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Sussex Bird Report 2004 — Amendments & Corrections.
Very few errors in the 2004 Report were brought to the Editor’s attention; details of

the more significant of these and of any additional records for previous years can be found
under the relevant species in the Systematic List.
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EDITORIAL

Thanks are again due to the many contributors who submitted their records for
inclusion in this 58" Sussex Bird Report. This year there has been a huge increase in the
number of records and contributors. Much of this increase comes from the data recorded
through the BirdTrack project (organised by the BTO on behalf of the BTO, RSPB and
BirdWatch Ireland) but additional records have also been generated by the enlargement of
the Breeding Bird Survey in Sussex and the exchange of data with the Sussex Biodiversity
Records Centre. A full list of acknowledgements to those submitting records, and to the
many people who took part in regular surveys and counts, is given on pages 200 - 206.

Number\Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Submitting records 383 472 507 590 796
Records received 49,553 60,031 59,040 65,730 87,586
Species recorded 257 261 258 262 263
Birds ringed 32,833 45,650 52,449 57,538 58,739
Species ringed 123 104 113 119 124
Species on county list 384 386 388 389 389

The species accounts were written by a large team of authors, namely CJR Barfield,
IT Barnard, S Bayley, Mrs VP Bentley, PM Brayshaw, C Brooks, W Coleman, DEG
Copeland, JR Cowser, Mrs H Crabtree, DE Crawley, J Curson, P Everitt, RJ
Fairbank, D Green, AC Gutteridge, JA Hobson, CA Holt, A House, P James, ME
Kalaher, G Kennett, R Knight, Rev PJ Le Seuer, SH Linington, DJ Madgin, R
Menhenett, GA Metcalf, JA Newnham, TW Parmenter, PN Paul, RT Pepper, A
Perry, A Podmore, J Pryor, CJ Reay, GCM Roberts, A Thomas, AB Watson, JA
Whitman and TJ Wilson. The initials at the end of each species account identify the
writer to whom sincere thanks are extended.

Thanks are also due to Paul James, Phil Jones, Leonard Mann, John Newnham,
Robin Pepper, Adrian Thomas and Barry Yates who read through the species accounts
and suggested a number of improvements. As in previous years, some of the draft
accounts have been altered and edited to reflect the suggestions made and to summarise
the records in a more accessible form for future researchers. I trust that this action will not
have offended any of the authors but, if it has done so, I offer my sincere apologies.

In addition to those already mentioned, special thanks go to Tony Cocks for editing
the scientific papers, Jon Curson for writing the Review of the Year, Ian Barnard for
selecting the photographs for inclusion in the Report, John Hobson for organising the
writing (and for the assembly) of the Systematic List, John Newnham for organising the
computerisation of all the records and David Brothwell for typesetting the text.

Last year’s Report was awarded joint first place in what was the last year of the BTO’s
Best Annual Bird Report Competition. This is a fitting reward for all the time and effort
that has to be put into the production of the Report by so many people.

Nick Paul, November 2006



REVIEW OF 2005
by Jon Curson

As in previous years, this review of 2005 is a chronological summary, month by
month, of the year’s weather and significant birds, including high counts of various
species, first and last arrival/departure dates and other interesting and unusual records. A
total of 263 species was recorded in the county, which is slightly more than the 258 species
recorded last year. The totals recorded since 1996 range between 257 (in 1998 and 2001)
and 269 (in 2000).

There were a number of rare and exciting species recorded in 2005. A Great Spotted
Cuckoo, which turned up at almost the exact location and time as the previous one 15
years ago, provided a very welcome repeat for those few who missed that long-staying
bird. A long-staying Kumlien’s Gull in the Brighton area from January to March was the
first record for the county of this North American race of Iceland Gull. A Green-winged
Teal at Pulborough Brooks was only the 10" county record and a Caspian Gull at
Pebsham Pond (Filsham) in February was a good example of a sub-species seldom
recorded in Sussex but which is probably under-recorded. The autumn provided a bonanza
of rare Phylloscopus warblers, including record numbers of Yellow-browed Warbler, the
county’s third Greenish Warbler, fourth Dusky and Western Bonelli’s Warblers, and
11" & 12" Radde’s Warblers. In complete contrast, and due probably to a change in
wind direction at the end of October, there was only one Pallas’s Leaf Warbler. A very
good autumn also provided Sussex’s third (and disappointingly short-staying) Laughing
Gull, 10" and 11™ Little Buntings (including the latest one recorded), the largest recorded
influx of Continental Coal Tits, two Penduline Tits, good numbers of Sooty and
Balearic Shearwaters, Leach’s Storm-petrels and Grey Phalaropes, and a movement of
Brambling in early November which eclipsed anything previously seen in the county.

The pair of Red Kites that first nested last year bred again, rearing three young and
record breaking numbers were recorded in the county. Four pairs of Honey-buzzards
reared young, Little Egrets and Ravens continued their colonisation as breeding species
and, although there was no evidence of nesting, a pair of Stone-curlews summered on the
Sussex downs for the first time since 1981. Arrival and departure dates were broken by
the earliest Garden Warbler and Honey-buzzard, the latest ever Hobby and the first
May record for Waxwing.

Photographs of some of the birds listed in this review can be found within the Report
and on lan Barnard’s Birds of Sussex web-site www.thebirdsofsussex.co.uk, Monthly
summaries of the year’s weather can be found at www.bbc.co.uk/weather/ukweather.

JANUARY was mild but unsettled during much of the first two weeks, with gales at the
end of the first week, although there was a brief spell of settled, sunny weather on the 2"-
3 Settled anticyclonic weather arrived on the 13™-16" with the first overnight frosts of
the year but daytime temperatures remaining mild. Atlantic depressions returned on the
17" and unsettled weather with high winds dominated for the next five days, although it
was not particularly wet and rainfall for the month as a whole was below average. The
final week was more settled and noticeably cooler with snow showers in the east of the
county on the 25" although milder weather returned at the very end of the month. Scarce
and unusual birds remaining from 2004 included the Lesser Scaup at Scotney Court GP
(until 14 March), Black Brant at West Wittering (until the 27™), a group of nine White-
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fronted Geese at Easton Farm (Earnley) which were last seen flying over Pagham Hbr on
the 3", the Great Grey Shrike in Ashdown Forest (until 27 March) and at least one of the
two Twite at West Wittering (until the 27™).

On the 1* there was a Greater Scaup at Ivy Lake (Chichester GP) and two more at
Brooklands (which stayed until 12 March). A Great Skua flew past Telscombe Cliffs,
with another past there the following day. There were also 18 Wood Larks at Stansted
Park and 150 Brambling at Stapleash Farm (Chilgrove), which was a high count for the
first winter period. On the 2™ Red-necked Grebes were seen at Darwell Res and
Michelham Priory and an unseasonal Arctic Skua was seen off Worthing Beach. On the
same day Waxwings started arriving in the county in unprecedented numbers with up to
2000 birds present at the peak in February. The next day saw arrivals of a Eurasian
Bittern at Burton MP, which was seen regularly until 22 March, and also a second-year
Kumlien’s Gull in the Brighton area, which remained until 21 March. The latter ranged
between the Marina and King Alfred in the early part of its stay but settled down at
Roedean mini golf course from 1 March. This is the first record of this North American
race of Iceland Gull for Sussex. On the 5™ a Pale-bellied Brent Goose arrived at West
Wittering, staying until 8 February. Two Sandwich Terns at Chichester Hbr were seen
regularly until the end of January. The following day there were four Pale-bellied Brent
Geese at Pagham Hbr, which stayed until the 22™. There were also three Sandwich Terns
at Climping Gap and three Water Pipits at Sidlesham SF (which stayed until 31 March
with four seen on the 8"). On the 7" a Great Skua flew past Brighton Marina, on the 8" a
Little Auk was seen at Selsey Bill and on the 9™ a Glaucous Gull flew past Telscombe
Cliffs, the first of four seen during the first winter period.

On the 13™ a first winter male Long-tailed Duck arrived at Emsworth Channel
(Chichester Hbr) and was seen there regularly until 23 March. On the 15™ another Long-
tailed Duck was recorded flying over Rye Hbr. The 16" continued the duck theme with a
Red-crested Pochard at Chichester GP, a Greater Scaup at Bewl Water, ten Smew at
Castle Water (Rye Hbr), which was the highest count of the year, and a Water Pipit at
Barcombe Res. On the 19™ there were 100 Sanderling at Goring Beach and two days later
a Great Skua flew past Brighton Marina. A female Greater Scaup was recorded on the
25™ at Waltham Brooks and the following day a Red-necked Grebe flew past Telscombe
Cliffs and a Great Skua was picked up dead at Rye GC. On the 27" an Iceland Gull was
seen at Pagham Hbr, the only one of the year of the race glaucoides. The next day a
Glaucous Gull was found at Cuckmere Haven and was seen regularly until 8 February,
although it could be elusive at times. It was recorded as a first or a second-year bird but the
author of this review considers that it was without doubt a first-year bird (based on bill
pattern, eye colour and plumage). On the 30" eight Little Stints at East Head (Chichester
Hbr) was the highest count of the first winter period.

The January WeBS count recorded 7195 Dark-bellied Brent Geese and 1084
Eurasian Teal in Chichester Hbr and 386 Pochard in Rye Bay.

FEBRUARY was also remarkably mild for the first half of the month, although there
was an overnight frost on the 7" although four nights later southeast England enjoyed one
of its mildest February nights on record. This period was also noticeably dry, with below
average rainfall again during the month overall. Temperatures took a plunge as a cold
front moved through on the 12", and fell even more noticeably on the 18" as another cold
front introduced Arctic air and snow showers in the east. The last week saw blizzards
affecting many parts of eastern England and there was some significant snowfall in the



eastern part of the county during this period. The month began with two Pale-bellied
Brent Geese at Scotney Court GP on the 1% and two Red-necked Grebes off Worthing
the following day. Five Eurasian Bitterns at Castle Water on the 5™ was the highest
count of the year and a Great Skua flew past Birling Gap (Beachy Head). The following
day another Red-necked Grebe was seen flying past Selsey Bill. On the 8" 3000
Razorbills past Brighton Marina set a new high day count for the county and the same
number was recorded there on the 17", Also on the 9" a Water Pipit was at Thorney
Deeps (Chichester Hbr) and the following day 40,200 Common Gulls roosted on Bewl
Water, which was the highest count of the year for this species. A Sandwich Tern at
Selsey Bill on the 12™ was perhaps a wintering bird rather than an early migrant. There
was a Little Auk off Worthing Beach on the 13™ and a male Green-winged Teal at
Pulborough Brooks on the 16" was only the 10" county record. There was also a Twite at
Peacehaven on the 16™ which stayed until 14 March. On the 19" a second-winter Caspian
Gull at Pebsham Pond was a good record of a sub-species which is not often recorded in
the county but which is probably a regular visitor. On the 21* the White-fronted Goose
flock at Scotney Court GP peaked at 140, on the 25™ there were three Water Pipits at
Fishbourne SF, on the 27" a Great Grey Shrike was found west of Partridge Green which
stayed until 27 March and on the last day of the month a Spoonbill at Pagham Hbr was
also seen on several days in March and was the first of 17 seen during the year

The February WeBS count recorded 7278 Dark-bellied Brent Goose and 812
Common Shelduck in Chichester Hbr and 3286 Eurasian Wigeon at Amberley Wild
Brooks.

MARCH continued cold during the first week, with more snow over the Weald and the
east of the county in particular. A thaw began on the 9" and much of the remainder of the
month was dominated by a southwesterly airflow and rather unsettled but mild weather,
with high pressure briefly settling things down from 18"-21°'. Despite the unsettled nature
of most of the month, rainfall was below average once again. On the 1% a Twite was seen
briefly at Widewater (Lancing) and on the 2" 260 Tree Sparrows in the Pannel Valley
was by far the largest flock recorded during the year. The following day 400 Chaffinches
at Stapleash Fm was also the highest count of the first winter period. On the 7" two Pale-
bellied Brent Geese at Pagham Hbr were perhaps two of the four seen there in January.
On the 9™ a Long-tailed Duck flew past Selsey Bill and one was also seen there from the
13" to the 24", The arrival of spring was heralded on the 10™ by the first Sand Martin at
Funtington and the first Northern Wheatear at Rye Hbr. On the 12" a Scandinavian
Rock Pipit was seen at Shoreham Fort and the next day three found in the lower
Cuckmere stayed until the 16™. The spring theme continued on the 13™ with the first eight
Yellow Wagtails of the year at Weir Wood Res. Also on the 16™ a pair of Garganey at
the Breech Pool (Pagham Hbr) and two Common Redstarts at Selsey Bill were the first of
the year. On the 18™ a Stone-curlew flew over Roedean and the first two House Martins
of the year were at Lewes Brooks.

