-XQ��0RQWKO\�WRWDOV�RI�VSULQJ�PLJUDQWV�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�
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�Ɖƌŝů DĂǇ WĞĂŬ�ĐŽƵŶƚ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 10 35 21 N on 4 May
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 1 3 2 N on 1 May
^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ - 1
�ŝƌůŝŶŐ�'ĂƉ 1 2 2 N on 7 May

The only breeding record was of one pair that probably bred at Rye Hbr but it is likely that 
EUHHGLQJ�HYLGHQFH�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LV�XQGHU�UHFRUGHG��$SDUW�IURP�D�VLQJOH�UHFRUG�DW�5\H�+EU�RI�RQH�
RQ���-XO��ZKLFK�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�DERYH�ELUGV��WKH�¿UVW�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ�
were two at Pett Level on the 22nd and two more at St. Leonards the following day followed by 
¿YH� DGXOWV� IHHGLQJ�RQ� WKH� EHDFK� DW�3HWW� RQ� WKH� ��th. Numbers thereafter picked up noticeably 
GXULQJ�$XJXVW��WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ZLWK�SHDN�FRXQWV�RI�����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ�WKH�
��th�����DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�DQG����DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�
DW�+DVWLQJV�IURP���$XJ�WR����1RY�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�RQ����GLIIHUHQW�GD\V��ZLWK�D�SHDN�
FRXQW�RI����RQ����$XJ���

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�QXPEHUV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�LQFUHDVH��WKHUH�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW����GD\�FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH�
LQFOXGLQJ�����LQ�D�NDOH�¿HOG�DW�&RUQLVK�)P��%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ�WKH��th������DW�+RGFRPEH��%HDFK\�
+HDG��RQ�WKH���th��WKH�PRVW�WKHUH�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��DQG�����DW�ERWK�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�DQG�5\H�+EU�
RQ�WKH��th��$W�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�D�ODUJH�JURXS�UHPDLQHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�GD\V�LQFUHDVLQJ�IURP����RQ�WKH��nd 
WR����RQ�WKH���th�DQG���th. A few autumn birds were seen as they crossed the Downs and one was 
RQ�3UHVV�5LGJH�:DUUHQ��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ�WKH���th��2WKHUZLVH�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�
DW�RU�QHDU�WKH�FRDVW��1XPEHUV�GHFOLQHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQ�2FWREHU�DV�ELUGV�GHSDUWHG�DOWKRXJK����DW�
Pulborough Brooks was outstanding for the month. Monthly totals of autumn migrants recorded 
at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

�ƵŐ ^ĞƉ WĞĂŬ�ĐŽƵŶƚ
^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů 8 40 80 on 27 Aug
�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ 146 390 70 on 3 Sep
tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ 4 13 4 on 20 Sep

7KH�ODVW�UHFRUG�ZDV�RQH�ZKLFK�ÀHZ�RYHU�FHQWUDO�%ULJKWRQ�RQ����2FW��IRXU�GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI�WKH���th��>&%@�

7ZR�ELUGV�VKRZLQJ�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�RI�&KDQQHO�:DJWDLO��D�FURVV�EHWZHHQ�%OXH�KHDGHG�:DJWDLO��
(0�I��ÀDYD) and Yellow Wagtail (0�I��ÀDYLVVLPD��ZHUH�VHHQ�QHDU�%HOOH�7RXW��DW�%HDFK\�+HDG��RQ���
0D\��'&��-)&��%.���7KH\�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�IHPDOHV�RU�¿UVW�\HDU�PDOHV�DQG�ZHUH�FRQVRUWLQJ�
ZLWK�D�ÀRFN�RI�VRPH����µÀDYD¶�ZDJWDLOV��7KH\�ZHUH�SKRWRJUDSKHG��7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�DXWKHQWLFDWHG�
UHFRUG�RI�WKLV�K\EULG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��>-$+@��

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Scarce resident and fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed 

species of medium conservation concern.

*UH\�:DJWDLOV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��D�UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�WZR�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��GLYLGHG�
DOPRVW� HTXDOO\� EHWZHHQ� :HVW� DQG� (DVW� 6XVVH[�� 7KH� HVWLPDWHG� PLQLPXP� PRQWKO\� QXPEHUV�
recorded, assuming that taking the highest number recorded at each site was the minimum there, 
were as follows:
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 29 34 35 32 40 25 24 26 106 65 34 36
,ŝŐŚĞƐƚ�ŶŽ͘ 3 3 4 4 4 6 6 5 7 5 3 4
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 23 29 23 22 23 15 14 15 43 44 26 27

Numbers were generally low as many sites held only single individuals and the average per 
VLWH�ZDV�RQO\�����ELUGV��7KH�KLJKHVW�PRQWKO\�FRXQWV�ZHUH�DV�VKRZQ�DERYH�ZLWK��DW�:HLU�:RRG�
5HV��VL[HV�LQ�-XQH�DQG�-XO\�DQG�¿YH�LQ�$XJXVW��3UHVXPDEO\�WKH�VHYHQ�DW�+DVWLQJV�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��
¿YH�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�LQ�2FWREHU�DQG�WKUHH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�LQ�1RYHPEHU�ZHUH�DXWXPQ�PLJUDQWV�ZKLOH�
WKH� IRXUV� DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�DQG�.LQJV�%DUQ� �6WH\QLQJ�� LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZHUH�SUREDEO\� WDNLQJ�XS�
residence for the winter.

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�RQO\�VL[�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�HLJKW��6LQJLQJ�
ZDV�¿UVW�UHFRUGHG�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����$SU�ZKHQ�D�PDOH�VDQJ�FRQWLQXDOO\�IURP�DQ�H[SRVHG�
KRUL]RQWDO�WUHH�EUDQFK��7KH�¿UVW�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�6DOHKXUVW�RQ���0D\�DQG�RWKHUV�ZHUH�
QRWHG�DW�6ODXJKDP�RQ�WKH��th��DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ���-XQ��:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ�WKH���th, Bewl Water 
RQ�WKH���th�DQG�6W��$QQH¶V�:HOO��+RYH��RQ�WKH���th. 

3UREDEO\�WKH�¿UVW�UHWXUQLQJ�ELUGV�ZHUH�MXYHQLOHV�QRWHG�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�RQ����-XO�DQG�RQ�WKH�
VHD�ZDOO�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�+DVWLQJV�0LJUDWLRQ�:DWFK�WDOOLHG�RQO\����ELUGV�RQ����GD\V�
RXW�RI�����D�PDUNHG�UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�������7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�IHZ�UHFRUGV�RI�XUEDQ�RYHU�ZLQWHULQJ�LQ�
UHFHQW�\HDUV�IRU�UHDVRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�XQFOHDU��,V�WKLV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ��
RU�GRHV�LW�UHÀHFW�D�UHDO�FKDQJH"�7KH�ODWH�6:%6�IRXQG�IRXU�ELUGV�LQ�MXVW�WKUHH�RI�WKH�����VTXDUHV�
FRYHUHG��7KHVH�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKRVH�IRU�������>&%@

Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii

Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Pied Wagtails were recorded from 333 tetrads, a reduction on the two previous years. In the 
¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��WKHUH�ZHUH�F����FRXQWV�RI����RU�PRUH��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�����LQ�EXVKHV�
DW� WKH�+LFNVWHDG� VHUYLFH� VWDWLRQ�RQ� WKH�$���RQ��� -DQ��7KH�RQO\� VXEVWDQWLDO�XUEDQ� UHFRUG�ZDV�
DW�(DVW�*ULQVWHDG�6WQ�ZKHUH����URRVWHG�RQ���)HE��$V�LQ�������3LHG�:DJWDLOV�ZHUH�SURPLQHQW�DW�
%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK��WKHUH�ZHUH����WKHUH�RQ����-DQ�UHGXFLQJ�WR����RQ����)HE��

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�QLQH�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�¿UVW�\RXQJ�ZHUH�
VHHQ�DW�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��RQ����0D\��UDWKHU�ODWHU�WKDQ���0D\�LQ�������DQG�DW�%DUFRPEH�5HV�WKH�
QH[W�GD\��$�SDLU�DW�+ROGHDQ�)P��+HQ¿HOG��ZDV�IHHGLQJ�\RXQJ�RQ����-XQ�DQG�D�SDLU�DW�+LJK�&URVV�
)P��8FN¿HOG��ZDV�IHHGLQJ�D�VHFRQG�EURRG�RQ���-XO�

,Q�$XJXVW�� WKHUH� ZHUH� RQO\� VHYHQ� GRXEOH� ¿JXUH� FRXQWV� FRPSDUHG� ZLWK� ��� LQ� ������ ��� DW�
$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����DW�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK��DJDLQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����RQ���6HS��,Q�
6HSWHPEHU�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�LQFUHDVHG�DQG�DXWXPQ�SDVVDJH�ZDV�PRVW�QRWDEOH�
DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK��2Q�WKH���th����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG�RQ�WKH���th�����
:�ÀHZ�RYHU�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�DQG�WKH�QH[W�GD\����:�ÀHZ�SDVW�6HOVH\�%LOO��,QODQG�����ZHUH�QRWHG�
DW�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ��2Q���2FW�DW�5\H�%D\�����GHSDUWHG�IURP�DQ�RYHUQLJKW�URRVW�EXW�WKH�GRPLQDQW�
IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�PRQWK�ZDV�HDVWHUO\�PRYHPHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�QRW�OHVV�WKDQ�����ELUGV�RQ�QLQH�GD\V�ZLWK�
D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI�����(�DW�7KH�6HYHUDOV��&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��RQ�WKH���th. Monthly totals recorded at 
WKH�SULQFLSDO�VHDZDWFKLQJ�VLWHV�ZHUH���(�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO������(�DW�&OLPSLQJ�DQG����(�DW�:RUWKLQJ���
$�WRWDO�RI�����ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DW�+DVWLQJV�IURP����GD\V�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�
IURP���$XJ�WR����1RY��D�UDWKHU�ORZHU�FRXQW�WKDQ�LQ�������
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'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6������ELUGV�ZHUH�WDOOLHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�
PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����'HF��1R�VXEVWDQWLDO�XUEDQ�URRVWV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU��GHVSLWH�WKH�UHTXHVW�LQ�ODVW�\HDU¶V�UHSRUW��2YHUDOO�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUDEO\�
ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�IRU�WKH�PRQWK�RI����DW�1HZLFN�RQ����'HF�DQG�RQO\�
VHYHQ�FRXQWV�LQ�GRXEOH�¿JXUHV�

7KH� ¿UVW�:KLWH�:DJWDLO� �M.a. alba) UHFRUG�ZDV� ��1� DW� 6SODVK� 3RLQW� �6HDIRUG�� RQ� ���0DU�
IROORZHG�E\�IRXU�DW�6LGOHVKDP�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQ�WKH���st. Five further 
UHFRUGV�LQYROYLQJ�VL[�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�$SULO�DQG�HDUO\�0D\��IURP�1RUWK�6WRNH��*RULQJ�*DS��
/LWWOHKDPSWRQ�*&�DQG�%HZO�:DWHU��$�IHPDOH�ZLWK�WKUHH�\RXQJ�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�RQ����
May but the identity of the male was not known. In September one was reported from Sidlesham 
RQ����6HS�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKUHH�UHFRUGV�LQ�2FWREHU�LQYROYLQJ�WZR�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH���th, one 
at Pulborough Brooks on the 22nd, and the last two at Hastings on the 23rd��>&%@

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris

Very scarce visitor; mostly in autumn.

7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�VLQFH������ZDV�RI�RQH�RQ�:RUWKLQJ�%HDFK�RQ����0D\��5$,��'0��',6���,W�ZDV�
ZDWFKHG�DPRQJVW�VKLQJOH�YHJHWDWLRQ�IRU�F���PLQV�EHIRUH�À\LQJ�RII�LQODQG��7KLV�RQH�EULQJV�WKH�WRWDO�
VLQFH�������LQFOXVLYH��WR�����>-$+@

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis

Fairly common but local summer visitor and passage migrant. Red listed species of 

high conservation concern.

7UHH�3LSLWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV�ZLWK�����RI�UHFRUGV�FRPLQJ�IURP�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��
����IURP�WKH�6XVVH[�+HDWKV�DQG�WKH�EDODQFH�PDLQO\�IURP�FRDVWDO�PLJUDWLRQ�VLWHV���

The earliest records were of single birds at Lavender Platt and Crow & Gate (both Ashdown 
)RUHVW��RQ����0DU��RQH�GD\�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH�GDWH��DQG�D�IXUWKHU�WZR�DW�RWKHU�VLWHV�
RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ�WKH���th��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�$SULO�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�DGGLWLRQDO����ELUGV�KDG�EHHQ�
UHFRUGHG�DW�YDULRXV�VLWHV�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�VL[�DW�/DYHQGHU�3ODWW��7KH�RQO\�
FRDVWDO�PLJUDWLRQ�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�+DVWLQJV�&3�RQ���$SU��)XUWKHU�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IRU�
$SULO�IURP�HLJKW�LQODQG�VLWHV�ZLWK�KLJKV�RI�WKUHH�DW�3RXQGJDWH��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ�WKH���st, Iping 
Common on the 22nd��6WHGKDP�&RPPRQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�%UHGH�+LJK�:RRG�RQ�WKH���th. 

'XULQJ� WKH�EUHHGLQJ� VHDVRQ��EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� WZR� WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH� LQ�D�
IXUWKHU�����7KH�KLJKHVW�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI� WHUULWRULHV�ZDV����IRXQG�RQ�0R'�ODQG�DW�3LSSLQJIRUG�
Park (Ashdown Forest). 

7KH� ¿UVW� HYLGHQFH� RI� DXWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ� ZDV� RI� ELUGV� UHFRUGHG� DW� +DVWLQJV� RQ� ��$XJ� DQG�
%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�RQ����$XJ��0LJUDWLRQ�ZDWFKHUV�DW�+DVWLQJV�UHFRUGHG�D�WRWDO�RI����ELUGV�LQ�WKH�
SHULRG���$XJ�WR����1RY�ZLWK�D�SHDN�FRXQW�RI�¿YH�RQ����$XJ�ZKHQ�WHQ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�&LVVEXU\�
5LQJ��2WKHUZLVH�QXPEHUV�HOVHZKHUH�ZHUH�XVXDOO\�RI�RQHV�RU�WZRV�ZLWK�WKH�RQO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQODQG�
UHFRUGV�EHLQJ�IURP�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�ZLWK�WKUHH�ELUGV�RQ����$XJ�DQG�IRXU�RQ���6HS���

7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�IURP�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ����2FW����GD\V�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GDWH��>0'6@�
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Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Common but declining resident; very common passage migrant and winter visitor.  

Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

0HDGRZ�3LSLWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\������RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO���UDWKHU�
IHZHU�WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU¶V������7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU�RI�ELUG�GD\V�ZDV�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 800 1051 1296 3849 69 83 99 1813 3034 3582 865 654
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ĚĂǇƐ 25 24 29 24 18 20 20 17 25 28 25 25

6LJQL¿FDQW� ¿UVW� ZLQWHU� SHULRG� FRXQWV� LQFOXGHG� ���� DW� +DVWLQJV� &3� RQ� �� )HE�� ���� DW� ERWK�
&URZKXUVW�RQ����-DQ�DQG�7KH�2OG�$LUVWULS� �$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ����)HE�DQG����DW�/DYLQJWRQ�
&RPPRQ�RQ����0DU��7ZHQW\�RU�PRUH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�D�IXUWKHU����VLWHV��'XULQJ� WKH�
¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�LQ�WKH�6:%6���

6SULQJ� PLJUDWLRQ� ¿JXUHV� IURP� 6HOVH\� %LOO� LQFOXGHG� D� WRWDO� RI� ���� GXULQJ� 0DUFK�� ZLWK� D�
PD[LPXP�GDLO\�FRXQW�RI�����1�RQ����0DU�ZKLOH�RQ���$SU������1�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�D��ó�KU��
VHDZDWFK��$OVR�LQ�$SULO������1�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�WKH��th�LQ��ó�KU�

'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU�PRQWKV�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�VL[�SDLUV�DW�3LOVH\�,VODQG�RQ�
��0D\�����SDLUV�DW�0HGPHUU\�GXULQJ�-XQH�DQG��DW�%XUQW�+RXVH�%RVWDO��.H\PHU���WHQ�ELUGV�ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�RQ����-XQ�DQG����RQ����-XO��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ����WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�
D�IXUWKHU�����7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�D�VLQJLQJ�PDOH�ZDV�DW�WKH�+RUGHU�&HQWUH��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ����
Feb. The earliest record of successful breeding was of adults carrying food or faecal sacs, seen 
DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ���-XQ�IROORZHG�FORVHO\�E\�VLPLODU�VLJKWLQJV�DW�7KH�0LGULSV�RQ�WKH���th and 
6WRQHKLOO��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ�WKH���th��7KH�¿UVW�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�2XVH�(VWXDU\�
3URMHFW��1HZKDYHQ��RQ����-XO���

7KH�¿UVW�HYLGHQFH�RI�DXWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�RI����UHFRUGHG�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ���$XJ�EXW�WKH�
¿UVW�WKUHH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�����UHFRUGHG�DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ����6HS�IROORZLQJ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZHUH�
VLJQL¿FDQW�PRYHPHQWV�UHFRUGHG�DW�FRDVWDO�VLWHV��'XULQJ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFK�DW�+DVWLQJV�
D� WRWDO�RI������ZDV� UHFRUGHG�RQ����GD\V�EHWZHHQ���$XJ�DQG����1RY��$W�&OLPSLQJ������ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�DQG�����LQ�2FWREHU��'XULQJ�WKH�VDPH�PRQWKV�WKH�WRWDOV�DW�:RUWKLQJ�ZHUH�
����DQG�����ZKLOVW�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�WKH\�ZHUH�����DQG�����

'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�FRXQWV�RI����RU�KLJKHU�����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�
2OG�$LUVWULS��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ���1RY�����URRVWHG�DW�/DYLQJWRQ�&RPPRQ�RQ����1RY�����ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�DW�&KHOZRRG�9DFKHU\��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ���'HF�DQG��¿QDOO\�����ZHUH�VHHQ�ÀRFNLQJ�DW�
7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ����'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�6:%6�FRQGXFWHG�GXULQJ�1RYHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU������
0HDGRZ�3LSLWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>0'6@�

Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus

Scarce resident and scarce winter visitor; very rare away from the coast.

5RFN�3LSLWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ����FRDVWDO�WHWUDGV�IURP�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�WR�&DPEHU�6DQGV��VLPLODU�
WR�ODVW�\HDU��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�ZDV�DV�IROORZV�
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:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ�� 41 40 13 6 7 9 - 14 10 60 35 22

'XULQJ� WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU� SHULRG�� WKH� KLJKHVW� FRXQWV�ZHUH� VL[� RQ� �� -DQ� DQG� WHQ� RQ� ���)HE� DW�
7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV��HLJKW�DW�2YLQJGHDQ�RQ����)HE��¿YH�DW�5RWWLQJGHDQ�RQ����-DQ��IRXU�DW�6KRUHKDP�
+EU�RQ���-DQ�DQG�WKUHH�DW�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO�RQ����-DQ���

%UHHGLQJ�DFWLYLW\�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�RQO\�IRXU�VLWHV��'LVSOD\�ZDV�QRWHG�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ����
0DU��VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�6DOWGHDQ�RQ����$SU�DQG�1HZKDYHQ�RQ����0D\�DQG�DGXOWV�
FDUU\LQJ�IRRG�RU�IHFDO�VDFV�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�6DOWGHDQ�RQ���-XQ�DQG�&XFNPHUH�+DYHQ�RQ�WKH���rd.  

,Q�WKH�DXWXPQ��PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFKHUV�DW�+DVWLQJV�IURP���$XJ�WR����1RY�UHFRUGHG����ELUGV�RQ�IRXU�
GLIIHUHQW�GD\V�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�HLJKW�RQ����2FW��$Q�LQWHUHVWLQJO\�KLJK�FRXQW�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�
at Telscombe Cliffs on 23 Oct. During the second winter period the highest counts were from 
&KLFKHVWHU�+EU�ZLWK�HLJKW�LQ�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO�RQ����1RY��¿YH�WKHUH�RQ����'HF��IRXU�RQ����1RY�
DQG���'HF�DQG�IRXU�DW�(DVW�+HDG�RQ����1RY�ZKLOH�DW�5\H�+EU�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�RQ����'HF��>0'6@�

Water Pipit, Portobello, February 2012 (Dave Sadler)

Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.

There were accepted records for eight birds: one was watched in a ditch at Pett Level on 23 
-DQ��,'+���RQH�DW�3RUWREHOOR��7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV��¿UVW�VHHQ�RQ����1RY������UHPDLQHG�XQWLO����0DU�
by which time it was attaining its summer plumage (STM et al.), one was at Coldwaltham SF on 
��)HE �*%���WKUHH�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�&URZKXUVW�RQ���$SU�DQG��¿QDOO\��WZR�ZHUH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����2FW�
�&+'���>0'6��-$+@
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Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs

Abundant resident, and probably very common passage migrant and winter visitor.

&KDI¿QFK�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ�����RI� WKH� WHWUDGV�ZKROO\�RU� SDUWO\� LQ�6XVVH[�� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� MXVW�
XQGHU������)RU�VXFK�D�FRPPRQ�VSHFLHV�WKLV�VXUHO\�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�LW�LV�XQGHU�UHFRUGHG�DV�LWV�KDELWDW�
SUHIHUHQFHV�DUH�TXLWH�FDWKROLF��DOWKRXJK�WKH�ODWHVW�%%6�WUHQGV�GR�VKRZ�D�JUDGXDO�GHFOLQH�LQ�6XVVH[�
RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��VHH�%%6�DUWLFOH�SDJH�RQ������

'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI������ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�����DW�8GLPRUH�RQ����-DQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�¿YH�FRXQWV�RI�����
RU�PRUH�LQ�WKLV�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��$W�0RQNWRQ�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG��RI�����RQ���-DQ�
����ZHUH�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�KHUH�RQ�WKH���th���FORVHO\�IROORZHG�E\�����DW�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�RQ���)HE���
$W�+D\HV�)P��8GLPRUH��D�FRXQW�RI�����ZDV�PDGH�RQ����-DQ��DW�:DUQKDP�/15�DQG�%HZO�:DWHU�
FRXQWV�RI�����ZHUH�QRWHG�RQ���)HE�DQG����-DQ�UHVSHFWLYHO\�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� IURP� MXVW� ��� WHWUDGV� DQG�ZDV� SUREDEOH� LQ� D� IXUWKHU� ����$OWKRXJK�
singing birds were widely reported from early March onwards, nest building was not recorded 
XQWLO�WKH���th��)XUWKHU�HYLGHQFH�RI�QHVWLQJ�ZDV�QRW�UHFHLYHG�XQWLO���0D\�IURP�8FN¿HOG�ZKHQ�IRRG�
RU�D�IDHFDO�VDF�ZDV�REVHUYHG�EHLQJ�FDUULHG�E\�DQ�DGXOW��D�QHVW�FRQWDLQLQJ�HJJV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�
%URDGZDWHU�:DUUHQ�RQ���0D\��ZKLOVW�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ����0D\�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV��7KH�
ODVW�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZDV�QRWHG�IURP�)LQGRQ�RQ����-XO�

$XWXPQ�PRYHPHQWV�ZLWQHVVHG�GXULQJ�2FWREHU�LQFOXGHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI�WKH�\HDU�RI�����
DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ����2FW��2WKHU�QRWDEOH�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK�FDPH�IURP�6HDIRUG�+HDG��ZLWK�����
RQ�WKH��th��&OLPSLQJ�*DS��ZLWK�����RQ�WKH���th������RQ�WKH���nd�DQG�����RQ�WKH���rd, and Pagham 
+EU�ZLWK�����RQ�WKH���nd.

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�GXULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�����&KDI¿QFKHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�
IURP����RI� WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV� VXUYH\HG� �������ZLWK� D�KLJK�RI���� DW�.LUGIRUG�RQ����1RY���
6PDOOHU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZLWK�IHZ�ODUJH�ÀRFNV��1RWHZRUWK\�
DPRQJVW�WKHVH��KRZHYHU��ZHUH�����DW�6DOHKXUVW�RQ����'HF�ZKHUH�����KDG�DOVR�EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�RQ�
���2FW��7KH�QH[W�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�ZDV����IURP�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ����'HF��>'%@

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Schedule 1 species.

%UDPEOLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�RQO\����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��ZLWK�D�VOLJKW�ELDV�WRZDUGV�WKH�
ZHVW��$SSUR[LPDWH�PLQLPXP�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ 43 49 5 - 1 76 33 6
EŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ 4 5 3 - 1 20 20 6

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��ZKLOH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�LQ�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV��WKHUH�ZHUH�
���DW�%ODFNGRZQ��)HUQKXUVW��RQ����-DQ�DQG��LQ�)HEUXDU\��D�ÀRFN�RI�������DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ�
the 2nd and 3rd. The last recorded sighting was of three birds in Stansted Forest associating with a 
VPDOO�ÀRFN�RI�/HVVHU�5HGSROOV�DQG�*ROG¿QFKHV�RQ��� 0DU��D�ZKROH�PRQWK�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GHSDUWXUH�GDWH�RI����$SU��
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7KH�¿UVW� ELUG� WR� UHWXUQ�ZDV� VHHQ� DW�3HWW�/HYHO� RQ����6HS�� WZR�GD\V� ODWHU� WKHQ� WKH����\HDU�
DYHUDJH�GDWH�RI����6HS��%LUGV�RQ�SDVVDJH�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�D�QXPEHU�RI�FRDVWDO�VLWHV�HDUO\�LQ�2FWREHU�
ZLWK���:�DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ�WKH��th��¿YH�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�DQRWKHU�¿YH�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�
RQ�WKH���th��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�LQODQG�ZDV�VL[�DW�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ����2FW��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�IRU�
the month was nine at Hastings on the 23rd�DQG���th.  

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��DOO�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�LQ�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�EHLQJ�
¿YH�DW�+DVWLQJV�RQ���1RY�DQG�WKUHH�DW�.LUGIRUG�RQ�WKH���th��>63%@

Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 

Very common resident and possibly fairly common passage migrant and scarce winter 

visitor.

*UHHQ¿QFKHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��F�����RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�
SHULRG�D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�ORFDWHG�LQ����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�IRU�WKH�6:%6��L�H��MXVW�
RYHU������ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�2YLQJ�RQ����)HE��7KHUH�ZHUH����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�LQ�WKH�
¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�UDQJLQJ�IURP�WHQ�WR�����ZLWK�D�IXUWKHU�HLJKW�FRXQWV�RI����WR�����2WKHU�KLJKHU�
FRXQWV�ZHUH����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����0DU�����WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG����RQ����)HE�

*UHHQ¿QFKHV��0DUVK�)DUP��-XO\�������%ROD�$NLQROD�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��LQYROYLQJ����UHFRUGV��DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�
����7KHUH�ZDV� D� JHQHUDO� SDXFLW\� RI� UHFRUGV� UHODWLQJ� WR� EUHHGLQJ� EHKDYLRXU��ZLWK� QRQH� RI� QHVW�
EXLOGLQJ�RU�QHVWV�FRQWDLQLQJ�\RXQJ��7KH�¿UVW�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�FDPH�IURP�'DQHKLOO�
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RQ���0D\��WKHUH�ZHUH�WKHQ�IXUWKHU�UHFRUGV�ULJKW�XS�XQWLO����$XJ�ZKHQ�DQ�DGXOW�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�ZDV�
observed feeding a mature chick.  

3RVW�EUHHGLQJ�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�QRWHG�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\��WKH�PD[LPXP�EHLQJ����DW�:RRGLQJGHDQ�
RQ����-XO��$XWXPQ�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�IURP�&OLPSLQJ�*DS�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI������WKH�
VHFRQG�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�RI�WKH�\HDU��RQ����$XJ�DQG����RQ�WKH���th.

$�ÀRFN�RI�����RQ�WKH�VKLQJOH�VSLW�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����2FW�KDG�LQFUHDVHG�WR������WKH�ODUJHVW�
FRXQW�LQ�WKH�\HDU��E\����1RY�EXW�RQO\����ZHUH�WKHUH�RQ�WKH���rd. These apart the most notable 
FRXQWV� WKURXJK�1RYHPEHU�DQG�'HFHPEHU�ZHUH����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ���1RY�����DW� WKH�2XVH�
(VWXDU\�3URMHFW��1HZKDYHQ��RQ����1RY�DQG����DW�5\H�+EU�RQ���'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6��D�
WRWDO�RI�����ELUGV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG������RI�WKH�WRWDO��ZLWK�
D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�+RUVKDP�RQ����'HF�

There were no observations during the year of any birds affected by trichomonosis, which may 
indicate that the disease is less prevalent now than in the past, although it would be premature to 
VXJJHVW�WKDW�*UHHQ¿QFK�LV�PDNLQJ�D�UHFRYHU\�IURP�WKLV��DV�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�%%6�WUHQGV�VKRZ�D�
FRQWLQXLQJ�GHFOLQH�LQ�6XVVH[��VHH�%%6�DUWLFOH�SDJH�������>'%@

Serin Serinus serinus

Very scarce passage migrant; may have bred. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

$Q�DGXOW�PDOH�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����0D\��'&��-)&��ZDV�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�\HDU��7KLV�
EULQJV�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�VLQFH�������LQFOXVLYH��WR�����>-$+@

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Probably fairly common resident, common summer visitor and passage migrant and 

fairly common winter visitor.

*ROG¿QFKHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�VSUHDG�IDLUO\�ZHOO�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\�EXW�ZLWK�D�
ELDV�WRZDUGV�WKH�ZHVW��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�D�WRWDO�RI�����*ROG¿QFKHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�
���RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�IRU�WKH�6:%6��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�MXVW�RYHU������ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�
FRXQW�RI����DW�:HVWERXUQH��(PVZRUWK��RQ���)HE�

7KH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG�ZHUH�GXULQJ�)HEUXDU\��ZLWK�����DQG����DW�6WDQVWHG�)RUHVW�
on the 3rd�DQG��th�UHVSHFWLYHO\�DQG�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��$�IXUWKHU����FRXQWV�UHFRUGHG�
EHWZHHQ����DQG����ELUGV��ZKLOVW�RYHU����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�RI�EHWZHHQ�WHQ�DQG����ELUGV�ZHUH�
received.

&RQ¿UPHG� EUHHGLQJ�ZDV� DSSURSULDWHO\� UHFRUGHG� IURP� HLJKW� WHWUDGV� DQG�ZDV� SUREDEOH� LQ� D�
IXUWKHU����� MXVW� D� IUDFWLRQ�RI� WKRVH� UHFHLYHG� IRU�������7KH� ODWHVW�%%6� WUHQGV� �VHH�%%6�DUWLFOH�
RQ�SDJH������ LQGLFDWH�D�JUDGXDO�FRQWLQXHG� LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH�FRXQW\�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�
EUHHGLQJ�FDPH�IURP�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�RQ�WKH�HDUO\�GDWH�RI����0DU�ZLWK�DQ�RFFXSLHG�QHVW��ZKLOVW�
QHVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�REVHUYHG�LQ�%RJQRU�5HJLV�RQ�WKH���th��$W�%URDGEULGJH�+HDWK�RQ����0D\�IRRG�
was observed being taken into a nest, indicating the presence of young. Fledged young were 
QRWHG�IURP�3DUWULGJH�*UHHQ�E\�WKH���th�DQG�DJDLQ�RQ����-XQ��6XFFHVVIXO�EUHHGLQJ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�
REVHUYHG�WKURXJKRXW�-XO\��ZLWK�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUG�RI�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�EHLQJ�RQ����$XJ�RQ�$VKGRZQ�
Forest.
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$XWXPQ�PRYHPHQWV�W\SLFDOO\�SHDNHG�GXULQJ�2FWREHU�ZKHQ�WKH�ODUJHVW�GD\�FRXQWV�ZHUH������
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�WKH��th�������WKHUH�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�&OLPSLQJ�*DS������(�DQG������(�RQ�WKH�
��th�DQG���th�UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KH�WRWDO�RI������ELUGV�À\LQJ�HDVW�DW�WKH�ODVW�VLWH�RQ����GD\V�EHWZHHQ���
DQG����2FW�LV�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�WKH�VFDOH�RI�HDVWZDUGV�PRYHPHQWV�DW�WKLV�WLPH��/LNHZLVH�REVHUYHUV�DW�
+DVWLQJV�UHFRUGHG�D�WRWDO�RI������EHWZHHQ����6HS�DQG����1RY�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ�����ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�
RQ�VL[�PRUQLQJV�DQG�SHDNV�RI�����(�RQ�2FW����DQG�����(�RQ�2FW�����7KHVH�FRDVWDO�PRYHPHQWV�
FRQWLQXHG��DOEHLW�RQ�D�VPDOOHU�VFDOH��LQWR�HDUO\�1RYHPEHU�ZLWK�����:�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ�WKH��rd 

being the largest number seen.
'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG����GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG��LQFOXGLQJ����DW�3HWW�

/HYHO�RQ����1RY�DQG�WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ���'HF��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�
D�WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP����RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI�
���DW�+RUVKDP�RQ����'HF��>'%@

Siskin Carduelis spinus

Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Very scarce breeder.

6LVNLQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�LQ�WRWDO��VSOLW�HYHQO\�EHWZHHQ�(DVW�DQG�:HVW�6XVVH[���
$V�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�REVHUYHUV�DW�&KHVZRUWK�)P��+RUVKDP��UHSRUWHG�
JRRG�ÀRFNV�ZLWK�����RQ����)HE�DQG����RQ�WKH���th��(OVHZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH����DW�,¿HOG�0LOO�3RQG�
RQ���-DQ�DQG����DW�6DOHKXUVW�RQ����-DQ��7KHUH�ZHUH����DW�6WDQVWHG�)RUHVW�RQ���)HE�UHGXFLQJ�WR����
RQ�WKH��th��ZKLOH����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���0DU�

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�WZR�WHWUDGV�WKLV�\HDU��IRXU�LQ�������DQG�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�HLJKW�
����LQ��������$W�6DOHKXUVW�D�PDOH�DQG�WZR�UHFHQWO\�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�RQ����$SU�DQG�
SRVVLEO\�WKH�VDPH�ELUGV�DJDLQ�RQ���0D\��6LVNLQV�DUH�HDUO\�EUHHGHUV�DQG�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKLV�PD\�KDYH�
been one of the wintering birds noted at Salehurst which chose to remain and presumably nested 
LQ�0DUFK��7KH�VHFRQG�FRQ¿UPHG�UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�UHFHQWO\�ÀHGJHG�ELUG�DW�)UDQW�RQ����0D\��'XULQJ�
WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�DOO�WKH�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV�H[FHSW�IRU�D�PLJUDQW�SDUW\�RI����RQ�,SLQJ�
&RPPRQ�RQ���$SU�DQG�WHQ�DW�%ODFNGRZQ��)HUQKXUVW��RQ���0D\��,QWHUHVWLQJO\�D�MXYHQLOH�ZDV�QRWHG�
RQ�D�IHHGHU�LQ�5XQFWRQ��&KLFKHVWHU��RQ���6HS�

6LJQL¿FDQW�DXWXPQ�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�¿UVW�QRWLFHG�DW�FRDVWDO�VLWHV�LQ�ODWH�6HSWHPEHU��EXW�LW�ZDV�QRW�
until October that numbers built up. Counts recorded at some of the principal seawatching sites 
were as follows:

^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ WĞĂŬ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E - 4 -
W - - 1

�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ
E 118 775 68 185 E on 10 Oct
W - - -

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ
E - 91 - 45 E on 9 Oct
W - - -

7KH� KLJKHVW� FRXQWV� HOVHZKHUH� LQFOXGHG� ���1� DW�7KRUQH\� ,VODQG� RQ� ��2FW�� ���(� DW�&KXUFK�
1RUWRQ�RQ�WKH���st�DQG����:�DW�%LUOLQJ�*DS�RQ�WKH���rd. Visible migration was well monitored 
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�ZKHUH�����ZHUH�QRWHG�RQ����6HS�ZKLOVW�GXULQJ�2FWREHU�WKHUH�ZHUH�UHFRUGV�RI�����
RU�PRUH�RQ�WHQ�GD\V�LQFOXGLQJ�����RQ�WKH��th�DQG�����RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�PLJUDWLRQ�
ZDWFK�DW�+DVWLQJV������ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ����GD\V�EHWZHHQ����6HS�DQG����1RY�ZLWK�D�SHDN�
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GD\�FRXQW�RI�����(�RQ���2FW�� ,Q� WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��DOWKRXJK� WKH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�
ZLGHO\��WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�VL[�UHFRUGV�RI����RU�PRUH�LQFOXGLQJ�D�ÀRFN�RI����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����1RY��
���DW�&OLPSLQJ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG���V�DW�+HUVWPRQFHX[�RQ����'HF�DQG�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH��RQ�WKH�
��th��>63%@

Linnet Carduelis cannabina

Common but decreasing resident and partial migrant. Red listed species of high 

conservation concern.

/LQQHWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�
ZHUH����FRXQWV�RI�����RU�PRUH��7KHUH�ZHUH�����DW�3LOVH\�6DQGV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ���-DQ�IHHGLQJ�
LQ�WKH�VDQG�GXQHV������DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th������DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ���
)HE�DQG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ�WKH���th��DQG�����UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�)HEUXDU\�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH���
/DWHU�LQ�WKH�PRQWK�WKHUH�ZHUH�����DW�7LFHKXUVW�RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6����ELUGV�ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�IURP������NP�VTXDUHV�RI�WKH�����VXUYH\HG��,Q�0DUFK��WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RI�����
DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�DW�+DVWLQJV�&3�RQ�WKH���st��RWKHUZLVH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�YHU\�PXFK�
reduced.

/LQQHW��&KXUFK�1RUWRQ��-XO\�������$QGUHZ�+RXVH�

'XULQJ� WKH� EUHHGLQJ� VHDVRQ�� EUHHGLQJ�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� ��� WHWUDGV� DQG�ZDV� SUREDEOH� LQ� D�
IXUWKHU� ���ZLWK�$VKGRZQ� )RUHVW� EHLQJ� WKH� VWURQJKROG� RI� WKLV� VSHFLHV��7HUULWRULDO� DFWLYLW\�ZDV�
¿UVW�QRWHG�LQ�PLG�0DUFK�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�RQ�WKH���th�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��ZKLOVW�WKH�¿UVW�QHVW�
EXLOGLQJ�DFWLYLW\�ZDV�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�WKHUH�RQ����$SU��7KH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�
QRWHG��DOVR�RQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ����0D\�IROORZHG�E\����RWKHU�UHFRUGV�RI�ÀHGJOLQJV�XQWLO����
$XJ��'XULQJ� WKH�:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\����SDLUV�ZHUH� IRXQG�ZLWK� WKH� ODUJHVW�
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FRXQWV�EHLQJ����DW�,SLQJ�&RPPRQ�DQG�QLQH�DW�$PEHUVKDP�DQG�+H\VKRWW�&RPPRQV��VHH�SDJH�����
for details). Compared to previous years it appears to have been a poor year in terms of breeding 
UHFRUGV��QR�GRXEW�GXH�LQ�SDUW�WR�WKH�LQFOHPHQW�ZHDWKHU�LQ�ODWH�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU��'XULQJ�-XQH��
����ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�EXW�LQ�$XJXVW�WKH�RQO\�WULSOH�¿JXUH�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�����DW�
&KDQWU\�+LOO�RQ�WKH��th.

7KHUH�ZHUH�VL]HDEOH�FRXQWV�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�ZLWK�VRPH�YLVLEOH�PLJUDWLRQ�QRWHG�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW��
as shown below:  

^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ WĞĂŬ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ

^ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝůů
E - 400 - 400 E on 25 Oct
W 60 - 31 60 W on 30 Sep

�ůŝŵƉŝŶŐ
E 49 1280 - 240 E on 24 Oct
W - - -

tŽƌƚŚŝŶŐ
E - 46 60 45 E on 24 Oct
W - - -

^ƉůĂƐŚ�WŽŝŶƚ
E - 60 - 60 E on 25 Oct
W - - -

&RDVWDO�PRYHPHQWV�DGGLWLRQDO�WR�WKH�DERYH�LQFOXGHG����(�DV�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����2FW������
(�WKHUH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�DQG�D�SHDN�GD\�FRXQW�DW�+DVWLQJV�RI�����(�RQ�WKH���th. Peak eastwards 
PRYHPHQWV�RFFXUUHG�RQ����DQG����2FW��6RPH�VL]HDEOH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�DOVR�REWDLQHG�DW�LQODQG�VLWHV���
,Q�6HSWHPEHU�D�ÀRFN�RI�����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�%XUSKDP�RQ�WKH��th. In October, numbers increased 
VLJQL¿FDQWO\��7KHUH�ZHUH������DW�&KLOJURYH�RQ�WKH��th������LQ�WKH�¿HOGV�ZHVW�RI�6HOVH\�RQ�WKH���th 

DQG�����DW�.H\PHU�RQ�WKH��th������DW�:RRGLQJGHDQ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�
WKH��th. Thereafter numbers dropped off as passage reduced and during November the only three 
¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�RI�����DW�+DUWLQJ�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�����DW�:RRGLQJGHDQ�RQ�WKH���st. Similarly, in 
'HFHPEHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�WZR�WULSOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV������DW�+RXJKWRQ�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�����DW�2YLQJ�
RQ�WKH���th��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6������ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�QLQH�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�
VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����DW�+RXJKWRQ�RQ���'HF��>63%@

Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret

Scarce breeder and fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Red listed 

species of high conservation concern.

/HVVHU�5HGSROOV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV�LQ�����������RI�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO��VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
IHZHU�WKDQ�LQ�������7KHUH�ZHUH�VRPH����UHSRUWV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��ZLWK�
WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�EHLQJ�����DW�%HFNOH\�:RRG��1RUWKLDP��RQ����-DQ�DQG�DOVR�DW�&KHVZRUWK�)P�
�+RUVKDP��RQ���0DU��VHYHQ�VXFK�FRXQWV�FDPH�IURP�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��+RZHYHU��WKHVH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�
HFOLSVHG�E\�����DW�%URDGZDWHU�:DUUHQ�RQ����0DU��2I�QRWH�ZHUH�SDLUV�VHHQ�LQ�FRXUWVKLS�ÀLJKWV�
RYHU�JRUVH�DW�&DPS�+LOO��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��RQ����0DU��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�
UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\�¿YH�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����DW�+DUJDWH�
)RUHVW��)UDQW��RQ����)HE�

%UHHGLQJ� ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� RQO\� WZR� WHWUDGV� EXW� ZDV� SUREDEOH� LQ� D� IXUWKHU� WHQ��$OO� WKHVH�
UHFRUGV�ZHUH�IURP�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�ZKHUH�SUREDEOH�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ������NP�VTXDUHV��
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SDLUV�LV�XQFOHDU��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH����ELUGV�FRXQWHG�DW�&DPS�+LOO�RQ����0DU��
���DW�0LVERXUQH�RQ����$SU�����DW�*UHHQZRRG�*DWH�RQ�WKH���th�����DW�WKH�2OG�$LUVWULS�RQ����$SU��
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���DW�*LOOV�/DS�RQ����0D\�DQG����DW�.LQJ�6WDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH���th. There were also three reports of 
ÀHGJOLQJV�DW�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�VLWHV�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�D�SUREDEOH�IDPLO\�JURXS�ZDV�RQ����-XO�DW�
Camp Hill.  

7KHUH�ZHUH�DW� OHDVW����UHFRUGV�RI����RU�PRUH�ELUGV� LQ� WKH�DXWXPQ�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����2FW�����DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ�WKH��th�DQG����DW�:KLWEUHDG�+ROORZ��%HDFK\�
+HDG��RQ�WKH���th��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW�ZDV����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�F����DW�
:DUQKDP�/15�RQ���'HF�DQG�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ�WKH���rd��'XULQJ�WKH�ODWH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI�RQO\����
ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\�VL[�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��>3'@

Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea flammea

Rare vagrant.

2QO\�RQH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�������DW�6WDSOH�$VK�)P��&KLOJURYH��RQ����)HE��$+���DVVRFLDWLQJ�
ZLWK�/HVVHU�5HGSROOV��7KH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�VLQFH������PRYHV�RQ�WR����DQG��IRU�WKLV�FHQWXU\��WR�����
LQFOXGLQJ����LQ������DQG����LQ�������>-$+@�

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

Irruptive species; usually scarce visitor but fairly common in some years. Very scarce 

breeder in some years. Schedule 1 species.

&URVVELOOV�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�IURP���� WHWUDGV��1XPEHUV� UHSRUWHG� LQ� WKH�¿UVW� WKUHH�PRQWKV�ZHUH�
JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��ZLWK�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�LQ�-DQXDU\�RI����DW�2OG�/RGJH��$VKGRZQ�
)RUHVW��RQ�WKH��th�����DW�0RQNWRQ��&KLOJURYH��RQ�WKH���th and also at Blackdown (nr Fernhurst) on 
WKH���th�ZLWK�D�PRQWKO\�PD[LPXP�RI����DQG����DW�:LJJRQKROW�&RPPRQ��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV��RQ�
WKH���th�DQG����DW�9LQHKDOO��0RXQW¿HOG��RQ���)HE��

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�WKUHH�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�QLQH��$GXOWV�ZLWK�\RXQJ�ZHUH�
UHSRUWHG� IURP�/DYLQJWRQ� 3ODQWDWLRQ� RQ� ���0DU�� +H\VKRWW� &RPPRQ� RQ� ���0D\� DQG�'XQFWRQ�
&RPPRQ�RQ���-XQ��1LQH�SDLUV�RU� WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�7KDPHV�%DVLQ�DQG�:HDOGHQ�
+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\��VHH�SDJH�����IRU�GHWDLOV���'XULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�WKHUH�ZHUH�FRXQWV�RI�
RYHU����RQ����RFFDVLRQV�ZLWK�D�UHPDUNDEOH����ELUGV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-XQ�����DW�%ODFNGRZQ�RQ�
���0D\�DQG����LQ�:HVW�'HDQ�:RRGV�RQ���-XQ����1XPEHUV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�GHFOLQHG�DV�VKRZQ�E\�WKH�
monthly totals of highest counts at each location in each site. 

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ� EŽǀ �ĞĐ

250 134 61 95 253 215 121 51 23 26 32 9

7KH�WDEOH�VKRZV�WKDW�QXPEHUV�IHOO�QRWDEO\�LQ�WKH�ODVW�¿YH�PRQWKV�ZLWK�WHQ�DW�%UDHEHUU\�+DWFK�
�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�� RQ����$XJ�� DQG����DW�%HDXSRUW�3DUN� �+DVWLQJV��RQ����1RY�EHLQJ� WKH�RQO\�
GRXEOH�¿JXUH�FRXQWV�EHWZHHQ�$XJXVW�DQG�'HFHPEHU��>3-3@
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Parrot Crossbill Loxia pytyopsittacus

Very rare vagrant.

$�IHPDOH�ZDV�DW�%ODFNGRZQ��)HUQKXUVW��IURP����-DQ�WR����)HE��'-%��*+���,W�ZDV�SKRWRJUDSKHG�
and discussed in Birding World 25��������7KLV�ZDV�RQO\�WKH�VHFRQG�UHFRUG�IRU�WKH�FRXQW\��WKH�¿UVW�
ZDV�RQH�VKRW�LQ�6W��/HRQDUGV�)RUHVW�LQ�0DUFK������ZKLFK�LV�QRZ�LQ�WKH�%RRWK�0XVHXP��Walpole-

Bond 1�������VR�D�VHFRQG�VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�ORQJ�RYHUGXH�DQG�QR�GRXEW�SURYLGHG�PDQ\�D�6XVVH[�ELUGHU�
ZLWK�D�FRXQW\�¿UVW��$Q�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�¿QGLQJ�RI�WKLV�ELUG�DSSHDUV�RQ�SDJH������>-$+@

Parrot Crossbill, Blackdown, February 2012 (Michael McKee)

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus

Rare vagrant. Schedule 1 species.

7KHUH�ZDV�RQO\�RQH�UHFRUG��D�¿UVW�\HDU�IHPDOH�WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���2FW��,'+��DQG�VHHQ�
DJDLQ�RQ�VHYHUDO�GDWHV�WR����2FW��7KH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�PRYHV�RQ�WR�����>-$+@

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Fairly common or common resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern.

7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�
���DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����)HE�����DW�(DUWKDP�:RRGV�RQ����-DQ��DQG�WHQ�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�
RQ����0DU�
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%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�HLJKW�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����$�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�
FDUU\LQJ�QHVW�PDWHULDO�RQ���0D\�DW�.LQJOH\�9DOH�DQG�ÀHGJHG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�&URZERURXJK�
*&�RQ�WKH���th.

At The Mumbles (Steyning) seven different birds were trapped of which four were young and 
WKUHH�DGXOW�ELUGV��ZKLOVW�DW�WKH�1RUWK�6FDUS�RI�&LVVEXU\�WKH����GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV�WUDSSHG�FRPSULVHG�
���DGXOWV�DQG�QLQH�\RXQJ��2QH�KXQGUHG�DQG�VL[�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��>3-3@

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Scarce or possibly very scarce breeding resident and very scarce passage migrant. Red 

listed species of high conservation concern.

+DZ¿QFKHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\����WHWUDGV�����RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[�DQG�PRVW�LQ�
WKH�&KLOJURYH�:HVW�'HDQ�DUHD��7KH�DSSUR[LPDWH�PRQWKO\�WRWDOV�ZHUH�

:ĂŶ &Ğď DĂƌ �Ɖƌ DĂǇ :ƵŶ :Ƶů �ƵŐ ^ĞƉ KĐƚ EŽǀ �ĞĐ
40 1 10 1 3 - - 3 - 4 6 8

,Q�WKH�¿UVW� WKUHH�PRQWKV�RI� WKH�\HDU� WKHUH�ZHUH����VLJKWLQJV�UHFRUGHG��PRVWO\�IURP�YDULRXV�
areas at West Dean Woods. Inevitably considerable duplication was involved and the highest 
FRXQWV�ZHUH����RQ����-DQ��HLJKW�RQ����-DQ�DQG�VHYHQ�RQ����-DQ�

Spring records were of four birds from three different locations away from the traditional sites, 
including one considered to be in suitable breeding habitat. The only other possible breeding 
UHFRUG�ZDV�RI�D�VLQJLQJ�PDOH�RQ����0DU��$V�ZDV�QRWHG�LQ� WKH������6XVVH[�%LUG�5HSRUW�� WKHUH�
continues to be a lack of records during the breeding season. 

7KUHH�À\LQJ�ZHVW�RYHU�&LVVEXU\�5LQJ�RQ���$XJ�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�EHWZHHQ����0D\�DQG����
2FW��'XULQJ�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU�����GD\�FRXQWV�LQYROYHG�D�WRWDO�RI�SUREDEO\�QR�PRUH�
WKDQ����GLIIHUHQW�ELUGV��DVVXPLQJ�PXOWLSOH�UHFRUGV�IURP�:HVW�'HDQ�ZHUH�RI�WKH�VDPH�LQGLYLGXDOV���
0RVW�RI�WKHVH�ZHUH�RI�VLQJOH�ELUGV��DOWKRXJK�IRXU�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�DW�:HVW�'HDQ�RQ����2FW�DQG���
1RY��DQG�HLJKW�RQ����'HF��7KH�PRVW� LQWHUHVWLQJ�UHFRUG�RI� WKLV�SHULRG�UHODWHV� WR�D�ELUG�FLUFOLQJ�
RYHU�)DLUOLJKW��+DVWLQJV��RQ���1RY��WKRXJKW�WR�EH�³LQ�RII�WKH�VHD´��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�D�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�D�
FRQWLQHQWDO�PLJUDQW�IURP�(XURSH���>'%@

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium conservation 

concern. Schedule 1 species. 

7KH�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ����WHWUDGV��7KH�WZR�6QRZ�%XQWLQJV�ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�DW�:LGHZDWHU�
�/DQFLQJ��VLQFH����1RY������UHPDLQHG�XQWLO����)HE�DQG�ZHUH�MRLQHG�IURP����-DQ�WR���)HE�E\�D�
KDQGVRPH�DGXOW�PDOH��2I�WKH�¿YH�ELUGV�SUHVHQW�DW�(DVW�+HDG�RQ���1RY������RQO\�RQH�UHPDLQHG�DW�
WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH�\HDU��1XPEHUV�URVH�WR�WKUHH�RQ���-DQ�DQG�IRXU�RQ����-DQ��WKHLU�¿QDO�GD\�DW�WKH�VLWH���
(OVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�RQH�ZDV�DW�*O\QGH�5HDFK�RQ����-DQ��RQH�LQODQG�DW�'DOOLQJWRQ�
RQ����)HE�DQG�RQH�DW�7KH�:LFNV��&DPEHU��RQ���0DU�

7KH�¿UVW�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�ZDV�RI�D�PDOH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�IURP����2FW�WR���
1RY��IROORZHG�E\�D�IHPDOH�WKHUH�RQ����WR����1RY��2QH�RQ�WKH�EHDFK�DW�6HDIRUG�IURP�������1RY�
FRLQFLGHG�ZLWK�RQH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����1RY�DQG�RQH�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�5HV�IURP����WR����1RY��7ZR�ZHUH�
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DW�/DQJQH\�3RLQW��(DVWERXUQH��IURP����WR����1RY��,Q�:HVW�6XVVH[�RQH�DUULYHG�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�
RQ����1RY�DQG�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�DUHD�XQWLO���'HF��>$&*@

Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus

Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium 

conservation concern. Schedule 1 species.

2QO\�RQH�ELUG�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�WKLV�\HDU��VHHQ�DW�7KRUQH\�,VODQG�RQ����2FW��&%&��EHIRUH�À\LQJ�
RII�ZHVW��7KH�WRWDO�VLQFH�1RYHPEHU������LV�QRZ�����LQFOXGLQJ�WKH����RI������������>-$+@

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

Fairly common resident. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

5HFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�����WHWUDGV��:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��WKHVH�ZHUH�
SUHGRPLQDQWO\�IURP�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��GXULQJ�WKH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�
RI�����<HOORZKDPPHUV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� IURP�RQO\����RI� WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV� VXUYH\HG�ZLWK� D�
PD[LPXP�FRXQW�RI����DW�&RFNLQJ�RQ����)HE�IHHGLQJ�LQ�D�PDL]H�JDPH�FURS��D�KLJK�¿JXUH�IRU�WKDW�
VLWH��2WKHU�ODUJH�FRXQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�ZHUH����DW�+RQHU�)P��3DJKDP��RQ����)HE�����DW�'HYLO¶V�
'\NH�RQ����-DQ�DQG���V�DW�/LGVH\�/RGJH�RQ�WKH��th�DQG�%XUSKDP�RQ�WKH���th. On the Norfolk 
(VWDWH�����ELUGV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG��µD�ODUJH�DQQXDO�LQFUHDVH¶�

,Q�WKH�VSULQJ��D�WRWDO�RI�DW�OHDVW�����LQFOXGLQJ�ÀRFNV�RI����DQG�����ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�0DQRU�)P�
�:HVW�'HDQ��RQ����$SU��)RXUWHHQ�IHHGLQJ�LQ�D�JDUGHQ�DW�+DVVRFNV�RQ����$SU�HOLFLWHG�WKH�FRPPHQW�
WKDW�³D�ÀRFN�RI����ZKLFK�¿UVW�FDPH�ZLWK�WKH�VQRZ�WKUHH�\HDUV�DJR�KDV�FRPH�EDFN�HYHU\�ZLQWHU�
spring since and is growing”.  

7KH�¿UVW�VRQJ�ZDV�QRWHG�RQ����)HE�DW�/DYLQJWRQ�3ODQWDWLRQ�DQG�3RXQGJDWH��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW��
DQG�ZDV�ZLGHVSUHDG�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�.LGEURRNH�3N��$VKGRZQ�
)RUHVW��DQG�DQ�DGXOW�ZDV�VHHQ�FDUU\LQJ�IRRG�DW�:HLU�:RRG�5HV�RQ���$XJ��%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�SUREDEOH�
LQ�D�IXUWKHU����WHWUDGV��$Q�HVWLPDWHG����WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG�GXULQJ�WKH�7KDPHV�%DVLQ�DQG�
:HDOGHQ�+HDWKV�%UHHGLQJ�%LUG�6XUYH\��VHH�SDJH�����IRU�GHWDLOV���2Q�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW������NP�
VTXDUHV�FRQWDLQHG�D�SRVVLEOH�PLQLPXP�RI����VLQJLQJ�PDOHV�RU�WHUULWRULHV��$Q�HVWLPDWHG����SDLUV�
KHOG�WHUULWRULHV�RQ�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH��FI�����WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�DQG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�
pairs.  

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG��GXULQJ�WKH�6:%6�D�WRWDO�RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\�WHQ�RI�WKH�
������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��ZLWK�¿YH�DW�5LQJPHU�RQ���'HF�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQW��7KLV�HPSKDVLVHV�
how much less common this once widespread species has become. During this period double 
¿JXUH�FRXQWV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�IURP����VLWHV��WKH�ODUJHVW�ÀRFNV�ZHUH����DW�)ODQVKDP�RQ���1RY�DQG�
DW�%DUQKDP�RQ���'HF�DQG��DW�'HYLO¶V�'\NH�����RQ����1RY�DQG�WZR�ÀRFNV�WRWDOOLQJ����RQ����'HF���
'HVSLWH�VRPH�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�VRPH�DUHDV�ERWK�ZLQWHULQJ�DQG�EUHHGLQJ�¿JXUHV�DUH�FRQVLGHUDEO\�SRRUHU�
WKDQ�LQ�������>$&*@
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Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

Fairly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of 

medium conservation concern.

5HHG�%XQWLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�����WHWUDGV�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�D�WRWDO�
RI����ZDV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�RQO\�VL[�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�
QXPEHUV�VHHPHG�WR�SHDN�LQ�WKH�FROG�ZHDWKHU�LQ�HDUO\�WR�PLG�)HEUXDU\��'RXEOH�¿JXUH�ÀRFNV�ZHUH�
VHHQ�DW����VLWHV��WKH�ODUJHVW�EHLQJ�DW�5RGPHOO��ZKHUH�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXQWV�ZHUH�����RQ���DQG����)HE��
DQG�3HWW�/HYHO��DOVR�ZLWK�����RQ���)HE��)ORFNV�RI�������ZHUH�SUHVHQW�DURXQG�3DJKDP�+EU�EHWZHHQ�
���-DQ�DQG����)HE�DQG�VPDOOHU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�DQG�RWKHU�LQODQG�
VLWHV��2Q�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH����ZHUH�ORFDWHG��,Q�0DUFK�DQG�$SULO�5HHG�%XQWLQJV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�
IURP�JDUGHQV�LQ�8FN¿HOG�DQG�%X[WHG�ZKHUH�WKH\�IHG�RQ�RU�XQGHU�ELUG�WDEOHV�DQG�LQ�ODWH�0DUFK�D�
IHPDOH�IHG�IURP�IDW�EDOOV�LQ�D�+HQ¿HOG�JDUGHQ���

%UHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�IURP�WHQ�WHWUDGV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�����$W�5\H�+EU�/15�
��� WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�PDSSHG�� DQG� WHQ�SDLUV�ZHUH� ORFDWHG�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�� VL[�DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV�
ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�SDLU�RQ�7KRUQH\�,VODQG��$W�6WRFNV�)P��,FNOHVKDP�����DGXOWV�DQG�\RXQJ�ZHUH�
FRXQWHG�RQ����-XO��7KH�RQH�SDLU�ZKLFK�KDV�EUHG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�DW�,SLQJ�&RPPRQ�ZDV�QRW�SUHVHQW���
2Q�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�EUHHGLQJ�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�IRXU���NP�VTXDUHV�DQG�ZDV�SUREDEOH�LQ�D�IXUWKHU�
seven where there was a minimum of ten singing males or territories.

Reed Bunting, Bishopstone, March 2012 (Peter Wilson)

'XULQJ�WKH�ODWWHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�\HDU�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPH�HYLGHQFH�RI�SDVVDJH��$W�+DVWLQJV����ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�RQ����GD\V�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�ZDWFKHV�EHWZHHQ���$XJ�DQG����1RY��ZLWK�D�KLJKHVW�GD\�FRXQW�RI�
QLQH�RQ����6HS��UHJDUGHG�DV�µD�PRGHVW�SDVVDJH¶��7KH�¿UVW�ÀRFNV�RI�WKH�SHULRG�ZHUH����DW�&UXWFKHV�
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)P��:LQFKHOVHD��RQ���6HS�DQG����DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����6HS�ULVLQJ�WR����RQ����2FW�DQG����RQ���'HF���
7KH�RQO\�RWKHU�ÀRFNV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI����ZHUH����DW�5RGPHOO�RQ���1RY�����DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����1RY�
DQG�ÀRFNV�RI����DQG����DW�WZR�VLWHV�LQ�$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�RQ����DQG����'HF�UHVSHFWLYHO\��$V�LQ�WKH�
previous winter small numbers were noted from stubble and game strips, sometimes associating 
with Yellowhammers. During the late SWBS a total of nine was recorded from only four of the 
������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG���

$OWKRXJK�WKH�FROG�ZHDWKHU�LQ�)HEUXDU\�EURXJKW�VRPH�ODUJHU�ÀRFNV��WKH�SLFWXUH�RYHUDOO�ZDV�RI�
UHGXFHG�QXPEHUV�EUHHGLQJ�DQG�UHPDLQLQJ�WKURXJK�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU��>$&*@

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra

Fairly common but decreasing resident. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

&RUQ�%XQWLQJV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IURP����WHWUDGV��2I�DOO�WKH�UHFRUGV�VXEPLWWHG��RQO\����ZHUH�IRU�
¿YH�RU�PRUH�ELUGV�DQG�����ZHUH�IRU�RQO\�RQH�RU�WZR��5HFRUGV�IRU�GRZQODQG�KDELWDWV�UHSUHVHQWHG�
����RI�WKH�WRWDO��WKH�UHPDLQGHU�LQYROYLQJ�UHFRUGV�RI�XVXDOO\�VLQJOH�ELUGV��)RU�RQO\�WZR�GRZQODQG�
sites were there records for ten months of the year and one other for seven months.  

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKH�ODUJHVW�ÀRFNV�ZHUH����RQ����-DQ�DW�7KH�%XUJK��%XUSKDP��RQ�WKH�
1RUIRON�(VWDWH�ZKLFK�DOVR�UHSRUWHG� WKDW�D�VWHDG\� LQFUHDVH�ZDV�DSSDUHQW�DQG�D�ÀRFN�RI����ZDV�
DURXQG�XQWLO�0D\��(OVHZKHUH��WKHUH�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW����RQ�VWXEEOH�DW�6WHHS�'RZQ��/DQFLQJ��RQ����
-DQ�����SUHSDULQJ�WR�URRVW�DW�5RGPHOO�RQ����)HE�����DW�'HYLO¶V�'\NH��%ULJKWRQ��RQ����)HE��WHQ�DW�
'LWFKOLQJ�%HDFRQ�RQ����-DQ�DQG����DW�:LQFKHOVHD�RQ���-DQ��1HDU�WKH�FRDVW�XS�WR�IRXU�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�
3DJKDP�+EU�DQG�XS�WR�¿YH�RQ�WKH�PDUVKHV�HDVW�RI�5\H�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG��'XULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�6:%6�
QLQH�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�WKUHH�RI�WKH�������NP�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG��2Q����0DU�D�&RUQ�%XQWLQJ�ZDV�
VHHQ�WR�À\�QRUWK�RYHU�%ULJKWRQ�:LOG�3DUN�DQG�WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�EULHÀ\�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU�

7KH�¿UVW�VRQJ�ZDV�KHDUG�DW�-XU\¶V�*DS��&DPEHU��RQ����)HE�EXW�VRPH�ÀRFNV�SHUVLVWHG� LQWR�
0D\��H�J��WHQ�RQ�D�JDPH�FURS�DW�0DQRU�)P��:HVW�'HDQ��RQ���$SU��)XUWKHU�HYLGHQFH�RI�DQ�XSWXUQ�
LQ�WKH�IRUWXQHV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LQ�WKH�/DYDQW�9DOOH\�ZDV�ZKDW�ZDV�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�µPRELOH�ÀRFN¶�
RI�VHYHQ�DW�*RRGZRRG�3DUN��D�QHZ�VLWH��RQ����0D\��2Q�WKH�1RUIRON�(VWDWH�DQ�HVWLPDWHG����SDLUV�
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��DV�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��)RUW\�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�RQ�WKH�'RZQV�DERYH�3RUWVODGH�RQ����
0D\���2Q����0D\����ZHUH�IRXQG�RQ�GRZQODQG�QHDU�:RUWKLQJ�DQG�XS�WR����ZHUH�FRXQWHG�DW�6WHHS�
Down during the breeding season. An observer commented: ‘wonderful to see and hear Corn 
%XQWLQJV�RQ�WKLV�VLWH�IRU�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�¶��RQ�ORFDWLQJ�WHQ�RQ�WKH�'RZQV�DERYH�.H\PHU��
An association with barley was mentioned by several observers. Small numbers were found away 
from the Downs in the Oving area and three or four possible single territories elsewhere.

%\�HDUO\�$XJXVW�ÀRFNV��QR�GRXEW�LQFOXGLQJ�MXYHQLOHV��ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�VHYHUDO�VLWHV�����LQ�EDUOH\�DW�
6WHHS�'RZQ�RQ���$XJ�����DOVR�LQ�EDUOH\�DW�(GEXUWRQ�RQ����$XJ�DQG����DW�'HYLO¶V�'\NH�RQ����$XJ�

'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZLQWHU�SHULRG�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�ODUJH�ÀRFNV��WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHUV�EHLQJ����DW�
'HYLO¶V�'\NH�RQ����2FW�����DW�:LQFKHOVHD�RQ����1RY�DQG����DW�(DVW�*XOGHIRUG�/HYHO��5\H��RQ���
'HF��>$&*@
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ESCAPES and FERAL BIRDS
All records of BOU Category D species, of apparently feral individuals of other species and of 

probable or certain escapes from captivity (but not those clearly in captivity) will be welcomed by 
the Hon. Recorder for this annual feature. In order to track records, particularly those involving 
wildfowl which are prone to wander between sites, observers are reminded to include the age, 
VH[�DQG��ZKHUH�DSSURSULDWH��FRORXU�PRUSK�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKHQ�VXEPLWWLQJ�UHFRUGV��6XFK�UHFRUGV�
should be submitted in the normal way.

The following escaped or feral birds, other than those Category C species in the main list, were 
UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�������XQOHVV�VWDWHG�RWKHUZLVH���,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�
WKHVH�ELUGV�LV�ODUJHO\�XQFKHFNHG��$�OLVW�RI�XVHIXO�UHIHUHQFHV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�6[%5�62�������������
7KLV�OLVW�LV�FRPSLOHG�E\�-RKQ�+REVRQ�XQOHVV�LQGLFDWHG�RWKHUZLVH��6SHFLHV�QDPHV�DQG�RUGHU�IROORZ�
,2&�:RUOG�%LUG�1DPHV��Y������DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�ZRUOGELUGQDPHV�RUJ�

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris

Common resident throughout much of Africa. Kept domestically elsewhere.

7KLV� VSHFLHV�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� DW� VL[� VLWHV�� WKH� KLJKHVW� FRXQW�ZDV� ��� DW� 6XWWRQ�(QG�RQ� ��� -XQ�
DQG�VL[�DW�&RFNLQJ�RQ����$SU��8S�WR�WKUHH�ZHUH�DW�/DG\ZHOO��&RRPEHV��ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�QRWHG�
WKURXJKRXW�PXFK�RI�WKH�\HDU��(OVHZKHUH��WZR�ZHUH�QRWHG�DW�6KHI¿HOG�3DUN�RQ����0D\�DQG�VLQJOH�
ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����0D\�DQG�3OXPSWRQ�RQ����-XO�

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus

Wild birds are restricted to the Indian subcontinent. A traditional favourite of ornamental 

gardens.

7KLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DW�MXVW�WKUHH�VLWHV��$W�WZR�RI�WKHVH�VLWHV�ELUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�GXULQJ�D�
Breeding Bird Survey visit: one bird at Balcombe and one near Hurstpierpoint on 2 May. Another 
ELUG�ZDV�DW�/HHFKSRRO�DQG�2ZOEHHFK�:RRG��+RUVKDP��RQ����$XJ�

Black-bellied Whistling Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis

Breeds in southern USA and tropical Central to south-central South America and can 

be found year round in parts of southeast Texas and seasonally in southeast Arizona and 

Louisiana’s Gulf Coast.

2QH�ZDV�DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ����DQG����-XO�

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus

Breeds in central Asia; migrates south to northern India for winter. Commonly kept in 

ZLOGIRZO�FROOHFWLRQV��)UHH�À\LQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�OLDEOH�WR�ZDQGHU�

0RVW�UHFRUGV�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZHUH�RI�RQH�ELUG��RQ�RQO\�IRXU�GD\V�LQ�WKH�\HDU�ZHUH�WKHUH�WZR�����
,Q�:HVW�6XVVH[��WKH�\HDU�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�RQH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�EXW�IRU�RQO\�RQH�GD\����-DQ��LW�
WKHQ�GLVDSSHDUHG��7KH�QH[W�VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�RI�WZR�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�RQ����$SU�RQO\��WKH�RQO\�UHFRUG�RI�
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WZR�EHIRUH�WKH�DXWXPQ��2QH�ZDV�WKHQ�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ���0D\�DQG��RQ�WKH���th�DQG���th, was 
FRQVRUWLQJ�WKHUH�ZLWK�D�ÀRFN�RI�&DQDGD�*HHVH�EXW�WKHQ��DVVXPLQJ�LW�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�ELUG��WXUQHG�XS�
DW�7KRUQH\�'HHSV��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��RQ����0D\��WKH�ODVW�VSULQJ�GDWH�

0HDQZKLOH��LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[��RQH�VHHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���-DQ�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ�VHYHUDO�GDWHV�WR�WKH�
23rd��WKHQ�DJDLQ�RQ���)HE�DQG�VHYHUDO�GDWHV�WR����0DU��LW�WKHQ�GLVDSSHDUHG��+RZHYHU��RQ�WKH���th 
RQH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�7URXWEHFN��(ULGJH���WKHQ�WZLFH�LQ�$SULO�DQG�¿QDOO\�RQ���0D\��2Q����0D\��LW�RU�
DQRWKHU�ZDV� VHHQ�DW�6FRWQH\�*3��7KH�QH[W� VLJKWLQJ�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO� ��� -XQ�RI�RQH�DW�&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ�IROORZHG�E\�WZR�WKH�QH[W�GD\�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�ZKLFK�ZHUH�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�DW�/\GG�:HVW��VR�
ZHUH�SRVVLEO\�LQ�.HQW�XQWLO�UHFRUGHG�DJDLQ�RQ����-XO�DQG����$XJ��3RVVLEO\�RQH�RI�WKHVH�ZDV�WKHQ�
seen at Arlington Res on the 22nd��7KH�¿UVW�DXWXPQ�VLJKWLQJV�ZHUH�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ����6HS��DW�
%HZO�:DWHU�RQ�WKH���th�DQG�WKHQ�YDULRXVO\�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�XQWLO����'HF�EXW�ZLWK�RFFDVLRQDO�VLJKWLQJV�
during this period at Cuckmere Haven.

7KH�¿UVW�VXPPHU�UHFRUG�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[�ZDV�RI�RQH�DW�)LVKERXUQH�&KDQQHO��&KLFKHVWHU�+EU��
RQ����$XJ�ZLWK�D�ÀRFN�RI�&DQDGD�*HHVH��LW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�WKHUH�RQ�DQG�RII�XQWLO�WKH���rd when it 
DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�PRYHG�WR�3DJKDP�+EU�IURP����$XJ�WR���6HS��3HUKDSV�WKLV�ELUG�KDG�PRYHG�WR�
3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�E\����6HS�WR�EH�MRLQHG�E\�DQRWKHU��SHUKDSV�WKH�RQH�VHHQ�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ�
���$XJ��DV�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�WKHUH�WKDW�GD\��$OWKRXJK�WZR�ZHUH�DJDLQ�UHFRUGHG�RQ����2FW��DOO�RWKHU�
VLJKWLQJV�WR����'HF�ZHUH�RI�RQH�ELUG�ZKLFK�ZDV�SUREDEO\�WKH�RQH�VHHQ�DW�0HGPHUU\�RQ�WKH���th, 
WKH�¿QDO�GDWH�

It seems that there were up to four birds, two in each half of the county, during the year, all of 
them being fairly mobile.

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens

Breeds in arctic North America, winters in southern USA and Mexico. Presumed vagrants 

may occur in the UK in winter, usually in association with other arctic breeding geese, 

but are greatly outnumbered by escapes and feral birds. There have been no accepted 

records of wild birds in Sussex.

)LYH�EOXH�SKDVH�ELUGV�ZHUH�DW�-XU\¶V�*DS�RQ����)HE��2Q���0DU�D�ÀRFN�RI�����LQFOXGLQJ�WKUHH�
EOXH�SKDVH�ELUGV��ZDV�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�DQG� WKHQ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ� WKH��th but only seven were at 
WKH� IRUPHU� VLWH� RQ� WKH���th��7KLV� LV� WKH� ODUJHVW� QXPEHU�RI� WKLV� VSHFLHV� UHFRUGHG� LQ� WKH� FRXQW\��
SUHVXPDEO\� WKH�VDPH�ÀRFN�ZDV�VHHQ�FLUFOLQJ� WKH�,WFKHQ�9DOOH\� LQ�+DPSVKLUH�RQ���0DU�DQG� LV�
FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�D�IHUDO�ÀRFN�IURP�%OHQKHLP��2[IRUGVKLUH�

6L[�ZHUH�VHHQ�À\LQJ�HDVW�DERYH�6HDIRUG�+HDG�RQ����0DU��LQ�¿HOGV�EHWZHHQ�WKHUH�DQG�&XFNPHUH�
+DYHQ�RQ�WKH���th��DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�WKH�QH[W�GD\�DQG�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ�WKH���th��7KH�¿QDO�UHFRUG�
ZDV�RI�WKUHH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���0D\�

Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis 

Breeds Siberia; winters Romania and northern Bulgaria. Wild birds do occur rarely in 

Britain but it is also kept in many of the larger wildfowl collections.

7KH�UHFRUG�RI�RQH�ZKLFK�OLQJHUHG�LQ�WKH�$GXU�9DOOH\�IURP����'HF�LQWR�������$5.�et al.) was 
DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�%%5&�EXW�SODFHG�LQ�&DWHJRU\�(�DV�LW�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�OLNHO\�HVFDSH��>'++@�
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Black Swan Cygnus atratus

Common resident throughout much of Australia and New Zealand (where it was 

introduced). Commonly kept in wildfowl collections and on ornamental lakes. Full 

ZLQJHG�ELUGV�DUH�OLDEOH�WR�ZDQGHU��+DV�EUHG�

7KH�ORQJ�VWD\LQJ�ELUG�DW�%HQERZ�3RQG�ZDV�VHHQ�RQ����-DQ����6HS�DQG����1RY���$QRWKHU�ZDV�DW�
5\H�+EU�RQ���DQG����1RY�DQG�DW�6FRWQH\�*3�RQ�WKH���th��2QH�ZDV�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�&DQDO�RQ����'HF�

South African Shelduck Tadorna cana

Breeds in southern Africa, mainly in Namibia and South Africa. In the southern winter, 

many birds move northeast from the breeding range to favoured moulting grounds 

where sizeable concentrations occur.

$�IHPDOH�ELUG�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����-DQ�ZDV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�D�PDOH�ELUG�RQ���)HE��ERWK�
being unringed, and were recorded there again on the 22nd. A pair, presumably the same, was then 
QRWHG�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�WKH���th and 23 Apr. A pair, presumably the same, was then seen 
EDFN�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�RQ����$XJ��+RZHYHU��DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ���6HS�WKUHH�DGXOW�PDOHV�
ZHUH�VHHQ��2QO\�RQH�ELUG��XQVH[HG��ZDV�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ����6HS�EXW�WZR�ZHUH�DW�3XOERURXJK�
%URRNV�RQ����2FW��)LQDOO\�� D�SDLU�ZDV�DW�$UXQGHO�::7�DJDLQ�RQ����1RY�ZKHUH� WKH\�DUH�QRW�
NQRZQ�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZLOGIRZO�FROOHFWLRQ�EXW�DSSDUHQWO\�RIWHQ�À\�LQ�WR�WKH�VLWH�DQG�MRLQ�FDSWLYH�
and pinioned South African Shelduck there.

Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides

Breeds in fairly open country in southern Australia and Tasmania. In winter, many birds 

move further north than the breeding range.

7ZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ����-DQ�

Paradise Shelduck Tadorna variegate

Very common resident in New Zealand.

$�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ����-DQ�DQG�DQ�DGXOW�PDOH�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ�
���)HE�ZKHUH�WZR�ZHUH�VHHQ�RQ����0D\��7KUHH�ZHUH�QRWHG�LQ�3HWZRUWK�3DUN�RQ����$XJ�EXW�RQO\�
WZR�WKHUH�RQ����6HS�

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata

Locally common resident in forest lakes of Central and South America. Widespread in 

its domesticated form.

6HYHQ�ZHUH�DW�6ZDQERXUQH�/DNH��$UXQGHO��RQ����-DQ�����RQ�WKH���rd�����RQ���)HE�EXW����RQ����
0DU��(OVHZKHUH��RQH�ZDV�DW�+DPSGHQ�3DUN�/DNH��(DVWERXUQH��RQ����-DQ��DQRWKHU�DW�:LGHZDWHU�
�/DQFLQJ��RQ���� -DQ� DQG� VLQJOH�ELUGV�ZHUH� DW�&URVVSRVW� �%ROQH\��RQ����0D\�DQG�)LVKERXUQH�
�&KLFKHVWHU��RQ����1RY�
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Wood Duck Aix sponsa

Breeds northern USA, winters southern USA. Commonly kept in wildfowl collections.  

Not recorded in the UK as a vagrant although some individuals might conceivably be 

of wild origin.

$�VLQJOH�ELUG�ZDV�DW�3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�RQ����$SU�DQG�DGXOW�IHPDOHV�ZHUH�DW�3XQQHWW¶V�7RZQ�
�+HDWK¿HOG��RQ����$SU�DQG�&URZKXUVW�RQ����0D\��$Q�DGXOW�IHPDOH�ZLWK�HLJKW�GXFNOLQJV�ZDV�DW�
7LOJDWH�3DUN��&UDZOH\��RQ���-XQ�

Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix

Common resident in southern South America. Commonly kept in wildfowl collections.

$Q�DGXOW�PDOH�ZDV�ZLWK�(XUDVLDQ�:LJHRQ�LQ�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ����-DQ�����)HE�DQG���0DU�

Harris’s Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus

Widespread throughout much of North America and the Caribbean; some move south to 

winter as far as Central America. Commonly kept in captivity.

2QH�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�RQ����DQG����0DU�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�DSSDUHQW�MHVVHV��$QRWKHU�ZDV�
DW�&KXUFK�1RUWRQ�RQ����0DU�DQG�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�*3�DJDLQ�RQ����$SU�����0D\�����2FW�DQG����1RY�

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis

Breeds commonly throughout much of North America and the Caribbean; some move 

south to winter in Central America.

2QH�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�&RFNLQJ�%HSWRQ�DUHD�RQ����)HE�����$SU�DQG���-XQ�

Saker Falcon Falco cherrug

Breeds from eastern Europe eastwards across Asia to Manchuria. It is mainly migratory 

except in the southernmost parts of its range, wintering in Ethiopia, the Arabian 

peninsula, northern Pakistan and western China.

2QH�ZDV�DW�6WH\QLQJ�RQ����0DU�DQG�WZR��ZLWKRXW�MHVVHV��ZHUH�FKDVLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�DW�7KH�%XUJK�
�%XUSKDP��RQ����-XO�

Java Sparrow Lonchura oryzivora

Resident in Java and Bali but now uncommon in its native range. A popular cagebird, 

has been introduced in many other countries. Frequents open grassland and cultivation, 

was formerly a pest in rice ¿HOGV��(YDOXDWHG�DV�YXOQHUDEOH�E\�WKH�,8&1�

2QH�ZDV�DW�3DJKDP�+EU�RQ���6HS�



Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) results for Sussex 2008-2012
)RU�HDFK�VSHFLHV�UHFRUGHG��WKH�QXPEHU��Q��RI�%%6�VTXDUHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKDW�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�

LQ�6XVVH[��DQG�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�����RI�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�%%6�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�LQ�ZKLFK�WKDW�
VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG��IRU�WKH�SHULRG������������6SHFLHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�RQO\�EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�VLQJOH�
VTXDUHV�KDYH�EHHQ�RPLWWHG�IURP�WKH�OLVW��EXW�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHUV�RI�VSHFLHV�UHFRUGHG�

zĞĂƌ�;ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŶŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞƐ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚͿ
ϮϬϬϴ�;ϭϯϱͿ ϮϬϬϵ�;ϭϯϰͿ ϮϬϭϬ�;ϭϯϴͿ ϮϬϭϭ�;ϭϰϱͿ ϮϬϭϮ�;ϭϰϵͿ
n % n % n % n % n %

DƵƚĞ�̂ ǁĂŶ 19 14 18 13 16 12 18 12 17 11
'ƌĞǇůĂŐ�'ŽŽƐĞ 8 6 14 10 11 8 16 11 15 10
'ƌĞǇůĂŐ�'ŽŽƐĞ�;ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐͿ 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1
�ĂŶĂĚĂ�'ŽŽƐĞ 27 20 38 28 28 20 41 28 40 27
�ŐǇƉƟĂŶ�'ŽŽƐĞ 2 1 2 1 2 1
^ŚĞůĚƵĐŬ 7 5 6 4 7 5 4 3 7 5
DĂŶĚĂƌŝŶ��ƵĐŬ 6 4 6 4 5 4 7 5 5 3
'ĂĚǁĂůů 2 1 2 1 3 2 1 1
DĂůůĂƌĚ 72 53 74 55 80 58 81 56 88 59
DĂůůĂƌĚ�;ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐͿ 3 2 1 1 2 1 1 1
dƵŌĞĚ��ƵĐŬ 7 5 7 5 6 4 8 6 9 6
ZĞĚͲůĞŐŐĞĚ�WĂƌƚƌŝĚŐĞ 17 13 19 14 23 17 17 12 16 11
'ƌĞǇ�WĂƌƚƌŝĚŐĞ 3 2 2 1 2 1 7 5 3 2
WŚĞĂƐĂŶƚ 111 82 104 78 110 80 121 83 118 79
�ŽƌŵŽƌĂŶƚ 12 9 15 11 14 10 12 8 18 12
>ŝƩůĞ��ŐƌĞƚ 7 5 6 4 7 5 7 5 5 3
'ƌĞǇ�,ĞƌŽŶ 37 27 39 29 36 26 30 21 37 25
>ŝƩůĞ�'ƌĞďĞ 4 3 2 1 4 3 2 1 3 2
'ƌĞĂƚ��ƌĞƐƚĞĚ�'ƌĞďĞ 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 2 3 2
ZĞĚ�<ŝƚĞ 2 1 1 1 1 1 4 3 1 1
DĂƌƐŚ�,ĂƌƌŝĞƌ 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
^ƉĂƌƌŽǁŚĂǁŬ 28 21 12 9 13 9 16 11 13 9
�ƵǌǌĂƌĚ 37 27 39 29 47 34 60 41 74 50
<ĞƐƚƌĞů 48 36 33 25 36 26 42 29 41 28
,ŽďďǇ 4 3 1 1 3 2 2 1 3 2
WĞƌĞŐƌŝŶĞ 2 1 2 1 3 2 1 1
DŽŽƌŚĞŶ 57 42 57 43 52 38 56 39 47 32
�ŽŽƚ 17 13 15 11 18 13 16 11 22 15
KǇƐƚĞƌĐĂƚĐŚĞƌ 3 2 6 4 2 1 2 1 3 2
>ĂƉǁŝŶŐ 14 10 14 10 18 13 15 10 14 9
tŚŝŵďƌĞů 2 1 1 1 1 1
�ƵƌůĞǁ 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 4 3
ZĞĚƐŚĂŶŬ 2 1 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
�ůĂĐŬͲŚĞĂĚĞĚ�'Ƶůů 17 13 22 16 16 12 19 13 20 13
DĞĚŝƚĞƌƌĂŶĞĂŶ�'Ƶůů 7 5 2 1 2 1 5 3 6 4
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�'Ƶůů 1 1 1 1 6 4 2 1 6 4

 210   211



zĞĂƌ�;ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŶŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞƐ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚͿ
ϮϬϬϴ�;ϭϯϱͿ ϮϬϬϵ�;ϭϯϰͿ ϮϬϭϬ�;ϭϯϴͿ ϮϬϭϭ�;ϭϰϱͿ ϮϬϭϮ�;ϭϰϵͿ
n % n % n % n % n %

>ĞƐƐĞƌ��ůĂĐŬͲďĂĐŬĞĚ�'Ƶůů 15 11 13 10 14 10 12 8 12 8
,ĞƌƌŝŶŐ�'Ƶůů 65 48 63 47 69 50 76 52 85 57
'ƌĞĂƚ��ůĂĐŬͲďĂĐŬĞĚ�'Ƶůů 2 1 6 4 6 4 5 3 3 2
^ĂŶĚǁŝĐŚ�dĞƌŶ 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 2 2 1
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�dĞƌŶ 3 2 3 2 6 4 4 3 2 1
&ĞƌĂů�WŝŐĞŽŶ 29 21 33 25 42 30 34 23 39 26
^ƚŽĐŬ��ŽǀĞ 34 25 35 26 40 29 55 38 49 33
tŽŽĚƉŝŐĞŽŶ 135 100 134 100 137 99 144 99 148 99
�ŽůůĂƌĞĚ��ŽǀĞ 87 64 88 66 87 63 88 61 89 60
dƵƌƚůĞ��ŽǀĞ 6 4 10 7 5 4 7 5 7 5
�ƵĐŬŽŽ 41 30 47 35 45 33 55 38 39 26
�ĂƌŶ�Kǁů 3 2 7 5 5 4 1 1 3 2
>ŝƩůĞ�Kǁů 5 4 3 2 6 4 4 3 4 3
dĂǁŶǇ�Kǁů 5 4 3 2 9 7 5 3 10 7
^ǁŝŌ 35 26 47 35 41 30 42 29 42 28
<ŝŶŐĮƐŚĞƌ 2 1 1 1 1 1
'ƌĞĞŶ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 101 75 85 63 90 65 97 67 102 68
'ƌĞĂƚ�̂ ƉŽƩĞĚ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 94 70 81 60 92 67 93 64 100 67
>ĞƐƐĞƌ�̂ ƉŽƩĞĚ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 2 1 1 1
DĂŐƉŝĞ 126 93 125 93 122 88 130 90 129 87
:ĂǇ 71 53 55 41 66 48 68 47 67 45
:ĂĐŬĚĂǁ 103 76 106 79 109 79 121 83 120 81
ZŽŽŬ 72 53 67 50 76 55 80 55 85 57
�ĂƌƌŝŽŶ��ƌŽǁ 131 97 130 97 134 97 139 96 143 96
ZĂǀĞŶ 2 1 1 1 4 3 4 3
'ŽůĚĐƌĞƐƚ 54 40 35 26 45 33 57 39 63 42
&ŝƌĞĐƌĞƐƚ 2 1 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 1
�ůƵĞ�dŝƚ 131 97 129 96 132 96 142 98 145 97
'ƌĞĂƚ�dŝƚ 129 96 124 93 128 93 139 96 137 92
�ŽĂů�dŝƚ 40 30 47 35 37 27 43 30 44 30
DĂƌƐŚ�dŝƚ 14 10 14 10 9 7 19 13 14 9
tŽŽĚůĂƌŬ 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1
^ŬǇůĂƌŬ 69 51 68 51 73 53 74 51 78 52
^ǁĂůůŽǁ 92 68 85 63 89 64 107 74 100 67
,ŽƵƐĞ�DĂƌƟŶ 27 20 32 24 32 23 36 25 29 19
�ĞƫƐ͛�tĂƌďůĞƌ 3 2 4 3 5 4 6 4 5 3
>ŽŶŐͲƚĂŝůĞĚ�dŝƚ 64 47 77 57 71 51 61 42 65 44
�ŚŝīĐŚĂī 115 85 113 84 122 88 123 85 123 83
tŝůůŽǁ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 26 19 29 22 25 18 33 23 31 21
�ůĂĐŬĐĂƉ 92 68 108 81 110 80 123 85 127 85
'ĂƌĚĞŶ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 25 19 28 21 29 21 33 23 36 24
>ĞƐƐĞƌ�tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚ 18 13 15 11 18 13 18 12 9 6
tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚ 76 56 77 57 83 60 101 70 83 56
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zĞĂƌ�;ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŶŽ �͘ŽĨ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞƐ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚͿ
ϮϬϬϴ�;ϭϯϱͿ ϮϬϬϵ�;ϭϯϰͿ ϮϬϭϬ�;ϭϯϴͿ ϮϬϭϭ�;ϭϰϱͿ ϮϬϭϮ�;ϭϰϵͿ
n % n % n % n % n %

^ĞĚŐĞ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 11 8 9 7 7 5 9 6 5 3
ZĞĞĚ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 11 8 10 7 12 9 14 10 13 9
EƵƚŚĂƚĐŚ 44 33 56 42 64 46 67 46 73 49
dƌĞĞĐƌĞĞƉĞƌ 24 18 24 18 29 21 35 24 42 28
tƌĞŶ 124 92 125 93 131 95 138 95 142 95
^ƚĂƌůŝŶŐ 99 73 94 70 91 66 93 64 105 70
�ůĂĐŬďŝƌĚ 133 99 133 99 138 100 144 99 147 99
^ŽŶŐ�dŚƌƵƐŚ 119 88 118 88 122 88 122 84 129 87
DŝƐƚůĞ�dŚƌƵƐŚ 46 34 42 31 45 33 44 30 39 26
^ƉŽƩĞĚ�&ůǇĐĂƚĐŚĞƌ 2 1 5 4 4 3 7 5 2 1
ZŽďŝŶ 129 96 131 98 134 97 142 98 146 98
EŝŐŚƟŶŐĂůĞ 9 7 5 4 11 8 12 8 16 11
^ƚŽŶĞĐŚĂƚ 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 3 2
tŚĞĂƚĞĂƌ 5 4 5 4 3 2 2 1 6 4
�ƵŶŶŽĐŬ 114 84 108 81 113 82 110 76 117 79
,ŽƵƐĞ�̂ ƉĂƌƌŽǁ 98 73 102 76 101 73 107 74 106 71
zĞůůŽǁ�tĂŐƚĂŝů 1 1 1 1 2 1
'ƌĞǇ�tĂŐƚĂŝů 7 5 4 3 7 5 4 3 3 2
WŝĞĚͬtŚŝƚĞ�tĂŐƚĂŝů 56 41 66 49 53 38 55 38 55 37
dƌĞĞ�WŝƉŝƚ 5 4 1 1 2 1 4 3 1 1
DĞĂĚŽǁ�WŝƉŝƚ 10 7 13 10 10 7 11 8 16 11
�ŚĂĸŶĐŚ 131 97 129 96 135 98 142 98 146 98
'ƌĞĞŶĮŶĐŚ 101 75 104 78 110 80 111 77 107 72
'ŽůĚĮŶĐŚ 80 59 79 59 99 72 103 71 107 72
ŝ̂ƐŬŝŶ 1 1 4 3 3 2 3 2 3 2
>ŝŶŶĞƚ 44 33 49 37 45 33 46 32 49 33
>ĞƐƐĞƌ�ZĞĚƉŽůů 1 1 4 3 1 1 3 2 1 1
�ŽŵŵŽŶ��ƌŽƐƐďŝůů 2 1 2 1 2 1 4 3
�ƵůůĮŶĐŚ 33 24 32 24 25 18 38 26 43 29
zĞůůŽǁŚĂŵŵĞƌ 52 39 58 43 65 47 61 42 61 41
ZĞĞĚ��ƵŶƟŶŐ 12 9 13 10 10 7 15 10 16 11
�ŽƌŶ��ƵŶƟŶŐ 4 3 6 4 6 4 7 5 7 5
EƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ 127 115 119 128 123
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES OF SUMMER VISITORS, 2012

&ŝƌƐƚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ�ĚĂƚĞ >ĂƐƚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ�ĚĂƚĞ

2012 ϭϵϲϬ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϭ
ϭϬͲǇƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ

;ц�̂ ��ŝŶ�ĚĂǇƐͿ
2012 ϭϵϲϬ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϭ

ϭϬͲǇƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ

;ц�̂ ��ŝŶ�ĚĂǇƐͿ

'ĂƌŐĂŶĞǇ 10 Mar 2 Feb 4 Mar (± 14) 12 Oct 13 Dec 30 Sep (± 21)
YƵĂŝů 12 May 6 Feb 13 May (± 11) 15 Sep 15 Nov2 4 Sep (± 26)
KƐƉƌĞǇ 4 Apr 4 Mar 20 Mar (± 9) 25 Oct 9 Dec 24 Oct (± 12)
,ŽďďǇ 7 Apr 21 Mar 5 Apr (± 7) 27 Oct 9 Nov 22 Oct (± 15)
>ŝƩůĞ�ZŝŶŐĞĚ�WůŽǀĞƌ 22 Mar 6 Mar 16 Mar (±6) 27 Sep 8 Oct 24 Sep (± 11)
tŽŽĚ�̂ ĂŶĚƉŝƉĞƌ 23 May 11 Feb 1 May (± 23) 29 Sep 16 Nov 23 Sep (± 15)
WŽŵĂƌŝŶĞ�̂ ŬƵĂ 23 Apr 10 Mar 23 Apr (±17) 1 Oct 31 Dec 9 Sep (± 70)
>ŝƩůĞ�dĞƌŶ 10 Apr 1 Apr 8 Apr (± 5) 5 Oct 4 Nov 27 Sep (± 14)
�ůĂĐŬ�dĞƌŶ 23 Apr 2 Apr 17 Apr (± 6) 2 Oct 16 Nov3 8 Oct (± 16)
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�dĞƌŶ 29 Mar 14 Mar 25 Mar (± 7) 3 Oct 26 Nov 27 Oct (± 12)
ZŽƐĞĂƚĞ�dĞƌŶ 27 May 17 Apr 4 May (± 16) 12 Jun 5 Oct 2 Aug (± 32)
�ƌĐƟĐ�dĞƌŶ 9 Apr 2 Apr 11 Apr (± 5) 1 Oct 31 Dec 26 Oct (± 14)
�ŽŵŵŽŶͬ�ƌĐƟĐ�dĞƌŶ 25 Mar 10 Mar 5 Apr (± 8) 8 Oct 31 Dec 25 Oct (± 15)
dƵƌƚůĞ��ŽǀĞ 21 Mar 5 Feb 9 Apr (± 13) 26 Sep 18 Dec 26 Sep (± 10)
�ƵĐŬŽŽ 24 Mar 21 Mar4 2 Apr (±3) 11 Sep 23 Oct5 18 Sep (± 14)
EŝŐŚƚũĂƌ 4 May 8 Apr 1 May (± 10) 13 Sep 5 Nov 15 Sep (± 10)
^ǁŝŌ 14 Apr 7 Apr 13 Apr (± 4) 19-Sep 24 Nov 13 Oct (± 22)
tƌǇŶĞĐŬ 9 Apr 9 Mar 18 Apr (± 15) 6 Oct 2 Nov6 2 Oct (± 9)
^ĂŶĚ�DĂƌƟŶ 16 Mar 27 Feb 10 Mar (± 8) 11 Nov 1 Dec7 20 Oct (± 16)
^ǁĂůůŽǁ 1 Mar 4 Feb 9 Mar (± 12) 18 Nov 28 Dec 24 Nov (± 10)
,ŽƵƐĞ�DĂƌƟŶ 17 Mar 1 Feb 14 Mar (± 13) 13 Nov 18 Dec8 11 Nov (± 10)
tŽŽĚ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 27 Apr 7 Apr 17 Apr (± 6) 11 Sep 7 Oct 15 Sep (± 15)
tŝůůŽǁ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 21 Mar 4 Mar 18 Mar (± 6) 22 Oct 27 Nov9 30 Oct (± 11)
'ĂƌĚĞŶ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 29 Mar 28 Mar 3 Apr (± 4) 12 Oct 16 Nov 12 Oct (± 9)
>ĞƐƐĞƌ�tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚ 6 Apr 4 Apr 10 Apr (± 5) 30 Sep 18 Nov10 11 Oct (± 11)
tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚ 1 Apr 19 Mar 31 Mar (± 5) 11 Oct 17 Dec 27 Oct (± 17)
'ƌĂƐƐŚŽƉƉĞƌ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 7 Apr 2 Apr 8 Apr (± 6) 6 Oct 1 Nov 16 Oct (± 6)
^ĞĚŐĞ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 27 Mar 23 Mar 28 Mar (± 4) 14 Oct 29 Oct 13 Oct (± 13)
ZĞĞĚ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 7 Apr 2 Apr 6 Apr (± 4) 9 Nov 1 Dec 4 Nov (± 15)
ZŝŶŐ�KƵǌĞů 25 Mar 9 Feb11 29 Mar (± 8) 14 Nov 26 Dec 13 Nov (± 6)
^ƉŽƩĞĚ�&ůǇĐĂƚĐŚĞƌ 30 Apr 8 Apr 27 Apr (± 6) 14 Oct 18 Nov 14 Oct (± 9)
EŝŐŚƟŶŐĂůĞ 6 Apr 21 Mar 4 Apr (± 6) 6 Sep 1 Oct12 16 Sep (± 11)
ZĞĚƐƚĂƌƚ 30 Mar 5 Mar 26 Mar (± 10) 26 Dec1 11 Dec 25 Oct (± 10)
tŚŝŶĐŚĂƚ 12 Mar 18 Feb 5 Apr (± 16) 27 Oct 2 Dec 29 Oct (± 8)
tŚĞĂƚĞĂƌ 14 Mar 13 Feb 4 Mar (± 9) 3 Nov 31 Dec 11 Nov (± 9)
WŝĞĚ�&ůǇĐĂƚĐŚĞƌ 18 Apr 1 Apr 11 Apr (± 5) 27 Sep 1 Nov 1 Oct (± 8)
zĞůůŽǁ�tĂŐƚĂŝů 11 Mar 12 Feb 26 Mar (± 7) 20 Oct 23 Nov13 24 Oct (± 8)
dƌĞĞ�WŝƉŝƚ 29 Mar 17 Mar 29 Mar (± 4) 10 Oct 9 Nov 15 Oct (± 10)

Notes: �FRXQW\�UHFRUG�GDWH��2H[FOXGHV�KLVWRULF�'HFHPEHU�UHFRUGV��3H[FOXGHV�RQH�LQ�&XFNPHUH�9DOOH\�������
1RY��������H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�)DLUOLJKW�&RYH�RQ����0DU��������H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�*RRGZRRG�RQ����1RY�������
�H[FOXGHV�RQH� DW� WKH�&UXPEOHV�RQ���1RY������� �H[FOXGHV� UHFRUG� IURP�XQNQRZQ� ORFDWLRQ�RQ���'HF�������
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�H[FOXGHV� WKUHH�DW�)LVKERXUQH�RQ����'HF������� �H[FOXGHV� WZR�KLVWRULF� UHFRUGV�RQ����'HF������DQG�������
��H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�%XUJHVV�+LOO�RQ����1RY������DQG�NQRZQ�ZLQWHULQJ�ELUGV����H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�0DQQLQJV�+HDWK�
RQ���)HE���������H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�1RUWK�%HUVWHG�RQ����2FW���������H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�6LGOHVKDP�EHWZHHQ����'HF�
�����DQG����-DQ������

DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL DATES OF WINTER VISITORS, 2012

>ĂƐƚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ�ĚĂƚĞ &ŝƌƐƚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ�ĚĂƚĞ

2012 ϭϵϲϬ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϭ
ϭϬͲǇƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ

;ц�̂ ��ŝŶ�ĚĂǇƐͿ
2012 ϭϵϲϬ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϭ

ϭϬͲǇƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ

;ц�̂ ��ŝŶ�ĚĂǇƐͿ

�ĞǁŝĐŬ Ɛ͛�̂ ǁĂŶ 26 Feb 26 Apr 6 Mar (± 10) 14 Nov 6 Oct 13 Nov (± 18)
tŚŝƚĞͲĨƌŽŶƚĞĚ�'ŽŽƐĞ 14 Mar 25 May 22 Mar (± 30) 16 Sep 12 Sep 22 Oct (± 24)
>ŽŶŐͲƚĂŝůĞĚ��ƵĐŬ 12 Jan1 14 Jun 13 May (± 23) 3 Nov 12 Aug 1 Nov (± 15)
sĞůǀĞƚ�̂ ĐŽƚĞƌ 19 May 15 Jun 17 May (± 15) 28 Oct 2 Aug 19 Oct (± 18)
'ŽůĚĞŶĞǇĞ 11 May 31 May 16 Apr (± 17) 27 Oct 6 Aug 7 Oct (± 27)
^ŵĞǁ 3 Mar 24 Apr 7 Mar (± 13) 11 Dec 22 Oct 26 Nov (± 17)
'ŽŽƐĂŶĚĞƌ 14 Jun1 22 May 8 Apr (± 23) 18 Nov 12 Sep 29 Oct (± 18)
�ůĂĐŬͲƚŚƌŽĂƚĞĚ��ŝǀĞƌ 26 May 21 Jun 22 May (± 8) 3 Oct 3 Aug 13 Oct (± 25)
'ƌĞĂƚ�EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ��ŝǀĞƌ 5 Jun 21 Jun 27 May (± 10) 6 Nov 16 Sep 20 Oct (± 17)
ZĞĚͲŶĞĐŬĞĚ�'ƌĞďĞ 7 Apr 19 Jun 16 Apr (± 21) 18 Nov 13 Aug2 21 Sep (± 22)
,ĞŶ�,ĂƌƌŝĞƌ 28 May 19 Jun 13 May (± 17) 11 Aug 4 Aug 30 Aug (± 16)
WƵƌƉůĞ�̂ ĂŶĚƉŝƉĞƌ 23 Mar1 4 Jun 8 May (± 10) 16 Oct 1 Jul 8 Aug (± 27)
:ĂĐŬ�̂ ŶŝƉĞ 18 Apr 19 May 17 Apr (± 13) 9 Oct 24 Aug 21 Sep (± 17)
'ƌĞĂƚ�'ƌĞǇ�̂ ŚƌŝŬĞ 24 Mar 5 May4 1 Apr (± 18) 29 Sep 26 Sep3 14 Oct (± 7)
&ŝĞůĚĨĂƌĞ 26 Apr 5 Jun 26 Apr (± 11) 3 Oct 6 Aug 29 Sep (± 11)
ZĞĚǁŝŶŐ 7 Apr 26 May5 16 Apr (± 9) 28 Sep 6 Aug 21 Sep (± 17)
tĂƚĞƌ�WŝƉŝƚ 11 Apr 28 May 21 Mar (± 20) 23 Oct 1 Sep 29 Oct (± 9)
�ƌĂŵďůŝŶŐ 20 Mar 12 May 23 Apr (± 7) 30 Sep 3 Sep 27 Sep (± 9)
^ŶŽǁ��ƵŶƟŶŐ 3 Mar 6 May 3 Feb (± 34) 28 Oct 17 Sep 24 Oct (± 11)

Notes: �HDUOLHVW�FRXQW\�UHFRUG��2H[FOXGHV�RQH�RII�%ULJKWRQ�RQ���$XJ�������3H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�7KH�&UXPEOHV�RQ�
��6HS��������H[FOXGHV�RQH�DW�5\H�+EU�RQ����0D\��������H[FOXGHV�WZR�XQGDWHG�KLVWRULF�UHFRUGV�RI�ELUGV�IRXQG�
GHDG�LQ�-XQH�

Arrival and Departure Dates
7KH� WDEOHV� LQFOXGH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP������ZLWK�HDUOLHU�QRWDEOH�UHFRUGV� LQ�QRWHV��7R�PDNH�D�

FOHDU�FXW�RII�EHWZHHQ�DUULYDO�DQG�GHSDUWXUH�GDWHV�DOO�-DQXDU\�UHFRUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�RPLWWHG�IURP�WKH�
WDEOH�RI�VXPPHU�YLVLWRUV�DQG�IURP�WKH�FDOFXODWLRQ�RI�PHDQ�GDWHV�DQG�DOO�-XO\�GDWHV�IURP�WKH�WDEOH�
RI�ZLQWHU�YLVLWRUV�ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�3XUSOH�6DQGSLSHUV��ZKLFK�UHJXODUO\�UHWXUQ�WR�WKHLU�ZLQWHU�
JURXQGV�LQ�-XO\��$Q\�-DQXDU\�DQG�-XO\�GDWHV�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW�\HDU�DUH�WR�EH�IRXQG�DV�IRRWQRWHV��7KH�
ODUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�WHUQV�VHHQ�DW�VHDZDWFKHV�WR�ZKLFK�D�VSHFL¿F�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�FRXOG�QRW�EH�DVFULEHG�
have been included as Common/Arctic Tern. The early dates are most likely to refer to Common 
Tern and the later ones could be either Common or Arctic. 

7KH�WHQ�\HDU�DYHUDJH� LV� LQFOXGHG�WR� LQGLFDWH� LI� WKH�GDWH�TXRWHG� LV�XQXVXDO�DQG� LV�FDOFXODWHG�
IURP� WKH� ��� \HDUV� SULRU� WR� WKH� FXUUHQW� RQH��7KH� VWDQGDUG� GHYLDWLRQ� JLYHV� DQ� LQGLFDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
UHOLDELOLW\� RI� WKH� DYHUDJH� ����� RI� YDOXHV� IDOO�ZLWKLQ� RQH� VWDQGDUG� GHYLDWLRQ��� )RU� H[DPSOH�� D�
VWDQGDUG�GHYLDWLRQ�RI����PHDQV�WKDW�����RI�WKH�GDWHV�IDOO�ZLWKLQ���GD\V�RI�WKDW�DYHUDJH�
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SUMMARY OF HEATHLAND BREEDING BIRD COUNTS

Thames Basin and Wealden Heaths Breeding Bird Survey 2012, West Sussex

AC BD �, CC �> ,� /� >� >^ SC WC WD t,
,ŽďďǇ 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - - -
tŽŽĚĐŽĐŬ 4 - - - - - 2 2 - 2 1 1 -
^ƚŽĐŬ��ŽǀĞ 1 - - - 2 - - 1 - 1 - 1 1
dƵƌƚůĞ��ŽǀĞ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
EŝŐŚƚũĂƌ 21 - - - - - 7 4 - 2 2 1 1
'ƌĞĞŶ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 4 - 1 4 3 2 2 2 1 1 5 8 2
'ƌĞĂƚ�̂ Ɖ �͘tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 4 - - 4 - 2 4 5 3 6 4 8 3
tŽŽĚůĂƌŬ 2 3 2 3 3 1 5 3 1 4 1 6 1
^ŬǇůĂƌŬ - - - - - - - - - - - 1 -
dƌĞĞ�WŝƉŝƚ 3 2 - 1 - - 6 2 2 3 2 2 -
DĞĂĚŽǁ�WŝƉŝƚ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�ZĞĚƐƚĂƌƚ - 2 - 2 - - 1 - 6 - - 2 -
^ƚŽŶĞĐŚĂƚ 5 2 - 1 - - 5 3 1 - 2 3 1
�ĂƌƞŽƌĚ�tĂƌďůĞƌ - - - 1 - - 3 - - - - 3 -
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚ - 1 2 3 - - 2 3 - 2 10 2 2
ŝ̂ƐŬŝŶ - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
>ŝŶŶĞƚ 9 5 - 3 - - 11 5 - 2 6 7 4
>ĞƐƐĞƌ�ZĞĚƉŽůů - - - - - - - - - - - - -
�ŽŵŵŽŶ��ƌŽƐƐďŝůů 1 - - - - - 2 4 1 1 - - -
zĞůůŽǁŚĂŵŵĞƌ 10 - 1 2 2 - 6 9 2 3 7 2 6
ZĞĞĚ��ƵŶƟŶŐ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

)LJXUHV�UHODWH�WR�SDLUV�RU�WHUULWRULHV��7KH�K\SKHQ�����LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�QR�WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG�
Key to sites:
AC: Ambersham and Heyshott Commons
BD: Blackdown (Fernhurst)
BH: Broad Halfpenny
CC: Chapel Common (Liphook)
CL: Coates Common and Lords Piece (Fittleworth)
HC: Hesworth Common
IC: Iping Common
LC: Lavington and Duncton Commons and Lavington Plantation
LS: Linchmere and Stanley Commons
SC: Stedham Common
WC: Woolbeding Common
WD: Weavers Down (Liss)
WH: West Heath Common
The above heathland sites were the only ones surveyed this year.
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CONTRIBUTORS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, 2012
:H�DUH�JUDWHIXO�WR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�REVHUYHUV�IRU�UHFRUGV�IRU�WKH������Sussex Bird Report.