On the 19" the first Barn Swallow was recorded at Shopham Bridge (Byworth), the
first Ring Ouzel of the spring was at Sheepcote Valley (Brighton) and there were seven
Black Redstarts at Beachy Head with eight at Selsey Bill the following day when the first
Little Ringed Plover of the year also arrived at Chichester GP. A Spoonbill which flew
past Selsey Bill on the 21% may have been the Pagham bird. On the 23 at Pagham Hbr a
Hoopoe was the first of five and the first Whitethroat of the year was seen there while the
first Willow Warblers of the year were at Ovingdean and Ashdown Forest. The following



day Ospreys over Brighton and Pett Level were the first of 23 that were seen up to 10 Jun.
The first Nightingale of the year was at Wyckham Farm (Steyning) and the first Sedge
Warbler was at Castle Water on the 25", while the following day Serins were seen at
Cow Gap (Beachy Head) and Brighton Marina. On the 28" another Serin was seen at
Edburton and a Garden Warbler at Rowland’s Castle was the first of the year and set a
new early arrival date for this species by 2 days. The month ended with the first Cuckoo
of the year heard at Polegate on the 31

APRIL was typically changeable, with showers and rain interspersed with spells of
more settled and sunny weather. The middle of the second week produced the longest spell
of settled weather and the last week was particularly wet with Atlantic fronts bringing
some significant rainfall. Overall rainfall was about average but it was a noticeably warm
month with temperatures significantly above the average. On the first day of the month a
first-winter Glaucous Gull was seen at Brighton Marina and the first Tree Pipit of the
year was at Southease. On the 2™ the first Arctic Tern was recorded at Brighton Marina,
while, on the 3, four Black-necked Grebes were seen there, a Hoopoe was at Rickney
Marshes (Pevensey) and a Great Spotted Cuckoo was found at Adur Recreation Ground,
almost exactly the same location as the last one in the county 15 years previously. It did
not linger but thankfully was relocated at the mini golf course at Brooklands on the 5™,
where it remained until the 9". A first-winter Glaucous Gull on the Adur Estuary on the
4™ may have been the same as the Marina bird of three days earlier; presumably the same
bird then moved to Brooklands and remained there until the 6. On the 7™ the first
Whinchat of the year was at Pulborough Brooks and the following day an immature
Spoonbill was at Widewater. As usual, there were frequent first sightings in mid-April,
with 11 Manx Shearwaters past Brighton Marina, a Eurasian Reed Warbler at
Piddinghoe on the 9", Hobbies at Ambersham Common and at Brooklands on the 10™, a
Swift in off the sea at Church Norton, Pied Flycatchers at Hodcombe (Beachy Head) and
Church Norton on the 11", a Grasshopper Warbler at Seaford Head on the 13", an early
Pomarine Skua past Selsey Bill the following day, Wood Warblers at Paines Wood
(Arundel) and Cissbury Ring on the 16", and Turtle Dove and Lesser Whitethroat at
Toot Rock (Pett). The last Redwings of the winter were noted at Burgess Hill on the 17®,

On the 18" 21 Great Skuas flew past Birling Gap in 4 hr and the following day 26
Velvet Scoters which flew past there was the highest count of the spring. Also on the 19",
296 Little Gulls past Splash Point (Seaford) was the highest count of the spring for this
species and the first Spotted Flycatcher of the year was at Pulborough Brooks. On the
22™ the first Roseate Tern of the year at Brighton Marina was followed by another one
there on the 30™. A first-summer male Black-winged Stilt was at Pulborough Brooks on
the 23™ (staying until 25" ) when 123 Mediterranean Gulls at Rye Hbr was a record; the
seventh year in a row that the highest count has been exceeded for this species! A
Woodchat Shrike arrived at Combe Haven on the 25" (staying until the 27™), while 270
Common Terns, 12 Arctic Terns and 18 Sandwich Terns feeding inside Brighton
Marina was unusual. A Black Kite which flew over Hailsham on the 27" was presumably
the same bird seen over Boreham Bridge (Pevensey Level) on 1 May, and a White Stork
drifted northeast over Hailsham on 28" On the last day of the month two Honey-
buzzards at Hollingdean (Brighton) were the first of the year, setting a new county arrival
date record. There was also a Stone-curlew and the county’s 13™ Subalpine Warbler at
Beachy Head, and a count of 373 Whimbrel at Rye Hbr was the highest at this regular
spring stopover site.



MAY saw low pressure producing significant rainfall and thunderstorms over much of
Britain but, as so often is the case, the southeastern corner of the country missed out on
much of this rain and rainfall in Sussex was below the seasonal average yet again. The
night of the 4"-5" was unseasonably cold with a ground fiost in the north of the county,
and it remained cold and rather windy for the next four days before high pressure returned
and temperatures rose to more typically May values. The period 10"-15" saw high
pressure bringing warm daytime temperatures but chilly nights, before pressure fell again
and an easterly wind brought some much needed but patchy rain to East Sussex on the
14" An unsettled end to the month saw a southerly airflow with very warm temperatures
on the 27" and a period of heavy rain on the 30™. The month started with a Honey-
buzzard and a first summer female Black-winged Stilt in the lower Cuckmere on the first
day. One Waxwing was still in the county, representing the first May record, and the last
Fieldfare of the winter was at Balcombe. The following day a summer plumaged Great
Northern Diver and three Roseate Terns flew past Brighton Marina and there was a
Hoopoe at Henfield Levels. On the 3 the first Nightjar of the year returned to Ashdown
Forest and on the 5" a White Stork which drifted northeast over Bodiam may have been
the Hailsham bird from the end of April and the bird which was seen over Pett Level the
following day. On the 7" a Gull-billed Tern scen at Rye Hbr was presumably the same
bird seen subsequently at Widewater on the 21%, at Selsey and Worthing on the 22" and
on the R Adur at Shoreham Airport on the 26" where it was seen until 6 June. A Roseate
Tern was seen at Selsey Bill on the 8" and the following day White Storks were seen
over Stanley Common and the Cuckmere. Also on the 9t g Montagu’s Harrier graced
Thorney Deeps (until the 15™) and 15 Hobbies over Amberley Wild Brooks was a high
count for the year in what have become regular spring ‘gatherings’ of this species, usually
at wetland sites where they hawk Hairy Dragonflies.

The following few days produced some good seawatching with another summer
plumaged Great Northern Diver past Brighton Marina, 54 Pomarine Skuas (the highest
spring count), a Roseate Tern past Splash Point on the 12™ and, three days later, three
more Roseate Terns past Brighton Marina. Also on the 12™ a Hoopoe at Beeding Brooks
was probably the same as the one at Henfield ten days earlier. On the 14™ a Spoonbill was
at Pagham Harbour and on the 18" another Hoopoe was found at Upwaltham. On the 21
a Montagu’s Harrier flew in off the sea at Pagham Hbr and the next day a Cattle Egret
turned up for a four-day stay at Southease and a Wryneck appeared at Woods Mill. (It was
probably the same bird as that seen in a nearby garden the following day). On the 27" a
Honey-buzzard was at Thorney Island and on the 29" up to 6 Common Quail were
calling at Steep Down (Lancing) (until 10 July) which were, along with one at Steyning
Round Hill, the first records for the year. Also on the 29" there was a Black-necked
Grebe at Barcombe Res, another Hoopoe at West Dean (until the 30™) and two European
Storm-petrels at what is becoming the traditional summer site of Selsey Bill (there were
also two there on 5 June). May ended with a Red-rumped Swallow at Birling Gap on the
30™ a Montagu’s Harrier at North Marden being mobbed by a pair of Common Buzzards
and a European Bee-eater at Hodcombe, both on the 31*.

JUNE started rather damp with coastal fog for the first week but high pressure then
began to dominate the weather, resulting in some very warm temperatures. The middle of
the month was mostly fine and dry but the last week saw unsettled and thundery weather
with some torrential downpours. Rainfall was about average over the UK as a whole but
Sussex was slightly less wet than many areas further north and west. A pair of European



Bee-eaters at Shoreham on the 1 stayed until the following day, while less exciting but
interesting nevertheless was a leucistic House Sparrow at Henfield. On the 3™ there were
two Red-backed Shrikes, a male at Amberley Wild Brooks and a female at Combe
Haven. On the 6" a White Stork soared south over South Bersted and a Honey-buzzard
came in off the sea at Brighton, while a European Golden Plover at Sheepcote Valley
was rather unseasonal. On the 8" there were three Red Kites at Steyning in what was
another record breaking year for this species. On the 11" there was a Common Rosefinch
at Goring Gap, three Little Stints at Barcombe Res which were the first of the autumn,
and a Short-eared Owl at Pulborough Brooks which was considered to be a late spring
bird. Forty four Mistle Thrushes at Chilgrove on the 19" was a high count for the year
and the following day there was another White Stork in a field at Wartling, with
presumably the same bird roosting at Ringmer on the 22" On the 24™ a White Stork at
Chichester was probably the Wartling/ Ringmer bird and another Honey-buzzard flew
over Hollingdean. The following day three Roseate Terns at Ternery Pool (Rye Hbr) was
a high count with one or two being seen daily from 14 June to 24 July.

The county’s breeding birds experienced mixed fortunes. Little Egrets were
confirmed or thought to have bred at six sites (four in West and two in East Sussex) and a
pair of Garganey in the Pannel Valley was the only confirmed breeding of this species. It
was generally a good year for raptors; four pairs of Honey-buzzard raised seven young
and a 5™ pair failed at the egg stage. The pair of Red Kites returned to nest at the same
locality in the west of the county for their second year, raising three young, and 22
different birds were seen within the home range of this pair over the year. A pair of
Goshawks was seen in the east of the county and there was probably also a pair in the
west, but no breeding success was noted at either site. Peregrines continued to do well
with 16 pairs breeding successfully and raising a total of 42 young. Sadly, waders
generally fared considerably less well than the raptors, though there were some notable
successes, including 11 pairs of Aveocet which raised 24 young at panel Valley. Thirty
nine pairs of Oystercatcher bred at five sites, with 26 of them being at Rye Hbr, although
no details of breeding success are known. A pair of Stone-curlew was present on a private
downland site during the summer but without evidence of breeding. This was the first
summering in the county since 1981. Little Ringed Plover bred at three different sites
with five pairs raising at least six young. There were pairs at seven other sites which
probably also bred. Forty two pairs of Ringed Plover attempted to breed but only 34 were
successful, the lowest total since 1981. Thirty four pairs nested on the Flat Beach at Rye
Hbr where hatching success was good but fledging success poor. A total of 84 pairs of
Lapwing bred at 12 sites, with probable breeding at a further 12. Redshank breeding was
confirmed at only eight sites (four less than last year).

Thirty seven pairs of Mediterranean Gull bred at Rye Hbr, raising more than 40
young. Eleven pairs of Great Black-backed Gull nested at six sites and raised at least ten
young but no details of nesting success are known for the five pairs in Brighton. This
species was first recorded nesting in Sussex as recently as 2000. The only recorded
breeding Little Terns were at Rye Hbr where 18 pairs raised 20 young, slightly better than
last year. Also at Rye Hbr, at least 200 pairs of Sandwich Tern raised over 300 young
which although about 25% down on last year was a very impressive count. This is by far
the most important breeding colony in the county. Commeon Terns did quite well with
153 pairs at Rye Hbr raising more than 200 young, while at New Lake (Chichester GP) 85
young were raised and a pair raised three young at Arlington Res.



Barn Owls had an excellent year, with breeding confirmed at 169 sites (111 in West
and 58 in East Sussex). This is nearly double the total of 97 sites recorded last year and
was reflected over much of England, probably due to a combination of a good berry and
nut crop the previous year and a mild winter which resulted in very high numbers of
rodents. Most pairs laid eggs two weeks earlier than normal and one pair raised two
broods. Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were reported as breeding or probably breeding at
six sites, with territorial activity noted at another four; this is the same situation as last year
and the species’ position as a breeding bird in the county remains rather precarious. The
72-73 pairs of Wood Lark which bred was an increase on the 54-55 pairs reported last
year. The 89 territories of Wren in Brighton Wild Park was a slight decline on the 102
there last year. A singing Black Redstart at Portobello was the only suggestion of
breeding this year, but the 46-47 pairs of Common Redstart reported was up on the 38
pairs breeding last year. Five reeling Grasshopper Warblers were recorded and the
estimate of 100 pairs of Dartford Warbler was very similar to the 97-102 estimated last
year. Just eight singing Wood Warblers were recorded, split between the northwest of the
county and Ashdown Forest, a similar number to last year. At least six singing male
Willow Tits were recorded at West Dean Woods, which contributed to a welcome increase
in records overall during the year. Ravens had another good year; four pairs were present
in suitable breeding habitat and, of these, two pairs each raised two young. Just 7-10 pairs
of Tree Sparrow bred in the Brede Valley (3-5 pairs down on last year) and smaller
numbers were recorded from four other sites.

JULY saw the unsettled weather from the end of June continuing for the first week, but
the middle of the month was largely warm and dry, except for a cold front which
introduced cooler air during the 18"-22"". The last week saw a return to unsettled
weather patterns with frequent showers in Sussex and an impressive tornado in
Birmingham on the 28" Rainfall was about average for the second month in succession.
The month began with the first Wood Sandpiper of the year at Rye Hbr. A Eurasian
Bittern at Castle Water on the 4" provided hope that this species might breed in the
county soon. The 7" produced two Spoonbills at Rye Hbr and a Roseate Tern at
Chichester Hbr. A Caspian Tern past Portobello on the 8" was the 16" county record and
the first since 2001. A Melodious Warbler at Hodcombe on the 17" was also present the
following day and the 19" provided a Spoonbill at Cuckmere Haven and the first returning
Purple Sandpiper of the autumn at Brighton Marina. On the 20™ there were two Balearic
Shearwaters off Telscombe Cliffs and the following day there was a White Stork over
Hamden Park (Eastbourne) and the first of 48 autumn Ospreys was at Pagham Hbr.
Balearic Shearwaters put in a notable appearance at the end of the month with one past
Saltdean on the 23™, two past Brighton Marina on the 25™, another one past Saltdean the
following day, singles past Brighton Marina and Southwick on the 30™ and one at
Shoreham Harbour on the 31%. Also on the last day of the month a Honey-buzzard was
seen at Edburton.

AUGUST began with showers and some more general rain during much of the first
week, followed by a few days of high pressure and then more unsettled weather for much
of the rest of the month, with an unseasonably deep low pressure system on the 24™
bringing some heavy rain. It settled down for the last two days of the month and became
very warm. Rainfall was below average. =~ A White Stork reportedly at Downash
(Pevensey Level) for six weeks from mid-July to the end of August may have been the one
seen over Willingdon on the 3™ and at Hamden Park in late July. A total of 249 Sedge
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Warblers trapped at Pannel Valley on the 9" was the high count of the autumn. On the
13™ a Balearic Shearwater flew past Birling Gap and the next day another one was seen
at Selsey Bill. The 17" produced a Spoonbill over Seven Sisters CP and a Stone-curlew at
Beachy Head and the following day there were five Wood Sandpipers in the Pannel
Valley. The first of 24 Wrynecks this autumn arrived at Barcombe Cross on the 19" in
what was a very good autumn for the species. On the 22"y Spoonbill flying past Seaford
Head may have been the Seven Sisters bird and a juvenile Spotted Crake and an Aquatic
Warbler were trapped in the Pannel Valley. The next day another Balearic Shearwater
flew past Brighton Marina. On the 28" 65 Shags flew past Selsey Bill in 3 1/2 hr and a
second Aquatic Warbler was trapped at Pannel Valley. The following day the last Wood
Warbler of the year was at Pagham Hbr and on the 30" a Honey-buzzard was in fields
west of Selsey. On the last day of the month further Honey-buzzards were seen at Pannel
Valley and Beachy Head, the first Hen Harrier of the autumn was a ringtail at Beachy
Head and a third Aquatic Warbler was trapped at Pannel Valley.

SEPTEMBER started with a cold front pushing across the region on the 1" but
pressure then built to give a very warm first week. It then became distinctly more
autumnal with frequent weather fronts giving unsettled weather and thunderstorms with
torrential downpours in some places. Rainfall was close to average over the UK as a
whole but there was a wide variation due to the scattered nature of the frequent
thunderstorms and Sussex was once again drier than many places. The month got off to a
good start on the 1* with a Pectoral Sandpiper which stayed at Pulborough Brooks until
the 5™ and three Honey-buzzards at Beachy Head. The raptor theme at Beachy improved
the next day when eight Marsh Harriers was a high count in what was a good year for
this species, with about 88 different birds seen. Other species seen at Beachy Head on the
2" included a Corncrake, 25 Whinchats (the highest count of the year), and a Western
Bonelli’s Warbler which stayed until the 4" but moved into a private garden during the
latter part of its stay. Elsewhere there were four Pied Flycatchers at Pulborough Brooks.
On the 3™ another Honey-buzzard was seen at Hollingdean and a Roseate Tern at Selsey
Bill was the last in what was a good year for this species. The following day an unusually
viewable Barred Warbler began a three-day stay at Newhaven Tide Mills. A Pectoral
Sandpiper was found at Chichester GP on the 6™, staying until the 11" On the 8" another
Spotted Crake was trapped in the Pannel Valley and a Red-necked Grebe was at
Sovereign Hbr (Eastbourne) where it was also seen on the 16™.