NB: For an explanation of the superscripts, see the footnote below the table.
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G ArmstrongT BDS Sussex Group P Brown FC ClarkT

P ArmstrongT VR BeaneyT R BrownT JM Clark
:��ƌŶŽƩW G Beck SA BrownT P Clark X

W��ƌŶŽƩW J BeirneT JJ BryantBTW J ClarkeBC

C AshT C BentleyW D BuckinghamCT G ClarksonT

D AsherBCT DP Bentley C BuckleBCT BR ClayBCT

P Ashley VP BentleyBCTW J Bujok PJ ClayT

P AshmoreT K Benyon-TinkerW DJ BurgesT FA ClementsT

J Atkinson E BewB M BurgessT G ClementsT

>��ƩĞƌ N BiddulphBT SJ BurgessT J ClementsT

<��ƩƌĞĞ SA Bigg N BurgumT A Clements-PartridgeT

t��ƩƌŝĚŐĞ V BignellT R BurkmarT P Clist
D��ƩǁŽŽĚ SM BignoldST ANM BurnsBT M CoathT

J Austen P BillingsT J ButlerT C CockburnW

P Austen J BillsB RA ButlerBW S CockerW

�W��ƵƐƟŶT JH BingleyT IM CalderwoodT G CoeX

���ƵƐƟŶT M BirdT T CallawayW J CoitW

J AylwardT  BirdguidesT P Callis MA ColeT

S AylwardT :��ŝƌŬĞƩT HJ Capper PR Cole
JWP Bacon J Black WJ Capper S ColemanT

M BaggsH RA BlackBEW S Card LJ Coley
JTA BagleyE J BlundellT G Carrington H CollingsT

GR Bagnell A BlundenT ���ĂƌƌŝŶŐƚŽŶͲ�ŽƩŽŶT CB CollinsW

L BaileyT D BoddingtonBCTW HM CarterBCTW M CollinsBT

S BainesT P Bolam PD CarterT MA Collins
JD BakerT N BondT PM CarterT P CollinsT

R Baker T PF Bonham S Carter R ComerfordT

MS BaldwinT G BoormanB SJC CarterBW M ComleyBCT

CF Ball A BorlaseT R CarverW CR ConroyT

H BallT P BorringtonT A CashfordT S ConwayT

W��ĂůůĂŶƟŶĞT LD BowerT ���ĂƵůŬĞƩ AS Cook
L Balmforth NJG BowieT M CauserW C CookeT
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C CooperT W Drew T FlowerT T GodbyT

D Cooper ���ƌĞǁĞƩT SR FooteT JR GoodspeedT

DR Cooper FJ DummiganT BF Forbes H Gordon
J CooperT G DureyW T ForbesT W GordonTW

JF CooperT B DyeT A Ford N Goulden
S CooperT MR Eade N FordT JS GowersT

C CorriganBT R Eade R ForrestT AS Grace
RW CourseyT R EaglesT TJ ForwardT MR Grace
JR CowserBCHSW AR EalesW TM ForwardX G GrantT

BR CoxS C Eames P FosterjohnT J GrantT

JM CoxT B Easlea K FountainT R GreavesX

R Coyne J EdeW T FowlerTW MA GrechT

S Coyne RDM Edgar CJ Fox D GreenBCTX

HM CrabtreeBCHTW M EdmondsBT TP FoxBCT P GreenX

DE CrawleyT K Edney J FraddT NM GreenawayW

J CrixT K Eels A FrancisT ��'ƌĞĞŶĮĞůĚT

S CroT T EldridgeT TJ FraserCT RR Greenhalf
A CrossT IS EllisT M FreelandX '�'ƌŝĸŶW

CSU Horsham DC M EmbersonBC MG FreemanW �̂'ƌŝĸŶX

D:��ƵīT MJ EmeryW R Freeman �:�'ƌŝĸƚŚƐ
J CursonT :��ƐĐŽƩX CD FrenchT ��'ƌŝĸƚŚƐT

L CursonT C EvansT RI FrenchW H GroverT

SPM CursonX LGR Evans DC FryT DJ GruarT

:��ƵƌƟŶW MJ EvansBCTW K Fuller AJ GuestBCT

RC DalrympleT P Evans NF FullerBCT J GuiverT

J DarbyshireX SJ EvansW TP FullerT ���'ƵƩĞƌŝĚŐĞBCT

J DarleyW GD Evans WW FullerBCTW TJ Guy
C DaveyX GM Evans T KM Galtry PRJ HadlandBCT

S DaviesT W��ǀĞƌĞƩ MA GaltryT JA Hall
W DaviesT :��ǀĞƌŝƩHT D GardinerT MP HallT

A DavisX RJ Fairbank S Gardiner S Halpin
C DavisBCW MW FairleyT A GardnerT CH HamiltonST

M Davis A Falshaw RDJ Gardner J HamiltonS

MH Davis S FareyW :�'ĂƌƌĂƩ P Hamilton
S DawesW M Farmer N Gates F HarmerT

J DayTW C Farmer-WrightX J GeartyT P HarmesX

�&�ĚĞ�WŽƟĞƌTW LF FavretT CM GeorgeBCTW GO HarrisT

CH DeanBCHTW JA Feest A GiacomelliBCT RG HarrisT

H Debansi BJ FellowsBW I Gibb PR HarrisonT

S Delahunt C FerrisT P GibsonT V HarrisonT

M DelaneyT J FieldingX TE Gibson-PooleT D HartE

H Dennis JE FieldsB B Gilbert H HartE

A DenyerT L Filtness S GilbertW R HartT

P Denyer SL FisherT KB Gillam M Hartnell
J Dickens S FlawW BR Gilmore WG HarveyBC

JW Dodd D Fletcher J GlenT Z�,ĂƐƟŶŐƐT

EJ DowdingT MR Fletcher J Glossop R Hatch
L Dray G FlinnT J GloverW JN HawtreeT
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RM HaydonT RJB JacksonT W Kirby MV ManssonX

G Heath S JacobsT M KirkT JH MarchantBCT

GA HeathT L JaggardT A KirkwoodW M MarchantH

J HemingwayT B JamesT AR Kitson C MarrableX

M HendersonBCE BD James AR KnightT N MarrinerT

N Henry P JamesT DC KnightT S MarsdonBT

AP HibberdB CR JanmanBCT J KnightT SK MarshallT

R HillW G JarvisX L KnightB D�DĂƌƟŶBC

S Hill KM JarvisT R Knight :�DĂƌƟŶ�B

T HinceX L JarvisX R Knight CTW H MarysonT

G Hinchon J JefcutT J KnightbridgeT JM MaskellT

R HirstB ��:ĞīĞƌǇT DR KnowlesBCT AD Mason
RS HitchenBC D�:ĞīƌĞĞ R Kroener D Mason
RS HoadBCT d��:ĞīƌŝĞƐ KJ KylloT W MastersT

JA HobsonBT Y JenkinsX DC LangHW PD Matson
TN HodgeT GG JennerW IM LangHW E McGregorW

V HodgeT S JenningsT P Langdown PAF McKenzie LloydT

��,Žī DJ JodeW P LawranceT I McKerchar
AM Holden A JohnsonW A LawsonX M McManusCTW

PK HollandBT CA JohnsonB H LeachT DF McNairBT

D HollowE D JohnsonT HJA LeeBCEW JR McSweeneyT

RG HolmesBT JM Johnson PJ LeesW P MearsT

J HoltW PJ Johnson C Leeves DGJ MeechT

CA HolterT RJ JohnsonHW MP LeGrys P MeinersB

J HolterT S Johnson K LerwillX CW Melgar
C HookerT S Johnson T SM LewesH CA MelhuishBC

CE HopeW A JohnstonBCT d�>ŝŌŽŶBCT D MelvilleT

M Hopkins S Jonas A Lillywhite Z�DĞŶŚĞŶĞƩW

JHM HorneBC C JonesT TJ Lincoln J Mercer
R HortonT GW JonesT E LineX N MerchantT

A House MGM JonesT SH Linington P MeredithX

A HowardW PE JonesBCT I ListerT M MerrimanT

SM HowardT RJ JonesT �Z�>ŝǀĞƩ SJ MessageT

FI Howard-BrownT SEI JonesT AH LloydW G Messingbird
DH Howey M JoulesT C LodgeT G MichelmoreBCT

JR Howey ME Kalaher P LomasT C MilkinsT

PH HughesW B Kay M Love BCT A MillarT

ID HunterCT R KempT AR LowethT AM MillerT

S HunterB DZ�<ĞŶĞĮĐŬ W:�>ƵĸŶŐŚĂŵH GK MitchellT

NP HutchinsonBTW R KilbyT T LuxT O MitchellT

AM HutsonCW AJ KillickT G LyonsX NB Mitchell T

G HuxleyT J KinchingtonT A Macdonald-BrownT G MitchelmoreW

C Hyde Wear DR King B MackintoshT P MoonW

DJ HylandT JE KingT DJ MadginT C Moore
R IredaleT JW King S MairT J Moore
RA Ives MN KingCT /�DĂŶĮĞůĚT NJ MoranT

L JacksonT RJ King L MannT H MorganT

RA JacksonT G Kinnard RC Mann G MorleyW
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R MorrisW RT PepperT N Redman J SearleB

��DŽƌƟŵĞƌT L PercivalCW B ReeveH CM Seaton
BM Mortlock ��WĞƌƌĞƩW R Reeves RC Self
PL MulcahyT A PerryCET R ReganX C SellT

MF MullenB M PerryT WJ Reid J SellwoodT

M Mullins R Perry Z&�ZĞƩŬĞͲ'ƌŽǀĞƌT RJ SeniorW

MJ MullisT ���WĞǀĞƌĞƩT Rye Bay RGT Ds�̂ ĞŶŶŝƩB
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K MurphyBCT MJ PhillipsW JE RichardsonT D�̂ ŚĂŌH

��DƵƩĞƌƐT R PhillipsT L RichardsonBH RJ ShanksBCT

M NetherwoodT SM PhillipsS G RichesT C Sharp
JA NewnhamBCHTW A PiggotW P RidgeonT MD Shaw BCTW

J NewtonX PJ PlantB S RidleyT CR Shawyer
M Newton Z�WůĂƩT C RoachT K SheaT

SJ NewtonBCT D PledgeT GCM RobertsH DR Shepherd
JL NobbsBCET D PlummerX H RobertsW J ShilitoeW

J Nolan A PodmoreW M RobertsT K ShilitoeW

A NorburyT CR PooleBCT S RobinsonW G SiddleW

JR NormanT NJN Pope R RoebuckX IM SimpsonHW

RK NormanT S PosenT BM RogersE KFW SimpsonBC

D Norris ��WŽƩĞƌT DP RogersBCT RN Simpson
��EŽƩĂŐĞT ���WŽƩĞƌ MD RolfeT SP SimpsonBCTW

JA NundyT 'Z�WŽƩƐ� JL RomanT T Simpson
C OFlynnT HDV PrendergastT IH RookeldgeT A Simpson MBEWX

G OsborneBC L Prevost C RoseW A SkerlW

A OwenT R PriceX T RoseT A Skerl T

L Owen R PriceBWX A RossT AJ SkinnerBCW

MP OwenBCT C PrinceHW J RossT B Smith
RC Owen DM PritchardT BN RossiterT DI Smith
D Owers H PudeT H Rouse PA SmithT

�̂WĂŐĞƩW J PullenW P RouseT RJ SmithT

S Pain RN Pulley H Rowe S Smith
S PalmeS RHA PutnamT E RowsellTW M Smith 
��WĂƌĮƩTW ��WƵƩŽĐŬTW SJR Rumsey S Smith 
NM ParishT AR QuintonT MG RussellX AC SmithenBCTW

A Parker B RainbowX S Russell D SnellerCW

J ParkerT H Ram ND RutherfordBCW TG SnowBCT

M ParkerX N Randon CJ RymerT J Sorensen
TW Parmenter D RansomeX D SadlerX F SouthgateX

R ParsonsW NM RatclifeT D Samsudin R SpanoX

RA Pask J RawlesT JF SandersonBC J Sparkes
:�WĂƩĞƌƐŽŶ�X S RayburnT RF SandersonT P SpiersW

A PeacheyT EM Raynor D SaundersT GC Spinks
A PearceW GM Raynor B SavillT T StachnickiT

R PeckT PJ Raynor ���̂ ĐŽƩT M StandenT

A PedlihamT M Read D�̂ ĐŽƩͲŚĂŵBHT E Standing
CJ PennellsCT C ReayCHT H Seabrook I StandivanW

Z&�WĞŶƟĐŽƐƚBCW J Redford T SeabrookBCW J Stanton
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A Stead PM Troake M WarrenS DC WilliamsS

MJ StenningB P Trodd RF WarrenT H Williams
CL StevensT CE TrollopeT D Washington M WilliamsT

L Stevens ��dƌŽƩT M Washington C WilliamsonT

PC StevensW JE TrowellW MWR Washington R WilliamsonW

P StokesBC WH Truckle KW WaterfallT RLC WilliamsonW

PJ StrangemanBT M TurnerBCHW T WatersW J Willsher
R StreetT T TurnerT AB WatsonHT C Wilson
PA SullivanT P Turney D Watson G WilsonT

�̂̂ ƵƩŽŶH S TusaT T WatsonX KD Wilson
L TaylorX tD�dǁŝƚĐŚĞƩT PJ WebsterT TJ WilsonX

M Taylor D TylerT SD WebsterT D WiltshireT

R TaylorX P TylerT DJ WeddBCT I WiltshireB

SR TaylorBW R TyrrellT M WelcomeW JS WinderT

CR Tazzyman ST UnderdownW PJ Wells MR WingroveT

S TealeX J Underwood AJ WendeT LF WinterT

RC TheobaldT G UptonT DR WestBCT ��tŝƩƐT

A ThomasT ED UrquhartW R WestT J WoodX

A ThomasB ��hƫŶŐ D WestlakeT V WoodBC

S Thomas P VarkalaT JD WestonW CW WoodburnW

T ThomasT H VaughanBCT AD Whitcomb I WoodburnW

PS Thompson FB VennBT PJ WhitcombT C WoodwardW

RP ThompsonT C VinceW C WhiteT I Woolsey
J ThravesT S VincentT R WhiteT �̂tŽŽƩŽŶ
JE TilburyB C VineW R White JA WorrallB

PA TinningX GJ VineT :�tŚŝƞŝĞůĚT JM Worthington WildeBCT

PC TinningX B WadgeX AM Whitman CH Wright
F TitchenerW G WaldronT JH Whitman CMV WrightBCT

Z�dŽŌƐ CA WalkerS ,�tŚŝƩĂůůB J WrightW

M TomlinsW D WalkerW <�tŚŝƩůĞƚŽŶT K WrightW

E ToothT L Wallace JA WichallT M WrightT

P TreagustX SF Walsh M WigginsT  WWT 
��dƌĞŵůĞƩ JM WaltersT  Wildcall RecorderX BJ YatesW

S TrenerryT LA WaltherCT D WilkinsonT S YoungerW

C Trew HM WarneT J WilkinsonT

G TrewW N WarneB J Wilks

The superscripts in the above table indicate the particular survey(s) in which contributors 
participated, as follows:

B Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)
&� 6XVVH[�:LQWHU�%LUG�6XUYH\��6:%6�
E Thames Basin and Wealden Heaths Breeding Bird Survey
H Heronries Census
6� 6XVVH[�2UQLWKRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\�VSHFLHV�VXUYH\V
T Contributors via BirdTrack

W Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS)
;� &RQWULEXWRUV�YLD�6XVVH[�%LRGLYHUVLW\�5HFRUGV�&HQWUH
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ASSISTANCE TO RECORDER
The society thanks all who enter their observations through the various BTO online recording 

systems. The recorder and database manager are especially grateful to the following team of 
KHOSHUV�IRU�FRGLQJ�DQG�LQSXWWLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�UHFRUGV�RQWR�WKH�FRPSXWHU��-�$WNLQVRQ��&)�%DOO��0UV�93�
%HQWOH\��&�%XFNOH��7�&DOODZD\��%5�&OD\��&%�&ROOLQV��-5�&RZVHU��'(�&UDZOH\��&+�'HDQ��5'0�
(GJDU��-�(YHULWW��%)�)RUEHV��0*�)UHHPDQ��%5�*LOPRUH��0V�+�*RUGRQ��0UV�3�*UHHQ��*�+HDWK��
-$�+REVRQ��$0�+ROGHQ��&(�+RSH��$�+RXVH��3�+XJKHV��5$�,YHV��3�-RKQVRQ��5�.QLJKW��,0�/DQJ��
S Linington, O Mitchell, Mrs BM Mortlock, A Parker, A Perry, H Prendergast, RN Pulley, GCM 
5REHUWV��0V�+�5RXVH��(�5RZVHOO��5\H�%D\�5LQJLQJ�*URXS��0�6FRWW�+DP��0UV�,0�6LPSVRQ��',�
6PLWK��3�6WHYHQV��'�:DONHU��'U�$%�:DWVRQ��5)�:DWVRQ��3-�:KLWFRPE��-+�:KLWPDQ��7-�:LOVRQ��
,�:RROVH\�DQG�'U�%-�<DWHV�

SURVEYS
Society members again gave a great deal of their time during the year to a wide range of 

national, county and local surveys. Their invaluable support and contributions are acknowledged 
ZLWK�JUDWHIXO�WKDQNV��'HWDLOV�RI�WKH�VXUYH\V�DQG�WKH�6XVVH[�RUJDQLVHUV�IROORZ�

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS): This BTO annual national breeding survey, based on selected 
��NP�VTXDUHV��LV�RUJDQLVHG�LQ�6XVVH[�E\�'U�+HOHQ�&UDEWUHH����0\UWOH�&RWWDJHV��$UGLQJO\�5RDG��
&XFN¿HOG��:HVW�6XVVH[��5+����+'��KFUDEWUHH#JPDLO�FRP���7KDQNV�DUH�GXH�WR�WKH�����REVHUYHUV�
involved who are indicated by B in the above table.

Thames Basin and Wealden Heaths Breeding Bird Survey: This continuing survey of heaths 
DQG�KHDWK�ZRRGODQGV��VHH�WDEOH�RQ�SDJH������LV�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�563%�DQG�
WKH�ELUG�FOXEV�RI�%HUNVKLUH��+DPSVKLUH�DQG�6XUUH\��7KH�6XVVH[�RUJDQLVHU�LV�$ODQ�3HUU\��(GJHKLOO�
%DUQ��%\ZRUWK��QHDU�3HWZRUWK��:HVW�6XVVH[��*8����+5��DODQ#DODQSHUU\�XN�FRP���7KDQNV�DUH�
GXH�WR�WKH����REVHUYHUV�LQYROYHG�ZKR�DUH�LQGLFDWHG�E\�E in the list of contributors.

Heronries Census�� 7KLV� ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ� QDWLRQDO� FHQVXV� ZDV� RUJDQLVHG� LQ� 6XVVH[� GXULQJ�
����� E\�'U�$%�:DWVRQ�� ���%XFNLQJKDP�5RDG�� 6KRUHKDP�E\�6HD��:HVW� 6XVVH[�� %1��� �8'�
�EDUULHZDWVRQ�#WDONWDON�QHW���&RXQWV�RI�NQRZQ�KHURQULHV�DUH�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�V\VWHPDWLF�OLVW��7KDQNV�
DUH�GXH�WR�WKH����FRQWULEXWRUV�ZKR�DUH�LQGLFDWHG�E\�H�LQ�WKH�DERYH�WDEOH��)URP������WKLV�VXUYH\�
will be coordinated by Dr Helen Crabtree (contact details as above).

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS): Monthly counts were carried out for this BTO/WWT/RSPB/
-1&&�VXUYH\�DQG�RUJDQLVHG�E\�5LFKDUG�%RZQ�����/RQJ�%HDFK�9LHZ��(DVWERXUQH��(DVW�6XVVH[��
%1����1%��KU�ERZQ#EWLQWHUQHW�FRP���&RRUGLQDWLQJ�WKH�FRXQWV�LQ�ODUJH�DUHDV�KDV�EHHQ�XQGHUWDNHQ�
E\�ORFDO�UHVHUYH�ZDUGHQV�DV�VKRZQ�EHORZ��7KDQNV�DUH�GXH�WR�WKHVH�DQG�WKH���� counters who are 
indicated by W in the list of contributors.

Sussex Ornithological Society surveys: The completion of the breeding season survey of 
Rooks and a small survey of selected sites for Wood Warblers were organised by Richard Cowser, 
%HDYHU¶V�%URRN��7KH�7KDWFKZD\��$QJPHULQJ��:HVW�6XVVH[��%1����+-��VXUYH\V#VRV�RUJ�XN��DQG�
WKH����SDUWLFLSDQWV�DUH�LQGLFDWHG�E\�S in the list of contributors.

Sussex Winter Bird Survey (SWBS): This county survey based, like the BBS, on selected 
��NP�VTXDUHV��ZDV�RUJDQLVHG�LQ�6XVVH[�IRU������E\�'U�+HOHQ�&UDEWUHH��FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV�DV�DERYH���
7KDQNV�DUH�GXH�WR�WKH����REVHUYHUV�LQYROYHG�ZKR�DUH�LQGLFDWHG�E\�C in the above table.

Nightingale survey: This BTO study aimed to survey each tetrad where Nightingales had 
EHHQ�SUHYLRXVO\�UHFRUGHG��SOXV�VRPH�IXUWKHU�UDQGRPO\�VHOHFWHG�WHWUDGV��$Q\�VLQJLQJ�1LJKWLQJDOHV�
IRXQG� GXULQJ� WZR� YLVLWV� GXULQJ� WKH� HDUO\� VSULQJ� ZHUH� SORWWHG� RQWR� SUH�SULQWHG� VXUYH\� IRUPV��
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1RFWXUQDO�YLVLWV�ZHUH�DOVR�UHTXHVWHG�LQ�RFFXSLHG�WHWUDGV��7KLV�SDSHU�EDVHG�VXUYH\�ZDV�RUJDQLVHG�
by 'U�+HOHQ�&UDEWUHH��FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV�DV�DERYH��LQ�6XVVH[��7KH�VXUYH\�ZDV�H[WHQGHG�LQWR������
and participants will be acknowledged when the survey has been completed.

Winter thrushes survey: 7KLV�QDWLRQDO�RQOLQH�RQO\�VXUYH\�RSHUDWLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�%72�ZHEVLWH�
FRPPHQFHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������DQG�KDV�EHHQ�H[WHQGHG�WR�FRYHU�WKH���������ZLQWHU��2EVHUYHUV�
ZHUH�LQYLWHG�WR�VHW�XS�URXWHV��EDVHG�ORRVHO\�RQ���NP�VTXDUHV��IRU�UHSHDWHG�ZLQWHU�ZDONV�DQG�WR�
record locations of all thrushes observed, including details about habitat and feeding activity. The 
survey was coordinated by Dr Helen Crabtree (contact details as above). Thanks are due to the 
observers involved who will be acknowledged on completion of the survey.

Coordination of seawatching records: 7KH� DQQXDO� FR�RUGLQDWLRQ� RI� WKHVH� UHFRUGV� IRU� WKH�
VRFLHW\�LV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�'U�-$�1HZQKDP�����*UDQG�$YHQXH��:RUWKLQJ��:HVW�6XVVH[��%1����%$�
�M�QHZQKDP�#QWOZRUOG�FRP��

SUMMARIES OF OBSERVATIONS
:H�DUH�JUDWHIXO�IRU�VXPPDULHV�RI�GHWDLOHG�REVHUYDWLRQV�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�+DUERXU�IURP�(�5RZVHOO��

7KRUQH\� DQG� 3LOVH\� ,VODQGV� IURP�&%�&ROOLQV�� 6HOVH\�%LOO� IURP� -�$WNLQVRQ�� 3DJKDP�+DUERXU�
IURP�,0�/DQJ��&OLPSLQJ�*DS�IURP�2�0LWFKHOO��$UXQGHO�::7�IURP�3�6WHYHQV��1RUIRON�(VWDWH�
IURP�*5�3RWWV��3XOERURXJK�%URRNV�DQG�WKH�$UXQ�9DOOH\�IURP�3�+XJKHV��:RUWKLQJ�IURP�'U�-$�
1HZQKDP�� 6KRUHKDP� 'LVWULFW� 2�6�� IURP� &(� +RSH�� +RUVKDP� 'LVWULFW� &RXQFLO� UHVHUYHV� IURP�
-�(YHULWW� DQG�0V� -�*ORVVRS��:HLU�:RRG�5HVHUYRLU� IURP�0UV�%0�0RUWORFN��$VKGRZQ�)RUHVW�
IURP�3�-RKQVRQ��7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�IURP�'+�+RZH\��6SODVK�3RLQW��6HDIRUG��IURP�%5�*LOPRUH��
6HDIRUG�+HDG�IURP�0�(DGH��%HDFK\�+HDG�IURP�5'0�(GJDU�DQG�'�	�-)�&RRSHU��%HZO�:DWHU�
IURP�0*�)UHHPDQ��3DQQHO�9DOOH\�15�IURP�5\H�%D\�5LQJLQJ�*URXS��DQG�5\H�+DUERXU�IURP�'U�
%-�<DWHV��:H�DOVR�WKDQN�0UV�3�*UHHQ�DW�WKH�6XVVH[�%LRGLYHUVLW\�5HFRUGV�&HQWUH�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�
RUQLWKRORJLFDO�UHFRUGV�IURP����REVHUYHUV��PDUNHG�X in the above table). The online recording of 
WKH�%ULWLVK�7UXVW�IRU�2UQLWKRORJ\��%72��VXUYH\V�SURYLGHG�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�UHFRUGV��WKH�����6XVVH[�
contributors to BirdTrack are marked with a T in the above table. The records from Birdguides for 
�����ZHUH�FKDQQHOOHG�WKURXJK�%LUG7UDFN��7KDQNV�DUH�GXH�WR�WKH�%72�IRU�WKH�FRXQW\�%LUG7UDFN�
records, as well as county records for the Breeding Bird Survey and Wetland Bird Survey.

RINGING
Thanks are due to SF Walsh for maintaining detailed records of ringing in the county and to 

all ringers who contributed data.
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NEW SPECIES for SUSSEX in 2012
7KHUH�ZDV�QR�UHSHDW�RI�WKH������UXVK�RI�VL[�QHZ�VSHFLHV�EHLQJ�DGGHG�WR�WKH�FRXQW\�OLVW��EXW�WKH�

+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU�SUHVHQW�LQ�3DJKDP�+DUERXU�IURP����2FW�WR����1RY�ZDV�QHZ��3UHYLRXV�UHSRUWV�
of this species have all been treated as escaped birds but this record has been accepted by BBRC 
DV�D�JHQXLQHO\�ZLOG�ELUG�DQG�EULQJV�WKH�6XVVH[�WRWDO�WR������%HLQJ�RQO\�WKH�VHYHQWK�UHFRUG�IRU�
Britain, the bird attracted observers from all over the country. The merganser proved elusive at 
times but most, although not all, visitors did manage to see it. 

Although Parrot Crossbill is not a new species for the county, it is necessary to go back over 
����\HDUV�WR�0DUFK������IRU�WKH�RQO\�RWKHU�UHFRUG�ZKHQ�RQH�ZDV�VKRW�LQ�6W�/HRQDUG¶V�)RUHVW�DQG�
which is now in the Booth Museum. 

7KH�GHWDLOV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�¿QGLQJ�RI�WKHVH�WZR�ELUGV�DUH�GHVFULEHG�RQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV�

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 

A New Species for Sussex at RSPB Pagham Harbour

Owen Mitchell
,�KDG�EHHQ�RXW�ELUGLQJ�RQ�P\�ORFDO�SDWFK�GXULQJ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI���1RYHPEHU�������EXW�KDYLQJ�

VHHQ�QRWKLQJ�XQXVXDO�KHDGHG�KRPH�E\�HDUO\�DIWHUQRRQ��FHUWDLQO\�QRW�H[SHFWLQJ�WR�GR�DQ\�IXUWKHU�
ELUGLQJ��7KDW�FKDQJHG�KRZHYHU�ZKHQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�KRXUV�ODWHU�D�WH[W�PHVVDJH�HPDQDWLQJ�IURP�'DYLG�
Potter (DP) alerted me to a female Hooded Merganser present in the main harbour channel off the 
North Wall sluice at Pagham Harbour. It was by now late afternoon and I must admit the thought 
ÀDVKHG�WKURXJK�P\�PLQG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�D�ZDVWH�RI�WLPH�DQG�SUREDEO\�DQ�HVFDSHG�ELUG�
as many are kept in wildfowl collections, but given the date and the recent superstorm Sandy off 
the American east coast, I considered it worth a look. As I gathered up my optics and headed out 
WKH�GRRU��,�TXLFNO\�FRQWDFWHG�&KULV�-DQPDQ��&5-��ZKR�OLYHG�QHDUHU�WKH�VLWH�WKDQ�PH�DQG�FRXOG�
JLYH�DQ�HDUO\�XSGDWH��VXUH�HQRXJK�&KULV�JRW�WKHUH�EHIRUH�PH�DQG�VRRQ�WH[WHG��FRQ¿UPLQJ�WKH�ELUG�
ZDV�VWLOO�WKHUH�DQG�ORRNLQJ�JRRG��,�HYHQWXDOO\�MRLQHG�KLP�RQ�VLWH�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU��MXVW�EHIRUH�
the light started to fail. 

2Q�P\�DUULYDO� WKH�ELUG��ZKLFK�ZDV� FOHDUO\� D� IHPDOH�W\SH�+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU��ZDV� DFWLYHO\�
feeding in the main saltwater channel, directly in front of me and at times coming as close as 
DURXQG�������PHWUHV��EHIRUH�GULIWLQJ�EDFN�DQG�IXUWKHU�RXW��,�DOVR�VDZ�'3�DQG�'DYH�6KHSKHUG��'6���
and then a short while later Bob Coyne (RC) appeared. I spoke to them all and ascertained that 
'6�KDG�VHHQ�WKH�ELUG�À\�LQ�IURP�EHKLQG�WKH�%UHHFK�3RRO�DUHD�DQG�VHWWOH�LQ�WKH�FKDQQHO��ZKHQ�KH�
GUHZ�'3¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�LW��7KH\�H[FLWHGO\�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�DJUHHG�LW�ZDV�D�+RRGHG�
0HUJDQVHU��VR�'3�EHJDQ�WR�WDNH�D�VHULHV�RI�H[FHOOHQW�SKRWRJUDSKV��EXW�WKH\�ZDQWHG�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�VLJKWLQJ�VR�IRUWXQDWHO\��IRU�PH��PDGH�FRQWDFW��5&�WKHQ�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�RULJLQDOO\�
IRXQG�WKH�ELUG� LQ� WKH�VDPH�DUHD�DERXW�D�ZHHN�HDUOLHU�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�RXW�ZDONLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH��
KRZHYHU�LW�TXLFNO\�GLVDSSHDUHG�IURP�YLHZ�WKHQ�DQG�KH�FRXOGQ¶W�UHORFDWH�LW��VR�XQGHUVWDQGDEO\�KH�
GHFLGHG�LW�ZDVQ¶W�ZRUWK�SXEOLFLVLQJ�WKH�QHZV��PDLQO\�DV�KH�IHOW�RWKHUV�ZRXOG�EH�OLNHO\�WR�ULGLFXOH�
LW�RU�MXVW�GLVPLVV�LW�RXW�RI�KDQG��,�WKDQNHG�WKHP�DOO�IRU�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�IRU�FRQWDFWLQJ�PH��WKHQ�
&5-�DQG�,�ORRNHG�DW�VRPH�RI�WKH�¿QH�LPDJHV�RQ�'3¶V�FDPHUD��7KH�ELUG�ORRNHG�WR�EH�¿W�DQG�LQ�
fresh plumage, and whilst peering at the screen in slowly fading light did not make for conclusive 
HYLGHQFH��HVSHFLDOO\�ZLWKRXW�UHDGLQJ�JODVVHV����ZH�FHUWDLQO\�FRXOG�QRW�VHH�DQ\�VLJQ�RI�D�OHJ�ULQJ��
ZKLOVW�RQH�VKRW�RI�WKH�IXOO�RSHQ�ZLQJ�GLG�QRW�VKRZ�DQ\�REYLRXV�LUUHJXODULW\�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�ZLQJ�
FOLSSLQJ�RU�FDSWLYLW\��&5-�DQG�,�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�'3��'6�DQG�5&��ZH�DOO�DJUHHG�LW�ZDV�
time to put the news out, so began contacting others, also alerting the pager company.
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+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU��3DJKDP�+DUERXU��1RYHPEHU�������'DYLG�3RWWHU�

So far so good: it was undoubtedly a Hooded Merganser, but what was the age of the bird? I 
KDGQ¶W�KDG�WLPH�WR�UHVHDUFK�DW�KRPH�EHIRUH�OHDYLQJ�DQG�P\�PHPRU\�EDQNV�ZHUH�QRZ�RQ�RYHUORDG��
VR�,�DGPLW�P\�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV¶�DJHLQJ�DQG�PRXOW�SDWWHUQV�ZDV�IDLUO\�PLQLPDO��(YHQ�VR�
WKH�JHQHUDO�SOXPDJH�WRQH�ZDV�SHUKDSV�D�VKDGH�GXOOHU�RYHUDOO�WKDQ�,�H[SHFWHG�RI�DQ�DGXOW�IHPDOH��
the eye appeared to be a very dull reddish colour and the underwing was neat with some pale 
fresh fringing on the secondaries and slight pointing to the innermost secondaries. I wondered if 
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LW�PLJKW�EH�D�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�ELUG�DQG�H[SUHVVHG�WKLV�YLHZ�WR�WKH�RWKHUV�ZKLOVW�ZH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�ZDWFK��
but before long the light started to go and the bird swam into a side creek. One other observer, 
&KULV�*ODQ¿HOG� �&*���KXUULHGO\�DUULYHG� MXVW� LQ� WLPH��EUHDWKOHVV�DQG�ZLWKRXW�ELQRFXODUV�KDYLQJ�
UHFHLYHG�WKH�QHZV�DV�KH�OHIW�ZRUN��IRUWXQDWHO\�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�ERUURZ�P\�RSWLFV�WR�VHH�WKH�ELUG��
before it disappeared into the side creek. CG consulted his mobile phone app, to try and help 
HVWDEOLVK�WKH�DJH�RI�WKH�ELUG��EXW�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�IXOO\�FOLQFK�LW�DV�LW�GLG�QRW�UH�DSSHDU�DQG�WKH�OLJKW�
WKHQ�IDLOHG��+RZHYHU��WKH�EDVLF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�SKRQH�DSS�ZDV�DW�OHDVW�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�D�¿UVW�
winter female (or perhaps male) as far as it went, which was far from conclusive. 

$V�GDUNQHVV�IHOO�LW�ZDV�WLPH�WR�KHDG�RII�KRPH��PDNH�HQTXLULHV�DQG�UHYLHZ�'3¶V�SKRWRJUDSKLF�
HYLGHQFH��'ULYLQJ�KRPHZDUGV��P\�PLQG�ZDV�LQ�D�ZKLUO�DV�,�UHYLHZHG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�
ZDV�GH¿QLWH��LW�ZDV�XQULQJHG��IHHGLQJ�IUHHO\�DQG�QRW�XQGXO\�WDPH��LW�ZDV�LQ�IUHVK�SOXPDJH�ZKLFK�
showed no obvious signs of captivity or feather damage, it was at a likely time of year for a 
YDJUDQW��DQG�LW�ZDV�TXLWH�SRVVLEO\�D�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�ELUG��%XW�KDQJ�RQ��WKLV�ZDV�3DJKDP�+DUERXU�RQ�
WKH�VRXWK�FRDVW��7KHQ�DJDLQ��ZK\�QRW��ZKR�FRXOG�KDYH�SUHGLFWHG�WKH�7XIWHG�3XI¿Q�LQ�.HQW�D�OLWWOH�
ZKLOH�DJR"�7KHUH�ZDV�RQH�RWKHU�WKLQJ�WKRXJK��RI�QR�VFLHQWL¿F�YDOXH�ZKDWHYHU��D�WLQJOLQJ�IHHOLQJ�
RI�FDXWLRXV�H[FLWHPHQW�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�EXLOG��&DOO�LW�D�JXW�IHHOLQJ�EXW�P\�LQVWLQFWV�ZHUH�VRPHKRZ�
WHOOLQJ�PH�WKLV�ZDV�D�JRRG�UHFRUG�RI�D�ZLOG�ELUG��

/DWHU�WKDW�HYHQLQJ�,�FRQWDFWHG�DQ�DFTXDLQWDQFH�DW�WKH�$UXQGHO�::7�DQG�FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�ELUG�
was not one of theirs. I also discussed the sighting with several birders and sought their views, 
including that of Lee Evans (LGRE). He originally thought it might be an adult female due to 
WKH�ELUG¶V�GDUNLVK�EDFN��EXW�PDGH�HQTXLULHV�ZLWK�KLV�FRQWDFWV�LQ�WKH�86$�DQG�VHQW�FRSLHV�RI�'3¶V�
photographs. In short, my suspicions were proved correct and the decision came back in favour 
RI�D�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�IHPDOH��,�LQFOXGH�EHORZ�D�FRS\�RI�WKLV�DFWXDO�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�

³3HWHU� 3\OH� >86� ZLOGIRZO� H[SHUW@� NLQGO\� UHVSRQGHG� WR� P\� UHTXHVW� DQG� DIWHU� VWXG\LQJ� WKH�
RSHQ�ZLQJ�IURP�'DYH¶V�H[FHOOHQW�LPDJHV��ZH�ERWK�FDPH�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�3DJKDP�ELUG�
LV� D�),567�:,17(5��SUREDEO\� IHPDOH�EXW�PDOHV� FDQ� DOVR� ORRN� OLNH� WKLV� XQWLO� ODWH�'HFHPEHU��
There are no unringed Hooded Mergansers at Arundel WWT but they are abundant in captivity, 
HYHQ�LQ�SULYDWH�RUQDPHQWDO�FROOHFWLRQV��+RZHYHU�� WKHUH�LV�D�GLVWLQFW�HPHUJLQJ�SDWWHUQ�ZLWK�8.�
Hooded Merganser records, with a distinct bias towards November occurrences... too much of 
a coincidence me thinks, especially as this coincides with the peak period of passage for young 
Hooded Mergansers down the Eastern seaboard. I would say that this bird is a good ‘un. All the 
very best, Lee Evans.”

$UPHG�ZLWK�/*5(¶V� LQIRUPDWLRQ� ,� WKHQ�SXW�RXW� WKH�QHZV�PRUH� IXOO\� ODWH� WKDW�HYHQLQJ��EXW�
QH[W�GD\�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VLJQ�DW�DOO�RI�WKH�ELUG�DQG�LW�GLGQ¶W�VKRZ�WR�WKH�VXUSULVLQJO\�VPDOO�JDWKHULQJ�
of locals who had gone to see it. There was some disappointment but inevitably of course many 
ELUGHUV� MXVW� GLVPLVVHG� LW� DV� DQ� HVFDSH� DW� WKLV� VWDJH�� XQGHUVWDQGDEO\� VR� XQWLO� DOO� WKH� IDFWV� DUH�
FRQVLGHUHG��6RPH�LOO�UHVHDUFKHG�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�626�ZHEVLWH�DQG�HOVHZKHUH�EHJDQ�WR�DSSHDU��
GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�ORQJ�VWD\LQJ�'RUVHW�ELUG��D�PDOH�DW�5DGLSROH��DQG�RWKHU�DOOHJHG�WDPH�LQGLYLGXDOV�
FRPLQJ�WR�EUHDG��VR�,�GUDIWHG�D�FRPPHQW�LQ�UHVSRQVH��,�ZRQ¶W�UHSHDW�LW�DOO�KHUH��EXW�LW�HQGHG�ZLWK�
WKH�IROORZLQJ��³<HV�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�LQ�FDSWLYLW\�DQG�,�DP�QRW�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VD\�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�LV�RQH�
RI�WKHP��EXW�,�VWLOO�IHHO�WKLV�LV�RQH�ZRUWK�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�LI�LW�UH�DSSHDUV��<RX�PLJKW�MXVW�WKDQN�PH�´

7KH�IROORZLQJ�GD\����1RYHPEHU��WR�WKH�UHOLHI�RI�PDQ\��WKH�+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU�ZDV�UH�ORFDWHG�
EDFN�LQ�WKH�KDUERXU�FKDQQHO�QHDU�WKH�VOXLFH��IHHGLQJ�EXVLO\�RQ�FUXVWDFHDQV��FUDEV�DQG�VPDOO�¿VK��
At times it would feed apparently unconcerned by the growing band of observers and give good 
YLHZV��ZKLOVW�DW�RWKHU�WLPHV�LW�ZRXOG�PRYH�PXFK�IXUWKHU�DZD\�RU�À\�RII�IUHHO\�LQWR�WKH�KDUERXU�
LQWHULRU�DQG�UHPDLQ�RXW�RI�YLHZ��,W�VRPHWLPHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�ÀRFN�RI�0DOODUGV�RU�RWKHU�
ZLOGIRZO�� EXW� HTXDOO\� VSHQW� D� JRRG� GHDO� RI� WLPH� RQ� LWV� RZQ�� IHHGLQJ� DFWLYHO\�� ,W�ZDV� E\� QRZ�

 224   225



 Papers 227
  226QDWLRQDO�QHZV�DQG�PDQ\�LQLWLDOO\�UHOXFWDQW�FRXQW\�DQG�QDWLRQDO�OLVWHUV�PDGH�WKH�HIIRUW�WR�VHH�LW��

2YHU� WKH�QH[W�ZHHN�WKH�ELUG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�VKRZ��EXW�RQ�RQH�GD\�ZHQW�PLVVLQJ�DJDLQ�DQG�RIWHQ�
GLVDSSHDUHG�IURP�YLHZ�IRU�SHULRGV�RI�WLPH�RQ�RWKHU�GD\V��LW�ZDV�QRWHG�WR�EH�IUHH�À\LQJ�DQG�VHYHUDO�
WLPHV�ÀHZ�RII�RYHU�WKH�UHVHUYH¶V�1RUWK�¿HOGV�%UHHFK�3RRO��RQO\�WR�UHWXUQ�ODWHU��

,W�ZDV�VWLOO�SUHVHQW�RQ�WKH�VOXLFH�FKDQQHO�RQ�6DWXUGD\����1RYHPEHU�������EXW�WKDW�QLJKW�WKHUH�
ZDV�D�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�ZHDWKHU�ZLWK�D�VKDUS�IURVW�DQG�FOHDU�VWDUOLW�FRQGLWLRQV�GHYHORSLQJ��WKH�PRUQLQJ�
RI� WKH���th�ZDV� FOHDU�� EULJKW� DQG� VXQQ\�EXW� WKH�+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU� FRXOG�QRW� EH� UH�ORFDWHG�� ,W�
KDG�JRQH��EDQJ�RQ�FXH��PDLQWDLQLQJ�LWV�FUHGHQWLDOV�DQG�DV�IDU�DV�,¶P�DZDUH�LW�ZDV�QRW�UH�ORFDWHG�
elsewhere. Time then for the debates to start on whether this was a genuine wild bird and for the 
detractors to begin their theories: too tame, wrong location, escape potential too high? Certainly 
there have been up to three previous occurrences in the county, all of birds considered to have 
EHHQ�REYLRXV�HVFDSHV�IURP�FDSWLYLW\��WKH�ODVW�EHLQJ�D�PDOH�LQ�0DUFK������RQ�6LGOHVKDP�)HUU\�
3RRO�ZKLFK�ZDV�ZLGHO\�EHOLHYHG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�'RUVHW�ELUG�RQ�D�EULHI�H[FXUVLRQ�IURP�5DGLSROH��
However, despite this I could see no good reason why this bird should be considered suspect, 
even though Pagham Harbour is perhaps not the most obvious of locations. Perhaps importantly 
,�QHYHU�VDZ�LW�EHKDYLQJ�LQ�D�PDQQHU�VXJJHVWLYH�RI�LW�EHLQJ�RYHU�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�KXPDQV�DQG�,�GLGQ¶W�
KHDU�RI�DQ\�FRQ¿UPHG�UHSRUWV�VXJJHVWLQJ�H[FHVVLYH�WDPHQHVV��IHHGLQJ�RQ�EUHDG��RU�RWKHU�DFWLYLW\�
VXJJHVWLYH�RI�FDSWLYH�RULJLQV��,W�ZDV�IUHH�À\LQJ�DQG�JHQHUDOO\�ZDU\��HYHQ�WKRXJK�IRU�SHULRGV�RI�
time it would approach fairly closely, usually when busily feeding. On balance then, I thought 
this a valid record, so I consulted with those already mentioned in this report and decided to have 
the courage of my convictions and submit it to the British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC). 