On the 9™ a Honey-buzzard was at Saltdean and another was at Littlehampton GC
two days later. On the 10™ a fourth Aquatic Warbler was trapped at Pannel Valley and
on the 15™ the last Common Quail of the year was seen there. Two days later Short-
eared Owls at Pannel Valley and at Pagham Hbr were the first of the autumn. On the 18™
a fifth Aquatic Warbler was trapped at Pannel Valley and 49 Magpies at Whitbread
Hollow was the highest count of the year. On the 19 the last Honey-buzzard in a good
year for this species was at Sheepcote Valley and the last Nightingale was at Weir Wood
Res. Two days later, four Garganeys at Pagham Hbr were also the last of the year. On
the 22" a Continental Coal Tit at Ovingdean was the first of a large influx involving
approximately 19 birds and on the 24™ the last Turtle Doves were at West Itchenor and
Brighton. The following day there was an early Richard’s Pipit at Sheepcote Valley. The
summer exodus continued with the last Cuckoo at Goring on the 27", while on the 28" a
juvenile Sabine’s Gull was seen at Southwick Canal, the last Nightjar of the year flew
over Warnham LNR and the last three Tree Pipits departed Pannel Valley. As a further
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sign of the changing season, four Redwings at Wakehurst Place on the last day of the
month were the first of the winter.

OCTOBER was typically dominated by southwesterly winds and Atlantic weather
fronts throughout the month, although the 14"-18" was more settled. Sussex saw about
average rainfall but many northern and western areas had a very wet month. The first day
of October saw the last Wryneck of the year at Beachy Head and three Continental Coal
Tits at Pett Level stayed until 11", The following day the last Garden Warbler was at
Beachy Head and on the 3™ the first Yellow-browed Warbler was seen there in what
turned out to be a record autumn for this species. On the 4™ a Sooty Shearwater flew past
Fairlight, the last Little Ringed Plover of the year was at Sidlesham Ferry and the first
Fieldfare of the winter arrived at Barcombe. The following day a Pectoral Sandpiper
began a week-long stay at Weir Wood Res and a Continental Coal Tit was at Cow Gap.
On the 6™ four more Yellow-browed Warblers arrived at Beachy Head. The following
day was a red letter ‘Phyllosc’ day as the county’s third Greenish Warbler began a three-
day stay at Cow Gap, a Radde’s Warbler was found at Hodcombe, a Dusky Warbler
began a four day stay at Climping and a Yellow-browed Warbler was trapped at Pannel
Valley. The last Pied Flycatcher of the year was also at Hodcombe. On the 8" a Little
Bunting trapped at Pannel Valley was the 10" county record. a Wood Sandpiper at
Sidlesham Ferry was the last of the year and a Continental Coal Tit at Birling Gap stayed
until the following day, when yet another three Yellow-browed Warblers were found at
Beachy Head.

On the 10™ more Continental Coal Tits arrived with one at Brooklands and one at
Littlehampton GC. On the 11™ a Eurasian Bittern at Warnham LNR provided the 3
record for this site and further Yellow-browed Warblers were seen at Beachy Head and
Shoreham Sanctuary, while a male Penduline Tit dropped in briefly at the former site. On
the 12" the last Sand Martin of the year was at Pulborough Brooks and a second Radde’s
Warbler was trapped at Pannel Valley. The following day 380 Siskins which flew over
Climping were probably not that remarkable except that in the previous year only 84 were
recorded during the whole of October. On the 14™ a Great White Egret was seen at Pett
Level, a second Richard’s Pipit was at Thorney Airfield and 200 Lesser Redpolls flew
over the Pannel Valley. On the 15™ the last Yellow Wagtail of year was at Pagham Hbr, a
Yellow-browed Warbler was at Littlehampton GC and a Continental Coal Tit was at
Goring. The following day a Shore Lark was found at Seaford Head, remaining until
25™ and another Yellow-browed Warbler was seen at Beachy Head. The Siskin revival
continued on the 17" with 350 over Sheepcote Valley. The next day 60 Yellow-legged
Gulls at Pagham Hbr was the highest count of the year, the last Swift flew over Burpham,
the last Sedge Warbler was at Pannel Valley and there were 48 Ring Ouzels at Cissbury
Ring with 53 seen at Beachy Head the following day.

On the 20" the Continental Coal Tit influx continued with individuals at Church
Norton and Rottingdean, and another Yellow-browed Warbler was found at Holywell
(Eastbourne) on the 21*'. On the 22™ the last Grasshopper Warbler and the last Yellow-
browed Warbler of the year graced Sheepcote Valley, while 130 Goldcrests at Seaford
Head was not only the highest count of the year but an unusual concentration in that part of
the world. Elsewhere there were Continental Coal Tits at Cow Gap until the 23™ and at
Birling Gap. The Ashdown Forest Great Grey Shrike returned on the 23™ and there was
one at Pagham Hbr the same day. Also on the 23", 800 Stock Doves flew over Brighton
during a large passage of Wood Pigeons. On the following day three Spoonbills roosted at
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South Stakes Island (Chichester Hbr) and 500 Greenfinches fed on Shoreham Beach
where a large flock remained for much of the rest of the year. A Great Grey Shrike at
Pulborough Brooks on the 25™ may have been the Pagham bird of two days previously and
the following day a Whinchat and a late Spotted Flycatcher at Wisborough Green were
the last ones of the year. The only Pallas’s Leaf Warbler of the year was at Church
Norton from the 29 until 1 November. Windy conditions on the 30™ resulted in a
Balearic Shearwater past Birling Gap, a Manx Shearwater (the last one of the year)
past Telscombe Cliffs, a Leach’s Storm-petrel plus a juvenile Long-tailed Skua past
Brighton Marina. Also on the 30" another Continental Coal Tit was at Church Norton.
On the last day of the month 260 Dark-bellied Brent Geese flew south over Bewl Water
and a Grey Phalarope at Climping was the first of seven in a good year for this species.
Also of special interest in October, a Lesser Whitethroat appeared in a Burgess Hill
garden in mid-month and was present until the following spring.

NOVEMBER started as October had finished, with strong, warm southwesterly winds
and frequent depressions during the first two weeks, although as with the last couple of
months, this produced less rainfall in the southeast than in more northern and western
areas. High pressure built during the third week giving more settled but colder weather
and the last week became noticeably colder as cold fronts introduced Arctic air across the
country. Sussex missed out on the snow that affected some western areas during this time
and it was quite a sunny month with slightly less than average rainfall in the southeast.
Bearing in mind the weather, it is perhaps not surprising that the first few days of
November were dominated by sightings of seabirds blown in on the gales. On the 1* a
Grey Phalarope appeared at Pulborough Brooks and remained until the 11". On the 2™
another Grey Phalarope was at Brighton Marina. It stayed until the following day when
two Sooty Shearwaters and eight Leach’s Storm-petrels flew past the same locality and
another Leach’s Storm-petrel was picked up exhausted in Peacehaven, but unfortunately
died in care on 5™. On the 4™ there was a Red-necked Grebe at Glyne Gap and the last
Osprey of the year was seen at Ovingdean. The star bird of the day though was an adult
Laughing Gull, also at Ovingdean, which performed very well before being pushed off by
a very high tide. This bird was part of an unprecedented influx of Laughing Gulls into the
country. There was also a Water Pipit at Thorney Deeps. A large count of 1206
Brambling moving east at Beachy Head on the 5" shattered the county record. The 5™
was a busy day with 40 Bullfinches at Whitbread Hollow, the last (and very late) Willow
Warbler of the year at Church Norton, a Red-necked Grebe at Telscombe Cliffs, six
Spoonbills at Pagham Hbr (with seven there on the 9™), 175,000 Wood Pigeons over
Brighton and a Water Pipit at Barcombe Res (which remained to the end of the year).
The seabird theme continued on the 6™ with six Sooty Shearwaters past Birling Gap,
three more past Ovingdean (plus four Leach’s Storm-petrels) and a further seven past
Selsey Bill. Also on the 6" a Red-backed Shrike found near Newhaven stayed till the 9™
and was the second latest ever recorded in the county. A Red-necked Grebe was at
Darwell Res on the 7™ and a Grey Phalarope appeared at Brooklands (staying until the
14™). The 8" provided yet more winds and seabirds with a juvenile Sabine’s Gull, two
Sooty Shearwaters, six Leach’s Storm-petrels and a Grey Phalarope at Brighton
Marina, and a Sooty Shearwater plus two Leach’s Storm-petrel at Climping. The last
Common Redstart of the year was at Newhaven. On the 9™ a Hobby in the Pannel
Valley was the last of the year and the latest ever in the county and the last Common Tern
of the year was at Thorney Island. On the 11" another Sooty Shearwater flew past
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Brighton Marina and the following day a Grey Phalarope at Widewater joined the
Brooklands bird later.

Passerines made an appearance on the 14™ with a Penduline Tit trapped at Pannel
Valley and the next day the last Arctic Tern of the year (and a very late bird) was at East
Head. On the 17" a second Little Bunting trapped at Pannel Valley was the 1t county
record and the latest by two weeks. There were also two Pale-bellied Brent Geese at
Chichester Hbr and another, plus a Black Brant at Pagham Hbr, all of which remained
until the year’s end. A Black Brant at West Wittering also stayed into 2006. A Grey
Phalarope north of Greatham Bridge on the 18" may have been the Pulborough bird that
was seen at the beginning of the month. The 19" saw a final exodus of late summer
migrants with the last Ring Ouzel at Cissbury Ring, the last Eurasian Reed Warbler at
Pannel Valley and the last Whitethroat at Arundel WWT. A flock of 20-38 Wood Larks
in the North Marden area on the 21* remained until 23 December and the last House
Martin of the year was at East Head on the same day. On the 22™ there was a Little Auk
at Thorney Island and also a Bean Goose (most likely of race rossicus) there which stayed
until 5 December and was possibly an escape on account of its approachability and
damaged bill and leg. The following day there were four Whooper Swans at Pagham Hbr
and the last Northern Wheatear of the year was at Nutbourne. On the 24™ a Goosander
appeared at Princes Park (Eastbourne), where it stayed until 29 December and the last ten
Barn Swallows of the year were at Hove. On the 28" a Little Auk was seen at Church
Norton and the following day an Eastern/Siberian Chiffchaff was at Coldwaltham SF.
November ended with a Lapland Bunting over Thorney Airfield on the 30™ and two Red-
necked Grebes off Church Norton on the 31*, one of which stayed until 6 December.

DECEMBER was relatively warm during the first week with southwesterly winds, but
high pressure led to frost and some dense fog during the second week. The third week was
variable and the last week was noticeably colder with some significant snowfall in the east
of the county. Rainfall was once again below the average for the time of year. On the 1% a
Slavonian Grebe arrived for a five day stay at Princes Park. On the 2™ a Black-necked
Grebe arrived for a two day stay at Pulborough Brooks and there were two Little Auks at
Brighton Marina, with one still there the following day. Another Little Auk flew past
Selsey Bill on the 3™, and on the 4" a Eurasian Bittern was seen at Pulborough Brooks
while six Short-eared Owls at Rodmell was the highest count for the year. The following
day 16 Snow Buntings at Camber Sands was also the highest count of the year. On the 8™
13 Whooper Swans (including nine young birds) in fields west of Selsey was the largest
group in the county since 1986 and the next day four Snow Buntings at Firle Beacon was
an unusual inland record. There were four Black Redstarts at Southwick Beach on the
10™ and on the 13™ two Black-necked Grebes in Thorney Channel and 2500 Lapwing at
East Guldeford Level, which was a high count for the year. A Cattle Egret at Chalder
Farm (Pagham Hbr) on the 16™ remained into 2006 and there were two Eastern/Siberian
Chiffchaffs at Coldwaltham SF. A count of 400 Chaffinches at Stapleash Fm on the 18"
was the high count of the second winter period and the next day a high count for the year
of 20 Hawfinches was made at the same location. A Pale-bellied Brent Goose appeared
at Shoreham on the 20™, and on Christmas Eve a Great Grey Shrike was at Heyshott and
four Sandwich Terns seen at Goring were possibly the four that were in Chichester Hbr
for most of December. Christmas Day was sensibly spent celebrating but on Boxing Day
four Water Pipits were seen at Sidlesham SF. On the 28™ 90 Dark-bellied Brent Geese
landed on Bewl Water following snow showers and 68 Slavonian Grebes off Church
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Norton (present till 31%) represented a new county record and also exceeded the 1%
international threshold level for this species. There were two Black-necked Grebes at
Selsey Bill on the 29™ and on the final day of the year 44,500 Starlings roosting on
Brighton’s Palace Pier was by far the highest count of the year and was the only location
where a very large roosting flock formed.
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CLASSIFIED RECORDS FOR 2005

This list covers all species in Categories A and C of the BOU check list with records of
Category D species listed separately.

The Category A and C species are again listed in the new order announced by the BOU
in October 2002 and include the further minor adjustments made by the BOU since that
date. There have still been no corresponding changes to Euring Numbers which continue
to be shown against each species.

No further changes have been made to the English names of species as introduced in
last year’s Report.

Preceding each species account, there is a brief description of its status in the county.
In most cases the term used is the same as in Birds of Sussex although some have been
amended to take into account recent changes in status. The terms and their corresponding
numerical ranges are as follows:

Breeding pairs Winter / Passage
Very rare 1-10 records in total
Rare less than annual Less than annual
Very scarce 1-10 per year 1-20 per year
Scarce 11-100 21-200
Fairly common 101-1000 201-2000
Common 1001-5000 2001-10,000
Very common 5001-30,000 10,001-60,000
Abundant 30,000+ 60,000+

Seawatching records were received from several sites. The following table lists the
hours watched in each month at the five locations for which this information was
available:

Jan |Feb [Mar |Apr [May |Jun [Jul |Aug [Sep |Oct |Nov |Dec
Selsey Bill 25 | 19 | 63 [163 [154 | 55 | 69 | 44 | 31 | 37 | 49| 35
Worthing Beach 14 | 16 | 28 | 72 | 53 | 13 8| 1M [ 11 ] 29| 12 5
Telscombe Cliffs 27 | 18 | 21 | 42 [ 37 | 13| 14| 25| 14| 11| 17 9
Splash Point (Seaford) | 19 | 21 | 44 | 103 | 54 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Beachy Head 0 2| 18| 42 ] 23 3 0 0 0 0 0 0

Many tables which are included in the accounts for wetland bird species refer to the
monthly WeBS” counts — the Wetland Bird Survey. These counts are undertaken on a
fixed date each month during the winter, and sometimes during the summer months as
well. During 2005 the recommended dates were 16 Jan, 13 Feb, 13 Mar, 10 Apr, 8 May,
26 Jun, 24 Jul, 21 Aug, 18 Sep, 16 Oct, 6 Nov and 4 Dec.

In the WeBS'’ tables, “nc” signifies that the site was not visited while indicates that
the site was visited but none of that species was seen. It is important to note that figures
quoted in the tables may appear to contradict those in the text. This is because counts
made on set dates may not reveal higher or lower figures which feature throughout the
remainder of each month. Prior to 1996 the sites displayed in these tables were randomly
selected, invariably choosing sites with the highest counts. Between 1996 and 2003 the
tables presented sites where any of the monthly counts held 5% or more of the county total
for that month. However, the tables in the 2004 and in this Report show only sites where
this figure is reached during the core (Sep — Mar) monthly counts.

@ e
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The following abbreviations are used in the Systematic List as standard practice:

BBRC

BBS
BTO
BOU
CBC
CP
Fm

GP
GC
Hbr
IUCN
MP
MO
LNR
NR
NNR
o/S
Res

N,E,S,W
etc.

British Birds Records RSPB
Committee

Breeding Bird Survey RBRG
British Trust for Ornithology PH
British Ornithologists Union R
Common Bird Census SF
Country Park SP
Farm SSSI
Gravel Pit SWBS
Golf Course WeBS
Harbour WBBS
The World Conservation Union ~ WinGS
Mill Pond WWT
Many Observers ha
Local Nature Reserve hr
Nature Reserve km
National Nature Reserve km?
Offshore m
Reservoir nc

As cardinal compass points

Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds

Rye Bay Ringing Group
Public House

River

Sewage farm or works
Sand Pit

Site of Special Scientific
Interest

Scarce Woodland Bird Survey
Wetland Bird Survey

Wetland Breeding Bird Survey
Winter Gull Roost Survey
Wildfowl & Wetland Trust
hectare(s)

hour(s)

kilometre(s)

Square kilometre(s)

metre(s)

no count




0152. MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Fairly common resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.
The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 644 | 616 | 586 | 263 | 369 | 419 | 449 | 417 | 727 | 662 | 769 | 594
Chichester Hor 111 [ 112 | 65 | 33 | 99 | 96 | 135 | 105 | 166 | 128 | 207 | 173
Chichester GP 43 | 64 | 29 | nc [ nc [ nc | nc | nc | 64 | 68 | 63 | 38
Climping 86 [ 123 ]| 80 | nc | nc | 136 | 121 | 143 | 130 | 112 | 86 | 52
Waltham Brooks 3313 | 5 16 | 2 7 - 2 7 4 - 13
Adur (Steyning-Henfield) | 8 | 20 | 25 | nc | nc | nc | nc | nc | 27 | 24 | 28 | 41
Henfield Brooks 38 [ 38 |5 [ nc|nc|nc|nci|nc 6 24 | 50 | 36
Iford Brooks 45 | 24 | 47 | nc [ nc | nc | nc | nc 9 8 10 | 15
Eastbourne Lakes 42 9 47 | nc | nc | nc | nc | nc | 57 | 63 | 59 | 40
Pevensey Levels 50 | 41 | 52 | 57 | 51 | 39 | 28 | 35 | 49 | 61 | 46 | 62
Rye Bay 8 4 22 | 48 | 107 | 119 ] 91 [ 53 | 25 | 19 | 50 | 2

Reports of grazing herds in the first winter period not shown above included 79 on 2
Jan on the Upper Adur Levels, 107 on 9 Feb at Brede Valley, 50 on 5 Mar in the Arun
Valley between Offham and Houghton and 48 on 30 Mar at Chichester GP.

Nesting activity was first noted at Barcombe Res on 16 Apr, on 22 Apr at Wicks Farm
(Yapton), on 2 May at Forest Row and by 6 May at Knepp Castle. There were 27 reports
of successful breeding as shown by the presence of cygnets (numbers in parenthesis)
starting on 18 May at Aldingbourne Rife (9)(all fledged), Iford Brooks (6), Thorney Deeps
3)(two fledged), Barcombe Res (2), Forest Mere (Liphook) (2), Sefter Farm (Pagham)
(5)(four fledged), Patching Pond (5), Steyning Levels (2 & 6), Warnham LNR (3),
Southease (R Ouse) (3 and 4) and Upper Beeding (3).

During the summer, a herd of 59 was counted at Steyning Levels on 26 Jul while at
Barcombe Res there was a consistent population with an average monthly maximum count
of 17 from May to September. In the autumn, Hove Lagoon hosted a herd which varied
from 32 on 11 Oct through a peak of 39 on 14 Nov to 36 on 10 Dec. There were 60 for a
few days in early November at Crutches Farm (Winchelsea) and 119 on 24 Nov at
Tortington (Arundel). The highest winter count at Partridge Green SF was 72 on 16 Dec.
[WEC]

0153. BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern

The monthly WeBS'’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Oct | Nov | Dec
County Total 77 45 - 2 - 11 66
Amberley Wild Brooks 38 - - - - 6 -
Arun Valley (Offham to Houghton) - 43 - - - - 31
Pulborough Brooks 27 - - - - 5 16
Henfield Levels 11 - - - - - 4
Rye Bay - - - - - - 2

A herd of 35 at Burpham (Arun Valley) on 3 Jan included 14 juveniles but the largest
herd noted in that area was of 43 on both 29 Jan and 13 Feb. The 11 birds at Henfield
Levels on 11 Jan included five juveniles. The figures in the above table show that
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numbers in the Arun Valley, the county’s most important area for this wintering species,
remained reasonably constant. Records were noticeably fewer in February and numbers
fell away after the 21%. The last record from the Arun Valley was of four at Pulborough
Brooks on 18 Mar.

Birds were first noted back in the Arun Valley on 19 Nov when six were seen at
Greatham and five, probably the same, at Pulborough Brooks. The highest count for the
month was of ten at Burpham on the 29", Numbers then increased slowly to 16 at
Burpham on 13 Dec, 24 at Bury on the 16™ and a peak count of 35 (including six
juveniles) at Houghton on the 29™. The only other records away from the Arun Valley
were of two at Henfield Levels on 4 Dec with four (including two juveniles) there on the
13™ and two at Castle Water (Rye Hbr LNR) on the 27"

The adult bird which was reported last year carrying a ring marked 14J returned to the
Arun Valley for at least its second and third winters. It was sighted at Burpham on 6 Jan
and again on 27 Dec. It is heartening to have such confirmation of both successful
migration and site fidelity. [WEC]

0154. WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus
Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern

There were just five records of this species. An adult bird seen at Brighthams Fm
(Partridge Green) on 2 Jan (BRC et al) is considered to be the feral bird which has been in
the area of Henfield Levels for several years and was originally either an escapee or a
lingering injured bird. Presumably it was this bird which was also seen there on 6 Nov.
Another bird at Glynde Levels on 23 Jan (ARK) may have been the long-staying adult
feral bird seen regularly in the Cuckmere Valley/Glynde area in 2003 and previous years.
Two adult birds seen at Chichester GP on 16 Jan and again on 3 Feb (CWG) may have
been the ones seen there last year.

The remaining records were of undoubtedly wild birds: four were seen and
photographed at Pagham Hbr on 23 Nov (IML) and a group of 13 (including nine
juveniles) recorded at Selsey West Fields on 8 Dec (DIS) was the largest group seen in the
county since 23 December 1986. [WEC]

0157.01 TAIGA BEAN GOOSE Anser fabalis fabalis
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.

The only record for the year was of a first winter bird on Thorney Island from 22 Nov
to 5 Dec (CBC). It was considered most likely to have been of this race, but its
approachability and a damaged leg and bill mean that the possibility of it being an escape
cannot be dismissed. (AH)
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0159. WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

More than usual were present in West Sussex in the early part of the year. Up to three
birds were reported regularly on Thorney Deeps until 19 Feb. The group of nine seen near
Easton Fm (Earnley) on 31 Dec 2004 was present until 3 Jan, when they were last seen
heading over nearby Pagham Hbr. Four birds were seen flying west past Selsey Bill on 9
Jan and three were seen regularly in the Pulborough Brooks/Amberley Wild Brooks area
until 4 Mar. Further north, one was briefly with Greylag Geese at Warnham LNR on 5
Jan. In the east, one was seen at Weir Wood Res on 15 and 16 Jan and, at Scotney Court
GP, six birds first seen on the 6™ increased to 30 on the 26", 110 on 13 Feb and a peak of
140 on the 21,

Elsewhere, in a good first winter period for this species, further birds were seen at
Charleston Reedbed (one on 30 Jan), Pevensey Levels (57 on 10 Feb), up to five on Pett
Level between 16 Feb and 7 Mar, a single bird with Greylags at St George’s Retreat
(Ditchling Common) from 20 Feb until 13 Mar, 3 W over Crowlink on the 14 Mar and a
first-winter bird in the Cuckmere Valley between 18 Mar and 5 Apr.

By contrast, there were only three autumn sightings: an unprecedented 600 flew
southwest high over Pannel Valley NR on 15 Oct (PEJ), one was seen at Glynde Levels on
6 Nov and another singleton was at Scotney Court GP on 27 Dec. [AH]

0161. GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser
Increasingly common introduced resident and winter visitor; scarce passage migrant.
Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 245 | 610 | 354 | 240 | 166 | 183 | 161 | 1201 | 667 | 506 | 971 | 360
Amberley Wild Brooks | 66 | 92 7 19 | 20 - - - - 82 | 170 | 116
Pulborough Brooks 74 | 15 [ 36 | 19 3 1 - 235 | 180 | 33 | 48 | 64
Warnham MP - 2 - nc nc nc [ nc nc 43 - - -
Ardingly Res - - 8 nc | nc nc | nc nc - - Nc | 55
Weir Wood Res - - - - - 7 nc | 327 | 220 | 159 | 70 | nc
Iford Brooks 15 - - nc nc nc [ nc nc - - 4 19
Glynde Brooks 34 1 98 | 64 | 49 nc | nc nc nc 2 80 | 44
Rye Bay 28 | 460 | 174 | 126 | 87 | 173 | 153 | 601 | 199 | 218 | 580 | 34

Numbers were slightly lower in the first winter period compared to 2004. Significant
numbers not included in the WeBS’ counts included 200 birds at Weir Wood Res on 2 Jan,
100 on Henfield Levels on the 11th and a flock of 112 recorded several times in February
and March at St George’s Retreat (Ditchling Common). The only seawatching record was
a report of 10 E past Brighton Marina on 3 Apr.

Five reports of confirmed breeding were received. The first goslings were sighted at
Shinewater Lake (Eastbourne) on 30 Apr, when two adults and three young were seen. At
Henfield Levels there were two pairs with two and three young respectively on 2 May. At
Northpoint GP (Rye) a pair with four goslings was seen on 8§ May and three well grown
young on 22 Jun. At Troutbeck (Eridge), two pairs fledged nine young from broods of six
and five. Up to four juveniles were seen at Pannel Valley NR on 18 May.
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In July, the first post-breeding flocks not included in the above WeBS’ counts were
noted at Arlington Res on the 14th, when 52 birds were present, and at Rye Hbr LNR,
where 105 birds were present on the 21st.

By the end of September these assemblies had largely dispersed, presumably after
moulting. The only subsequent non-WeBS’ counts of note came from Weir Wood Res
where up to 150 remained till the year end, Pannel Valley NR with 62 on 14 Nov, and Rye
Hbr LNR with a peak count of 56 on 17 Dec. [AH]

0166. CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis

Common and increasing introduced resident and partial migrant.
The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 1672 | 1196 | 1114 | 324 | 369 | 349 | 425 | 2193 | 1967 | 1370 | 2433 | 1758
Chichester Hbr 37 | 27 | 29 | 15 | 22 | 24 | 55 | 85 | 37 | 72 | 51 73
Chichester GP 74 84 37 | nc [ nc | nc|nc| nc |128] 96 | 114 | 63
Petworth Park 71 98 | 121 | 72 | 41 | 91 | 146 | 82 | 61 53 | 18 | 53
Amberley Wild Brooks | 144 | 4 2 10 | 21 - - - 40 | 80 | 447 | 352

Waltham Brooks 97 5 2 4 8 - 2 - 15| 2 97
Pulborough Brooks 200 | 22 | 13 6 | 16 | 3 | 16 | 22 | 100 | 18 | 157 | 210

Weir Wood Res - 2 10 | 16 | 26 | nc | 366 | 163 | 193 | 131 | nc
Barcombe Res 84 6 25 2 3 - 26 | 169 | 292 - 87 | 50
Glynde Brooks 66 | 91 [ 106 | 53 [ 130 | nc | nc | nc | nc | 110 | 100 | 25
Arlington Res 2 4 2 5 2 20 | 20 | 42 | 642 ] 6 4 3

Cuckmere Haven 205 | 47 58 | nc | nc|nc|nc| nc 38 | 155 | 367 | 69
Eastbourne Lakes 144 | 134 | 88 [ nc | nc | nc | nc | nc 3 11 13 89
Pevensey Levels 200 | 84 | 19 | 22 | 6 | nc |nc | 12 | 12 | 52 | 180 | 50
Bewl Water 100 | 290 | 404 | nc | nc | nc | nc | 900 | 77 | 158 | 340 | 413
Rye Bay 74 | 105 | 95 | 77 | 75 | 174 | 153 | 351 | 29 | 263 | 188 | 200

In addition to the above figures, there were some large counts during the first winter
period, notably 231 at Rye Hbr LNR on 3 Jan and 404 at Bewl Water on 16 Jan, and three-
figure counts were made at Weir Wood Res, Barcombe Res and Henfield Levels. As usual
there was little evidence of passage from seawatching sites, as county totals of 32 E and 10
W during March and April reflect.

The first breeding report of the year came from Ebernoe Furnace Pond, where a
pair was seen nesting on 2 Apr. Thereafter records of confirmed breeding were received
only from Thorney Deeps, Easton Fm (Earnley), Knepp MP, Weir Wood Res, King
George’s Field (East Grinstead), Firle Park, Iford Brooks, Bewl Water, Barcombe Res,
Pannel Valley NR, Rye Hbr LNR and Troutbeck (Eridge). Unusually, no young were
fledged at Pulborough Brooks. However, birds were recorded as present in 25 BBS’ 1-km
squares (mostly different to those listed above) giving a county total of 159 birds present
during the breeding season, although this is probably a gross understatement.