It seemed a long wait, but after due consideration it was formally accepted by the BBRC, 
and the rest, as they say, is history. Doubtless there will be a few who will still point to the 
HVFDSH�SRWHQWLDO�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�DQG�IHHO�LW�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�QDWLRQDO�UHFRUG��WKDW�LV�WKHLU�
prerogative, but in all the circumstances I feel it rightly deserves its place there, and on the county 
UHFRUG�WRR���DQG�RQ�P\�OLVW��,W�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG�IRU�6XVVH[�DQG�WKH�VHYHQWK�DFFHSWHG�%ULWLVK�
record. 

$FNQRZOHGJHPHQWV��,�DP�PRVW�JUDWHIXO�WR�'DYLG�3RWWHU�ZKR�DOHUWHG�PH�WR�WKH�ELUG¶V�SUHVHQFH�
and then readily and freely provided some superb photographs which helped so effectively in the 
LQLWLDO�DJHLQJ�DQG�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV��0\�WKDQNV�DOVR�WR�%RE�&R\QH�DQG�'DYH�6KHSKHUG�IRU�
WKHLU�IXOO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKLV�ELUG��&KULV�-DQPDQ�DQG�&KULV�*ODQ¿HOG�IRU�WKHLU�
DVVLVWDQFH�RQ�VLWH�DQG�/HH�(YDQV�IRU�EDFNJURXQG�HQTXLULHV�� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�XVH�
correspondence. Finally, my thanks to the staff at Pagham Harbour for their patience and to all 
others too numerous to mention who have helped in various ways. 

Parrot Crossbill Loxia pytyopsittacus

Finder’s Account

Dave Burges
0DQ\�6XVVH[�ELUGHUV�ZLOO�NQRZ�WKDW�%ODFNGRZQ��UXQQLQJ�IURP�LWV�QRUWKHUQ�³URRW´�LQ�6XUUH\�

WR�LWV�VRXWKHUQ�WLS�LQ�:HVW�6XVVH[��LV�JHQHUDOO\�FLWHG�DV�WKH�VHFRQG�KLJKHVW�SRLQW�LQ�6RXWK�(DVW�
(QJODQG�� DW� ���� PHWUHV� DERYH� VHD� OHYHO�� 0XFK� RI� WKH�:HDOG�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� KLJKHVW� SRLQW� LQ�
the region, Leith Hill, can be clearly seen from the many vantage points along this imposing 
Greensand ridge.

$IWHU�H[HPSODU\�KHDWKODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�7UXVW��WKH�ULGJH�QRZ�FRPSULVHV�ODUJH�
DUHDV�RI�JUD]HG�KHDWKODQG�ZLWK� UHWDLQHG� VWDQGV�RI�6FRWV�3LQH�DQG� VFDWWHUHG�%LUFK��5RZDQ�DQG�
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:KLWHEHDP��DQG�LV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�IRU�LWV�LPSUHVVLYH�%HHFK�KDQJHU�RQ�WKH�HDVW�IDFLQJ�VORSHV��7KHUH�
is a scattering of small ponds, often the focus of migrant and wintering passerine activity, as well 
DV�SURYLGLQJ�H[FHOOHQW�KDELWDW�IRU�D�UDQJH�RI�GUDJRQÀ\�VSHFLHV�

In addition to its typical heathland and woodland bird communities (the current lack of 
Dartford Warblers notwithstanding) it can be a great place for visible migration in spring and 
DXWXPQ��:LQWHU�FDQ��KRZHYHU��EH�YHU\�TXLHW�LQGHHG��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�FROG�VQDSV�ZLWK�SURORQJHG�VQRZ�
cover: hence the aforementioned lack of Dartford Warblers. However, given a good cone crop, 
Crossbills can be a feature of the site at almost any time of year, and have bred in small numbers 
in recent years. 

,�ZDVQ¶W�UHDOO\�H[SHFWLQJ�WR�VHH�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RQ�P\�¿UVW�YLVLW�RI������RQ����-DQXDU\��DIWHU�D�
Christmas and New Year holiday in Central America. However, having walked in along the track 
from the end of Chase Lane, I almost bumped into a clearly large, bulky female Crossbill (these 
features noticeable even to the naked eye), sitting by the pond on the west side of the track.

Parrot Crossbill, Blackdown, February 2012 (Kris Webb)

The possible implications were immediately obvious, and through binoculars the large head 
DQG�KHDY\�MRZOHG�DSSHDUDQFH��DQG�RI�FRXUVH�WKH�VL]H�DQG�VKDSH�RI�WKH�ELOO�ZHUH�VWULNLQJ��7KH�ELUG�
DOVR�H[KLELWHG�D�UDWKHU�VKRUW�WDLOHG��+DZ¿QFK�OLNH�ML]]��7KH�SOXPDJH�ZDVQ¶W�VWULNLQJO\�GLIIHUHQW�
to that of female Common Crossbill, but the grey “shawl” around its nape and upper mantle were 
QRWLFHDEOH��DQG�SUREDEO\�HQKDQFHG�WKH�ODUJH�KHDGHG�DSSHDUDQFH�

/XFNLO\�WKH�ELUG�ZDV�TXLFNO\�MRLQHG�E\�VRPH�RI�WKH��DW�WKH�WLPH��QXPHURXV�&RPPRQ�&URVVELOOV�
RQ�WKH�VLWH�HQDEOLQJ�D�GLUHFW�FRPSDULVRQ��:KLOVW�,�KDGQ¶W�SUHYLRXVO\�VHHQ�3DUURW�&URVVELOO�� WKLV�
ELUG�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�D�VHULRXV�FRQWHQGHU��D�WHQWDWLYH�FRQFOXVLRQ�FRQ¿UPHG�RQFH�,�KDG�FRPSDUHG�
P\�KDVWLO\�WDNHQ�¿HOG�QRWHV�WR�WKH�XVXDO�UHIHUHQFHV�ZKHQ�,�JRW�KRPH��,�ZDV�ZHOO�DZDUH�WKDW�WKH�
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ELUG�ZDV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�VRPH�GHEDWH��DQG�SUREDEO\�TXLWH�D�GUDZ�WRR��$�VHFRQG�RSLQLRQ�
was clearly desirable, and I asked Gerry Hinchon if he could have a look at the bird as soon as 
possible.  He caught up with the bird the following week, and agreed with my initial conclusion. 
In advance of releasing any news, I wanted to be certain that the National Trust would be content 
ZLWK�D�OLNHO\�LQÀX[�RI�ELUGHUV��,�ZDV�DVVXUHG�WKDW�WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�DFFHSWDEOH��VR�KDYLQJ�ORRNHG�DW�
WKH�ELUG�DJDLQ�RQ����-DQXDU\��*HUU\�DQG�,�FRQ¿UPHG�RXU�YLHZV�DQG�UHOHDVHG�QHZV�RI�WKH�ELUG�WKDW�
ZHHNHQG��'XULQJ�WKH�QH[W�ZHHN�RU�VR�WKH�ELUG�ZDV�PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\�VHHQ�ZLWK�&RPPRQ�&URVVELOOV�
at or near the pond. Colder weather made its appearances less predictable, but it was seen until 
PLG�)HEUXDU\�DW�OHDVW��

Parrot Crossbill, Blackdown, February 2012 (Michael Mckee)

$�IXOO� GLVFXVVLRQ�RI� WKH� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ� IHDWXUHV�RI�3DUURW�&URVVELOO�� DQG�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI� WKLV�
bird, can be found in Birding World 25(2)��������7KH�RQO\�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUG�RI�3DUURW�&URVVELOO�LQ�
6XVVH[�ZDV�D�ELUG�VKRW�LQ�6W�/HRQDUG¶V�)RUHVW�LQ�0DUFK�������Birds of Sussex).

A chance observation such as this makes you wonder how many other rarities are lurking 
XQGHWHFWHG�LQ�WKH�XQGHU�ZDWFKHG�KLQWHUODQG�RI�6XVVH[�

>7KH�ELUG�DW�%ODFNGRZQ��IURP����-DQ�WR����)HE��ZDV�IHDWXUHG�LQ�Birding World but caused 
considerable debate. Members of the SOSRC carried out a great deal of research, reading 
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SDSHUV�LQ�ERWK�%ULWLVK�DQG�IRUHLJQ�MRXUQDOV�DQG�REWDLQLQJ�RSLQLRQV�IURP�H[SHULHQFHG�
observers in this country and in Finland before accepting the record. '++@
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The Sussex Ringing Report for 2012

Sue Walsh

7KHUH�ZDV�D�PDUNHG�GHFOLQH�GXULQJ������LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�DV�FRPSDUHG�
WR�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��7KLV�UHÀHFWV�D�GHFOLQH�DFURVV�WKH�ZKROH�RI�%ULWDLQ�DQG�,UHODQG��,W� LV� WKRXJKW�
that the main reasons were the weather which affected the number of times it was possible to 
ring birds as well as the poor breeding season which reduced the number of birds available to be 
WUDSSHG�DQG�ULQJHG��7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�ZDV�����GRZQ�RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
IRXU�\HDU�PHDQ� DQG� WKH� ORZHVW� QXPEHU� VLQFH� ������7KH� GHFOLQH� LV� WZLFH� WKH� QDWLRQDO� DYHUDJH�
ZKLFK�LV�����7KH�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�QHLJKERXULQJ�6XUUH\�LV�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�DW�����ZKHUHDV�WKH�¿JXUH�IRU�
.HQW�LV�HTXDO�WR�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DYHUDJH�DQG�WKDW�IRU�+DPSVKLUH�JRHV�DJDLQVW�WKH�WUHQG�DQG�VKRZV�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�RI������7KLV�GHPRQVWUDWHV�KRZ�WKH�¿JXUHV�FDQ�YDU\�DFURVV�WKH�VRXWK�HDVW��7KH�GHWDLOV�
DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�7DEOH�����1�%��$OO�QXPEHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�LQ�WDEOHV��KDYH�EHHQ�DGMXVWHG�WR�UHÀHFW�
ELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��EXW�RQO\�UHFHQWO\�QRWL¿HG�WR�WKH�DXWKRU��$OO�REVHUYDWLRQV�RQ�VSHFLHV�
and numbers ringed refer only to those reported to the author or the British Trust for Ornithology 

(BTO). Details of annual totals can be found on the BTO website at http://www.bto.org/volunteer-

surveys/ringing/publications/online-ringing-reports).
,Q� FRQWUDVW� WR� WKH� RYHUDOO� GHFOLQH� LQ� 6XVVH[� WKH� QXPEHUV� ULQJHG� RI� VRPH� FRPPRQ� VSHFLHV�

ZHUH�PDLQWDLQHG�RU�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�������7KHVH�VSHFLHV�LQFOXGH�%ODFNELUG��:LOORZ�:DUEOHU��+RXVH�
0DUWLQ��-DFNGDZ�DQG�*ROGFUHVW�

$�WRWDO�RI�����VSHFLHV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�DV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�������7KLV�LV�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH�UHFRUG�
WRWDO�RI�����VSHFLHV�LQ������EXW�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�OHYHOV�LQ������DQG������ZKLFK�ZHUH�����DQG������
respectively.

7DEOH��� A summary of ringing totals in the counties of south-east England as compared to the 

totals for Britain and Ireland for 2008-2012.

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
�ŚĂŶŐĞ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϮ�;йͿ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�

ǁŝƚŚ�ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ�ϰͲǇĞĂƌ�ŵĞĂŶ

^ƵƐƐĞǆ 54,555 74,104 82,689 102,203 68,767 -12%
^ƵƌƌĞǇ 15,343 17,240 18,403 22,676 15,546 -16%
<ĞŶƚ 26,690 25,746 29,329 34,048 27,126 -6%
,ĂŵƉƐŚŝƌĞ 11,768 12,869 19,029 25,384 20,318 17%
�ƌŝƚĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ 828,326 930,325 1,100,713 1,151,461 942,754 -6%

Reports of birds ringed were received from 22 individuals and groups reporting a total of 
�������ELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�������1HDUO\��������������ZHUH�ULQJHG�E\�5\H�%D\�5LQJLQJ�
Group (RBRG) at Pett Level which is a similar proportion of the county total to that reported 
LQ�������7KH�����GLIIHUHQW�VSHFLHV�ULQJHG�E\�5%5*�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKDW�WKH\�ULQJHG�DOO�EXW�VL[�RI�WKH�
WRWDO� QXPEHU� RI� VSHFLHV� ULQJHG� LQ� WKH� FRXQW\� LQ� ������7KH� FRQWULEXWLRQ� RI�5%5*�PHDQV� WKDW�
WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�LV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�QXPEHU�ULQJHG�LQ�WKH�
QHLJKERXULQJ�FRXQWLHV�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�HDVW�DV�VKRZQ�LQ�7DEOH���

Rarities and notable records
There were a number of scarce species which were ringed during the year. Most of these 

ZHUH�ULQJHG�E\�5%5*��7KHVH�LQFOXGHG�WKUHH�<HOORZ�EURZHG�:DUEOHUV��WZR�0DUVK�:DUEOHUV��WZR�
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:DWHU�3LSLWV��RQH�%DUUHG�:DUEOHU��RQH�%OXHWKURDW�DQG�RQH�&RPPRQ�5RVH¿QFK��(OVHZKHUH��QHDU�
3\HFRPEH��D�3DOODV¶V�/HDI�:DUEOHU�ZDV�ULQJHG�E\�3DPHOD�0HDUV��7KLV�VSHFLHV�LV�UDUHO\�ULQJHG�LQ�
6XVVH[�ZLWK�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUGV�LQ������������������DQG������

3DOODV¶V�/HDI�:DUEOHU��QHDU�3\HFRPEH��$QQ�+DVOHU�

7KHUH�DUH�VSHFLHV�ZKLFK�DUH�FRPPRQO\�VHHQ�LQ�6XVVH[�EXW�ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�RIWHQ�ULQJHG��)RU�D�
coastal county it is perhaps surprising that so few sea birds are ringed. Most seabirds are ringed at 
QHVWLQJ�FRORQLHV��UHVWULFWLQJ�ULQJHUV�LQ�6XVVH[�WR�.LWWLZDNH�DQG�)XOPDU�FRORQLHV�ZKLFK�QHVW�RQ�WKH�
dangerous chalk cliffs as well as gull and tern colonies and rubbish tips. Only four Herring Gulls 
DQG����%ODFN�KHDGHG�*XOOV�ZHUH�ULQJHG��3ULRU�WR�������PXFK�ODUJHU�QXPEHUV�RI�WKHVH�ELUGV�ZHUH�
ULQJHG�DV�LV�VKRZQ�E\�WKH�WRWDOV�IRU�6XVVH[�IURP������WR�GDWH��7KLV�LV�GXH�WR�JXOO�VWXGLHV�LQ�HDUOLHU�
\HDUV�DW�UXEELVK�WLSV�DQG�D�SURMHFW�E\�5%5*�RQ�+HUULQJ�*XOOV�DQG�/HVVHU�%ODFN�EDFNHG�*XOOV�
WKDW�KDV�QRZ�HQGHG��,Q������RQH�)XOPDU�ZDV�ULQJHG��RQO\�WKH�QLQWK�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������
$OVR��WZR�&RPPRQ�*XOOV�ZHUH�ULQJHG��WKH�¿UVW�VLQFH�������6RPH�FRPPRQ�VSHFLHV�RI�UDSWRUV�DUH�
DOVR�UDUHO\�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[��$�WRWDO�RI�IRXU�&RPPRQ�%X]]DUGV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��7KUHH�
RI�WKHVH�ZHUH�ULQJHG�DV�SXOOL�E\�5%5*��$�IXOO\�JURZQ�ELUG�ZDV�FDXJKW�LQ�%LJQRU�LQ�D�FKLFNHQ�
run and ringed by Martin Lanaway but only after it had killed three bantams including Elvis the 
FRFNHUHO��,W�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�DW�D�VDIH�GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�FKLFNHQV��$�VLQJOH�+REE\�ZDV�
ULQJHG��EULQJLQJ�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�VLQFH������WR�����2WKHU�LQIUHTXHQWO\�ULQJHG�VSHFLHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�
WKH������UHFRUGV�ZHUH�RQH�0DQGDULQ�'XFN��WZR�4XDLO��RQH�/LWWOH�*UHEH��RQH�7XUWOH�'RYH��WKUHH�
&XFNRRV��RQH�/HVVHU�6SRWWHG�:RRGSHFNHU��IRXU�:U\QHFNV��RQH�6N\ODUN��VL[�:RRG�:DUEOHUV�DQG�
four Common Crossbills. 

There are some notable species which have been ringed in recent years but which were not 
ULQJHG�LQ�������7KHVH�LQFOXGH�6WRQH�FXUOHZ�DQG�/LWWOH�2ZO��6WRQH�FXUOHZV�EUHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�������7ZR�FKLFNV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�LQ������DQG�IRXU�LQ�������8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
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GXH�WR�WKH�DGYHUVH�ZHDWKHU�LQ�������WKH�ELUGV�GLG�QRW�SURJUHVV�SDVW�WKH�HJJ�VWDJH�VR�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�
FKLFNV�WR�ULQJ��'RXEOH�¿JXUH�QXPEHUV�RI�/LWWOH�2ZO�ZHUH�UHJXODUO\�ULQJHG�HDFK�\HDU�XQWLO�������
)URP������WKH\�ZHUH�ULQJHG�HDFK�\HDU�LQ�VLQJOH�¿JXUHV�EXW������LV�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�LQ�ZKLFK�QR�ELUGV�
KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�DV�ULQJHG�DW�DOO��7DEOH���VKRZV�WKRVH�ULQJLQJ�WRWDOV�IRU�VSHFLHV�ZKLFK�UHÀHFW�
GHFOLQLQJ�QXPEHUV�LQ�6XVVH[��'HWDLOHG�¿JXUHV�IRU�WKH�RWKHU�VSHFLHV�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�
on the BTO website.

7DEOH����5LQJLQJ�WRWDOV�IRU�VSHFLHV�ZKLFK�UHÀHFW�GHFOLQLQJ�QXPEHUV�LQ�6XVVH[��%LUGV�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
concern are marked as: **red-listed; *amber-listed.

^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
^ƵƐƐĞǆ�

ϭϵϳϵͲϮϬϭϮ

�ƌŝƚĂŝŶ�Θ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ�

2012

dƵƌƚůĞ��ŽǀĞΎΎ 1 2 4 1 102 38
�ŽŵŵŽŶ��ƵĐŬŽŽ 3 3 79 75
>ŝƩůĞ�Kǁů 5 6 3 2 295 499
>ĞƐƐĞƌ�̂ ƉŽƩĞĚ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌΎΎ 4 1 2 1 38 9
tŽŽĚ�tĂƌďůĞƌ 2 2 3 6 145 529

7DEOH� �� Sussex ringing totals for the 20 most ringed species in 2012. Birds of conservation 

concern are marked as: **red-listed; * amber-listed.

ZĂŶŬŝŶŐ ^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ�;ǁŝƚŚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϭͿ
2012

dŽƚĂů�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϭ dŽƚĂů�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϬ
dŽƚĂů Z�Z'

ϭ͘ Blackcap (1) 7904 6180 15,919 11,019
Ϯ͘ �ŚŝīĐŚĂī�;ϯͿ 7868 7620 10,673 5899
ϯ͘ Sedge Warbler (2) 7757 6552 11,648 9879
ϰ͘ Reed Warbler (4) 5374 5091 8613 8739
ϱ͘ Barn Swallow* (6) 4909 4574 5671 4603
ϲ͘ Blue Tit (7) 4542 1612 5557 7381
ϳ͘ ^ĂŶĚ�DĂƌƟŶΎ�;ϴͿ 4315 4314 4684 3035
ϴ͘ Willow Warbler* (10) 4130 3444 4094 4100
ϵ͘ Lesser Redpoll *(5) 2290 1814 7415 2678
ϭϬ͘ 'ŽůĚĮŶĐŚ�;ϭϭͿ 2067 893 2881 2061
ϭϭ͘ Common Whitethroat* (9) 1732 1302 4642 2282
ϭϮ͘ Great Tit (12) 1698 709 2545 2625
ϭϯ͘ ,ŽƵƐĞ�DĂƌƟŶΎ�;ϭϵͿ 1122 1057 941 1257
ϭϰ͘ Robin (15) 1107 653 1171 1165
ϭϱ͘ Blackbird (18) 1103 656 952 1154
ϭϲ͘ 'ƌĞĞŶĮŶĐŚ�;ϭϰͿ 903 445 1253 1054
ϭϳ͘ Goldcrest (25) 755 531 540 487
ϭϴ͘ �ŚĂĸŶĐŚ�;ϭϲͿ 715 393 1115 1069
ϭϵ͘ Wren (23) 642 391 723 590
ϮϬ͘ Dunnock* (22) 599 304 737 788

Top 20 species ringed
7DEOH���OLVWV�WKH����PRVW�ULQJHG�VSHFLHV�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�������,W�VKRZV��WRR��WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�

these species ringed by RBRG, demonstrating the considerable contribution this group makes 
WR�6XVVH[�ULQJLQJ��7KH����PRVW�ULQJHG�VSHFLHV�DFFRXQW�IRU�����RI�DOO�WKH�ELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�
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GXULQJ�������7KLV�FRPSDUHV�WR�����LQ������DQG�����LQ�������%ODFNFDS�UHPDLQV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�
WKH�OLVW�DV�LW�KDV�IRU�WKH�ODVW�IRXU�\HDUV�DOWKRXJK�OHVV�WKDQ�KDOI�WKH�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�LQ������
FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�UHFRUG�\HDU�LQ�������1HZ�WR�WKH�OLVW�RI�WKH�WRS����VSHFLHV�DUH�*ROGFUHVW��:UHQ�
and Dunnock which have displaced Grasshopper Warbler, Garden Warbler and Reed Bunting. In 
WKH�\HDUV������WR������WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�*UDVVKRSSHU�:DUEOHUV�ULQJHG�HDFK�\HDU�DYHUDJHG�DURXQG�
����ELUGV��2YHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WKUHH�\HDUV�WKH�QXPEHUV�LQFUHDVHG�WR�D�FRXQW\�KLJK�RI������LQ�������
7KH�IDOO�WR�����LQ������UHWXUQV�WKH�QXPEHU�ULQJHG�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�OHYHO��7KLV�UHÀHFWV�D�VLPLODU�
pattern countrywide which is unsurprising as most birds are ringed at Rye Bay and are likely to 
be passage birds coming from other British breeding sites.  

All the species in the list show a decline in numbers ringed compared to last year, with the 
H[FHSWLRQ�RI�:LOORZ�:DUEOHU��+RXVH�0DUWLQ��%ODFNELUG�DQG�*ROGFUHVW��:LOORZ�:DUEOHU�PRYHG�
EDFN�XS�WKH�WDEOH�DIWHU� LWV�IDOO� ODVW�\HDU��UHDFKLQJ�D�QHZ�UHFRUG�IRU� WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�������7KLV� LV�
FRXQWHU� WR� WKH� QDWLRQDO� WUHQG�ZKLFK� UHFRUGHG� DQ� ���� IDOO� LQ� ����� FRPSDUHG� WR� ������:LOORZ�
:DUEOHU�LV�GRLQJ�EDGO\�DV�D�EUHHGLQJ�VSHFLHV�LQ�6XVVH[�VR�WKLV�LQFUHDVH�LQ�QXPEHUV�ULQJHG�VKRZV�
again the importance of the county for the ringing of migratory warblers – in the case of Willow 
Warblers from Northern Britain. 

Highs and lows
$SDUW� IURP� WKH� WRS����VSHFLHV� ULQJHG� WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�KLJKV�DQG� ORZV�VKRZQ�E\� WKH� ULQJLQJ�

UHFRUGV��VHH�7DEOH�����$�UHFRUG�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�LQ������IRU�¿YH�VSHFLHV��7UHH�3LSLW��
*UHDW�6SRWWHG�:RRGSHFNHU��)LUHFUHVW��1XWKDWFK�DQG�-D\��,Q������DQG������WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�PDUNHG�
LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�7UHH�3LSLWV� ULQJHG� LQ�6XVVH[��7KH�UHFRUG�QXPEHU�IRU� WKLV�VSHFLHV�RI�
����DOPRVW�GRXEOHG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUG�RI����LQ�������*UHDW�6SRWWHG�:RRGSHFNHU�DQG�1XWKDWFK�
VKRZHG�D�����DQG�����LQFUHDVH��UHVSHFWLYHO\��RYHU�WKH������WRWDOV��7KH����-D\V�ULQJHG�PRUH�WKDQ�
GRXEOHG�WKH������WRWDO�RI�����7KH�QXPEHUV�RI�)LUHFUHVW�ULQJHG�KDYH�VORZO\�EHHQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�RYHU�
WKH�ODVW�IRXU�\HDUV�WR�UHDFK�D�KLJK�RI����LQ������

Other species were ringed in high numbers compared to previous years. An increase in the 
QXPEHU�RI�&ROODUHG�'RYHV�ULQJHG�EULQJV�WKH�WRWDO�WR�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHO�IRU�WKDW�VSHFLHV�VLQFH�������,Q�
WKH�ODVW�IRXU�\HDUV�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�PDUNHG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�-DFNGDZV�UHSRUWHG�DV�ULQJHG��
7KH�PDMRULW\�ZHUH�SDUW�RI�D�SURMHFW�E\�5%5*�ZKLFK�VXEVHTXHQWO\�EHFDPH�D�5HWUDSSLQJ�$GXOWV�
IRU�6XUYLYDO��5$6��SURMHFW��VHH�KWWS���ZZZ�EWR�RUJ�YROXQWHHU�VXUYH\V�ULQJLQJ�VXUYH\V�UDV���3ULRU�
WR������WKHVH�ELUGV�ZHUH�W\SLFDOO\�ULQJHG�LQ�VLQJOH��RU�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�QXPEHUV��7KLV�LQFUHDVHG�WR�
WKUHH�¿JXUH�QXPEHUV�IURP������DQG�ZHQW�XS� LQ������WR� WKH�VHFRQG�KLJKHVW� OHYHO�DW������7KLV�
IROORZV�D�VLPLODU�WUHQG�QDWLRQZLGH��7KH�QXPEHUV�ULQJHG�RI�/LQQHW������DQG�<HOORZKDPPHU������
DUH�WKH�KLJKHVW�WRWDOV�VLQFH�������,W�ZDV�D�JRRG�\HDU��WRR��IRU�5RRN�ZLWK�KLJKHU�ULQJLQJ�WRWDOV�VHHQ�
LQ�RQO\�WKUHH�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV�������������DQG������

6RPH�VSHFLHV�VKRZ�D�PDUNHG�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHUV�ULQJHG�LQ�������VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQ�H[FHVV�
RI� WKH�JHQHUDO�GHFOLQH� LQ� WKH�QXPEHUV� ULQJHG�GXULQJ� WKH�\HDU��%HIRUH������0LVWOH�7KUXVK�ZDV�
W\SLFDOO\� ULQJHG� LQ�GRXEOH�¿JXUH�QXPEHUV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�RI����� LQ�������6LQFH������ LW�KDV�EHHQ�
PRUH�W\SLFDO�WR�VHH�VLQJOH�¿JXUH�QXPEHUV�EHLQJ�ULQJHG�ZLWK�D�ORZ�RI�RQH�ELUG�ULQJHG�LQ�������
7KH����&HWWL¶V�:DUEOHUV� ULQJHG� LQ������ LV� WKH� ORZHVW�DQQXDO� WRWDO� IRU� WKDW� VSHFLHV� VLQFH�������
2QO\�WZR�%UDPEOLQJV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ORZHVW�¿JXUH�VLQFH�������,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV�QXPEHUV�
RI�%UDPEOLQJV�ULQJHG�KDYH�EHHQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLJKHU�UHDFKLQJ�D�KLJK�RI�����LQ�������$W�����WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�5HHG�%XQWLQJV�ULQJHG�LV�WKH�ORZHVW�WRWDO�VLQFH������

$OO�WKHVH�QXPEHUV�DUH�SXW�LQWR�FRQWH[W�LQ�7DEOH���ZKLFK�VKRZV�UHSRUWHG�UHFRUGV�LQ�6XVVH[�IRU�
HDFK�RI�WKH�ODVW�¿YH�\HDUV�DQG�FRPSDUHV�WKRVH�¿JXUHV�ZLWK�WKH�WRWDOV�ULQJHG�LQ�%ULWDLQ�DQG�,UHODQG�
LQ������DQG�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHUV�UHSRUWHG�DV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH������
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7DEOH����Numbers of notable species ringed in Sussex each year from 2008 to 2012 compared 

to totals for these species for Sussex 1979 to 2012 and Britain and Ireland for 2012. Birds of 

conservation concern are marked as: **red-listed; *amber-listed.

^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
^ƵƐƐĞǆ�

ϭϵϳϵͲϮϬϭϮ

�ƌŝƚĂŝŶ�Θ�

/ƌĞůĂŶĚ�ϮϬϭϮ

�ŽůůĂƌĞĚ��ŽǀĞ 13 12 11 6 25 722 877
'ƌĞĂƚ�̂ ƉŽƩĞĚ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 64 50 93 115 140 1146 2416
dƌĞĞ�WŝƉŝƚΎΎ 43 58 50 90 112 929 638
DŝƐƚůĞ�dŚƌƵƐŚΎ 4 2 11 9 1 697 292
�ĞƫƐ͛�tĂƌďůĞƌ 131 231 133 62 41 1192 474
&ŝƌĞĐƌĞƐƚΎ 15 31 35 39 44 581 394
EƵƚŚĂƚĐŚ 94 60 88 89 107 2512 2614
:ĂǇ 14 14 37 18 41 537 865
:ĂĐŬĚĂǁ 30 172 526 254 495 2242 2218
ZŽŽŬ 173 136 116 40 168 1431 505
�ƌĂŵďůŝŶŐ 9 5 13 26 2 884 3108
>ŝŶŶĞƚΎΎ 34 38 49 46 75 3699 9878
zĞůůŽǁŚĂŵŵĞƌΎΎ 11 24 21 13 53 2582 6719
ZĞĞĚ��ƵŶƟŶŐΎ 598 1008 1472 811 416 16,358 10,695

Water Rail, Charleston Reedbed (Jake Everitt)

7KH�PRVW�QRWDEOH�ULQJLQJ�WRWDOV�IRU�VSHFLHV�LQ�6XVVH[�DV�D�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�WRWDOV�ZHUH�
IRU�6DQG�0DUWLQ��������*UDVVKRSSHU�:DUEOHU��������6HGJH�:DUEOHU��������5RRN��������:DWHU�
5DLO��������5HHG�:DUEOHU��������&KLIIFKDII��������-DFNGDZ��������%ODFNFDS��������&RPPRQ�
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:KLWHWKURDW� ������ DQG�/HVVHU�:KLWHWKURDW� �������7KH�GHWDLOV� IRU� WKHVH� VSHFLHV� DUH� VKRZQ� LQ�
7DEOH���

7DEOH� �� +LJKHVW� ULQJLQJ� WRWDOV� IRU� ����� DV� D� SHUFHQWDJH� RI� WKH� WRWDOV� ULQJHG� LQ� %ULWDLQ� DQG�
Ireland. Birds of conservation concern are marked as: **red-listed; *amber-listed.

^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ
dŽƚĂů�ĨŽƌ�ϮϬϭϮ�ŝŶ��ƌŝƚĂŝŶ�

ĂŶĚ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ
dŽƚĂů�ĨŽƌ�ϮϬϭϮ�ŝŶ�̂ ƵƐƐĞǆ

WĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�

ƚŽƚĂů

^ĂŶĚ�DĂƌƟŶΎ� 10,332 4315 42%
'ƌĂƐƐŚŽƉƉĞƌ�tĂƌďůĞƌΎΎ� 1346 526 39%
^ĞĚŐĞ�tĂƌďůĞƌ�� 20,136 7762 38%
ZŽŽŬ 505 168 33%
ZĞĞĚ�tĂƌďůĞƌ�� 22,246 5412 24%
�ŚŝīĐŚĂī 32,394 7826 24%
:ĂĐŬĚĂǁ 2218 495 22%
�ůĂĐŬĐĂƉ�� 36,184 7890 22%
>ĞƐƐĞƌ�tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚ�� 1622 294 18%
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚΎ 9657 1737 18%

Nestlings
$�WRWDO�RI������QHVWOLQJV�ZDV�ULQJHG�LQ�������7KLV�LV�WKH�ORZHVW�DQQXDO�WRWDO�UHSRUWHG�VLQFH�

������7KH�ORZ�¿JXUH�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�H[SHFWHG�JLYHQ�WKH� ORZ�RYHUDOO�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�ULQJHG�
GXULQJ�������+RZHYHU��LW�LV�DOVR�WKH�ORZHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WRWDO�ELUGV�ULQJHG�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�
RQO\������RI� WKH�WRWDO�ELUGV�ULQJHG�EHLQJ�QHVWOLQJV��,Q������� WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�ZDV�����DQG�WKLV�
KDV�EHHQ�GHFOLQLQJ�HDFK�\HDU�WR������LQ������DQG�������1DWLRQDOO\��WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�QHVWOLQJV�
compared to the total number of birds ringed during the year is much higher but also shows a 
GHFOLQH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��,Q������WKH�QDWLRQDO�SHUFHQWDJH�ZDV�����DQG�WKLV�KDV�GHFOLQHG�HDFK�\HDU�
WR�����LQ�������,Q�6XVVH[�LQ������D�WRWDO�RI����VSHFLHV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�DV�QHVWOLQJV�ZKLFK�FRPSDUHV�
WR����VSHFLHV�LQ�������2I�WKRVH����VSHFLHV�VL[�ZHUH�ULQJHG�VROHO\�DV�QHVWOLQJV��7KLUWHHQ�VSHFLHV�
KDG�����RU�PRUH�RI�WKHLU�WRWDO�ULQJHG�DV�QHVWOLQJV�ZKLFK�FRPSDUHV�ZLWK����VSHFLHV�LQ����������LQ�
�����DQG����LQ������

7DEOH���VKRZV�WKH�VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK�PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKH�WRWDO�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�ZHUH�QHVWOLQJV���
There is a welcome appearance of Common Gull which has not been ringed in the county since 
������7KLV�VSHFLHV�LV�D�YHU\�FRPPRQ�ZLQWHU�YLVLWRU�DQG�SDVVDJH�PLJUDQW�EXW�VFDUFH�LQ�VXPPHU��,W�
EUHG�LQ�6XVVH[�XQWLO������DQG�EUHHGLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�DWWHPSWHG�DJDLQ�VLQFH�������7KHVH�DUH�WKH�¿UVW�
nestlings to have been ringed. Welcome, too, is the return of Avocet to this list which has not 
EHHQ�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������DQG�WKLV�EULQJV�WKH�FRXQW\�WRWDO�WR����VLQFH�������7KH�QXPEHU�
RI�%ODFN�KHDGHG�*XOO�QHVWOLQJV�ULQJHG�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�WRWDO�RI�VHYHQ�
ULQJHG�LQ�������7KH�ELUGV�DUH�RQO\�ULQJHG�E\�5%5*�ZKHQ�WKH\�QHVW�RQ�PRUH�DFFHVVLEOH�UDIWV�DQG�
the numbers depend on which rafts the birds choose in a particular year. 