A post-breeding count of 100 birds in the lower Cuckmere Valley on 19 Jul was
followed by a peak count of 397 on 26 Aug. Other big counts, additional to the WeBS’
figures above, included 222 birds at Rye Hbr LNR on 27 Aug, 750 on Arlington Res on 4
Sep and 400 at Barcombe Res on the 22nd. At Arlington Res, 1550 birds on 20 Oct was
the biggest count anywhere in the county, and the third highest ever recorded in Sussex at
a single site. There were few noteworthy counts away from traditional sites. [AH]
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0167. BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis
Very scarce winter visitor, often in severe weather, and an increasingly common feral
resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The year began with reports of the usual scattering of presumably feral flocks. Peak
numbers during the first three months included 52 (including two hybrids) at Barcombe
Res (many of which remained there to the year-end with a peak of 47 on 20 Aug) and 32 at
Scotney Court GP. The only other flock in double figures was ten birds at Pett Level on 26
Feb. Other records were of a peak count of five at Rye Hbr LNR on 6 Feb and 23 Apr and
either one or two birds at Chichester Hbr, Petworth Park, Weir Wood Res, Pevensey
Levels and Bewl Water.

During the autumn, feral flocks continued to be reported from the above sites, along
with a single bird seen intermittently in the Pulborough/Amberley area. A single bird in
the Pagham Hbr/Selsey West Fields area consorted regularly until the year’s end with the
large local Brent Goose flock following its arrival on 30 Nov. It could conceivably have
been a wild individual, as could the two birds that were present from 12 Nov until 17 Dec
on Thorney Deeps. [AH]

0168. DARK-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla bernicla
Common winter visitor and passage migrant; a few oversummer. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 8729 | 9971 | 6076 | 20 | 10 6 8 - 13 | 850 | 3429 | 5321
Chichester Hbr | 7195 | 7278 | 5109 | 19 8 6 8 - 13 | 759 | 3031 | 4757
Pagham Hbr 1388 | 2654 | 755 1 1 - - - - 83 | 351 33
Climping 144 39 208 | nc | nc - - - - - 21 524

Although the two western harbours continue to hold the majority of the wintering
population, the Climping area appears to be of increasing importance. Elsewhere, there
was just a scattering of records in January, with peaks of two birds at Pett Level on the 1%,
four at Rye Hbr LNR on the 3™, two at Widewater (Lancing) on the 9™ and five at Scotney
Court GP on 6 Feb.

The first indication of spring migration was 79 E in 1 hr past Splash Point (Seaford) on
6 Feb. Numbers increased thereafter, with 2000 birds passing Brighton Marina on the 25™,
rather earlier than in 2004. The highest counts were generally recorded at Splash Point
where passage on peak days in March included 425 on the 14™, 520 on the 17" and 1075
on the 21*. On 3 Apr, 1076 flew east there and, the same day, what were presumably the
same birds were reported as 998 past Selsey Bill and 1074 past Worthing Beach.
Thereafter, very few birds were reported from seawatching sites, until two final groups of
ten passed Telscombe Cliffs on 11 and 12 May.

22



The monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec
W/ E|W| E |W| E |W E|IW|E|W|E|W
Selsey Bill 91|11 |11]1051| 1 |1450| 2 2 1125(24|738 |6 |14
Worthing Beach 2417 |20 |22|504 | - |1221] - 46 (816 4 114 1| 3
Telscombe Cliffs 141 -130|-|122] 2|29 | - - 7] 1]106]|4 |1
Splash Point (Seaford) | 32 | - |641| - |3032| - |1526| - EO I T B N
Birling Gap - | - |10 | - |1485| 1 [1418] - - (128 - | - | -

A single bird that was recorded passing Worthing Beach on 2 Jun and another that
paused on a set-aside field near Birling Gap the following day were the last spring
migrants. The only other reports during the summer months came from Chichester Hbr,
with a maximum of nine birds seen on 12 Aug, and Pagham Hbr, where a singleton was
reported several times.

Two birds recorded in Pagham Hbr on 17 Sep may have been the first returnees, but a
flock of five birds past Southwick Beach on the 25th may have a better claim. Numbers
built up in October with regular sightings from Rye Hbr LNR, including 48 E on the 7th
and 51 roosting overnight on the 20th, and from the principal seawatching locations and
wintering sites, including 450 on Thorney Island on the 12th. An unusual inland sighting
was of 260 birds heading south over Bewl Water on 31 Oct.

The first four-figure counts were not noted until 17 Nov when 2000 birds were
reported from East Head (Chichester Hbr) on the 17th and 1000 were seen in Pagham
North Fields on the 24th. Good numbers were again seen at Climping, with a peak of 600
on 10 Dec.

There was a scattering of records from elsewhere in the county in November, with
peak counts of 20 at Cuckmere Haven on the 4th and 13 at Rye Hbr LNR on the 19th.
Elsewhere there were singletons on Pannel Valley NR on 6 Nov, two at Birling Gap
(Beachy Head) on the 19th feeding on set-aside and one on the R Adur (Shoreham) on the
22nd. In December, there were five birds at Widewater (Lancing) on the 3rd, one on Weir
Wood Res on the 19th and, unusually for this inland site, a flock of 90 birds landed on
Bewl Water after snow showers on 28 Dec. [AH]

0168.01 PALE-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla hrota
Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

In the first winter period there was a family group of two adults and two first year
birds behind the North Wall (Pagham Hbr) between 6 and 22 Jan, with two there on 7 Mar.
Another individual was seen regularly at West Wittering between 5 Jan and 8 Feb, while
two more were at Scotney Court GP on 1 Feb. The only migration reports came from
Birling Gap (Beachy Head), where singletons passed east on 1 and 3 Apr, and Brighton
Marina, where another bird passed east on the 22",

Observers at Pagham and Chichester Harbours recorded the first autumn birds on 17
Nov (one and two birds respectively) and all three remained in the area until the year’s
end. A single bird was seen in Shoreham Hbr on 20 Dec. [AH]
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0168.02 BLACK BRANT Branta bernicla nigricans

Very scarce winter visitor.

The only substantiated record in the first winter period was of the bird present at West
Wittering from late 2004 that remained until 27 Jan (DIS et al) and was then seen
intermittently in Chichester Hbr from 2 Feb to 17 Mar (ACJ et al).

In the autumn, there was one individual in the Pagham Hbr/Selsey West Fields area
from at least 17 Nov until 20 Dec (BFF, PNP, DIS). Another bird seen at West Wittering
from 17 Nov into 2006 may, from the descriptions received, have been a hybrid and was
not accepted by the relevant committee. The latter could have been the bird seen in
previous years in the East Head/West Wittering area.

Occurrences from 2006 will no longer be considered by BBRC although SOSRC, to
whom the task of assessment will now fall, will endeavour to maintain standards and fully
documented records will continue to be required for acceptance. [AH]
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0170. EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca

Very scarce visitor from introduced populations elsewhere in Britain; bred for the
first time in 2000.

Just 32 records (cf. 42 in 2004 and 62 in 2003) were received from six sites, with no
breeding noted for yet another year.

The most notable records were from Petworth Park, with records in all months except
September, and a peak of four birds there on both 10 Jul and 4 Dec. Less than four
kilometres away, two birds were seen at Shopham Bridge on four dates between 6 Feb and
16 Oct.

There were only ten records from the Arun Valley (cf. 40 in 2004), with the maximum
being two birds seen at Pulborough Brooks on 24 Jan and 26 Sept. However, with the
Arun Valley sites being less than ten kilometres from Petworth, and with Shopham Bridge
almost halfway in between, it is reasonable to assume that the same small group of birds is
involved in all the records. It remains to be seen whether this regular presence can be
converted into breeding success in the future.

Away from this core area, the lone bird at Chichester GP, present since 2001, was seen
on six dates between 16 Jan and 16 Oct, while a single bird at Weir Wood Res on 6 Feb
was unusual. [AT]
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0173. COMMON SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; a scarce but regular breeding
species. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb |[Mar |[Apr [May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep [Oct [Nov |Dec
County total 1022 | 1163 | 932 | 452 | 321 | 298 | 101 | 52 | 54 | 60 | 117 | 625
Chichester Hbr 729 | 825 | 595|208 | 99 | 124 | 25 | 18 | 21 | 35 | 83 | 351

Pagham Hbr 168 | 143 | 136 | 152 | 128 | 109 | 43 19 21 3 16 | 119
Chichester GP - 6 6 Nc | nc nc | nc nc - 9 - -

Arundel WWT 27 76 58 | 25 | 23 10 6 2 2 - 3 28
Cuckmere Haven | 16 7 15 | Nc nc nc | nc nc 5 - - 12
Rye Bay 56 77 47 | M 40 | 49 | 18 10 5 13| 1 98

The WeBS total for January was relatively poor, due mainly to lower numbers in
Pagham Hbr. The February count was the highest of the year, but not since 1999 has the
year’s peak been this meagre, reflecting the decline of this wintering population in Sussex
(see pages 250 - 281). Numbers, however, were somewhat higher in March and April than
in the previous couple of years. In addition to the WeBS’ counts, there was a record of 150
at West Chidham (Chichester Hbr) on 21 Nov and 90 at Thorney Island on 13 Dec.

Passage observed at coastal seawatching sites was predominantly eastwards, although
more were seen at western sites, and most peaks were in late March or April. The biggest
single day movement was 29 E on the unusually early date of 7 Feb at Worthing. At this
site there was more westerly than easterly movement in April, as was the case in 2004.
The lack of larger numbers moving west in the second half of the year is puzzling and may
be related to the lack of really cold weather.

The monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Oct Nov
E{W/E|W/E|W|E|W|E|W|E|W E|W|E|W
Selsey Bill -l -l -1 -12(1[8]0(21]9]- |- B EEERE
Worthing Beach - - 29|77 [8[21]29|9 11| - |- - -]10]2
Telscombe Cliffs 0|2 |-|-]9]0(32]|7]|3]|1]6]0 018 ]4]1
Splash Point (Seaford)| 4 | 0 | 2 | 7 |44 2 |79|6 [26]|10| - | - -l -]
Birling Gap -l -l -1 -128[4(|24]5|21|0] -] - - |-

One seen flying over the Top Fields at Beachy Head on 12 Mar was thought to be
prospecting for nest sites. There were records of confirmed breeding from 16 sites of
which 11 were in the west (six in Chichester Hbr) and five in the east of the county. These
involved at least 21 and possibly as many as 35 pairs, given the size of the various creches.
The first sign of breeding, however, was a female with seven ducklings seen walking down
Ham Lane (Selsey) on 30 May.

There were several sightings of ducklings from Chichester Hbr. Three were seen at
Cobnor Fm on 23 Jun, seven at North Stakes Island the same day, 17 were in Thorney
Deeps on 25 Jun and, in the Upper Channel, five were seen on 26 Jun and 12 Jul and
another nine also on the 12 and, finally, three were in Bosham Channel on 2 Aug.

In Pagham Hbr, the first young seen were five at the Breech Pool on 4 Jun. Sidlesham
Ferry once again was the site for the development of the largest créche, with a maximum
of 32 on 7 Jul.

Although at least five pairs were present at Pulborough Brooks in mid-April most did
not breed and just two fledged young were seen in July and four on 3 Aug. However, just
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downstream, a pair with seven young was on Widney Brooks on 2 Jul and 20 juveniles
were seen at nearby Greatham Bridge on 15 Jul.

In East Sussex, two broods, each of six young, were in the lower Cuckmere Valley on
31 May and four more small ducklings were seen on 2 Jul. It is not clear if the seven
juveniles at Newhaven Tide Mills on 1 Aug had been hatched nearby. At Rye Hbr LNR,
just one duckling was seen at Ternery Pool on 13 Jun and six were at Rye Saltings on 22
Jun. On the Union Channel (East Guldeford), three pairs produced nine, three and 12
young.

In the second winter period, numbers were low in October, and November numbers
were the lowest in recent years. Numbers rallied a little in December, but as recently as
ten years ago, the December WeBS count was consistently double that which was recorded
this year (see pages 250 - 281)). [AT]

0178.  MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata
Scarce but increasing introduced resident.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 121 6 | 2532 6 8 | 25|49 | 43 | 64| 20 | 77
Arundel WWT 10 11125 ] 4 2 18 | 43| 8 6 | 14 | 38
Arun Valley 2 4 2 6 9
Darwell Res 2 3 4 3 6 1 6 | 29 | 58 | 6 | 25
Powderrmill Res 6 3 4
Other sites 1 2 3 1

Records were received from 51 sites and counts of 15 or more birds came from seven
of these, a typical situation. The peak count in the first winter period was just 16 on the
Parham Estate on 16 Jan. There were also 15 at Troutbeck (Eridge) on 4 Feb. A male was
displaying to a female Mallard and attacking male Mallards at Burton MP on 18 Feb, and a
male was displaying at Powdermill Res on 2 Mar.

I
SU West Sussex _,-/"’/f .. {S L(TJ’L["K TQ
W el . 28 o oo N

}/ -1 1L ;J,., :?”*;3
| ] e

%

Breeding season records came from 51 tetrads, as shown in the above map. Breeding
was confirmed at 11 1-km sites by at least 14 pairs and was probable at a further nine sites.

In West Sussex, a pair were mating on 4 Apr at Warnham LNR, breeding was reported
in Valdoe Wood (East Lavant) and a female was seen with seven ducklings at Furnace
Pond (Ebernoe Common) on 14 Jul. In the Arun Valley, nine young accompanied 12
males and two females at Parham House Lake on 22 May while, at Pulborough Brooks,
two flew into a large oak tree in the middle of the brooks on 17 Apr, five young were seen
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on 1 Jun, four on 2 Jul, two on 15 Jul, and a singleton on 27 Jul. Two flying juveniles
were seen at Greatham Bridge on 17 Jul.

In East Sussex, four ducklings were seen at Weir Wood Res on 3 May and six on 3 Jul,
where one pair bred in a nestbox. The peak count here was 23 on 16 Jun. A scattering of
records from Ashdown Forest included a nest that was destroyed when the bough of a
hollow beech fell at Pippingford Park on 9 May. There was then a cluster of records in the
Weald. At Saxonbury, an agitated male flew into a tree on 8 May, a pair bred at Cedar
Farm (Hurst Green), although their success was not reported, two females flew from
nestholes in Eridge Park on 9 Apr and 15 at Bayham Lake on 18 Jun included an
unspecified number of young. The best site in the area however was Troutbeck, where
there were 11 males and a brood of eight on 11 May, another brood of nine on 12 May and
a count there of 32 on 16 Jun which included six large juveniles, all of which fledged.

The most unusual record of the year was of a singleton on East Beach Pond (Selsey)
on 6 Aug.