7UHH�6SDUURZ�LV�QHZ�WR�WKLV�OLVW�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�5LFKDUG�%ODFN��VHH�
EHORZ���$EVHQFHV�IURP�WKH� OLVW�FRPSDUHG� WR�UHFHQW�\HDUV� LQFOXGH��+HUULQJ�*XOO��/HVVHU�%ODFN�
EDFNHG�*XOO�DQG�6WRQH�FXUOHZ���WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�ZKLFK�DUH�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH���DQG�*UH\�+HURQ�
because the sites targeted by Sam Bayley (who has ringed most of these birds in recent years) 
ZHUH�ÀRRGHG�

Particular mention should be made of concentrated efforts by certain groups and individuals 
to ring nestlings. These include:
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�� 5%5*�� ���� QHVWOLQJV� RI� ��� VSHFLHV� LQFOXGLQJ� WKUHH� &RPPRQ� %X]]DUGV�� ��� .HVWUHOV��

WZR�$YRFHWV��IRXU�2\VWHUFDWFKHUV��WZR�/DSZLQJV�����%ODFN�KHDGHG�*XOOV��WZR�&RPPRQ�
*XOOV��WZR�&RPPRQ�7HUQV�����%DUQ�2ZOV�DQG�RQH�7DZQ\�2ZO��DQG�FOXWFKHV�RI�¿YH�5HHG�
:DUEOHUV��IRXU�/HVVHU�:KLWHWKURDWV��VHYHQ�0DUVK�7LWV�DQG�¿YH�/LQQHWV�

�� 5HJ�/DQDZD\������QHVWOLQJV�RI� WHQ�VSHFLHV� LQFOXGLQJ�WHQ�.HVWUHOV�����%DUQ�2ZOV������
%DUQ�6ZDOORZV��IRXU�*UH\�:DJWDLOV�DQG����3LHG�:KLWH�:DJWDLOV�

�� %DUULH�:DWVRQ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV������QHVWOLQJV�RI�HLJKW�VSHFLHV�LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�.HVWUHO��QLQH�
6WRFN�'RYHV������%DUQ�2ZOV�DQG�VHYHQ�0DUVK�7LWV�

7DEOH��� 1HVWOLQJV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ������ZKLFK�QXPEHU�PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKH�WRWDO�ULQJHG�
for that species. Birds of conservation concern are marked as: **red-listed; *amber-listed.

^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ dŽƚĂů�ƌŝŶŐĞĚ EĞƐƚůŝŶŐƐ�ƌŝŶŐĞĚ WĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŶĞƐƚůŝŶŐƐ
WĞƌĞŐƌŝŶĞ 9 9 100
KǇƐƚĞƌĐĂƚĐŚĞƌΎ 4 4 100
�ǀŽĐĞƚΎ 2 2 100
�ůĂĐŬͲŚĞĂĚĞĚ�'ƵůůΎ 36 36 100
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�'ƵůůΎ 2 2 100
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�dĞƌŶΎ 8 8 100
dƌĞĞ�̂ ƉĂƌƌŽǁΎΎ 72 70 97
�ĂƌŶ�KǁůΎ 319 286 90
<ĞƐƚƌĞůΎ 36 28 78
�ŽŵŵŽŶ��ƵǌǌĂƌĚ 4 3 75
dĂǁŶǇ�Kǁů� 10 7 70
'ƌĞǇ�tĂŐƚĂŝůΎ 8 4 50
^ƚŽĐŬ��ŽǀĞΎ 38 16 42

Colour-ringing projects
Peregrines�$�3HUHJULQH�FRORXU�ULQJLQJ�SURMHFW��VWXG\LQJ�GLVSHUVDO�DQG�VXUYLYDO�UDWHV��KDV�EHHQ�

UXQ�LQ�6XVVH[�E\�*UDKDP�5REHUWV��-RQ�)UDQNOLQ�DQG�3KLO�(YHULWW�VLQFH�������$OO�\RXQJ�IURP�WKH�
626�QHVWER[HV�RQ�6XVVH[�+HLJKWV�DSDUWPHQW�EORFN�LQ�%ULJKWRQ�����FKLFNV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKUHH�ULQJHG�
LQ�������DQG�&KLFKHVWHU�&DWKHGUDO� ����FKLFNV� LQFOXGLQJ� IRXU� ULQJHG� LQ�������KDYH�EHHQ�¿WWHG�
ZLWK�LQGLYLGXDOO\�UHFRJQLVDEOH�FRORXU�ULQJV��&KLFNV�DW�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�H\ULHV�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�FRORXU�
ULQJHG��0RVW�KDYH�GLVSHUVHG�ZLWKLQ�VRXWK�HDVW�(QJODQG��DV�IDU�D¿HOG�DV�(VVH[��/RQGRQ��6XUUH\�
DQG�+DPSVKLUH��ZKHUH�VRPH�DUH�QRZ�EUHHGLQJ��0DOH�³%ODFN���´��ULQJHG�DV�D�FKLFN�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�
&DWKHGUDO�LQ�0D\�������KDV�EUHG�DW�6XVVH[�+HLJKWV�VLQFH�������ZKHUH�KH�UDLVHG�WKUHH�\RXQJ�LQ�
������)HPDOH�³%ODFN���´��ULQJHG�LQ�0D\������IURP�WKH�YHU\�¿UVW�EURRG�DW�&KLFKHVWHU�&DWKHGUDO��
KDV�EUHG�DQQXDOO\�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������DQG�ÀHGJHG�WKUHH�\RXQJ�LQ�������6HYHUDO�ELUGV�KDYH�GLHG�
DIWHU�KLWWLQJ�SRZHU�OLQHV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�LQ�&DPEULGJH��'HWDLOV�RI�DOO�VLJKWLQJV�RI�FRORXU�ULQJHG�
3HUHJULQHV�VKRXOG�EH�VHQW�WR�*UDKDP�5REHUWV��*UDKDP�&�0�5REHUWV#EWLQWHUQHW�FRP��

Tree Sparrows�7UHH�6SDUURZV�GHFOLQHG�E\�����EHWZHHQ������DQG�������:KLOH�QXPEHUV�KDYH�
stabilised and even recovered slightly in some parts of the country the species has continued to 
GHFOLQH� LQ�VRXWK�HDVW�(QJODQG��7KH�563%�� LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK� WKH�6XVVH[�:LOGOLIH�7UXVW��.HQW�
:LOGOLIH�7UXVW�DQG�1DWXUDO�(QJODQG��KDV�EHJXQ�D�7UHH�6SDUURZ�UHFRYHU\�SURMHFW�OHG�E\�5LFKDUG�
%ODFN� LQ� VRXWK�HDVW� (QJODG�� 7KH� SURMHFW� FRQFHQWUDWHV� RQ� WZR� SRSXODWLRQ� VWURQJKROGV� RI� 7UHH�
6SDUURZV�LQ�VRXWK�HDVW�(QJODQG��3HYHQVH\�/HYHOV��LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[��DQG�5RPQH\�0DUVK��LQ�.HQW�
DQG�(DVW�6XVVH[���7KH� ORQJ�WHUP�DLP� LV� WR�KHOS� WKH�7UHH�6SDUURZ�SRSXODWLRQ� VSUHDG�RXW� IURP�
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these core areas by providing new areas with suitable winter food, summer food and, particularly, 
QHVW�VLWHV��1HVW�ER[HV�DQG�IHHGLQJ�VWDWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�VHW�XS�DW�ERWK�VLWHV��7KH�ULQJLQJ�HIIRUW�KDV�
WZR�VWUDQGV��7KH�¿UVW�RI� WKHVH� LV�PHWDO� ULQJLQJ�RI�SXOOL�GXULQJ� WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�ZKLFK�ZDV�
GRQH� LQ�������7KH�SODQ� LV�DOVR� WR�FRORXU�ULQJ�DGXOWV� LQ�������(DFK�ELUG�ZLOO�KDYH�D�GDUN�EOXH�
FRORXU�ULQJ�ZLWK�WZR�OHWWHUV�RQ�WKHLU�ULJKW�OHJ��DQG�D�%72�PHWDO�ULQJ�RQ�WKH�OHIW�OHJ���7KH�ULQJLQJ�
will enable the team to establish the stage or stages of the life cycle that are most affected by 
HQYLURQPHQWDO�FKDQJH��DQG�ZLOO�SRWHQWLDOO\�EHQH¿W�ZLGHU�7UHH�6SDUURZ�UHFRYHU\�DV�ZHOO�DV�7UHH�
6SDUURZV�LQ��VRXWK�HDVW�(QJODQG��,Q������WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�QHVW�ER[HV�DW�3HYHQVH\�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�
PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�UHVHUYH��GHVSLWH�WKH�GUHDGIXO�ZHDWKHU��ZLWK����
\RXQJVWHUV� VXFFHVVIXOO\�ÀHGJLQJ��2QH�RI� WKHVH�ZDV� VXEVHTXHQWO\� UH�WUDSSHG� DW�6DQGZLFK�%D\�
LQ�.HQW�KDYLQJ�WUDYHOOHG����NP�LQ�����GD\V��DQ�XQXVXDO�GLVSHUVDO�GLVWDQFH�IRU�7UHH�6SDUURZV��$�
further four of those chicks are known to have been recruited into the Pevensey population. The 
�����ULQJLQJ�UHSRUW�ZLOO�UHÀHFW�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�UHVXOWV�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW��'HWDLOV�RI�DOO�VLJKWLQJV�RI�
ULQJHG�7UHH�6SDUURZV�VKRXOG�EH�VHQW�WR�5LFKDUG�%ODFN��5LFKDUG�%ODFN�#UVSE�RUJ�XN���

Recoveries
Listed below are a selection of the more interesting recoveries of ringed birds which were 

UHSRUWHG�LQ�������7KH\�LQFOXGH�D�IHZ�ODWH�UHSRUWV�IURP�HDUOLHU�\HDUV��%RWK�PHWDO�DQG�FRORXU�ULQJHG�
ELUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�E\�ULQJHUV�DQG�QRQ�ULQJHUV�DQG�DOO�DUH�WKDQNHG�IRU�WKHLU�FRQWULEXWLRQV�

Most recoveries of Gannets�LQ�6XVVH[�DUH�RI�ELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�WKH�&KDQQHO�,VODQGV��7KLUW\�VXFK�
ELUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�VLQFH�UHFRUGV�EHJDQ�LQ�������2QH�ZDV�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�������,W�ZDV�ULQJHG�
DV�D�QHVWOLQJ�RQ�$OGHUQH\�RQ����-XQ������DQG�IRXQG�GHDG�DW�+RYH�RQ���-XO�������7KH�&KDQQHO�
,VODQGV� FRQWDLQ� WKH�QHDUHVW� EUHHGLQJ� FRORQ\�RI�*DQQHWV� WR�6XVVH[� DURXQG�����NP�DZD\�� VR� LW�
LV�SHUKDSV� WR�EH� H[SHFWHG� WKDW�ELUGV� IURP� WKLV� FRORQ\�DUH� UHJXODUO\� VHHQ�RII� WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW���
3HUKDSV�PRUH�VXUSULVLQJ�DUH�WKH�UHJXODU�UHFRYHULHV��DOWKRXJK�QRW�LQ�������RI�ELUGV�IURP�EUHHGLQJ�
FRORQLHV�LQ�/RWKLDQ��6FRWODQG�ZKLFK�DUH�����NP�DZD\�

A Cormorant�ULQJHG�DV�D�QHVWOLQJ�LQ�'HQPDUN�RQ���-XQ������ZDV�IRXQG�GHDG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�
RQ����-DQ������KDYLQJ�WUDYHOOHG�����NP��7KLV�UHLQIRUFHV�D�SDWWHUQ�UHPDUNHG�RQ�E\�:HUQKDP�et 

al���������ZKHUHE\�PRVW�&RUPRUDQWV�ULQJHG�LQ�FRQWLQHQWDO�(XURSH�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�UHFRYHUHG�
in Britain and Ireland have been ringed during the breeding season, mainly as nestlings, and 
UHFRYHUHG�DV� LPPDWXUHV� LQ�VRXWK�HDVW�(QJODQG�RXWVLGH� WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��7KHVH�ELUGV�PLJKW�
return to the breeding colony to breed or continue inland to form new inland breeding colonies.

,Q������WZR�Honey-buzzards�ULQJHG�DV�QHVWOLQJV�LQ�6XVVH[�ZHUH�IRXQG�IUHVKO\�GHDG�LQ�)UDQFH��
2QH�IHPDOH��ULQJHG�RQ���$XJ�������ZDV�IRXQG�DW�6HLQH�HW�2LVH�RQ����-XO�������WKH�RWKHU�ELUG��
ULQJHG�RQ����$XJ�������ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�+DXWH�*DURQQH�RQ����-XQ�������7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�ODWH�UHSRUWV�
RI�ROGHU�ELUGV�FRORXU�ULQJHG�DV�QHVWOLQJV�LQ�6XVVH[�ZKLFK�ZHUH�VLJKWHG�MXVW����DQG����NP�DZD\�
IURP�WKH�VLWHV�ZKHUH�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�ULQJHG��2QH��ULQJHG�RQ����$XJ�������ZDV�VLJKWHG�QHDUO\�VL[�
\HDUV� ODWHU�RQ����-XO������LQ�6XUUH\��7KH�RWKHU�� ULQJHG�RQ���$XJ�������ZDV�VLJKWHG�LQ�6XVVH[�
DOPRVW����\HDUV�ODWHU�RQ����-XO�������7KLV�LV�QRW�IDU�RII�WKH�ORQJHYLW\�UHFRUG�RI����\HDUV�DQG����
GD\V��$V�ULQJLQJ�UHFRUGV�VXJJHVW�WKHVH�PLJUDQWV�DUULYH�DW�WKHLU�EUHHGLQJ�JURXQGV�IURP�PLG�0D\�
DQG�OHDYH�IURP�PLG�$XJXVW�RQH�PLJKW�DVVXPH�WKHVH�ELUGV�DUH�QRW�RQ�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�WKDW�VRPH�
UHWXUQ�WR�EUHHGLQJ�JURXQGV�LQ�6XVVH[�ZKHUHDV�RWKHUV�IDYRXU�QHZ�EUHHGLQJ�JURXQGV�IXUWKHU�VRXWK�

A Red Kite� ZLWK� D� ZLQJ�WDJ� ¿WWHG� DV� D� QHVWOLQJ� LQ� +DPSVKLUH� LQ� -XQH� �����ZDV� VHHQ� LQ�
'RGGLQJWRQ��.HQW��LQ�0DUFK������DQG�DJDLQ�QHDU�%XUSKDP��6XVVH[��LQ�-XO\�������7KLV�UHLQIRUFHV�
the wandering nature of immature birds of this species.

Two Merlins�ULQJHG�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\�DV�QHVWOLQJV�DW�GLIIHUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�LQ�'XUKDP�RQ����-XQ�
�����ZHUH�ERWK�FDXJKW�E\�ULQJHUV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�ODWHU��$�IHPDOH�ZDV�UHFRYHUHG�RQ�
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��6HS�DQG�D�PDOH�RQ���1RY��2QO\�¿YH�0HUOLQV�KDYH�SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�6XVVH[��IRXU�
ringed in the north of Britain and one ringed in Iceland.

7KHUH�ZHUH�ODWH�UHSRUWV�RI�VLJKWLQJV�RI�D�FRORXU�ULQJHG�Sanderling DW�*RULQJ�*DS�RQ����)HE�
�����DQG�DJDLQ�DW�+D\OLQJ�,VODQG�RQ����6HS�������7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�UHSRUWHG�UHFRYHU\�RI�D�ULQJHG�
6DQGHUOLQJ�LQ�6XVVH[��5HFRYHULHV�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�%ULWDLQ�DQG�,UHODQG�RI�IRUHLJQ�ULQJHG�ELUGV�RI�WKLV�
VSHFLHV�DUH�PRVWO\�IURP�,FHODQG�DQG�1RUZD\�DQG�WKLV�ELUG�ZDV�ULQJHG�LQ�,FHODQG�RQ���0D\������

There have been several reports of Dunlins in past years which were ringed in northern Europe 
DQG�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�6XVVH[��+RZHYHU��WKH�¿UVW��ODWH��UHSRUW�RI�D�ELUG�ULQJHG�LQ�3RUWXJDO�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�������7KLV�ELUG�ZDV�ULQJHG�LQ�6HWXEDO�RQ����6HS������DQG�FDXJKW�E\�ULQJHUV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�
��$XJ������

Only three Common Snipe�ZHUH�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�������WZR�E\�5%5*��VR�LW�ZDV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
WR�VHH�RQH�ZKLFK�KDG�KDWFKHG�LQ������ULQJHG�LQ�*O\QH�*DS�RQ���-DQ�DQG�UHWUDSSHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�VLWH�
WKUHH�ZHHNV�ODWHU�RQ����-DQ��&RPPRQ�6QLSH�DUH�KLJKO\�PLJUDWRU\��PRYLQJ�VRXWK�LQ�WKH�ZLQWHU���
Birds which breed in the south of England tend to move to the continent, even as far as Africa 
(Wernham et al. �������VR�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKLV�ELUG�KDG�EUHG�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�(QJODQG�RU�HYHQ�,FHODQG��
6FDQGLQDYLD�RU�5XVVLD�DQG�KDG�PRYHG�WR�VXQQ\�6XVVH[�WR�DYRLG�WKH�KDUVKHU�ZLQWHUV�IXUWKHU�QRUWK�

There was a late report of a Black-headed Gull� VHHQ� LQ� 'RUVHW� DQG� 'HQPDUN� LQ� �������
2ULJLQDOO\�ULQJHG�DW�:RUWKLQJ�LQ������WKLV�ELUG�KDV�EHHQ�FRORXU�ULQJ�UH�VLJKWHG����WLPHV�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG�������,W�KDV�VSHQW�ZLQWHUV��XVXDOO\�VHHQ�LQ�'HFHPEHU�DQG�-DQXDU\��DW�5DGLSROH�/DNH�LQ�
Dorset and summers (usually seen between March and September) on the continent in Denmark, 
Germany and The Netherlands.

There was a marked increase in the number of recoveries of Mediterranean Gulls with a 
WRWDO�RI�����UHSRUWHG�LQ������FRPSDUHG�WR����LQ�������7KH�WRWDO�UHFRYHULHV�IRU������LV�����RI�WKH�
WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�UHFRYHULHV�UHSRUWHG�VLQFH�������$OO�WKHVH�ELUGV�RULJLQDWHG�LQ�(XURSH�DV�VKRZQ�LQ�
7DEOH����0RVW�RI�WKHVH�ELUGV�ZHUH�UH�VLJKWHG�E\�5%5*��DOWKRXJK�VHYHUDO�VLJKWLQJV�RI�ULQJHG�ELUGV�
were reported on the SOS website during the course of the year. An individual originally ringed 
LQ�%HOJLXP�RQ���-XQ������KDV�EHHQ�UH�VLJKWHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�VLWH�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�LQ������������������
DQG�DJDLQ�RQ���$SU�������7KH�UHFHQW�FRORQLVDWLRQ�RI�6XVVH[�E\�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�GHWDLOHG�LQ�D�SDSHU�
LQ�WKH������6XVVH[�%LUG�5HSRUW��<DWHV�DQG�-RQHV��������DQG�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�UHFRYHULHV�LQ������LV�
consistent with this trend.

Table 7. Sussex recoveries of Mediterranean Gulls showing countries of origin.

WŽůĂŶĚ 'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ EĞƚŚĞƌůĂŶĚƐ �ĞůŐŝƵŵ &ƌĂŶĐĞ ,ƵŶŐĂƌǇ dŽƚĂů
ZĞĐŽǀĞƌŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϮ 1 14 12 37 53 19 136
dŽƚĂů�ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌŝĞƐ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ϭϵϳϵ 3 27 48 153 117 38 386

7KHUH�DUH�RQO\�DERXW����DFFHSWHG�UHFRUGV�RI�Caspian Gull�EHLQJ�VLJKWHG�LQ�6XVVH[�VR�LW� LV�
DPD]LQJ� WKDW� WKUHH�RI� WKRVH�ELUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�FRORXU�ULQJHG�DQG� WKDW� WZR�RI� WKRVH�ZHUH�VHHQ� LQ�
������$OO�WKUHH�ELUGV�ZHUH�ULQJHG�LQ�3RODQG��2I�WKH������ELUGV�WKH�¿UVW�ZDV�VHHQ�DW�([FHDW�LQ�WKH�
&XFNPHUH�9DOOH\�RQ����'HF�������,W�ZDV�D�PDOH�ULQJHG�QHDU�.UDNRZ�RQ����$SU�������VHHQ�ODWHU�
WKDW�\HDU�DW�:HVVHP�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ���$XJ�DQG�DW�QHDUE\�0DDVEUDFKW��%XQNHUKDYHQ�RQ����
DQG����$XJ�������7KH�VHFRQG�ELUG�ZDV�ULQJHG�DW�3DF]RZ�DQG�VHHQ�DW�1HZKDYHQ�+DUERXU�RQ���'HF�
�����DQG�DJDLQ�RQ����'HF������DW�5\H�+DUERXU��

Barn Owls GR�QRW�XVXDOO\�PRYH�PRUH�WKDQ����NP�EXW�WKUHH�RI�WKH�ELUGV�UHFRYHUHG�KDG�PRYHG�
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�JUHDWHU�GLVWDQFHV��$OO�WKUHH�ZHUH�IHPDOHV�ULQJHG�DV�QHVWOLQJV��2QH�ZDV�ULQJHG�QHDU�
/HZHV�RQ���-XO������ZDV�IRXQG�IUHVKO\�GHDG��KLW�E\�D�FDU������NP�DZD\�DW�:DUPLQVWHU��:LOWVKLUH��
RQ����0DU�������$QRWKHU�ULQJHG�RQ����-XO������QHDU�%LOOLQJVKXUVW�ZDV�UHFRYHUHG�HLJKW�PRQWKV�
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ODWHU����NP�DZD\�LQ�6ZLQGRQ��DJDLQ�GHDG�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�EHLQJ�KLW�E\�D�FDU��$�WKLUG��ULQJHG�QHDU�
6OLQGRQ�RQ����-XO�������ZDV�IRXQG�IUHVKO\�GHDG����NP�DZD\�LQ�.HQW�RQ����6HS�������+RZHYHU��
WKHVH�DSSDUHQW�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�PRYHPHQWV�VKRXOG�EH�YLHZHG�FDXWLRXVO\��7KH�¿UVW�WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�
UHSRUWHG�DV�URDG�WUDI¿F�DFFLGHQWV�DQG�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�WUDQVSRUWHG�DIWHU�EHLQJ�KLW�

No individual Goldcrest or Firecrest ringed in Britain and Ireland has been recovered more 
WKDQ�WKUHH�\HDUV�VLQFH�ULQJLQJ��7KHVH�ELUGV�PD\�QRW�EH�ORQJ�OLYHG�EXW�WKH\�FDQ�WUDYHO�FRQVLGHUDEOH�
GLVWDQFHV��$�¿UVW�\HDU�PDOH�*ROGFUHVW�ZDV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�RQ����6HS������DQG�IRXQG�IUHVKO\�
GHDG�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU�DQG�����NP�DZD\�LQ�7KH�1HWKHUODQGV��$�)LUHFUHVW�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�RQ����6HSW�
�����ZDV�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU����GD\V�ODWHU�DQG�����NP�DZD\�DW�/DQG¶V�(QG�LQ�&RUQZDOO��

It is common for Sand Martins�ZKLFK�ZHUH�ULQJHG�LQ�6FRWODQG�LQ�-XQH�WR�HDUO\�6HSWHPEHU�
WR�EH�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�6XVVH[�RQ�WKHLU�MRXUQH\�VRXWK��PRVWO\�LQ�6HSWHPEHU��6HYHUDO�DUH�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�
France, Spain, Germany, The Netherlands and the Channel Islands either as they make their way 
VRXWKZDUGV�RU�ZKHQ�WKH\�UHWXUQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VSULQJ��/RRNLQJ�DW�WKH������UHFRUGV�PRVW�DUH�¿UVW��
RU�VHFRQG�\HDU�ELUGV��RFFDVLRQDOO\�LQ�WKHLU�WKLUG�\HDU��7KH�ORQJHYLW\�UHFRUG�VKRZQ�RQ�WKH�%72�
ZHEVLWH�LV�QHDUO\�HLJKW�\HDUV��7KH�IDVWHVW�MRXUQH\�UHFRUGHG�LQ������ZDV�E\�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�ULQJHG�
DW�,QFKWXUH�LQ�6FRWODQG�RQ���6HS������DQG�FDXJKW�E\�ULQJHUV�HLJKW�GD\V�ODWHU�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�KDYLQJ�
WUDYHOOHG�����NP��DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�������NP�SHU�GD\��

Wood Warbler� LV�D�VSHFLHV�UDUHO\�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�6XVVH[��$Q�LQGLYLGXDO�ULQJHG�LQ�6KURSVKLUH�
RQ����-XQ������ZDV�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU����GD\V�ODWHU�RQ���$XJ�DW�3HWW�/HYHO��$OO�¿YH�SUHYLRXV�
recoveries are detailed on the BTO website.

Four Chiffchaffs� ULQJHG� DW� 3HWW� /HYHO�ZHUH� UHFRYHUHG� LQ�(XURSH�� WZR� �ULQJHG� LQ� ������ LQ�
)UDQFH�DQG�WZR��ULQJHG�LQ�������LQ�6SDLQ��7KH�ORQJHVW�UHFRUGHG�MRXUQH\�ZDV�RI�D�ELUG�ULQJHG�DW�
3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����6HS������DQG�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU�RQ����-DQ������������NP�DZD\�LQ�'MRXGM�LQ�
6HQHJDO��3UHYLRXVO\�HLJKW�&KLIIFKDIIV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFRYHUHG�E\�ULQJHUV�LQ�6HQHJDO�
DQG�RQH�ULQJHG�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�IRXQG�EDFN�LQ�6XVVH[��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�VWHPPHG�
IURP�ZRUN�WR�VHW�XS�D�ULQJLQJ�VLWH�LQ�'MRXGM��$QRWKHU�LQWHUHVWLQJ�UHFRYHU\�ZDV�RI�D�ELUG�ULQJHG�RQ�
��6HS������DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU�H[DFWO\�RQH�\HDU�DQG�WKUHH�GD\V�ODWHU������NP�GXH�
west of that location at Blashford Lakes in Hampshire. Either it had found new breeding grounds 
LQ������RU�ZDV�IROORZLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQW�URXWH�VRXWK�IURP�EUHHGLQJ�JURXQGV�IXUWKHU�QRUWK�

Several Willow Warblers�ZHUH� UHFRYHUHG� LQ� 6XVVH[�ZKLOH�PRYLQJ� VRXWK� RQ� WKHLU� DXWXPQ�
PLJUDWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��RQH�MXYHQLOH�ULQJHG�RQ���-XO�DW�,QVK�LQ�6FRWODQG�ZDV�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU�
����NP�IXUWKHU�VRXWK�DW�/LWOLQJWRQ�RQ���6HS��DQG�DQRWKHU�¿UVW�\HDU�ELUG�ULQJHG�LQ�7D\VLGH�RQ����
$XJ�ZDV�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU��DJDLQ�DW�/LWOLQJWRQ������NP�DZD\�����GD\V�ODWHU�RQ����$XJ��$�ELUG�
ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-XQ�ZDV�IRXQG�GHDG������NP�DZD\�LQ�3RUWXJDO�RQ����6HS��

Several Blackcaps� ULQJHG� LQ� 6XVVH[� ZHUH� UHFRYHUHG� RQ� VRXWKZDUG� DXWXPQ� PLJUDWLRQ� WR�
locations in France, Gibraltar and Algeria and returning in spring to locations in Yorkshire, 
Northumberland and Isle of Man. Some birds, however, show movements to and from eastward 
locations in the Netherlands and Belgium and some of those birds may represent the relatively new 
population of birds which breed in Europe and move westwards to winter in Britain (Wernham et 

al. �������2QH�ODWH�UHSRUWHG�ELUG��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZDV�ULQJHG�LQ�9OLHODQG��7KH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ����6HS�
�����DQG�FDXJKW�E\�ULQJHUV�RQH�\HDU�DQG�RQH�PRQWK�ODWHU�LQ�6XVVH[�RQ����2FW������

$�&KULVWPDV�YLVLWRU�ZDV�D�FRORXU�ULQJHG�Waxwing�ZKLFK�ZDV�VLJKWHG�DW�/HZHV�RQ�%R[LQJ�
'D\��,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�D�JURXS�RI�:D[ZLQJV�ULQJHG�DW�1HZWRZQ�&ROOHJH�LQ�3RZ\V�LQ�ODWH�1RYHPEHU�
HDUO\�'HFHPEHU��%LUGV�IURP�WKLV�JURXS�ZHUH�VXEVHTXHQWO\�UHSRUWHG�WR�KDYH�GLVSHUVHG�ZLGHO\�LQ�
Britain from Leeds in the north, Shankill in the west, Lewes in the south and various locations in 
between (midwalesringers.blogspot.co.uk).
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Waxwing, Lewes, December 2012 (Phil Winter)
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A Lesser Whitethroat�ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���6HS������ZDV�UHFDSWXUHG�E\�D�ULQJHU������

NP� DZD\� LQ�(LODW�� ,VUDHO� RQ� ���0DU� ������ SUREDEO\� RQ� LWV� QRUWKHUO\�PLJUDWLRQ� URXWH� IURP� LWV�
ZLQWHULQJ�JURXQGV�LQ�(DVW�$IULFD��7KLV�¿WV�ZHOO�ZLWK�WKH�NQRZQ�PLJUDWLRQ�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�
(Wernham et al��������

A Common Whitethroat�ULQJHG�DW�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ����6HS������ZDV�UHFRYHUHG�DW�&HUL]D\��
)UDQFH�RQ����6HS��,W�ZDV�IUHVKO\�GHDG��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�KLW�E\�D�FDU��DQG�KDG�WUDYHOOHG�����NP�LQ�IRXU�
days.

The number of Sedge Warblers�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�DQG�UHFRYHUHG�DEURDG�LQ�����������ZDV�OHVV�
WKDQ�KDOI�WKH������WRWDO��������$V�EHIRUH��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\������ZHUH�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�)UDQFH��2QH�
was recovered in the Channel Islands, one in Spain and one in The Netherlands. No birds ringed 
DEURDG�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ������FRPSDUHG�WR����LQ�������LQFOXGLQJ�D�ODWH�UHSRUW�RI�D�ELUG�
ULQJHG�LQ�0DXULWDQLD�LQ��������$�QXPEHU�ZHUH�UHFRYHUHG�RQ�WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�VRXWK�
from locations in Scotland and Wales.

Marsh Warblers�DUH�UDUHO\�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�����VLQFH�������DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�UDUHO\�UHFRYHUHG�
VR�LW�LV�QRWDEOH�WKDW�D�ELUG�ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ����-XO������ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[�RQ���-XQ�
������7KH�ULQJ�ZDV�UHDG�RQ�WKH�OLYH�ELUG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��$OWKRXJK�WKH�ULQJ�ZDV�RQO\�UHDG�LQ�������
what is assumed to be the same bird (with a ring on the right leg) has returned to the same site 
HDFK�\HDU�VLQFH�������7KH�PLQLPXP�DJH�RI� WKLV�ELUG�DW�DOPRVW�VL[�\HDUV�ROG� LV�QRW� IDU�RII� WKH�
ORQJHYLW\�UHFRUG�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�RI���\HDUV����PRQWKV�DQG����GD\V��:KHQ�WKH�ELUG�ZDV�ULQJHG�LW�
ZDV�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�KDWFKHG�EHIRUH������EXW�WKH�H[DFW�\HDU�ZDV�XQNQRZQ�

There were 23 recoveries of Reed Warblers either ringed or recovered abroad involving four 
other countries: France, Spain, Portugal and The Netherlands. The bird ringed in Portugal was 
RQO\�WKH�IRXUWK�ELUG�WR�EH�ULQJHG�LQ�WKDW�FRXQWU\�DQG�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�6XVVH[��+RZHYHU��SHUKDSV�WKH�
PRVW�QRWDEOH� UHFRYHU\�� EHFDXVH� LW� VKRZV� VLWH�¿GHOLW\��ZDV�RI� D�PDOH� ULQJHG� LQ� LWV�¿UVW� \HDU� LQ�
6XVVH[�RQ���6HS������DQG�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU�DW�*UHDW�0HDGRZ�3RQG�LQ�:LQGVRU�LQ�-XQH�������
-XO\�������0D\������DQG�DJDLQ�LQ�0D\�������7KLV�ELUG�KDV�VXUYLYHG�ORQJHU�WKDQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�OLIH�
H[SHFWDQF\�RI�WKUHH�\HDUV�EXW�KDV�D�ZD\�WR�JR�EHIRUH�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�ORQJHYLW\�UHFRUG�RI�QHDUO\����
years.

Blackbirds�DUH�PDLQO\�VHGHQWDU\�ZLWK�RQO\����PRYLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ����NP�IURP�WKHLU�EUHHGLQJ�
site (Wernham et al. �������6RPH�ELUGV��KRZHYHU��PRYH�WR�DQG�IURP�WKH�FRQWLQHQW��,Q������WZR�
%ODFNELUGV�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�ZHUH�UHFRYHUHG�RQ�WKH�FRQWLQHQW��D�PDOH�ELUG�ULQJHG�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ�
���2FW������ZDV�IRXQG�GHDG�RQ����0D\�����������NP�DZD\�DW�$XEU\�'X�+DLQDXOW�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�
)UDQFH��DQRWKHU�ULQJHG�RQ���1RY������ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�0XQVWHU��*HUPDQ\������NP�DZD\��RQ����0D\�
������$�WKLUG�ELUG�ULQJHG�DV�D�¿UVW�\HDU�IHPDOH�LQ�7KH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ����2FW������ZDV�FDXJKW�
E\�D�ULQJHU�LQ�:DUQKDP�RQ����-DQ�������7KLV�ELUG�LV�ORQJHU�OLYHG�WKDQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�OLIHVSDQ�RI�����
\HDUV�EXW�LV�FRQVLGHUDEO\�\RXQJHU�WKDQ�WKH�UHFRUG�RI�RYHU����\HDUV�

Of the other thrushes a Song Thrush ULQJHG�RQ����1RY������ZDV�IRXQG�IUHVKO\�GHDG�RYHU�IRXU�
\HDUV�ODWHU�MXVW���NP�DZD\�DW�1RUWKLDP�RQ����0DU�������DQG�D�Redwing ringed at Cissbury Ring 
QHDU�:RUWKLQJ�RQ���1RY������ZDV�IRXQG�RQ����)HE������KDYLQJ�MXVW�EHHQ�VKRW�LQ�3RUWXJDO��7KLV�
LV�RQO\�WKH�WKLUG�5HGZLQJ�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�WR�EH�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�3RUWXJDO�

There were three notable recoveries of Robins��7KH�¿UVW�ZDV�ULQJHG�DV�D�MXYHQLOH�RQ���-XO������
DW�3HWW�/HYHO�DQG�IRXQG�RQ����'HF������MXVW���NP�DZD\��$W���\HDUV�DQG���PRQWKV�LW�ZDV�QRW�IDU�RII�
WKH�ORQJHYLW\�UHFRUG�RI���\HDUV�PRQWKV����GD\V�VHW�LQ�������7KH�RWKHU�WZR�ELUGV�ZHUH�IURP�7KH�
1HWKHUODQGV�DQG�IRXQG�IUHVKO\�GHDG�IURP�LQMXULHV��$�¿UVW�\HDU�ELUG�ULQJHG�WKHUH�RQ����6HS������
ZDV�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�%X[WHG�WKUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�PRQWKV�ODWHU�RQ����-DQ��7KH�RWKHU�ZDV�ULQJHG�RQ����2FW�
�����DQG�IRXQG�MXVW�¿YH�GD\V�ODWHU�RQ����2FW�DW�%RJQRU�5HJLV��
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House Sparrow is known as a sedentary species so a notable recovery was of an individual 
ULQJHG�DV�D� MXYHQLOH�PDOH�RQ���-XQ������ LQ�.LOQVHD��(DVW�<RUNVKLUH�DQG� UHWUDSSHG�E\�D� ULQJHU�
����NP�DZD\�DW�/RZHU�'LFNHU�LQ�+DLOVKDP�RQ���$SU�������7KLV�GLVWDQFH�UHFRUG�KDV�RQO\�EHHQ�
H[FHHGHG�FRXQWU\ZLGH�RQ�WZR�RFFDVLRQV�VLQFH�������:HUQKDP�et al���������QRWH�WKDW��W\SLFDOO\��LW�
LV�¿UVW�\HDU�ELUGV�ZKLFK�PRYH�WKHVH�ORQJ�GLVWDQFHV��DV�RQFH�WKH\�KDYH�EUHG�WKH\�UHPDLQ�IDLWKIXO�WR�
the largely sedentary breeding colony for life.

A male Rock Pipit�FRORXU�ULQJHG�DW�*LVNH��1RUZD\�RQ����0DU������ZDV�VHHQ�DW�:RUWKLQJ�RQ�
���1RY�������7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�HYHU�6XVVH[�UHFRYHU\�RI�D�5RFN�3LSLW�ULQJHG�LQ�1RUZD\��DQG�RQO\�WKH�
WKLUG�6XVVH[�UHFRYHU\�RI�WKLV�VSHFLHV�ULQJHG�DEURDG��WKH�RWKHU�WZR�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�ULQJHG�LQ�6ZHGHQ����

$�QRWDEOH�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�MRXUQH\�LV�WKDW�RI�D�IHPDOH�*ROG¿QFK�ULQJHG�RQ����2FW������DW�3HWW�
/HYHO�DQG�FDXJKW�E\�D�ULQJHU�����NP�DZD\�QHDU�'XQGHH�RQ����0D\�������-XVW�RQH�Siskin ringed 
LQ�6XVVH[�ZDV�UHFRYHUHG�DEURDG��$Q�DGXOW�IHPDOH�ULQJHG�DW�(DVW�*ULQVWHDG�RQ����)HE������ZDV�
IRXQG�ORQJ�GHDG�LQ�-\OODQG��'HQPDUN�RQ����-XQ��������

A total of ten Lesser Redpolls�ULQJHG�LQ�6XVVH[�ZHUH�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�(XURSH�GXULQJ�������RQH�
LQ�'HQPDUN��WKH�¿UVW�UHFRUG���RQH�LQ�7KH�1HWKHUODQGV��WKH�VHFRQG�UHFRUG��DQG�HLJKW�LQ�%HOJLXP���
7KLV�QXPEHU�ZDV�DOPRVW�RQH�WKLUG�RI�WKH�WRWDO�RI�6XVVH[�ELUGV�UHFRYHUHG�RQ�WKH�FRQWLQHQW�VLQFH�
�����������,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKHUH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�HYHU�UHFRYHU\�LQ�6XVVH[�RI�D�ELUG�ULQJHG�DEURDG��)UDQFH����
7KLV�ELUG�ZDV�ULQJHG�DV�D�¿UVW�\HDU�ELUG�RQ����2FW������LQ�/D�1HXYLOOH��)UDQFH�DQG�UHFRYHUHG�E\�
ULQJHUV�DW�3HWW�/HYHO�RQ���2FW������
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Nest recording in Sussex in 2012

Darrin Madgin

Nest Record Scheme
The Nest Record Scheme (NRS) is organised by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). The 

156�JDWKHUV�YLWDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VXFFHVV�RI�%ULWDLQ¶V�ELUGV�E\�DVNLQJ�YROXQWHHUV�WR�
¿QG�DQG�IROORZ�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�WKH�QHVWV�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�ELUGV��7KH�YROXQWHHUV�VXEPLW�GDWD�LQ�WKH�
form of nest records to the BTO. Each nest record details a single breeding attempt using simple, 
standardised descriptions and contains the following information: location, nest contents, visit 
dates, habitat and type of nesting site. 