In the second winter period, Darwell Res hosted the year’s peak count of 58 on 15 Oct
and the 38 at Arundel WWT on 5 Dec was the second highest. [AT]

0179. EURASIAN WIGEON Anas penelope
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 827219435 |6255| 59 | 9 4 | 2 | 17 | 1694 | 3251 | 5539 | 9089
Chichester Hbr 1801 (2235|1124 | 6 2 2 - | 10 | 480 | 1353 | 1100 | 1913
Pagham Hbr 1863 | 3286 | 1261 | 11 - - - 6 | 833 | 788 | 1319|2519
Amberley Wild Brooks | 1160 | 364 | 690 | - - - - - - 150 [ 1241|2124
Waltham Brooks 98 | 318 | 343 | 23 | - 1 - - [ 130 ] 76 | 69 | 19

Pulborough Brooks 1387111931839 | 13 | 4 1 - - | 168 | 273 | 817 [ 1232
Cuckmere Haven 550 | 335 | 550 | nc | Nc | nc | nc | nc - - 288 | 6

Pevensey Levels 493 | 627 | 420 | nc | Nc [ nc | nc | nc | 20 | 160 | 86 | 238
Rye Bay 284 | 520 | 769 | 5 2 - 1 - 28 | 328 | 424 | 177

Numbers from the WeBS’ counts were low in January, often the peak month, but
rallied in February and many more remained in March than is usually the case. No single
site surpassed the 1% national threshold level of 4060.

In addition to the WeBS’ figures above, notable counts were made at Bewl Water, with
159 on 16 Jan building to 238 on 25 Feb and 289 on 13 Mar, while at Iford Brooks there
were 250 on 15 Jan. There were also 200 at Pannel Valley NR on 23 Jan and 500 at Castle
Water (Rye Hbr LNR) on 4 Mar.

The little daytime movement that there was offshore was most pronounced early in the
year, with 23 E and 39 W at Worthing in January, and 43 E on 23 Feb at Splash Point
(Seaford) being the largest counts. Wigeon is one of the duck species that, considering the
numbers wintering in the county, is noticeably absent from spring seawatching records; 20
E at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) on 18 Mar was the maximum total out of just 41 E and 5
W between March and May. Two east at Splash Point on 2 May was the latest spring
seawatching record.

27



A count of 42 at Sidlesham Ferry on 2 May was the last sizeable flock of the spring,
although ten at Pulborough Brooks on the 17" were notable. As usual, few birds
summered. In June, up to two lingered at Pulborough Brooks, two were at Thorney Deeps
and singletons were seen at Pagham Hbr, Waltham Brooks and Castle Water. An unusual
record was of three birds at Weir Wood Res on 19 Jun. There was no indication of
breeding at any site.

Although small numbers were noted in mid-August, 18 at Pagham Hbr and 20 at
Thorney Island on the 23™ were the first marked arrivals, slightly earlier than usual. By 2
Sep there were 70 at Pagham Hbr and 108 there the next day.

Some autumn passage offshore included totals of 32 W at Selsey Bill in September, 17
E and 78 W at Worthing in October, with smaller numbers seen moving in November and
December at several seawatching sites.

Numbers built quickly in September to reach the highest WeBS total for that month
since 1996 (cf. Teal). Numbers were then fairly typical through to the end of the year. In
November, a count of 2100 at Pulborough Brooks on 20 Nov increased to 3000 by the
22™ Other good counts additional to the WeBS table included 140 at Bewl Water on 6
Nov increasing to 304 on 25 Dec, 750 at Partridge Green SF on 3 Dec, 200 on the East
Rother Levels on 28 Dec and 600 at Castle Water on 29 Dec. [AT]

0182. GADWALL Anas strepera
Scarce breeder and fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 701 | 473 | 291 | 57 | 73 | 11 | 13| 36 | 87 | 215 | 312 | 508
Chichester Hbr 49 | 40 | 17 - - - - - 2 4 6 34
Chichester GP 169 | 176 | 74 | nc | nc | nc | nc | nc - 45 | 51 61
Burton & Chingford Ponds | 5 4 8 2 - - - - 12 - 4 5
Swanbourne Lake 8 2 - - - - - - 5 - 6 9
Arundel WWT 36 | 22 - 7 10 6 6 - 7 2 11 13
Amberley Wild Brooks - - - 2 - - - - - - 26 -
Eastbourne Lakes 12 6 - nc | nc | nc|nci|nc | 10|16 | 18 | 47
Bewl Water 91 [ 102 | 113 | nc | nc nc | nc | 14 7 19 | 30 | 36
Darwell Res 191 | 38 6 2 - - - - 2 29 | 53 | 146
Powdermill Res 30 | 22 | 39 | nc nc nc | nc | nc 11 | 48 14 | 28
Rye Bay 78 | 52 | 22 | 25 | 34 2 7 | 22 | 29 | 48 | 77 | 9N

Overall figures for January and February were somewhat down on recent years
although the county total held up relatively well in March. The count of 176 at Chichester
GP in February again just exceeded the 1% national threshold level (171) at what is
usually the county’s stronghold. Surprisingly the year’s biggest count came from Darwell
Res, where the January figure of 191 (which also exceeded the 1% level, but on a one-off
basis) was almost ten times the recent average there.

Notable counts in the first winter period, in addition to those from the WeBS included
113 at Bewl Water on 16 Jan, 44 at Pannel Valley NR on 10 Jan, 27 at Offham on 3 Feb,
and 40 at Rye Hbr LNR on 17 Feb.

The first birds seen moving offshore were 2 W at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) on 17
Mar. Just small numbers passed through, as is normal, with most in April and a maximum
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day count of 6 E past Selsey Bill on 24 Apr. Passage had largely dried up by May, so 3 E
past Telscombe Cliffs on 11 Jun was noteworthy.

As usual, a small number of birds was seen during the breeding season from typical
locations, but actual confirmation of breeding was once again hard to come by. It was
welcome, therefore, that two pairs with ten and four chicks were seen at Waltham Brooks
on 22 May. Observers at Pannel Valley NR recorded the biggest concentration of birds
during the breeding season, with an impressive 39 on 16 May but there was no record of
breeding taking place. Breeding season records of adults in single figures also came from
various locations in the Arun Valley, from fields along the west side of Selsey, Pagham
Hbr, Henfield Levels, Etchingham and Bewl Water, but all with six or fewer birds seen.
At Rye Hbr LNR, small numbers of birds were present on the reserve during summer,
though breeding was not suspected

Numbers then remained relatively low through to the year’s end. The September
WeBS count was the lowest for that month since 1995. December figures were rescued
once again by the very good showing from Darwell Res. [AT]

0184. EURASIAN TEAL Anas crecca

Scarce resident and common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 4363 | 2686 | 2050 | 473 | 12 | 20 | 77 | 300 | 2329 | 2559 | 5273 | 5807
Chichester Hbr 1084 | 819 | 811 | 51 | - 1 - | 40 | 280 | 711 | 827 | 1316
Pagham Hbr 991 | 518 | 244 | 65 | 1 4 | - | 68 | 817 | 915 [ 1421|2122
Chichester GP 60 | 89 | 20 [ nc | nc |nc|nc|nc|120 | 54 | 68 | 69
Amberley Wild Brooks | 470 | 34 | 102 | 39 | - - - 3 - | 205 [1611] 725
Pulborough Brooks 412 | 354 | 121 | 159 | 10 | 4 | - | 17 | 651 | 176 | 555 | 674
Glynde Brooks 2451110 | 68 [ 19| - | nc|nc | nc | nc - - -
Pevensey Levels 323 [ 304 | 227 | 82 [ nc | nc | nc | 2 82 | 37 | 179 | 245
Rye Bay 186 | 61 [ 155120 | 1 | 11 | 71 [ 129 130 | 169 | 257 | 276

The WeBS count for January was the lowest for that month since 2000, and numbers
fell away to a poor February count more typical of the late 1990s than of more recent
years. However, numbers then held up well in March. For a species that can turn up on
even small bodies of water in winter, there were surprisingly few records away from the
main WeBS’ sites. There was, however, a good count of 120 at Arlington Res on 28 Jan,
and the 40 recorded at Constantia Manor (Isfield) on 10 Mar was the highest number ever
reported from this site and was achieved by watching the wetlands at dusk.

Movement past seawatching sites did not begin in earnest until late March with 13 E
past Birling Gap on 20 Mar and 11 E past Splash Point (Seaford) on 26 Mar. Peak passage
was in early April with 54 E during the month at Splash Point (maximum day count 34 E
on 2 Apr) and 26 E past Worthing on 3 Apr. No movement was noted at any site in May,
and none at all during spring at Selsey Bill.

In May and June, numbers in the county were very low, and there was not a single
instance of suspected breeding. In early May, four birds were at Thorney Deeps on the
6th, a pair was seen at the Breech Pool (Pagham Hbr) on the 21st and a singleton on 8 Jun,
and there was one bird at Sefter Fm (Pagham) on 30 Jun. In the Arun Valley, up to eight
birds were present at Pulborough Brooks in early May, one was at Waltham Brooks on 22
May and two were just upstream at Widney Brooks on 8 Jun. In East Sussex, birds were
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present at Pannel Valley NR until 15 May and then two birds were back there on 10 Jun
while, at Rye Hbr LNR, just a few birds were present intermittently but breeding was not
suspected. It is hard to see how the estimate of 25-30 pairs in Birds of Sussex (1996)
remains true today.

A coastal record of 8 W at Selsey Bill over the weekend of 25 - 26 Jun was of note.

In the second winter period, 21 birds were seen passing west at Selsey Bill in August,
and numbers in the county built up swiftly in September, with the total for that month the
highest in the last decade. There was, however, little further increase in October, but then
a second wave of immigration boosted November’s figures to, once again, the highest
levels in recent years. Numbers stabilised in December, when the WeBS count at Pagham
Hbr of 2122 was the only count that surpassed the 1% national threshold level of 1920. In
addition to the WeBS’ totals, good counts were made at Pannel Valley NR of 167 on 6
Nov and 163 on 4 Dec, while at Rye Hbr LNR 160 were present on 28 Dec, and a good
count of 120 was made at Partridge Green SF on 3 Dec. [AT]

0184.01 GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas carolinensis
Very rare vagrant.

An adult male was seen at Pulborough Brooks on 16 Feb (RJS et al) but did not linger.
It is the tenth county record and the first since 2002. This is the second record for this site,
the first being in April 2000. There have also been two in the lower Cuckmere Valley, in
March 1975 and February/March 2001, while one returned to Arundel WWT three
successive winters during 1989-91. All records fall between 29 December and 2 May and
relate to drakes. [RJF]

0186. MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident and winter visitor.
The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr |May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 2930 | 2322 | 2157 | 764 | 830 | 973 | 1221 | 2335 | 2888 | 3038 | 3266 | 3430
Chichester Hbr 332 | 274 | 223 | 21 | 48 | 85 | 61 73 95 | 350 | 421 | 472
Pagham Hbr 214 | 190 | 219 | 127 | 119 | 167 | 103 | 258 | 458 | 186 | 276 | 372
Chichester GP 164 | 181 | 110 | nc | nc | nc nc nc 137 | 175 | 178 | 175
Wicks Fm Res 33 24 4 nc | nc | nc nc nc 310 | 291 | 164 98

Arundel WWT 119 | 80 | 126 | 126 | 95 | 85 | 110 | 106 | 99 73 | 138 | 116

Arlington Res 126 | 34 46 | 46 | 27 | 72 | 68 | 107 | 170 | 113 | 52 36
Eastbourne Lakes | 126 31 112 | nc | nc | nc nc nc 142 | 111 63 143
Pevensey Levels 72 | 198 | 71 61 | 38 | 29 12 | 120 | 47 61 135 | 87

Bewl Water 298 | 175 | 388 | nc | nc | nc nc | 584 | 272 | 370 | 350 | 262
Alexandra Park 175 | 154 96 nc | nc | nc nc nc 114 | 123 | 132 | 113
Rye Bay 366 | 257 | 204 | 158 | 170 | 249 | 285 | 564 | 260 | 399 | 306 | 488

This was the first time in the last 10 years (see pages 250 - 281)) that neither the
Pulborough Brooks nor Amberley Wild Brooks WeBS’ counts exceeded the qualifying
level of 5% of the county total for any month required to feature in the above WeBS table;
131 at Amberley Wild Brooks in November was the highest WeBS count at either site
(qualifying level 163). However, 175 were recorded in the August WeBS count at
Waltham Brooks
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Aside from the WeBS’ records, 957 other records were received during the year from
256 locations, indicating that Mallard is the most widely distributed duck in Sussex. Sixty
of these locations were BBS 1-km squares (where 320 Mallard were recorded), so in time
this survey should provide enough coverage to establish summer population trends in
Sussex (see pages 238 - 247).

There were fewer reports of breeding than undoubtedly occurred. The earliest record
was of a nest with six eggs at Ambersham Common on 21 Mar and the last, on 30 Jun, was
from a garden in Warnham, where a pair hatched six of which two fledged. At Barcombe
Res 117 birds, including 43 young, were recorded on 5 Jun, whilst at Thorney Deeps 59
young were recorded from nine broods on 16 Jun.

Significant records not included in the WeBS’ counts were 200 at Burton Mill Pond on
18 Jan, 244 at Barcombe Res on 11 Dec and 387 at Bewl Water on 25 Dec. [JRC]

0189. PINTAIL Anas acuta
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; occasionally summers and
breeds. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

1999: The November WeBS count in Pagham Hbr should be 114, not 1144 as
published, whence the county total for that month becomes 251.

2005:  The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 722 | 643 | 393 | 19 1 1 - - 188 | 326 | 458 | 1095
Chichester Hor 141 1297 | 202 | 9 - 1 - - 4 |120] 9 134
Pagham Hbr 277 | 268 | 111 | - - - - - 176 | 199 | 219 | 669
Amberley Wild Brooks | 135 | 4 - - - - - - - - | 163 ] 20
Pulborough Brooks 150 | 49 | 28 8 - - - - 6 - 67 | 269

The Pagham Hbr WeBS count for December exceeded the 1% international threshold
level (600), whilst the Arun Valley total (Pulborough Brooks, Amberley Wild Brooks and
Waltham Brooks combined) in January and December exceeded the 1% national threshold
level of 279. However, the absence of winter flooding in the Arun Valley meant that peak
numbers remained well below the numbers seen there in 2000 - 2002 during flood periods,
when internationally important numbers were recorded.

Aside from the WeBS’ records, 206 other records were received, of which the most
significant was 400 at Pagham Hbr on 17 Sep. As always, this species was concentrated in
three main wintering strongholds, the Arun Valley and Pagham and Chichester Harbours.
Only 19 non-seawatching records came from East Sussex and they were mostly single
figure numbers of birds in the Rye Bay area. In West Sussex only 14 records came from
outside the three main wintering locations, again mostly in single figures. A particularly
complete coverage of the population is therefore given by the WeBS’ data.