The data collected is used to produce trends in breeding performance, which the BTO use to 
identify species that may be declining because of problems at the nesting stage. The NRS data also 
allow the BTO to measure the impacts of pressures such as climate change on bird productivity.

Although nests of all wild birds can be recorded for the NRS, with volunteers adhering to 
a comprehensive code of conduct, some species are specially protected. These are species on 
6FKHGXOH���RI�WKH�:LOGOLIH�DQG�&RXQWU\VLGH�$FW������DQG�LQFOXGH�3HUHJULQH��%DUQ�2ZO��+RQH\�
EX]]DUG�DQG�.LQJ¿VKHU��/LFHQFHV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�PRQLWRULQJ�WKHVH�6FKHGXOH���VSHFLHV�

Nest recording in Sussex
,Q������156�YROXQWHHUV�LQ�6XVVH[�VXEPLWWHG�����QHVW�UHFRUGV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR����VSHFLHV��VHH�

7DEOH���EHORZ���$V�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�IURP�WKH�WDEOH��%OXH�7LW��Cyanistes caeruleus) was the species 
ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�QHVW�UHFRUGV�VXEPLWWHG��������IROORZHG�E\�*UHDW�7LW��Parus major��ZLWK�����UHFRUGV�
submitted. The nest records for other selected species of interest are discussed below.

Barn Owl (Tyto alba): $�WRWDO�RI����QHVW�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�VXEPLWWHG�IRU�%DUQ�2ZO��,W�LV�ZRUWK�
KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�OLFHQVHG�YROXQWHHUV�ZKR�PRQLWRU�%DUQ�2ZO�QHVW�ER[HV��
and who are also BTO licensed bird ringers. These volunteers submit nest records as part of 
WKH� VXEVHTXHQW� GDWD� VXEPLVVLRQ� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKHLU� ULQJLQJ� DFWLYLWLHV� �VHH� WKH� 6XVVH[�5LQJLQJ�
5HSRUW�IRU������IRU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ���6SHFLHV�RWKHU�WKDQ�%DUQ�2ZO�RIWHQ�QHVW�LQ�%DUQ�2ZO�
QHVW�ER[HV��DQG�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�%DUQ�2ZO�ER[HV�EHLQJ�PRQLWRUHG�LQ�6XVVH[��QHVW�UHFRUGV�DUH�
RIWHQ�VXEPLWWHG�IRU�WKHVH�RWKHU�VSHFLHV��$PRQJVW�WKH�VSHFLHV�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�XVHG�%DUQ�2ZO�ER[HV�
LQ�6XVVH[�DUH�-DFNGDZ��.HVWUHO��0DQGDULQ��/LWWOH�2ZO�DQG��RI�SDUWLFXODU�QRWH��6WRFN�'RYH��$�%��
Watson pers.comm����7KLV�DFFRXQWV�IRU�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�QXPEHU������RI�QHVW�UHFRUGV�WKDW�ZHUH�
VXEPLWWHG�LQ������IRU�6WRFN�'RYH��

Common Nightingale (Luscinia megarhynchos���$V�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�IURP�7DEOH���� WKHUH�DUH�D�
number of species that are known to breed in the county but for which nest records have not been 
VXEPLWWHG�LQ�������8QIRUWXQDWHO\��RQH�VXFK�VSHFLHV�LV�1LJKWLQJDOH��QXPEHUV�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�GHFOLQLQJ�
QDWLRQDOO\��7KH�%72�RUJDQLVHG�D�QDWLRQDO�VXUYH\�RI�EUHHGLQJ�1LJKWLQJDOHV�LQ�������DQG�DOWKRXJK�
WKH�VXUYH\�UHVXOWV�DUH�VWLOO�DZDLWHG��SUHOLPLQDU\�UHVXOWV�IRU�6XVVH[�VXJJHVW�DW�OHDVW�����WHUULWRULHV�
LQ�6XVVH[��+��&UDEWUHH�pers.comm����QRWH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�QXPEHU�RI�WHUULWRULHV�RU�VLQJLQJ�
males and is therefore not an estimate of the number of breeding pairs. Given this number of 
1LJKWLQJDOHV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��WKH�ODFN�RI�UHFHQW�QHVW�UHFRUGV�LQ�6XVVH[�LV�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��EXW�
WKLV�LV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�GXH�LQ�SDUW�WR�WKH�GLI¿FXOW\�LQ�¿QGLQJ�1LJKWLQJDOH�QHVWV��$�QHVW�UHFRUG�KDV�
SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�VXEPLWWHG�IRU�1LJKWLQJDOH�LQ�6XVVH[��,Q�0D\������D�1LJKWLQJDOH�QHVW�FRQWDLQLQJ�
¿YH�QHVWOLQJV�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�EUDPEOHV�DW�D�VLWH�LQ�(DVW�6XVVH[��5��/DQDZD\�pers.comm.).
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Table 1. Numbers of nest records submitted for Sussex in 2012.

^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ŶĂŵĞ dŽƚĂů�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽƵŶƚǇ ^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ŶĂŵĞ dŽƚĂů�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽƵŶƚǇ
Mute Swan 1 Dunnock 5
Canada Goose 3 Robin 10
Mandarin Duck 4 Blackbird 26
Mallard 6 Song Thrush 4
Honey-buzzard 1 Reed Warbler 1
Sparrowhawk 1 Blackcap 2
Kestrel 5 Garden Warbler 1
Moorhen 2 Whitethroat 1
Coot 6 �ŚŝīĐŚĂī 2
Oystercatcher 1 Willow Warbler 3
>ŝƩůĞ�ZŝŶŐĞĚ�WůŽǀĞƌ 1 Long-tailed Tit 1
Lapwing 5 Blue Tit 188
Black-headed Gull 3 Great Tit 103
Common Tern 1 Marsh Tit 1
Stock Dove 34 Nuthatch 2
Woodpigeon 6 Treecreeper 1
Collared Dove 1 Jackdaw 11
Common Cuckoo 1 Starling 19
Barn Owl 81 House Sparrow 19
Tawny Owl 2 Tree Sparrow 23
�ŽŵŵŽŶ�̂ ǁŝŌ 6 �ŚĂĸŶĐŚ 3
Barn Swallow 58 'ŽůĚĮŶĐŚ 2
Tree Pipit 1 Linnet 1
Grey Wagtail 1 Yellowhammer 1
Pied Wagtail 7 ZĞĞĚ��ƵŶƟŶŐ 1
Wren 5

Common Swift (Apus apus���,Q������VL[�6ZLIW�QHVW�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�VXEPLWWHG��,W�ZDV�SRVVLEOH�
WR�PRQLWRU�RQH�RI� WKHVH�QHVWV� LQ�D�QHVW�ER[�EHFDXVH�D�QHVW�ER[�FDPHUD�ZDV� LQVWDOOHG��DQG�RQH�
6ZLIW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DV�ÀHGJLQJ�IURP�WKH�QHVW�RQ���$XJXVW��+��&UDEWUHH�pers. comm.). This should 
HQFRXUDJH�DQ\RQH�ZLWK�D�QHVW�ER[�ZLWK�D�FDPHUD�LQVWDOOHG�WR�MRLQ�WKH�1HVW�5HFRUG�6FKHPH��7KLV�
LQ�WXUQ�ZLOO�DOORZ�YDOXDEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�UHJDUGV�WR�QHVWLQJ�ELUGV�WR�EH�REWDLQHG��7KH�6XVVH[�
Ornithological Society is taking a positive approach with regards to provision and installation 
RI�6ZLIW�QHVW�ER[HV��DQG�LW�LV�KRSHG�WKLV�PD\�OHDG�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�6ZLIW�QHVW�
records in the future. 
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5REHUWV�� 7�� 'DYLV�� -�� 1HZQKDP�� %,$=$� 1HVW� 5HFRUGLQJ� 3URMHFW�� )ULHQGV� RI�:DUQKDP� /15�
DQG�5\H�%D\�5LQJLQJ�*URXS��ZKR�KDYH�VXEPLWWHG�QHVW�UHFRUGV�IRU�6XVVH[�DQG�WR�WKH�%72�IRU�
supplying the summary information. Anyone wishing to record nests can make contact with the 
1HVW�5HFRUG�6FKHPH�DW�WKH�%72��KWWS���ZZZ�EWR�RUJ�YROXQWHHU�VXUYH\V�QUV��
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Birds using Sussex offshore waters: results of studies related to a 
proposed offshore wind farm

'DYLG�+�+RZH\

Introduction
$SSDUHQWO\��RQ�D�FOHDU�GD\��IURP�%HDFK\�+HDG�\RX�FDQ�VHH�DQ�DPD]LQJ����NP�WR�WKH�VRXWK��EXW�

IURP�WKH�ORZHU�HOHYDWLRQ�RI�6HOVH\�%LOO�WKH�GLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�KRUL]RQ�ZRXOG�EH�OHVV�WKDQ�D�¿IWK�RI�
WKDW��2I�FRXUVH��ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYHUV�FDQQRW�VHH�ELUGV�DW�WKRVH�GLVWDQFHV��+RZHYHU��WKH�RFFDVLRQDO�
reports IURP�\DFKWVPHQ�DQG�¿VKHUPHQ�RI�SHWUHOV�DQG�VKHDUZDWHUV�ZHOO�RIIVKRUH�VKRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�
DUH�ELUGV�RXW�WKHUH��8QWLO�QRZ�ZH�KDYH�KDG�QR�UHDO�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�VSHFLHV�DQG�LQ�ZKDW�
numbers birds are present beyond the limits of our vision. Some answers have been provided by 
the results of the marine ornithological studies contained in the E.ON Climate & Renewables 
8.�/WG��HQYLURQPHQWDO�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�SURSRVHG�5DPSLRQ�RIIVKRUH�ZLQG�IDUP�
�3HUFLYDO��������7KLUW\�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V��HDFK� ODVWLQJ� WKUHH�GD\V��ZHUH�XQGHUWDNHQ�EHWZHHQ�
0DUFK������DQG�)HEUXDU\�������2QH�VXUYH\�ZDV�XQGHUWDNHQ�HDFK�PRQWK�EXW�ZLWK�VHFRQG�VXUYH\V�
LQ�0DUFK��$SULO�DQG�0D\�������7KH�VXUYH\�DUHD�FRYHUHG�VRPH������NP2�DV�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH���
EHORZ��6RPH�RI�WKH�UHVXOWV�FDXVHG�WKH�6XVVH[�2UQLWKRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\�FRQFHUQV��DQG�WKHVH�KDYH�
been raised with the planning inspector. One of those concerns was the displacement of feeding 
ELUGV��LQFOXGLQJ�)XOPDUV��*DQQHWV��.LWWLZDNHV�DQG�DXNV��LI�WKH�ZLQG�IDUP�ZDV�WR�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG��
This article looks at the numbers of those species recorded during certain surveys and compares 
WKHP�ZLWK�WKRVH�UHFRUGHG�E\�ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYHUV�

Figure 1. Site of the proposed Rampion offshore wind farm (dark shaded) and the survey area 

(outline) in relation to the Sussex coast and the Isle of Wight.

Fulmar Fulmaris glacialis
)XOPDUV�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�VFDUFH�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�YDULDEOH�QXPEHUV��ZLWK�RYHU�����SDLUV�

LQ�������7DVNHU�������EXW�SRVVLEO\�QRZ�RQO\�D�PD[LPXP�RI����SDLUV�UHVLGHQW�RQ�WKH�VHD�FOLIIV�
from November to September. Offshore gatherings of feeding birds viewable from land appear to 
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EH�FRQ¿QHG�WR�WKH�ORQJ�VHD�RXWIDOO�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV��EXW�KHUH�WRR�WKH�QXPEHUV�YDU\�IURP�\HDU�
WR�\HDU��UDQJLQJ�IURP�D�PD[LPXP�RI�����LQ������WR�RQO\�����LQ�������7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�ODUJH�
movements of Fulmars also occur in the Telscombe Cliffs area but appear to be localised, as birds 
PRYLQJ�HDVW�DUH�RIWHQ�QRW�UHFRUGHG�DW�6SODVK�3RLQW�RQO\����NP�DZD\��6R�ZKHUH�GR�WKHVH�ELUGV�
come from and where do they go? 

Given the numbers of Fulmars recorded off Telscombe Cliffs it is clear that they are not all 
EUHHGLQJ�ORFDOO\��)XOPDUV�IRUDJH�RYHU�ZLGH�DUHDV�ZLWK�&UDPS�DQG�6LPPRQV��������VXJJHVWLQJ�
WKDW�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV�PD\�WUDYHO�����NP�IURP�WKHLU�QHVWLQJ�OHGJHV��7KLV�ZRXOG�MXVW�DERXW�SXW�6XVVH[�
within the range of some birds from the large breeding population in Cornwall. Alternatively, 
EHDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�)XOPDUV�GR�QRW�EUHHG�XQWLO�WKH\�DUH������\HDUV�ROG��)LVKHU��������LW�LV�PRUH�
OLNHO\�WKDW�PRVW�RI�WKRVH�VHHQ�RII�WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW�DUH�QRQ�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV���

Large numbers of Fulmars were recorded during the surveys undertaken for E.ON, with totals 
RI�RYHU������GXULQJ�WKH�WKUHH�GD\�VXUYH\�LQ�0D\������DQG�DJDLQ�LQ�-XO\�������7KH�ODUJHVW�WKUHH�
GD\�FRXQW�ZDV�RI�D�WRWDO�RI������LQ�0D\�������$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZRXOG�GRXEWOHVV�KDYH�EHHQ�VRPH�
GXSOLFDWLRQ�� WKH� DYDLODEOH� GDWD� LQGLFDWH� WKDW� WZR�WKLUGV� RI� WKH� WRWDO�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG� LQ� RQH� GD\��
'XULQJ�WKRVH�WKUHH�GD\V�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�VLJQL¿FDQW�JDWKHULQJV�RII�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV��7KH�DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�IURP�WKH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�VKRZ�WKDW�����RI�WKH�)XOPDUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DV�EHLQJ�RQ�WKH�VHD�
and therefore presumably feeding. The overall distribution pattern shows that the Fulmars were 
mainly recorded in the southern half of the survey area (see Figure 2 below). 

Gannet Morus bassanus
$OWKRXJK�*DQQHWV�KDYH�QHYHU�EUHG�LQ�6XVVH[�WKH\�DUH�VHHQ�RIIVKRUH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�

apparently increasing numbers wintering off our coast. Studies have shown that during the winter 
RYHU�����RI� WKH�ELUGV�SUHVHQW� DUH� DGXOWV� EXW� E\� -XO\� DGXOW� DQG� LPPDWXUH�ELUGV� DUH�SUHVHQW� LQ�
DOPRVW�HTXDO�QXPEHUV��+RZH\��������,W�KDV�EHHQ�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�VXPPHULQJ�ELUGV�DUH�IURP�
WKH� FRORQLHV� DW�2UWDF� DQG�/HV�(WHFV��$OGHUQH\��&KDQQHO� ,VODQGV� �1HZQKDP��������2I� FRXUVH��
Gannets in adult plumage are not necessarily breeding birds as they obtain their adult plumage in 
WKHLU�IRXUWK�\HDU�EXW�PD\�QRW�EUHHG�XQWLO�WZR�\HDUV�ODWHU��1HOVRQ��������6DWHOOLWH�WDJJLQJ�VWXGLHV�
of Gannets nesting on Alderney have shown that breeding birds from that colony do not forage 
to the east of the Isle of Wight (Soanes et al. ������:DNH¿HOG�et al���������7KLV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�*DQQHWV�VXPPHULQJ�RII�WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW�DUH�QRQ�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV�IURP�$OGHUQH\�DV�
VXFK�ELUGV�IUHTXHQWO\�VXPPHU�QHDU�WKHLU�QDWDO�FRORQLHV��1HOVRQ�������

7KH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�UHFRUGHG�RYHU������*DQQHWV�RQ�HDFK�RI�HLJKW�RFFDVLRQV��RQFH�LQ�-XQH�
������RQFH�LQ�-DQXDU\�������WZLFH�LQ�0D\�������RQFH�LQ�-XQH�������RQFH�LQ�-XO\������DQG�WZLFH�
LQ�2FWREHU�������'XULQJ�WKH����GD\V�RQ�ZKLFK�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�ZHUH�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ������WKH�
WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�*DQQHWV�UHFRUGHG�ZDV���������ZKHUHDV�RQO\������ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�DW�6HOVH\�%LOO�
GXULQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�\HDU��%\�IDU�WKH�ODUJHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�RI������GXULQJ�WKH�VXUYH\�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�WKH�
VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�2FWREHU�������$JDLQ��VRPH�GXSOLFDWLRQ�ZLOO�KDYH�EHHQ�LQHYLWDEOH�EXW�WKH�DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�VKRZ�WKDW�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�WKH�WKUHH�GD\�WRWDO�RFFXUUHG�RQ�MXVW�RQH�GD\��'XULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�
RI� WKH�2FWREHU� ����� VXUYH\�� WKH� RQO\� VLJQL¿FDQW� QXPEHUV� RI�*DQQHWV� UHFRUGHG� E\� ODQG�EDVHG�
REVHUYHUV� LQYROYHG�����:�RII�:RUWKLQJ�RQ� WKH���th. October is a time when large numbers of 
*DQQHWV�PRYH�ZHVW�DORQJ�WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW�DV�WKH\�PLJUDWH�WR�WKHLU�ZLQWHULQJ�DUHDV�LQ�WKH�%D\�RI�
%LVFD\�DQG�IXUWKHU�VRXWK��:DQOHVV��������7KH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�RQ�WZR�RI�WKH�WKUHH�GD\V�
RI�WKH�2FWREHU������ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\�VRPH�����RI�WKH�ELUGV�UHFRUGHG�ZHUH�IHHGLQJ�RU�IRUDJLQJ�
in the area rather than simply passing through. Gannets were recorded throughout the whole of 
WKH�VXUYH\�DUHD�ZLWK�WKH�PDMRULW\�HLWKHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VLWH�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�ZLQG�IDUP�RU�WR�WKH�VRXWK�
of it (see Figure 2). 
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�

)LJXUH����Main points at which Fulmars (blue) and Gannets (green) were recorded in the survey 

area during the boat-based surveys.

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
:LWK�D�EUHHGLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�VRPH�����������SDLUV��WKH�.LWWLZDNH�FRORQ\�DW�6HDIRUG�+HDG�

LV�RI�ERWK�ORFDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH��$OWKRXJK�WKH�FRORQ\�UHSUHVHQWV�RQO\�D�TXDUWHU�RI�RQH�
SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�WRWDO�RI�EUHHGLQJ�.LWWLZDNHV��LW�LV�VRPH�����RI�WKH�HQWLUH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�
VRXWK�FRDVW�RI�(QJODQG��+HXEHFN��������

7KH�DQQXDO�6XVVH[�%LUG�5HSRUWV�LQFOXGH�UHJXODU�UHFRUGV�RI�.LWWLZDNHV�IHHGLQJ�RIIVKRUH�GXULQJ�
WKH�ZLQWHU�PRQWKV�EXW�YHU\�IHZ�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��1XPEHUV�RI�ELUGV�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�
seen on the sea off Seaford Head, but based on the observations of the author, these are generally 
birds which are bathing or resting and not feeding. It is also noticeable that, although movements 
RI�.LWWLZDNHV�DUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ��DXWXPQ�DQG�ZLQWHU��YHU\�IHZ�DUH�VHHQ�DW�7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�
GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�GHVSLWH�LW�EHLQJ�RQO\����NP�IURP�6HDIRUG�+HDG��7KHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQO\�
QR�SDUWLHV�RI�DGXOW�ELUGV�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�QHVWLQJ�FOLIIV�ZLWK�IRRG�IRU�WKHLU�\RXQJ��&RXOVRQ��������
VWDWHV�WKDW�VRPH�.LWWLZDNHV�UHJXODUO\�WUDYHO�XS�WR����NP�DQG�VRPH�PRUH�WKDQ����NP�IURP�WKH�
FRORQ\��2QH�.LWWLZDNH�WDJJHG�RQ�WKH�)DUQH�,VODQGV��1RUWKXPEHUODQG��WUDYHOOHG����NP�IURP�WKH�
FRORQ\�RQ�RQH�GDWH�DQG����NP�RQ�DQRWKHU�GDWH��5HGIHUQ��������6R�ZKHUH�GR�WKH�6HDIRUG�+HDG�
ELUGV�IHHG"�$JDLQ��GDWD�IURP�WKH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�SURYLGH�VRPH�DQVZHUV�

7KH�GDWD�IURP�WKH�WKUHH�GD\�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�VKRZ�WKDW�WRWDOV�RI�RYHU������.LWWLZDNHV�ZHUH�
UHFRUGHG�RQ�IRXU�RFFDVLRQV��RQFH�LQ�-DQXDU\�������RQFH�LQ�-XQH�������RQFH�LQ�'HFHPEHU������
DQG�RQFH�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������7KH�ZLQWHU�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKRVH�QRWHG�E\�ODQG�EDVHG�
observers and are assumed to involve birds from more northerly colonies. Crucially, however, the 
ODUJHVW�FRXQW�ZDV�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�-XQH������ZKHQ�D�WRWDO�RI������
ZDV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�WKUHH�GD\V�RI�WKH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\��7KH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VKRZ�WKDW�RQ�WKH�
¿UVW�GD\�RI�WKDW�WKUHH�GD\�VXUYH\��DOPRVW�KDOI�WKH�ELUGV�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�VHD�DQG�QRW�VLPSO\�PRYLQJ�
through. On all three of the survey dates, birds were also seen passing through the area and the 
UHFRUGHG�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�ÀLJKW�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��7KH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VKRZ�WKDW�����RI�WKH�ELUGV�PRYLQJ�
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through were travelling between south and west suggesting that there may be further feeding 
areas to the southwest in addition to that within the survey area. It is also interesting that very few 
of the birds passing through the survey area were heading towards Seaford. This suggests that 
birds leaving the colony to feed and those returning to the colony use different routes, which is 
similar to the pattern shown by the Farne Islands bird mentioned earlier. 

7KH�RYHUDOO�GLVWULEXWLRQ�SDWWHUQ�VKRZV� WKDW�.LWWLZDNHV�RFFXUUHG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�VXUYH\�DUHD�
ZLWK�D�PDMRU�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VRXWKZHVW�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�VXUYH\�DUHD��7KH�GDWD�VKRZ�WKDW�QRW�
RQO\�LV�WKH�DUHD�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�IHHGLQJ�JURXQG�IRU�.LWWLZDNHV�EXW�DOVR�WKDW�ELUGV�IURP�6HDIRUG�+HDG�
would need to pass through the site of the proposed wind farm to reach it (see Figure 3 below).

.LWWLZDNH��6HDIRUG�+HDG��0D\�������3HWHU�:LOVRQ�

Common Guillemot Uria aalge and Razorbill Alca torda
7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�DXNV�UHFRUGHG�RII�WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW�YDULHV�JUHDWO\�IURP�\HDU�WR�\HDU��,Q�

WKH�SDVW�WHQ�\HDUV�WKH�WRWDO��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�&RPPRQ�*XLOOHPRWV��KHUHDIWHU�VLPSO\�µ*XLOOHPRWV¶���
5D]RUELOOV�DQG�DXNV�QRW�LGHQWL¿HG�WR�VSHFLHV��KDV�UDQJHG�IURP�D�SHDN�RI���������LQ������WR�MXVW�
�����LQ�������ZLWK�DQ�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�RI���������,Q�QLQH�RI�WKH�SDVW�WHQ�\HDUV��5D]RUELOOV�KDYH�
RXWQXPEHUHG�*XLOOHPRWV�DQG�KDYH�GRQH�VR�RYHUDOO�E\�D�UDWLR�RI������7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�DXNV�VHHQ�DUH�
moving offshore either dispersing from their breeding colonies or on feeding movements during 
ZKLFK�WKH\�À\�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�DORQJ�WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW��

7KH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�XQGHUWDNHQ�IRU�(�21�VKRZ�D�UDWKHU�GLIIHUHQW�SLFWXUH��7KH�WKUHH�GD\�
WRWDOV�RI�DXNV�H[FHHGHG��������RQ�¿YH�RFFDVLRQV��RQFH�LQ�-DQXDU\�������WZLFH�LQ�0DUFK�������
RQFH�LQ�$SULO������DQG�RQFH�LQ�)HEUXDU\�������%\�IDU�WKH�ODUJHVW�WRWDO�FDPH�IURP�WKH�WKUHH�GD\�
VXUYH\�LQ�HDUO\�)HEUXDU\������ZKHQ��������DXNV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��7KDW�WKUHH�GD\�WRWDO�H[FHHGHG�WKH�
�������UHFRUGHG�E\�ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�RI�������7KH�RQO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRXQWV�
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IURP�ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYDWLRQV�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�RI�WKH�)HEUXDU\������ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�ZHUH�RII�
7HOVFRPEH�&OLIIV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH������(�DQG�����:�RQ�WKH��th�DQG������(�DQG�����:�RQ�WKH��th. 

7KH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VKRZ�WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�)HEUXDU\������ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\��QHDUO\�����RI�WKH�
*XLOOHPRWV��DOPRVW�����RI�WKH�5D]RUELOOV�DQG�RYHU�����RI�DOO�WKH�DXNV��*XLOOHPRWV��5D]RUELOOV�
and those not recorded to species) were on the sea so were presumably feeding. Those recorded in 
ÀLJKW�ZHUH�PRYLQJ�LQ�D�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�ZHVWHUO\�GLUHFWLRQ�RQ�RQH�GDWH�EXW�HDVWHUO\�RQ�DQRWKHU�ZKLFK�
is typical of feeding movements. The data show that Guillemots were recorded throughout the 
HQWLUH�VXUYH\�DUHD�ZLWK�WKH�PDLQ�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�WKLUG��5D]RUELOOV�ZHUH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�
WRZDUGV�WKH�QRUWK�ZKHUH�WKH�ZDWHU�GHSWK�LV����PHWUHV�RU�OHVV��VHH�)LJXUH���EHORZ���

2QH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�DQG�ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYDWLRQV�LV�WKH�
FRPSDUDWLYH�QXPEHUV�RI�*XLOOHPRWV�DQG�5D]RUELOOV��$V�PHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU��ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYDWLRQV�
VKRZ�WKDW�RQ�DYHUDJH�5D]RUELOOV�RXWQXPEHU�*XLOOHPRWV�E\�D�UDWLR�RI������+RZHYHU��¿JXUHV�IRU�
WKH� ERDW�EDVHG� VXUYH\V� VKRZ� WKDW�*XLOOHPRWV� RXWQXPEHUHG�5D]RUELOOV� E\� D� UDWLR� RI� �����7KLV�
difference is not as anomalous as it might appear. In Britain there are eight times more breeding 
*XLOOHPRWV�WKDQ�5D]RUELOOV��0HUQH�������+DUULV��������*LYHQ�WKH�UHODWLYH�QXPEHUV�RI� WKH�WZR�
VSHFLHV�DQG�WKHLU�GLVSHUVDO�URXWHV��WKH�UDWLR�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�LV�PRUH�LQ�OLQH�
ZLWK�ZKDW�PLJKW�EH�H[SHFWHG��+RZH\��������$OWKRXJK�ERWK�VSHFLHV�IHHG�RQ�QXPHURXV�W\SHV�RI�
¿VK�RI�ZKLFK�VDQG�HHOV�Ammodytes and sprats S. sprattus form a large portion of their diet, their 
IHHGLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�GLIIHU��7KH�SUHIHUUHG�IHHGLQJ�GHSWK�RI�5D]RUELOOV�LV�����PHWUHV�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�
GHSWK�RI���PHWUHV��&UDPS��������7KH�VDPH�DXWKRU�JLYHV�D�PD[LPXP�GLYH�GHSWK�RI�������P�IRU�
*XLOOHPRWV�DOWKRXJK�ERWK�9HUPHHU��������DQG�*DVWRQ��������TXRWH�GHSWKV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�����P��
&RQVHTXHQWO\��5D]RUELOOV�IHHG�LQ�WKH�VKDOORZHU�ZDWHUV�FORVHU�WR�WKH�VKRUH�DQG�DUH�WKHUHIRUH�PRUH�
OLNHO\�WR�EH�ZLWKLQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�UDQJH�RI�ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYHUV��&RQYHUVHO\��*XLOOHPRWV�SUHIHU�WKH�
GHHSHU�ZDWHU�IXUWKHU�RIIVKRUH�PDNLQJ�WKHP�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�

)LJXUH����Main points at which Kittiwakes (red) and auks (amber) were recorded in the survey 

area during the boat-based surveys.
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Other species
'XULQJ� WKH� QLQHW\� GD\V� RQ� ZKLFK� ERDW�EDVHG� VXUYH\V� ZHUH� XQGHUWDNHQ�� ��� VSHFLHV� ZHUH�

UHFRUGHG�� 7KHUH� LV� QRW� VXI¿FLHQW� VSDFH� WR� JLYH� IXOO� GHWDLOV� EXW� VRPH� RWKHU� VHDELUGV� ZDUUDQW�
mentioning for differing reasons.

'XULQJ�WKH�VXUYH\�RQ����0D\�������WKH�WRWDO�RI�6WRUP�3HWUHOV�+\GUREDWHV�SHODJLFXV recorded 
ZDV� ��� ZKHUHDV� RQO\� RQH� ZDV� VHHQ� E\� ODQG�EDVHG� REVHUYHUV� GXULQJ� WKH� HQWLUH� \HDU�� 3XI¿QV�
Fratercula arctica�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�VFDUFH�RII�WKH�6XVVH[�FRDVW�ZLWK�RQO\����UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�
�����������LQFOXGLQJ�RQO\�WZR�LQ�������DQG�ZLWK�QRQH�DW�DOO�LQ�������EXW�LQ�$SULO������D�WRWDO�RI�
���ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�GXULQJ�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V��

7KH�VSULQJ�RI������ZDV�D�JRRG�RQH�IRU�3RPDULQH�6NXDV�Stercorarius pomarinus with a total 
RI�����UHFRUGHG�E\�ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYHUV�EHWZHHQ����$SULO�DQG���0D\��VR�LW�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�
ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�RQ����DQG����0D\�UHFRUGHG�D�IXUWKHU����ELUGV��,Q�6HSWHPEHU������RQO\�WKUHH�
Great Skuas Stercorarius skua ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�E\� ODQG�EDVHG�REVHUYHUV��EXW�D� WRWDO�RI�����ZDV�
UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ERDW�EDVHG�VXUYH\V�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�������6HSWHPEHU��:HUH�WKHVH�ELUGV�LQYROYHG�
LQ�WKH�HDVWHUO\�PRYHPHQW�RI�����SDVVLQJ�%HDFK\�+HDG�RQ���DQG����2FWREHU"�7KH�(�21�VXUYH\V�
KDG�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHG�SULRU� WR� WKH�H[FHSWLRQDO�PRYHPHQWV�RI�*UHDW�6NXDV�DORQJ�WKH�VRXWK�FRDVW�
LQ� WKH� VSULQJ�RI�������+RZHYHU�� GDWD� IURP�'RUVHW��+DPSVKLUH��6XVVH[�DQG�.HQW� LQGLFDWH� WKDW�
ODUJH�QXPEHUV�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�ZLQG�IDUP�ZLWK�WKH�WRWDO�RI�����SDVVLQJ�
'XQJHQHVV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ����RI�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�SRSXODWLRQ��:\QQ�������

The numbers of Brent Geese Branta bernicla passing through the survey area at times of peak 
PLJUDWLRQ�ZHUH�VXUSULVLQJO\�ORZ�ZLWK�MXVW�VHYHQ�LQ�$SULO������FRPSDUHG�WR������SDVVLQJ�6HDIRUG�
during that month. Two other species recorded in surprisingly low numbers were Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax carbo�ZKLFK�ZDV�QRWHG�MXVW� WZLFH��D� WRWDO�RI����ELUGV���DQG�%ODFN�KHDGHG�*XOO�
Chroicocephalus ridibundus�ZLWK� D� WRWDO�RI� MXVW� ��� DQG�RQ�RQO\�RQH�RFFDVLRQ��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�
sightings at all of Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis.

Conclusions 
)URP� WKH� UHVXOWV� RI� WKH� ERDW�EDVHG� VXUYH\V� XQGHUWDNHQ� IRU� (�21� WKHUH� DUH� WZR� YHU\� FOHDU�

conclusions:
�� 7KH�QXPEHUV�RI�VRPH�VHDELUGV�D�ORQJ�ZD\�RIIVKRUH�IDU�H[FHHG�WKRVH�UHFRUGHG�E\�ODQG�

based observers. This applies not only to birds moving through the Channel but also to 
those feeding out of sight of land.

�� The area surveyed is an important feeding ground for species such as Fulmars, Gannets, 
.LWWLZDNHV��*XLOOHPRWV�DQG�5D]RUELOOV�
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Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) population trends in Sussex 1994-2012

+HOHQ�&UDEWUHH

Introduction
The Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) is the main national scheme for monitoring population 

FKDQJHV� RI� FRPPRQ� DQG� ZLGHVSUHDG� EUHHGLQJ� ELUGV�� %%6� SRSXODWLRQ� WUHQGV� IRU� WKH� 8.� DUH�
produced by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) each year, and the results are widely used by 
JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�WR�VHW�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�SULRULWLHV��3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�
DUH�DOVR�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�%72�HDFK�\HDU�IRU�VSHFL¿F�FRXQWULHV��UHJLRQV�DQG�KDELWDWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�8.��
$�ODUJH�H[SDQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VTXDUHV�FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�%%6�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������&UDEWUHH�
������KDV�OHG�WR�LW�QRZ�EHLQJ�SRVVLEOH�WR�FDOFXODWH�UHOLDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�IRU�FRPPRQ�EUHHGLQJ�
VSHFLHV�LQ�6XVVH[��HQDEOLQJ�WKH�6XVVH[�2UQLWKRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\�WR�IXO¿O�RQH�RI�LWV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
REMHFWLYHV��WKDW�RI�PRQLWRULQJ�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�DQG�
JUDSKV�IRU�6XVVH[�IRU�WKH�SHULRG������WR������LQFOXVLYH�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�KHUH��DQG�WKHVH�XSGDWH�WKRVH�
SXEOLVKHG�SUHYLRXVO\��&UDEWUHH�������ZLWK�WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�PRUH�UHFHQW�GDWD�

BBS methodology and aims
7KH�%%6�ZDV�LQWURGXFHG�LQ������DQG�LV�RUJDQLVHG�E\�WKH�%72��EHLQJ�MRLQWO\�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�

%72��WKH�-RLQW�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH��-1&&��DQG�WKH�5R\DO�6RFLHW\�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�
RI�%LUGV� �563%���7KH� VXUYH\�XVHV� D� OLQH� WUDQVHFW�PHWKRG� LQ� UDQGRPO\�VHOHFWHG���NP�VTXDUHV��
(DFK�%%6�REVHUYHU�LV�DVVLJQHG�RQH�RU�PRUH���NP�VTXDUHV��DQG�PDNHV�WZR�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�YLVLWV�
WR�HDFK�RI�WKHLU�VTXDUHV�GXULQJ�HDFK�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��WR�FRXQW�DOO�WKH�ELUGV�VHHQ�DQG�KHDUG�DORQJ�
WZR���NP�WUDQVHFWV��9LVLWV�DUH�VFKHGXOHG�VR�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�LV�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�SDUW�RI�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�
�$SULO�WR�PLG�0D\��DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�DW�OHDVW�IRXU�ZHHNV�ODWHU��PLG�0D\�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�-XQH���0RUH�
information about the methods used is available at www.bto.org/bbs.

In order for the BBS data to be used as unbiased indicators of bird populations, the survey sites 
PXVW�EH�UDQGRPO\�GLVWULEXWHG��7KH�UDQGRP�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�%%6�VTXDUHV�LV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�WKH�%72�
XVLQJ�DQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�VWUDWHJ\��DQG�DV�IDU�DV�SRVVLEOH�WKH�VTXDUHV�PXVW�EH�DOORFDWHG�WR�YROXQWHHU�
observers in the order in which they are generated. The aim is for as many as possible of the same 
��NP�VTXDUHV�WR�EH�VXUYH\HG�HYHU\�\HDU��LGHDOO\�E\�WKH�VDPH�REVHUYHUV�

7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHUV�RI�DGXOW�ELUGV�RI�HDFK�VSHFLHV�GHWHFWHG�LQ�HDFK���NP�VTXDUH�DUH�FDOFXODWHG�
for each year, and these data are used to calculate population changes using standard statistical 
PHWKRGV��7KH�FDOFXODWLRQV� WDNH� WKH�PD[LPXP�RI� WKH� WZR�FRXQWV� �HDUO\�DQG� ODWH��DV� WKH�DQQXDO�
PHDVXUH�RI�UHODWLYH�DEXQGDQFH��7KH�PD[LPXP�ZDV�FKRVHQ�DV�D�VLPSOH�PHDQV�RI�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�
UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�DEXQGDQFH�RI�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�HDUO\�PLJUDQWV��ZKLFK�WHQG�WR�EH�PRVW�HDVLO\�GHWHFWHG�
RQ�WKH�¿UVW�YLVLW��DQG�ODWHU�PLJUDQWV��ZKLFK�WHQG�WR�EH�PRVW�DEXQGDQW�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�YLVLW��$OO�
VTXDUHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�VXUYH\HG�LQ�DW�OHDVW�WZR�\HDUV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�DQDO\VHV�

BBS coverage in Sussex
)LJXUH� �� VKRZV� WKH� QXPEHUV� RI�%%6� VTXDUHV� WKDW� KDYH�EHHQ� VXUYH\HG� LQ�6XVVH[� VLQFH� WKH�

EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VFKHPH�LQ�������)URP������WR������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�ZDV�ORZ�
�ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�RI����VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�LQ��������DQG�DOWKRXJK�WKH�GDWD�REWDLQHG�WKURXJK�%%6�
PRQLWRULQJ�LQ�6XVVH[�ZDV�DQ�DGHTXDWH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�QDWLRQDO�%%6�GDWDVHW��LW�ZDV�QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�
WR� DOORZ� DQ\� NLQG� RI� SRSXODWLRQ� DQDO\VLV� ZLWKLQ� 6XVVH[�� ,Q� ����� WKH� %%6� ZDV� VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
H[SDQGHG�LQ�6XVVH[�WR�DOORZ�FDOFXODWLRQ�RI�FRXQW\�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�IRU�WKH�FRPPRQHU�EUHHGLQJ�
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VSHFLHV��&UDEWUHH��������7KLV�H[SDQVLRQ�ZDV�EURXJKW�DERXW�E\�D�ODUJH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
UDQGRPO\�VHOHFWHG�VLWHV��DQG�D�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�ODUJH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�REVHUYHUV�LQYROYHG��
$Q�DYHUDJH�RI�����VTXDUHV�KDYH�EHHQ�VXUYH\HG�HYHU\�\HDU�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�����������LQFOXVLYH��
and it is highly likely that this level of coverage will be maintained or that the level will increase 
LQ�FRPLQJ�\HDUV��1RWH�WKH�UHGXFHG�QXPEHU�RI�VXUYH\V�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ������GXH�WR�DFFHVV�UHVWULFWLRQV�
during the Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak.
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Figure 1. The numbers of BBS squares surveyed, and the numbers of species recorded, in Sussex 

GXULQJ� WKH�SHULRG������������1RWH� WKH�UHGXFHG�QXPEHU�RI�VXUYH\V�FDUULHG�RXW� LQ������GXH� WR�
access restrictions during the Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak, and the large expansion 

of the survey in Sussex in 2005.

Calculation of trends in Sussex
3RSXODWLRQ� WUHQGV� DUH� FDOFXODWHG� XVLQJ� D� PHWKRG� GHYHORSHG� E\� WKH� %72� IRU� FRXQW\�OHYHO�

analyses, and report percentage changes in populations over the entire period since the beginning of 
WKH�VXUYH\��������������DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�LQWHU�\HDU�GLIIHUHQFHV��������������3HUFHQWDJH�
FKDQJHV�VLQFH�������DORQJ�ZLWK�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV��FDQ�EH�SORWWHG�HDFK�\HDU�
to produce trend graphs. The percentage changes are usually presented on these graphs as indices, 
UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VXUYH\�LQ�������1R�LQGLFHV�DUH�SORWWHG�
IRU�������EHFDXVH�GDWD�IURP�WKH�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�VTXDUHV�VXUYH\HG�GXULQJ�WKH�)0'�UHVWULFWLRQV�
are likely to be unrepresentative and perhaps biased towards urban habitats. For county trends, 
PRQLWRULQJ�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�DGHTXDWH�LI�D�VSHFLHV�KDV�D�PHDQ�VDPSOH�VL]H�RI�DW�OHDVW����VTXDUHV�RYHU�
WKH�SHULRG�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�WUHQG�LV�FDOFXODWHG��DQG�LQ�6XVVH[����VSHFLHV�KDYH�PHDQ�VDPSOH�VL]HV�
RI�DW�OHDVW����VTXDUHV�GXULQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�SHULRG�����������LQFOXVLYH��)XUWKHU�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�WKH�
FDOFXODWLRQ�RI�FRXQW\�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�KDV�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�SUHYLRXVO\��&UDEWUHH�������

1DWLRQDO�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�SXEOLVKHG�IRU������������5LVHO\�et al.�������DUH�FDOFXODWHG�XVLQJ�
VPRRWKHG�GDWD��D�SURFHVV�WKDW�LQYROYHV�WUXQFDWLRQ�RI�HQG�SRLQWV��VR�WKDW�ORQJ�WHUP�QDWLRQDO�WUHQGV�
DUH�ODEHOOHG������������7UHQGV�FDOFXODWHG�IRU�6XVVH[�DUH�XQVPRRWKHG��DV�DUH�DOO�WUHQGV�IRU������
�����
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Table 1. 6XVVH[� SRSXODWLRQ� WUHQGV� GXULQJ� ���������� DQG� ����������� 7UHQGV� DUH� SHUFHQWDJH�
FKDQJHV��DQG�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�FKDQJHV�DUH�PDUNHG�ZLWK�DQ�DVWHULVN�����8&/��XSSHU�����
FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLW��/&/��ORZHU�����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLW�IRU�WKH�����������WUHQG��7KH�VDPSOH�VL]H�LV�WKH�
PHDQ�QXPEHU�RI�VTXDUHV�SHU�\HDU�LQ�ZKLFK�HDFK�VSHFLHV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������
2012. Red-listed and amber-listed species of conservation concern (Eaton et al. 2009) are shown 

in the relevant colours.

^ƉĞĐŝĞƐ �ŚĂŶŐĞ�ϭϵϵϰͲϮϬϭϮ�;йͿ h�> >�> �ŚĂŶŐĞ�ϮϬϭϭͲϮϬϭϮ�;йͿ ^ĂŵƉůĞ�ƐŝǌĞ
DĂůůĂƌĚ 149* 307 52 2 43
WŚĞĂƐĂŶƚ 1 21 -17 -3 63
DŽŽƌŚĞŶ -3 65 -43 -7 31
tŽŽĚƉŝŐĞŽŶ 2 16 -10 -6 79
�ŽůůĂƌĞĚ��ŽǀĞ 68* 102 40 19 50
�ƵĐŬŽŽ -71* -53 -82 -75* 30
'ƌĞĞŶ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 59* 107 22 141* 55
'ƌĞĂƚ�̂ ƉŽƩĞĚ�tŽŽĚƉĞĐŬĞƌ 320* 530 180 11 51
DĂŐƉŝĞ 39* 80 8 1 71
:ĂǇ -3 33 -29 73 37
:ĂĐŬĚĂǁ 184* 261 123 42 61
ZŽŽŬ 94* 133 61 36 43
�ĂƌƌŝŽŶ��ƌŽǁ 41* 85 7 -20 77
'ŽůĚĐƌĞƐƚ 93* 183 32 71 31
�ůƵĞ�dŝƚ 60* 88 36 -10 77
'ƌĞĂƚ�dŝƚ 10 31 -7 -36* 75
^ŬǇůĂƌŬ -1 31 -24 21 44
^ǁĂůůŽǁ 84* 143 40 2 53
>ŽŶŐͲƚĂŝůĞĚ�dŝƚ -46* -22 -63 -68* 37
�ŚŝīĐŚĂī 12 46 -14 -19 66
�ůĂĐŬĐĂƉ 92* 145 51 2 62
tŚŝƚĞƚŚƌŽĂƚ 324* 515 192 -6 47
EƵƚŚĂƚĐŚ 25 86 -16 3 37
tƌĞŶ -13* -1 -23 -1 75
^ƚĂƌůŝŶŐ -53* -35 -66 52 59
�ůĂĐŬďŝƌĚ 2 14 -9 -25* 79
^ŽŶŐ�dŚƌƵƐŚ 6 26 -11 9 71
DŝƐƚůĞ�dŚƌƵƐŚ -91* -85 -95 -47 30
ZŽďŝŶ -3 14 -17 24 77
�ƵŶŶŽĐŬ -35* -20 -47 25 66
,ŽƵƐĞ�̂ ƉĂƌƌŽǁ 19* 40 2 -7 59
WŝĞĚ�tĂŐƚĂŝů -66* -49 -78 -45 34
�ŚĂĸŶĐŚ -41* -33 -48 -20 78
'ƌĞĞŶĮŶĐŚ -51* -37 -62 -23 63
'ŽůĚĮŶĐŚ 148* 221 91 8 49
>ŝŶŶĞƚ 21 96 -26 -10 30
zĞůůŽǁŚĂŵŵĞƌ -48* -29 -61 2 37
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Sussex population trends 1994-2012
6XVVH[�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�IRU�WKH�SHULRG������������IRU�WKH����VSHFLHV�ZLWK�PHDQ�VDPSOH�VL]HV�

RI�DW�OHDVW����VTXDUHV��DUH�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�7DEOH����$OVR�SUHVHQWHG�DUH�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�
�����������ZKLFK�JLYH�DQ� LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�YHU\�UHFHQW�FKDQJHV��7KRVH� WUHQGV� WKDW�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�
VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�DUH�LQGLFDWHG�E\�DVWHULVNV��7KH�VL]H�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�XSSHU�
����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLW��8&/��DQG�WKH�ORZHU�����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLW��/&/��IRU�HDFK�����������WUHQG�
gives an indication of the accuracy of the population trend. 

2I�WKH����VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK�WUHQGV�DUH�UHSRUWHG��WHQ�KDYH�GHFOLQHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�DQG����KDYH�
LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�VLQFH�������7UHQGV�DUH�UHSRUWHG�IRU�VHYHQ�UHG�OLVWHG�VSHFLHV��(DWRQ�et al. 
������RI�ZKLFK�WKUHH�KDYH�GHFOLQHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�DQG�RQH�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�VLQFH������

Trend graphs for Sussex 1994-2012
6XVVH[� WUHQG� JUDSKV� DUH� SORWWHG� XVLQJ� WKH� SHUFHQWDJH� FKDQJHV� HDFK� \HDU� VLQFH� WKH� VWDUW� RI�

WKH�VXUYH\�LQ�������SUHVHQWHG�DV�LQGLFHV�UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����LQ�������7KH�XSSHU�
DQG�ORZHU�����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV�IRU�HDFK�\HDU�DUH�DOVR�SORWWHG�DV�LQGLFHV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��7KH�
resulting graphs give good visual indications of the changing fortunes of breeding birds over the 
SHULRG������������7UHQG�JUDSKV�IRU�DOO����VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK�WUHQGV�FDQ�EH�FDOFXODWHG�LQ�6XVVH[�
DUH�JLYHQ�LQ�)LJXUHV���WR���EHORZ��D�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�LQIRUPDWLYH�JUDSKV��RU�
LQ�$SSHQGL[���

)LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�����������IRU�6RQJ�7KUXVK��D�UHG�OLVWHG�VSHFLHV�H[KLELWLQJ�
D�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������GHVSLWH�DQHFGRWDO�UHSRUWV�RI�VHULRXV�GHFOLQHV�
DQG�DOVR�D�GRFXPHQWHG�GHFUHDVH�RI�����LQ�WKH�6RXWK�(DVW�UHJLRQ�VLQFH�������5LVHO\�et al���������
,Q�FRPSDULVRQ��)LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�����������IRU�0LVWOH�7KUXVK��DQ�DPEHU�OLVWHG�
VSHFLHV�H[KLELWLQJ�D�����GHFUHDVH�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�D�GHFUHDVH�RI�����LQ�WKH�
6RXWK�(DVW�UHJLRQ�DQG�D�GHFUHDVH�RI�����LQ�WKH�8.�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��5LVHO\�et al��������
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)LJXUH����3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�0LVWOH�7KUXVK�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������6ROLG�
OLQH��SRSXODWLRQ�LQGH[�UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����LQ�������GDVKHG�OLQHV��XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�
����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV�

)LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�����������IRU�*UHHQ¿QFK��D�VSHFLHV�ZKLFK�LV�QRW�FXUUHQWO\�
RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�FRQFHUQ�EXW�ZKLFK�VKRZV�D�����GHFOLQH�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�D�
����GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�(DVW�UHJLRQ�DQG�D�����GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�8.�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��5LVHO\�
et al���������
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)LJXUH����3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�*UHHQ¿QFK�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������6ROLG�
OLQH��SRSXODWLRQ�LQGH[�UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����LQ�������GDVKHG�OLQHV��XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�
����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV�
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There is some evidence (Robinson et al�� ������ WKDW� WKH� VWDUW� RI� WKH� QDWLRQDO� *UHHQ¿QFK�
population decline coincided with the emergence of the parasitic trichomonosis disease, and that 
declines have been most serious in areas of the country with the highest disease incidences. 
+RZHYHU��WKLV�VDPH�UHVHDUFK�GHVFULEHV�6XVVH[�DV�KDYLQJ�D�ORZ�LQFLGHQFH�RI�WULFKRPRQRVLV�ZKLOVW�
WKH�UDWH�RI�*UHHQ¿QFK�SRSXODWLRQ�GHFOLQH�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�KLJK�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��7KH�UHVHDUFK�IRFXVHV�
YHU\�PXFK�RQ�*UHHQ¿QFK�QXPEHUV�LQ�JDUGHQV��ZKLOVW�%%6�GDWD�LV�FROOHFWHG�IURP�DOO�KDELWDWV��DQG�
LW�LV�SUREDEOH�WKDW�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKH�GHFOLQH�DUH�PRUH�VXEWOH�DQG�FRPSOH[�WKDQ�VLPSO\�WKH�HIIHFWV�
of parasitic disease and are possibly related to farming practices. It is also interesting to note that 
D�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHFOLQH�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�&KDI¿QFK�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�
�����������)LJXUH�����7KLV�LV�DQRWKHU�VSHFLHV�ZKLFK�LV�QRW�FXUUHQWO\�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�FRQFHUQ��EXW�
LW�VKRZV�D�����GHFOLQH�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�ERWK�WKH�6RXWK�(DVW�
UHJLRQ�DQG�WKH�8.�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��
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)LJXUH����3RSXODWLRQ� WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�&KDI¿QFK�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ� WKH�SHULRG������������6ROLG�
OLQH��SRSXODWLRQ�LQGH[�UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����LQ�������GDVKHG�OLQHV��XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�
����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV�

)LJXUH� �� VKRZV� WKH� WUHQG� JUDSK� IRU� ���������� IRU� +RXVH� 6SDUURZ�� D� UHG�OLVWHG� VSHFLHV�
H[KLELWLQJ�D�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������GHVSLWH�DQHFGRWDO�UHSRUWV�RI�VHULRXV�
GHFOLQHV�DQG�DOVR�D�GRFXPHQWHG�GHFUHDVH�RI�����LQ�WKH�6RXWK�(DVW�UHJLRQ�VLQFH�������5LVHO\�et 

al���������,Q�FRPSDULVRQ��)LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�����������IRU�6WDUOLQJ��D�UHG�OLVWHG�
VSHFLHV�H[KLELWLQJ�D�����GHFUHDVH�LQ�6XVVH[�VLQFH�������PDWFKLQJ�VLPLODU�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�
(DVW�UHJLRQ�DQG�LQ�WKH�8.�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��5LVHO\�et al���������

7UHQG�JUDSKV�IRU�DOO� WKH�UHPDLQLQJ����VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK�WUHQGV�FDQ�EH�FDOFXODWHG�LQ�6XVVH[�
DUH�JLYHQ�LQ�$SSHQGL[����6RPH�RI�WKHVH�JUDSKV�VKRZ�FOHDU�LQFUHDVHV�RU�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�SRSXODWLRQV��
ZKLOVW�VRPH�VKRZ�ÀXFWXDWLRQV�DQG�SUREDEO\�LQGLFDWH�JHQHUDOO\�VWDEOH�SRSXODWLRQV��

BBS reporting rates for Sussex 1994-2012
6RPH�UHODWLYHO\�FRPPRQ�VSHFLHV�DUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�IHZ�%%6�VTXDUHV��RU�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�YHU\�

IHZ�%%6�VTXDUHV�GXULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV�RI�WKH�VXUYH\��DQG�IRU�WKHVH�VSHFLHV�%%6�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�
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)LJXUH����3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�+RXVH�6SDUURZ�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������
6ROLG�OLQH��SRSXODWLRQ�LQGH[�UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����LQ�������GDVKHG�OLQHV��XSSHU�DQG�
ORZHU�����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV�
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)LJXUH����3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQG�JUDSK�IRU�6WDUOLQJ�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������6ROLG�OLQH��
SRSXODWLRQ�LQGH[�UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����LQ�������GDVKHG�OLQHV��XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�����
FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV�

cannot currently be calculated. Another method of using the BBS data to demonstrate population 
FKDQJHV�IRU�WKHVH�VSHFLHV�LV�WR�SORW�WKH�SHUFHQWDJHV�RI�%%6�VTXDUHV�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VSHFLHV�
KDYH�EHHQ� UHFRUGHG�HDFK�\HDU�VLQFH� WKH�VWDUW�RI� WKH�VXUYH\� LQ�������7KHVH�JUDSKV�GR�QRW� WDNH�
into account the numbers of individual birds recorded or a range of other factors that are used to 
calculate the BBS trends, and so are less meaningful than the BBS trend graphs, but these graphs 
FDQ�EH�XVHIXO�YLVXDO�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�IRUWXQHV�RI�VSHFLHV�ZLWKLQ�6XVVH[��
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)LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�%%6�UHSRUWLQJ�UDWH�IRU�.HVWUHO�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������7KH�PHDQ�
%%6� VDPSOH� VL]H� IRU� WKLV� VSHFLHV� LQ� 6XVVH[� GXULQJ� WKH� SHULRG� ���������� LV� RQO\� ��� VTXDUHV��
EXW�WKLV�JUDSK�VKRZV�WKDW�.HVWUHOV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�D�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�%%6�
VTXDUHV�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������,I�%%6�FRYHUDJH�LQ�6XVVH[�FRQWLQXHV�DW�LWV�FXUUHQW�OHYHO�IRU�
VHYHUDO�PRUH�\HDUV��WKH�PHDQ�%%6�VDPSOH�VL]H�IRU�.HVWUHO�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�DQG�LW�ZLOO�KRSHIXOO\�EH�
possible to calculate BBS trends for this species.
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)LJXUH��� 7KH�%%6�UHSRUWLQJ�UDWH�IRU�.HVWUHO�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�����������
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)LJXUH��� 7KH�%%6�UHSRUWLQJ�UDWH�IRU�%X]]DUG�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�����������

)LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�%%6�UHSRUWLQJ�UDWH�IRU�%X]]DUG�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������7KLV�VSHFLHV�
LV�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�QXPEHUV�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��DQG�WKH�JUDSK�
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UHÀHFWV�WKLV��+RZHYHU��GHVSLWH�WKLV�ODUJH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�UHSRUWLQJ�UDWH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�%X]]DUGV�KDYLQJ�
EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�LQ����%%6�VTXDUHV�LQ�6XVVH[�LQ�������WKLV�VSHFLHV�ZDV�QRW�UHFRUGHG�DW�DOO�E\�WKH�
%%6� LQ������RU� ������ DQG�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� LQ�YHU\� VPDOO� QXPEHUV� RI� VTXDUHV�GXULQJ� WKH�SHULRG�
�����������PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�PHDQ�%%6�VDPSOH�VL]H�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�
����������LV�RQO\����VTXDUHV��&XUUHQWO\�LW�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�FDOFXODWH�%%6�WUHQGV�IRU�WKLV�VSHFLHV��
although it is clear that there is no conservation concern in relation to this species.

Conclusions
3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�IRU�FRPPRQ�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV�LQ�6XVVH[�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG������������GHULYHG�

from the results of the Breeding Bird Survey, have been presented here along with trend graphs 
VKRZLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�FKDQJHV�IRU�DOO����VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK� WUHQGV�FDQ�FXUUHQWO\�EH�FDOFXODWHG� LQ�
6XVVH[��3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�FDOFXODWHG�HYHU\�\HDU��DQG�WKHVH�SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV�
and the accompanying trend graphs for increasing numbers of species will be published regularly 
E\� WKH�6XVVH[�2UQLWKRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\�� ,Q�RUGHU� IRU� WKHVH�SRSXODWLRQ� WUHQGV� WR�FRQWLQXH� WR�JLYH�
UHOLDEOH� LQGLFDWLRQV� RI� WKH� IRUWXQHV� RI� EUHHGLQJ� ELUGV� LQ� 6XVVH[�� VXUYH\� FRYHUDJH� QHHGV� WR� EH�
maintained or increased, and new volunteers are welcomed and should contact the author.
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Appendix 1
3RSXODWLRQ�WUHQG�JUDSKV�IRU�6XVVH[�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����������IRU�WKH����VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK�WUHQGV�
can be calculated in Sussex and which are not discussed above. Solid line, population index 

UHODWLYH�WR�DQ�DUELWUDU\�LQGH[�RI�����LQ�������GDVKHG�OLQHV��XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�����FRQ¿GHQFH�OLPLWV�
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Magpie                     Jay
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Carrion Crow                    Goldcrest
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Skylark                    Swallow
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Blackbird                    Robin
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Dunnock                    Pied Wagtail
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Goldfinch                    Linnet
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Leucistic Grey Heron at Bewl Water

SOS Records Committee

,I�RQH�JODQFHV�RQO\�EULHÀ\�DW�WKH�SKRWRJUDSK�EHORZ�RQH�FRXOG�EH�IRUJLYHQ�IRU�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�LW�
shows a Great White Egret Ardea alba.  

+RZHYHU��RQ�FORVHU�LQVSHFWLRQ�WKH�ELUG�GRHV�QRW�ORRN�TXLWH�ULJKW�IRU�D�*UHDW�:KLWH�(JUHW��,W�
ORRNV�WRR�FXPEHUVRPH�DQG�ODUJH�ERGLHG��7KH�KHDG�DSSHDUV�WRR�ODUJH�DQG�VKRZV�VRPH�EODFN�RQ�
the crown. Also, the neck is thick and not serpentine as in an egret. The bird is in fact a leucistic 
Grey Heron Ardea cineria SKRWRJUDSKHG�DW�%HZO�:DWHU�RQ����0D\������E\�0DOFROP�)UHHPDQ�
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UNUSUAL RECORDS
$OO�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�XQXVXDO�VSHFLHV�OLVWHG�EHORZ�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�E\�WKH�5HFRUGV�

&RPPLWWHH�DQG�LW�PD\�EH�DVVXPHG�WKDW�WKRVH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�6XVVH[�%LUG�5HSRUW�KDYH�
been fully authenticated.

Whooper Swan dĞŵŵŝŶĐŬ Ɛ͛�̂ ƟŶƚ Greenish Warbler
Bean Goose (both races) White-rumped Sandpiper Pallas’s Leaf Warbler
Pink-footed Goose Pectoral Sandpiper Yellow-browed Warbler
American Wigeon �ƵīͲďƌĞĂƐƚĞĚ�̂ ĂŶĚƉŝƉĞƌ Radde’s Warbler
Green-winged Teal Red-necked Phalarope Dusky Warbler
Ring-necked Duck Grey Phalarope Barred Warbler
Ferruginous Duck Pomarine Skua (except spring) Subalpine Warbler
All pheasants (except Common) Long-tailed Skua Icterine Warbler
White-billed Diver Sabine’s Gull Melodious Warbler
All shearwaters (except Manx) Ring-billed Gull �ƋƵĂƟĐ�tĂƌďůĞƌ
All petrels (except Fulmar) Caspian Gull Marsh Warbler
�ĂƩůĞ��ŐƌĞƚ Iceland Gull Rose-coloured Starling
Great White Egret Glaucous Gull Dipper
Purple Heron White-winged Black Tern Bluethroat
White Stork Roseate Tern Red-breasted Flycatcher
Honey-buzzard Black Guillemot Richard’s Pipit
Black Kite >ŝƩůĞ��ƵŬ Tawny Pipit
White-tailed Eagle WƵĸŶ Red-throated Pipit
Montagu’s Harrier �ůƉŝŶĞ�̂ ǁŝŌ Serin
Goshawk European Bee-eater Twite
Rough-legged Buzzard Golden Oriole Common (Mealy) Redpoll
Red-footed Falcon Red-backed Shrike �ƌĐƟĐ�ZĞĚƉŽůů
^ƉŽƩĞĚ��ƌĂŬĞ Woodchat Shrike Parrot Crossbill
Corn Crake Chough �ŽŵŵŽŶ�ZŽƐĞĮŶĐŚ
Common Crane Hooded Crow >ĂƉůĂŶĚ��ƵŶƟŶŐ
Stone-curlew Willow Tit �ŝƌů��ƵŶƟŶŐ
<ĞŶƟƐŚ�WůŽǀĞƌ Short-toed Lark KƌƚŽůĂŶ��ƵŶƟŶŐ
�ŽƩĞƌĞů Shore Lark ZƵƐƟĐ��ƵŶƟŶŐ
American Golden Plover Red-rumped Swallow >ŝƩůĞ��ƵŶƟŶŐ

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ �͕ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ƌĂĐĞƐ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ŽĐĐƵƌƌŝŶŐ�ŽŶĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ �͗�ůĂĐŬ��ƌĂŶƚ͕�

͚�ĂůƟĐ �͛fuscus Lesser Black-backed Gull, ‘Northern’ argentatus Herring Gull (except Rye Bay), Kumlien’s Gull, 

‘Scandinavian’ ůŝƩŽƌĂůŝƐ�ZŽĐŬ�WŝƉŝƚ �͕zĞůůŽǁ�tĂŐƚĂŝů�ĂŶĚ�͚ �ŽŶƟŶĞŶƚĂů͛ �ater��ŽĂů�dŝƚ �͘,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�

ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƐƵďͲƐƉĞĐŝĞƐͬƌĂĐĞƐ �͗WĂůĞͲďĞůůŝĞĚ��ƌĞŶƚ�'ŽŽƐĞ �͕intermedius Lesser Black-backed Gull, 

White Wagtail and Greenland Wheatear.

/ƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƵŶƵƐƵĂů�ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ�Žƌ�

on an unusual date.  
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Records of unusual species should be submitted on, or in the same format as, the forms 
available from the Recorder or from the SOS website. Completed forms should be sent to the 
Recorder, preferably by email although postal submissions will also be accepted. 

:KHUH�FOHDU�SKRWRJUDSKV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�DVVHVVPHQW�E\�WKH�5HFRUGV�&RPPLWWHH�RQO\�WKH�¿UVW�
page of the Scarce Records Form need be completed. 

5HSRUWV� RI� QDWLRQDO� UDULWLHV� DV� GH¿QHG� E\� WKH�British Birds Rarities Committee should be 
submitted to the Recorder either in the same format as above or on forms available from the 
secretary of the BBRC.

Registered Charity 256936

THE SUSSEX ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Who are we and what do we do?
7KH�6RFLHW\�ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ������WR�SURPRWH�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ��VWXG\��FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�HQMR\PHQW�

RI�ELUGV�LQ�6XVVH[�
:H�HQFRXUDJH�RXU�PHPEHUV�WR�NHHS�UHFRUGV�RI�ELUGV�VHHQ�LQ�6XVVH[�DQG�WR�VXEPLW�WKHVH�WR�

our county database. This has over two million records which are vitally important in helping us 
PRQLWRU�RXU�FKDQJLQJ�ELUG�SRSXODWLRQV��WKH\�DUH�DOVR�UHJXODUO\�XVHG�IRU�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�SXUSRVHV�

:KDW�DUH�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�EHLQJ�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�626"
0HPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�626�HQWLWOHV�\RX�WR�UHFHLYH�IRXU�TXDUWHUO\�QHZVOHWWHUV�D�\HDU��SOXV�D�FRS\�

RI�WKH�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�DQQXDO�6XVVH[�%LUG�5HSRUW��ZKLFK�KDV�DFFRXQWV�RI�DOO�WKH�VSHFLHV�UHFRUGHG�
LQ� 6XVVH[� GXULQJ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� \HDU�� DV�ZHOO� DV� DUWLFOHV� RQ� UHFHQW� 6XVVH[� ELUG� VXUYH\V� DQG� RQ�
D� YDULHW\� RI� LQWHUHVWLQJ�6XVVH[� RUQLWKRORJLFDO�PDWWHUV��<RX� FDQ� DOVR� DWWHQG� WKH� VRFLHW\¶V� HYHU�
SRSXODU�FRQIHUHQFH�HDFK�-DQXDU\�DQG�JR�RQ�VRPH����RXWLQJV�D�\HDU�ZKLFK�DUH�OHG�E\�VRPH�RI�
6XVVH[¶V�EHVW�ELUGHUV��0HPEHUVKLS�RI� WKH�VRFLHW\� LV�RSHQ� WR�DQ\RQH�DQG�\RXU�PHPEHUVKLS�IHH�
FRQWULEXWHV�WR�RXU�LPSRUWDQW�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�ZRUN�WR�KHOS�6XVVH[¶V�ELUGV�

9LVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�ZZZ�VRV�RUJ�XN�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODWHVW�
ELUG�VLJKWLQJV�LQ�6XVVH[��DQG�WR�¿QG�D�ZHDOWK�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�

WKH�VRFLHW\�DQG�KRZ�WR�MRLQ�XV�



 Dove, Parakeet, Cuckoo 117  Doves, Parakeets, Cuckoos 117 Systematic List 117 Index 267

$XN��/LWWOH� ���
$XN�VSHFLHV� ���
$YRFHW� � ��

%HH�HDWHU� ���
%LWWHUQ��(XUDVLDQ� ��
%ODFNELUG� ���
%ODFNFDS� ���
%OXHWKURDW� ���
%UDPEOLQJ� ���
%XOO¿QFK� ���
%XQWLQJ��&RUQ� ���
%XQWLQJ��/DSODQG� ���
%XQWLQJ��5HHG� ���
%XQWLQJ��6QRZ� ���
%X]]DUG��&RPPRQ� ��
%X]]DUG��5RXJK�OHJJHG� ��

&KDI¿QFK� ���
&KLIIFKDII� ���
&RRW� ��
&RUPRUDQW� ��
&UDQH� ��
&URVVELOO��&RPPRQ� ���
&URVVELOO��3DUURW� ���
&URZ��&DUULRQ� ���
&XUOHZ� ��
&XFNRR��&RPPRQ� ���

'LYHU��%ODFN�WKURDWHG� ��
'LYHU��*UHDW�1RUWKHUQ� ��
'LYHU��5HG�WKURDWHG� ��
'LYHU�VSHFLHV� ��
'RWWHUHO� ��
'RYH��&ROODUHG� ���
'RYH��6WRFN� ���
'RYH��7XUWOH� ���
'XFN��/RQJ�WDLOHG� ��

Index

Species in Systematic List

'XFN��0DQGDULQ� ��
'XFN��5XGG\� ��
'XFN��7XIWHG� ��
'XQOLQ� ��
'XQQRFN� ���

(JUHW��&DWWOH� ��
(JUHW��*UHDW�:KLWH� ��
(JUHW��/LWWOH� ��
Eider, Common 33

)DOFRQ��5HG�IRRWHG� ��
)LHOGIDUH� ���
Firecrest ���
Flycatcher, Pied ���
)O\FDWFKHU��5HG�EUHDVWHG� ���
Flycatcher, Spotted ���
Fulmar ��

Gadwall ��
Gannet ��
Garganey ��
*RGZLW��%DU�WDLOHG ��
*RGZLW��%ODFN�WDLOHG ��
Goldcrest ���
Goldeneye ��
*ROG¿QFK ���
Goosander ��
Goose, Canada ��
Goose, Barnacle ��
*RRVH��%HDQ� ��
Goose, Brent ��
Goose, Egyptian 22
Goose, Greylag ��
*RRVH��3LQN�IRRWHG ��
*RRVH��:KLWH�IURQWHG ��
*RVKDZN� ��
*UHEH��%ODFN�QHFNHG ��
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Grebe, Great Crested ��
Grebe, Little ��
*UHEH��5HG�QHFNHG ��
Grebe, Slavonian ��
*UHHQ¿QFK ���
Greenshank ���
Guillemot, Common ���
*XOO��%ODFN�KHDGHG ���
*XOO��&DVSLDQ� ���
Gull, Common ���
*XOO��*ODXFRXV� ���
*XOO��*UHDW�%ODFN�EDFNHG ���
Gull, Herring ���
*XOO��,FHODQG� ���
*XOO��/HVVHU�%ODFN�EDFNHG ���
Gull, Little ���
Gull, Mediterranean ���
*XOO��6DELQH¶V� ���
*XOO��<HOORZ�OHJJHG ���

Harrier, Hen ��
Harrier, Marsh ��
+DZ¿QFK ���
Heron, Grey ��
+HURQ��1LJKW� ��
+HURQ��3XUSOH� ��
+HURQ��6TXDFFR� ��
Hobby ��
+RQH\�EX]]DUG ��
+RRSRH� ���

,ELV��*ORVV\� ��

-DFNGDZ ���
-D\ ���

.HVWUHO ��

.LQJ¿VKHU ���

.LWH��5HG� ��

.LWWLZDNH ���

.QRW ��

Lapwing ��
Lark, Shore ���

Linnet  ���

Magpie ���
Mallard  ��
Martin, House  ���
Martin, Sand ���
0HUJDQVHU��+RRGHG� ��
0HUJDQVHU��5HG�EUHDVWHG ��
Merlin ��
Moorhen  ��

Nightingale, Common  ���
1LJKWMDU ���
Nuthatch  ���

2ULROH��*ROGHQ� ���
Osprey  ��
2X]HO��5LQJ� ���
Owl, Barn  ���
Owl, Little  ���
2ZO��/RQJ�HDUHG� ���
2ZO��6KRUW�HDUHG� ���
Owl, Tawny  ���
Oystercatcher  ��

3DUDNHHW��5RVH�ULQJHG� ���
Partridge, Grey  ��
3DUWULGJH��5HG�OHJJHG� ��
3HUHJULQH� ��
3HWUHO��/HDFK¶V� ��
3HWUHO��6WRUP� ��
Pheasant, Common  ��
Phalarope, Grey  ���
3LJHRQ��)HUDO� ���
Pintail  ��
Pipit, Meadow  ���
Pipit, Rock  ���
3LSLW��7DZQ\� ���
Pipit, Tree  ���
Pipit, Water  ���
Plover, Golden  ��
Plover, Grey  ��
3ORYHU��.HQWLVK� ��
Plover, Little Ringed  ��
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Plover, Ringed  ��
Pochard, Common  ��
3RFKDUG��5HG�FUHVWHG� ��

Quail ��

Rail, Water  ��
Raven  ���
5D]RUELOO� ���
Redpoll, Lesser  ���
5HGSROO��&RPPRQ�� ���
Redshank, Common ���
Redshank, Spotted  ��
Redstart, Black  ���
Redstart, Common  ���
Redwing  ���
Robin  ���
Rook  ���
5RVH¿QFK��&RPPRQ� ���
Ruff  ��

Sanderling  ��
Sandpiper, Common  ��
Sandpiper, Curlew  ��
Sandpiper, Green  ��
Sandpiper, Pectoral  ��
Sandpiper, Purple  ��
6DQGSLSHU��7HUHN� ��
Sandpiper, Wood  ���
Scaup, Greater  32
Scoter, Common  33
Scoter, Velvet  ��
6HULQ� ���
Shag  ��
Shearwater, Balearic  ��
6KHDUZDWHU��&RU\¶V� ��
6KHDUZDWHU��0DQ[� ��
Shearwater, Sooty ��
Shelduck, Common  23
Shoveler  ��
Shrike, Great Grey  ���
6KULNH��5HG�EDFNHG� ���
Siskin  ���
Skua, Arctic  ���

Skua, Great  ���
6NXD��/RQJ�WDLOHG� ���
Skua, Pomarine  ���
6N\ODUN� ���
Smew  ��
Snipe, Common  ��
6QLSH��-DFN� ��
Sparrowhawk  ��
Sparrow, House  ���
Sparrow, Tree  ���
Spoonbill  ��
Starling, Common  ���
6WDUOLQJ��5RVH�FRORXUHG� ���
6WLOW��%ODFN�ZLQJHG� ��
Stint, Little  ��
6WLQW��7HPPLQFN¶V� ��
Stonechat, Eurasian ���
6WRQHFKDW��6LEHULDQ� ���
6WRQH�FXUOHZ�� ��
6WRUN��%ODFN� ��
6WRUN��:KLWH� ��
Swallow, Barn  ���
6ZDQ��%HZLFN¶V  ��
Swan, Mute  ��
6ZDQ��:KRRSHU�� ��
Swift, Common  ���

Teal, Eurasian ��
7HUQ��$UFWLF� ���
Tern, Black  ���
Tern, Common  ���
Tern, Common/Arctic  ���
Tern, Little  ���
Tern, Roseate  ���
Tern, Sandwich  ���
Thrush, Mistle  ���
Thrush, Song  ���
Tit, Bearded  ���
Tit, Blue  ���
Tit, Coal  ���
Tit, Great  ���
7LW��/RQJ�WDLOHG� ���
Tit, Marsh  ���
Treecreeper ���
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Turnstone  ���

Wagtail, Grey  ���
Wagtail, Pied  ���
Wagtail, Yellow ���
Warbler, Barred ���
:DUEOHU��&HWWL¶V� ���
Warbler, Dartford  ���
:DUEOHU��*DUGHQ�� ���
Warbler, Grasshopper  ���
:DUEOHU��*UHDW�5HHG� ���
:DUEOHU��+XPH¶V� ���
Warbler, Marsh  ���
:DUEOHU��0HORGLRXV� ���
:DUEOHU��3DGG\¿HOG� ���
:DUEOHU��3DOODV¶V�/HDI� ���
:DUEOHU��5HHG� ���
Warbler, Sedge  ���
:DUEOHU��:LOORZ�� ���
Warbler, Wood  ���

:DUEOHU��<HOORZ�EURZHG� ���
:D[ZLQJ� ���
:KHDWHDU��'HVHUW� ���
Wheatear, Northern ���
Whimbrel  ��
Whinchat  ���
Whitethroat, Common  ���
Whitethroat, Lesser  ���
Wigeon, Eurasian ��
Woodcock  ��
:RRGODUN� ���
Woodpecker, Great Spotted  ���
Woodpecker, Green  ���
Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted  ���
:RRGSLJHRQ� ���
Wren  ���
Wryneck  ���

Yellowhammer  ���

 

+RRGHG�0HUJDQVHU��3DJKDP�+DUERXU��1RYHPEHU�������7UHYRU�*X\�
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