Spring coastal movements were at more normal levels after the low numbers recorded
in 2004, with the bulk of movements occurring on 20-21 Mar. All were easterly while the
few autumn movements were all westerly.
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The totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Mar | Apr Sep | Oct
Selsey Bill 10 9 2 4
Worthing Beach 14 3 1 -
Telscombe Cliffs 7 11 -
Splash Point (Seaford) 96 13
Birling Gap 75 2

As usual records over the summer period were sparse. Three birds at Thorney Deeps
on 11 May was the largest number reported whilst a single female was recorded at
Arlington Res between 10 Apr and 15 May. There were no records of attempted breeding
but a “very young bird (juvenile)” was reported from a site in the east of the county on 16
Jun. [JRC]

0191. GARGANEY Anas querquedula
Scarce passage migrant and rare summer visitor. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The first record was of a pair at Breech Pool (Pagham Hbr) on 16 Mar. On the 20th, 3
E (a single drake and a pair) were seen at Splash Point (Seaford) between 0745 and 0805
hr, a pair flew east past Brighton Marina late the same morning and two turned up at
Pannel Valley NR where they were seen daily to the end of the month. On the 21st,
another 3 E (a drake and two ducks) were seen at Splash Point in 3% hr of seawatching and
the next day there were four birds at Weir Wood Res. On the 23rd, another 3 E passed
Brighton Marina and there were two pairs at Pannel Valley NR where a maximum count of
six was made on the 28th.

On 2 Apr there were 32 E past Splash Point in 6 hr of seawatching, ten of which were
seen passing Birling Gap (Beachy Head). At Pulborough Brooks, two drakes were noted
on the 2nd and a pair on the 6th. At Thorney Deeps (Chichester Hbr) there was a pair on
the 4th. The maximum count for the month at Pannel valley NR was seven on the 10th.
Birds were still moving on 24 Apr when a pair, flying up Channel, circled close to the
coast in the early morning at Birling Gap. A lone drake first seen at Thorney Deeps on the
24th was seen on several dates until 15 May. On the 10th it was seen being followed by
seven Mallard ducklings, behaviour described by the observer as “bizarre”.

The only record of confirmed breeding came from Pannel Valley NR where a pair bred
successfully. Birds present during the breeding season at several other sites included two
pairs at Pulborough Brooks but no ducklings were seen. Records continued into
September, principally from Pannel Valley NR where there were usually one or two
present. The last record for the year was four at Pagham Hbr on 21 Sep. [DEC]
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0194. SHOVELER Anas clypeata

Very scarce resident and fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber
listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 5141508 | 350 | 169 | 20 | 12 | 8 | 101 | 163 | 221 | 265 | 514
Pagham Hbr 11127 | 34| 9 - - - 4112 - 2 1
Chichester GP 173 [ 116 | 56 | nc | nc | nc | nc | nc - 36 | 18 | 165
Burton & Chingford Ponds | - - 2 - - - - - - 17 | - -
Petworth Park - - 3 2 - - - - 18 | 18 - 6
Amberley Wild Brooks 52 | 11 | 17 - - - - - - 5 | 42 | 54
Waltham Brooks 18 | 56 | 23 | 16 - - 1 11 142 | 7 11519
Pulborough Brooks 31 | 108 | 37 | 56 | 2 - - - 3 1 27 | 25
Glynde Brooks 35 | 28 | 24| 2 - nc | nc | nc | nc - - -
Eastbourne Lakes 1 24 134 [ nc [ nc|nc|nc|nc |30 20 - -
Pevensey Levels 19 [ 30 [ 15 | 13| 2 nc | nc|nc|nc|nc | 44|52
Rye Bay 158 | 86 | 90 | 71 | 13 | 12 | 7 | 49 | 52 | 104 | 103 | 183

Significant records additional to the WeBS’ counts were 172 at Rye Hbr LNR on 26
Jan and 100 at Pulborough Brooks on 20 Mar. Aside from the WeBS’ data, records were
received from 17 other locations, spread across all 12 months of the year.

The 1% national threshold level of 148 was exceeded at Chichester GP in both January
and December, in the Arun Valley in February and at Rye Bay in January. These three
locations remain the stronghold for this species (see pages 250 - 281)).

The main spring coastal movements were easterly and the majority occurred on 20-21
Mar and 2 Apr. The counts from the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Mar | Apr | May
Selsey Bill 12 43 -
Worthing Beach 10 17
Telscombe Cliffs 4 32 -
Splash Point (Seaford) 86 112 2
Birling Gap 75 8 3

The sole westerly spring movement was of two at Birling Gap on a date between 17
and 26 Mar. Only one autumn movement was recorded, 7 W at Worthing Beach on 5 Oct.

Breeding was confirmed at three sites; at Pannel Valley NR nine young were seen with
an adult female on 6 Jul, at Waltham Brooks a pair was seen with three well grown young
on 14 Jul and at Chichester GP a pair was seen with three small young on 16 Jul. [JRC]

0196. RED-CRESTED POCHARD Netta furina

Possibly a rare winter visitor and passage migrant, although most records probably
relate to escaped or feral birds.

One unsexed bird noted during a WeBS count at New Lake (Chichester GP) on 16 Jan
was the only record. [DEC]
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0198. COMMON POCHARD Aythya ferina
Very scarce breeder and fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber
listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 785 | 660 | 375 | 35 | 32 | 51 | 77| 73 92 | 326 | 463 | 713
Chichester GP 112 | 258 | 128 | nc nc nc [ nc | nc 45 | 48 | 73 | 207
Forest Mere 22 11 24 nc nc nc | nc | nc - 21 5 6

Swanbourne Lake | 35 | 41 18 8 13 30 | 30 | 14 - - 20 16
Arundel WWT 1111 65 | 65 | 20 14 5 9 16 28 | 30 | M 78
Bewl Water 9 9 30 nc nc nc | nc 3 2 9 5 11

Rye Bay 386 | 208 | 49 4 4 8 36 | 40 15 [ 193 | 283 | 315

Other significant records additional to the WeBS’ counts were 288 at Scotney Court
GP on 6 Jan and, at Rye Hbr SSSI, 179 on 23 Jan and 175 on 6 Feb. At Chichester GP,
280 were recorded on 30 Dec.

The sharp downward trend in wintering numbers, seen in 2004, continued in 2005 (see
pages 250 - 281)). Thus whilst the 5-year mean of county maxima was 1300 for the period
September 1999 to April 2004, the maximum in 2004 was 1109 and this year only 785.
This decline appears to be occurring across all the major sites.

Aside from the WeBS’ sites, birds were recorded at 22 other locations across the
county. The largest numbers were 20 at Thorney Deeps on 20 Dec, 28 at Liphook Forest
Mere on 22 Oct, 43 at Oftham (Arun Valley) on 3 Feb, 25 at Brooklands (Worthing) on 23
Jan and 33 at Barcombe Res on 27 Nov.

Between April and July single numbers of birds were recorded at 14 sites but there
were no reports of confirmed breeding. [JRC]

0203. TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula

Scarce breeding species and fairly common winter visitor.
The monthly WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 1033 | 841 | 745 | 350 | 289 | 322 | 246 | 359 | 388 | 507 | 682 | 1099
Chichester GP 292 | 359 | 200 | nc nc nc | Nc | nc 2 47 | 116 | 324
Petworth Park 15 7 3 9 - 3 6 12 | 23 | 20 8 5
Swanbourne Lake | 65 70 | 46 | 47 | 36 | 38 | 18 | 26 14 - 26 51
Arundel WWT 17 10 | 22 | 20 | 34 | 32 9 6 9 43 | 34 87
Barcombe Res 31 28 | 24 | 2 14 | 37 | 30 | 37 | 29 | 27 | 43 29
Eastbourne Lakes | 72 5 | 77 | nc nc nc | Nc | nc 3% | 52 | 50 69

Bewl Water 74 36 33 nc nc nc | Nc | 68 22 10 13 18
Powdermill Res 25 10 14 nc nc nc | Nc nc 41 30 35 14
Rye Bay 268 | 178 | 189 | 180 | 156 | 188 | 158 | 182 | 128 | 167 | 234 | 346

In the first winter period the highest counts not included in the above WeBS table were
120 at Castle Water (Rye Hbr LNR) on 16 Jan, 93 at Swanbourne Lake on 3 Feb, 74 at
Bewl Water on 13 Mar and, at non-WeBS' sites, 51 at Offham (Arun Valley) on 3 Feb, 50
at East Guldeford Level on 5 Feb and 51 at Pannel Valley NR on 16 May.

As usual there were very few records of coastal movements. The first of the year was
1 W at Telscombe Cliffs on 5 Feb. There were only ten between 30 Apr and 10 Jul: 3 E at
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Splash Point (Seaford) on 30 Apr, 1 E at Selsey Bill on 1 and 15 May, 2 E at Telscombe
Cliffs on 27 May and 3 E there on 10 Jul.

With a sizeable resident population breeding was confirmed at seven locations and
suspected at another nine. Confirmed breeding records were noted between 30 Jun and 16
Aug with four young (of which three fledged) at Thorney Deeps (Chichester Hbr), five
young at Easton Fm (Earnley), 6 young at New Lake (Chichester GP), six families
containing 37 young at Sefter Fm (Pagham), six young at Barcombe Res and nine broods
at Rye Hbr SSSI.

In the second half of the year, the highest counts not included in the WeBS table above
were 55 at Barcombe Res on 6 Aug, 57 there on both 20 Oct and 18 Dec, 68 at Bewl
Water on 21 Aug and 178 at Long Pit (Rye Hbr SSSI) on 12 Dec. [JRC]

0204. GREATER SCAUP Aythya marila
Scarce winter and passage migrant; rare in summer. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The monthly maxima at the sites where birds were present all month were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Oct | Nov | Dec
Monthly totals 23 25 35 19 - 2 7
Brooklands (Worthing) 2 2 2 - - - -
Rye Hbr 17 21 26 18 - -
Scotney Court GP 2 2 3 - - -

In addition to the above, in January, a first winter drake was seen at Ivy Lake
(Chichester GP) on the 1* and an unsexed bird was at Bewl Water on the 16", In March, a
singleton was seen in Pagham Hbr on the 12", a female was seen at Waltham Brooks on
the 25™, a single drake flew east past Birling Gap on the 20™, a singleton was noted at
Widewater (Lancing) on the 30™ and another drake flew east past Birling Gap (Beachy
Head) on 23 Apr, the last sighting of the spring.

The two birds at Brooklands (Worthing) from 1 Jan were first winter males which had
acquired full plumage by the time they were last seen on 12 Mar. The two at Scotney
Court GP were a pair. At Rye Hbr LNR the January count included ten drakes, but on 22
Apr 13 birds, previously counted on Castle Water, had moved out onto the sea in Rye Bay.
The totals for the first four months were the best this century so far.

In November, two birds were seen offshore at Church Norton on the 20" and there
were 7 W in 3 hr past Selsey Bill. [DEC]

0205. LESSER SCAUP Aythya affinis

Very rare vagrant.

The first-winter male at Scotney Court GP from 17 Nov 2004 (SxBR 57:35) remained
on or around the Kent/Sussex border until 14 Mar (MO). It was accepted by BBRC as the
first record for both counties but appeared to have no real preference for either, some days
being seen more often in Kent and others in Sussex. Towards the end of its stay it had
moulted into adult plumage, as is evident from a photograph taken at Bough Beach Res
(Kent) where it was seen on 16 Mar (see Birding World 18:191), presumably on its way
north. Regrettably it did not return for a second winter. [RJF]
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0206. COMMON EIDER Somateria mollisima
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; non-breeding birds summer annually.
Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Mar | Apr | May Oct | Nov | Dec
Selsey Bill E| 10 19 3 17
w 7
0/ 3
Worthing Beach E| 12 5 3
os| 1 2 17
Telscombe Cliffs E| 16 5 1
w 2
Splash Point (Seaford) E| 29 18
0/ 3
Birling Gap E| 28 2

In January and February birds were noted at several offshore sites, mainly in the west
of the county, but numbers were small with no more than three at Church Norton on the
5" In March, 13 E passed Splash Point (Seaford) on the 16™ during 2% hr seawatching
and 18 E were noted at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) in 3% hr on the 21*.

Two birds seen at Selsey Bill on 30 Jun and one off the West Pier at Littlehampton on
9 Jul were the only summer records.

Birds began to appear offshore from 13 Oct when six were seen at Pilsey Sands
(Chichester Hbr) and there were eight offshore at Church Norton on the 29" Thereafter,
most sightings were again in the west of the county and regular to the end of the year. The
largest number offshore at Church Norton in November was 12 on the 20™ and 23™ while
in December the highest count was of 28 on the 20", [DEC]

0212. LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor; usually scarcer in summer and autumn.
Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May Oct | Nov | Dec
No. of birds 2 1 3 1 1 4 9 5

In January a singleton flew over Rye Hbr LNR on the 15™ and a first winter drake was
seen in Emsworth Channel (Chichester Hbr) on the 13" and 15™ and, possibly the same
bird, again on 8 Feb and 23 Mar. In March, following 1 W at Selsey Bill on the 9™, a
singleton was seen offshore in the area from the 13" to 24™ Late spring sightings at
Selsey Bill involved 1 E on 28 Apr and 1 E on 22 May.

In the vicinity of Thorney Island, a single female first seen on 23 Oct had been
joined by two drakes by 3 Dec and all stayed to at least the 20™. A first winter female was
seen on a pond at Easton Fm (Earnley) on 23 and 26 Oct and again on 20 Nov while, in the
Selsey Bill/Church Norton area, following 1 E on 30 Oct, three were seen on 5 Nov, one
on the 19™, two the following day and another singleton on 18 Dec. At Barcombe Res a
single male, first seen on 5 Nov, stayed until 2 Jan 2006 (mimicking the 2003 bird which
stayed to 1 Jan 2004). [DEC]
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0213.  COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra
Common spring passage migrant and winter visitor; scarcer in summer and autumn.
Red listed species of high conservation concern.

Numbers similar to those in recent winters were seen offshore during the early part of
the year. Typically the largest flocks occurred in the east, with maxima of 450 in Rye Bay
on 31 Jan and 100 at Cuckmere Haven on 2 Feb. Smaller numbers elsewhere included 36
off Newhaven on 20 Jan and 20 off Goring on 31 Jan.

Easterly passage during spring from the principal seawatching sites (hours watched are
given in the introduction to the Systematic List) is summarised as follows:

Mar Apr May
Selsey Bill 421 | 2203 | 1766
Worthing 158 | 1027 | 767
Telscombe Cliffs 324 | 1217 | 265
Splash Point (Seaford) | 1308 | 5739 | 1526
Birling Gap 1083 | 5054 | 1155

A protracted spring passage was typically heaviest in April with maximum numbers
seen off eastern seawatching locations. Peak days, the numbers counted and the hours
watched per day (in parentheses) were as follows:

21 Mar 3 Apr 19 Apr 15 May
Selsey Bill 184 (6) 296 (7) 321(9) 431 (13%)
Worthing 119 (2%) 196 (3%) 206 (3%) 172 (1%)
Telscombe Cliffs 152 (2V4) 422 (2%) 219 (2%) nc
Splash Point 710 (3%) 2222 (6) 1047 (13) | 669 (13%)
Birling Gap 750 (3%) | 2017 (4%) | 1250 (5%) | 353 (4%)

Small numbers continued to be seen offshore during the summer months, probably
relating to birds summering in the English Channel. More notable was the only inland
record for the year, a singleton at Weir Wood Res on 1 Aug.

Fewer birds were present during the second winter period than earlier in the year.

Numbers built up steadily in Rye Bay as illustrated by counts of 60 on 26 Sep and 7 Oct,
100 on 14 Nov and 200 by 15 Dec, with 45 off Church Norton on 20 Nov. [CAH]

0215. VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor along the coast; rare inland. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May Oct | Nov | Dec
27 26 13 70 17 2 22 9

The majority of records at the start of the year involved a small number of birds in the
west of the county, with maxima of eight at Church Norton on 6 Feb and 14 off Selsey
West Fields on 29 Jan and 7 Feb. A peak of just three was noted from the Rye Bay area.

An average spring passage took place during mid-April. Monthly totals for the
principal seawatching sites were as follows:
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Mar Apr May
E|W|E|W|E|W
Selsey Bill 4 |6 16| - |1
Worthing Beach -l -2 - | -
Splash Point (Seaford) | - S 7 S I
Birling Gap - - | 40 -

The peak day was 19 Apr, with day totals and hours watched as shown below:

No. Hr watched
Selsey Bill 10 9
Worthing Beach 12 3%
Splash Point (Seaford) 9 13
Birling Gap 26 5%

In complete contrast to the previous year, very few were seen during the autumn with
two off Seaford on 22-25 Oct representing the only record for the month and setting the
scene for a poor second winter period. Up to six were seen off Selsey Bill during
November and December, with lesser numbers reported from Church Norton, Climping
and Rye Bay. There were no records away from the coast during the year. [CAH]

0218. COMMON GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
Scarce winter visitor; rare in summer. Amber listed species of medium conservation
concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 20 | 27 | 10 1 - - - - - B 3 32
Chichester Hbr 12 | 13 | 2 - - - - - - - 2 17
Pagham Hbr 1 10 2 - - - - - - - - 9
Chichester GP 2 - nc nc nc | nc | nc - - B R
Forest Mere - - - nc nc nc | nc | nc - - 1 -
Barcombe Res 1 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 1
Bewl Water - 2 nc nc nc | nc - - - - -
Darwell Res 1 2 2 - - - - - - - - 2
Rye Bay 3 1 1 - - - - - - - - 3

The opening winter period was relatively lean with all records restricted to the main
sites shown above. A peak count of 26 was recorded in Fishbourne Channel (Chichester
Hbr) on 24 Feb. The last sighting of the spring was a singleton east past Telscombe Cliffs
on 29 Apr.

The first winter visitor to return was one noted at Arundel WWT on 30 Oct (assuming
it was a truly wild bird), followed by two in Chichester Hbr and one at Liphook Forest
Mere on 6 Nov. After the next record of one at Castle Water (Rye Hbr LNR) on the 12®
there were almost daily reports to the end of the month of birds returning to traditional
wintering sites; the highest count was of 11 in Thorney Channel (Chichester Hbr) on the
18" Away from the principal sites, single birds were noted at Goring on 17 Dec and
Arlington Res on 27 Dec. [CAH]
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0220. SMEW Mergellus albellus

Scarce winter visitor mainly to the east of the county.
The approximate monthly totals and the monthly maxima at each site were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar Dec
County total 15 16 6 8
Rye Hbr LNR 10 7 3 8
Northpoint GP 3 5 - -
Scotney Court GP 2 4 3 -

Typically, all records originated from the far east of the county with the majority of
birds seen at Rye Hbr LNR or the immediate area in both winter periods. Once again,
Castle Water was the most favoured of the Rye Hbr LNR pits. During the first winter
period, the peak count there was ten on 16 Jan, including four drakes on 3-5 Jan and six on
25-26 Jan. Two birds at Rye Hbr LNR and three at Scotney Court GP on 13 Mar were the
final sightings of the winter, the same date as in 2004.

All other sightings in the second half of the year were from Rye Hbr LNR where three
had returned by 12 Dec, increasing to a maximum of eight (four drakes) on 28 Dec.
[CAH]

0221. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant to the coast; a few summer.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 159 230 1329 | 19 | - 3 1 1 - 15 | 76 | 215
Chichester Hbr | 147 | 124 | 194 | 12 | - - - - - 15 | 68 | 166
Pagham Hbr 7 4 | #1 7 - - - - - - 8 | 49
Goring Gap 5 11021 79 | nc [ nc | nc|nc|nc|nc|nc|nc| nc

During the opening months of the year, virtually all records were from the west of the
county, principally the western harbours and Worthing, where a peak of 309 was counted
on 2 Feb, followed by 278 at nearby Goring on 17 Feb. The last passage birds of the
spring were noted at Selsey Bill and Splash Point (Seaford) on 15 May.

Monthly totals for the principal seawatching sites were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Oct | Nov | Dec

Selsey Bill E | 37 22 88 | 119 4 6 23 42
W | 58 5 20 2 0 1 90 65
Worthing Beach E | 43 13 53 77 0 3 30 1
W | 119 | 300 0 8 2 4 0 7
Telscombe Cliffs E 0 0 24 23 - - 4 0
W| 6 2 0 0 - - 1 3
Splash Point (Seaford) | E - 3 133 | 227 5 - - -
w - - 2 1 0 -
Birling Gap E - - 68 | 213 - -
w - - 0 0 - -

Most records in July are of birds summering in the western harbours, so 2 E past
Telscombe Cliffs on 15 Jul was unusual. Singletons were noted in Pagham Hbr on 2 Aug
and off Cow Gap (Beachy Head) on 7 Aug, the latter remaining until 4 Oct. The species
was not widespread in the county until late October, somewhat later than recent years.
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Maximum counts at the end of the year were 128 off Goring on 24 Dec and 74 around
Thorney Island on 9 Dec. Away from the open sea, one was at Ternery Pool (Rye Hbr
LNR) on 8 Dec and a redhead at Weir Wood Res on 30 Oct provided the only inland
record of the year. [CAH]

0223. GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.

This was an average year with no cold weather influxes observed. The monthly totals
were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 24 13 4 1 12 10
Chichester Hbr - 3 - - - -
Selsey Bill 4 - - -
Pagham Hbr 4 4 - 2 3
Chichester GP - -
Pulborough Brooks
Warnham LNR
Weir Wood Res
Barcombe Res
Arlington Res
Princes Park (Eastbourne)
Darwell Res - -
Royal Military Canal (Winchelsea) 1 - - - -
Rye Hbr LNR 1 - - 4 -
On New Year’s Day eight were present at Pagham Hbr, remaining from December
2004, after which up to four were recorded there until 30 Mar. Elsewhere, records of more
than two birds comprised eight at Darwell Res on 16 Jan, three at East Head (Chichester
Hbr) on 6 Feb and four offshore at Selsey Bill on 7 Feb. Weir Wood Res hosted a pair on
1-2 Jan and a single bird on 16 Jan. A redhead east past Birling Gap (Beachy Head) on 1
Apr was the final sighting of the first winter period.

Following one at Pulborough Brooks on 22 Oct, this species was again reported from
several sites at the end of the year, but none of them held more than four birds. A long-
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staying individual was present at Princes Park (Eastbourne) from 24 Nov to 29 Dec (see
Plate 1). [CAH]

0225. RUDDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis
Scarce resident and winter visitor.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 8 | 22 | 23 | 13| 18 | 24 | 16 | 23 | 12 | 12 | 15| 25
Chichester GP 2 2 2
Arundel WWT 10()| 4 4 4 4
Eastbourne Lakes 4| 3 5 6 3 2
Bewl Water 1 3
Rye Bay 5 | 16 | 17 | 13 | 18 | 24 | 16 | 13 ]| 3 2 6 | 19

Note: (*) = includes 6 at Swanbourne Lake, (**) = includes 2 at Shinewater Marsh

Monthly maxima at the principal sites in the Rye Bay area were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Pett Level 1 9 14 | 16 - - - -
Rye Hbr LNR 7 17 8 6 13 1 5 5
Scotney Court GP 1 20 | 20 - 3 7 6 12

Breeding was confirmed at three sites: at Arundel Park, but without details of success;
Rye Hbr LNR, where there were five or six pairs at Ternery Pool and similar numbers at
Castle Water but success was poor with only a few broods and poor fledging success; and
Pett Level, where six well grown young were seen on 6 Jul.

Autumn dispersal records were of two at Sidlesham Ferry on 27 Jul and singletons at
Chichester GP on 30 Aug, Pagham Lagoon on 5 Sep, Barcombe Res on 10 and 14 Sep and
a duck at Arlington Res on 18 Sep.

Records later in the year were similar in location to the first winter period, but with a
lower peak of 12 birds at Scotney Court GP on 5 Dec. Records away from the regular
wintering localities involved singletons at Barcombe Res on 13-20 Nov and Brooklands
(Worthing) on 27-31 Dec. [CAH]
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0358. RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa
Introduced resident. Population augmented annually by captive bred stock.

Records were received for 79 sites (77 1-km squares), an increase on the totals of 30,
35 and 51 in 2002, 2003 and 2004 respectively. The largest proportion (73%) was from
the Downs or near the coast.

The highest counts in the first winter period were 18 from Thorney Island on 12 Jan,
20 from Porthole Fm (Sidlesham) on 3 Feb, 18 from West Dean Woods on 20 Mar and 15
from Sefter Fm (Pagham) on 11 Jan.

Records were received from 47 sites during the breeding season. The first nest
reported was from Pett Level where a nest with seven eggs was found on 1 May within a
metre of the front door of a house. Later two broods and a deserted nest were seen in the
same area. At Sefter Fm (Pagham) five territories were identified and at Constantia Manor
(Isfield) three adults with four half grown juveniles were seen on 31 Aug. No other
positive evidence of natural breeding was reported.

All the higher counts in the second winter period came from the extreme west of the
county. There were 21 at West Marden on 21 Nov, 23 at West Itchenor on 23 Nov, a
maximum of 31 in fields along the west side of Pagham Hbr on 12 Nov and 18 at Charlton
on 17 Sep. The highest counts of the period were 40 at Lee Fm (Patching) on 28 Nov and
35 at Chantry Hill on 18 Dec.

There are undoubtedly hundreds, possibly thousands, released into the wild every year.

The release of gamebirds for the shoot was described in 4 Survey of Sussex Gamebirds
During the 1998/99 Season in SXBR 51:177-186. [RTP]

0367. GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
Scarce and decreasing resident. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

Records were received from 67 sites compared to 28 in 2004 but comparable with
2003 (53) and 2002 (50). All but four of these sites (Haywards Heath, Barcombe,
Ringmer and Bewl Water) were in the southern part of the county, as shown in the
following map:
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In the first winter period there were five double figure counts, all from Harbour Fm
(Rye Hbr SSSI) with a maximum of 14 on 8 Jan.

During the breeding season records were received from 38 sites but only at Rye Hbr
SSSI was there positive evidence of breeding where six pairs were estimated to have bred
(four at Harbour Fm and two at Beach Reserve). Seven chicks were seen at Harbour Fm
on 30 Jun. A breeding survey on the 95 ha Sefter Fm (Pagham) found two territories.

42



In the second winter period there were 31 double figure counts, the maxima being 24
very tame birds at Thorney Island on 20 Oct, 23 at Climping Gap on 20 Sep, a covey of 47
at Steyning Round Hill on 8 Oct and a maximum of 41 out of 14 records from Harbour
Fm. [RTP]

0370. COMMON QUAIL Coturnix coturnix

Scarce summer visitor, recorded in variable numbers from year to year; formerly
occasional in winter. Red listed species of high conservation concern.

Records were received from 17 sites on the Downs and in the coastal regions across
the county, involving a possible 28 birds (19 in 2003), as shown on the following map:
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The first arrival was heard singing on 10 May at Thorney Island and, two days later,
two were flushed from long grass at Blackcap (Plumpton).

Once again, the area of Steep Down (Lancing) was the best place to hear these birds.
There were up to six individuals singing there between 29 May and 10 Jul. Further records
came from Colworth Down (Chilgrove) on 16 Jul, two at Rectory Lane (Church Norton)
on 2 Aug, Burpham on 14 Jun, two at Chantry Hill on 3 Aug, Steyning Round Hill on 29
May, three at Beeding Hill on 22 Jun, at least three in the area of Thundersbarrow Hill
(Shoreham) between 20 and 23 Jun, Balmer Down (Lewes) on 17 Jul, Bopeep (Alciston)
on the same day and, at Beachy Head, there were singletons at Hodcombe on 20 Jun and at
Shooters’ Bottom on 3 Aug. Two singletons were seen on 11 Aug, one at Steyning Round
Hill and another in Hastings. The latter bird was caught by a cat, but its fate was not
recorded. The final record was of one at Pannel Valley NR on 15 Sep. [RTP]

0394. COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus

Very common introduced resident. Population augmented annually by captive bred
stock.

Records were received from 217 sites across the county (108 in 2004). This large
increase is due to the number of records received from the BTO’s BirdTrack. Large
counts almost certainly result from released birds. In the first winter period there were 35
at Pett Level on 19 Jan and 78 in one field at West Dean Woods on 20 Mar. At Heyshott
there were 46 on 1 May. In the second winter period there was a monthly maximum of 50
at Pagham Hbr on 17 Sep, at West Marden there were 45 at Watergate and 35 at Forestside
on 13 Oct. The latter were mostly melanistic birds (see the Sussex Bird Report 2002, p 64).
At West Dean Woods there were 35 on 15 Oct and at Lee Fm (Patching) there were 80 on
28 Nov.
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Very little evidence of natural breeding was received. Many pairs bred at Castle Water
(Rye Hbr LNR) and at Harbour Fm (Rye Hbr SSSI), two pairs at Brighton Wild Park and a
pair at Chuck Fm (Littleworth). Territories were identified at Barns Copse (Binsted), two
at Forest Mere (Liphook) and at Pett Level.

On 17 Mar a male was on the beach at Hove and, even more bizarrely, one was seen
swimming near the lock gates in Shoreham Hbr on 11 Oct and again on the 12", [RTP]

0002. RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

For this species and the next, estimates of monthly totals have been made by
combining records of birds inland with the totals from coastal sites, having made
allowance for duplication. The larger of the counts of birds flying east and west at each
site was added to the largest number of birds reported as ‘on sea’ or ‘offshore’. It is
probable that most of the birds recorded as ‘Diver spp.’ in the winter months are, in fact,
Red-throated, and these accounts should be considered together; indeed, observers at some
sites seem to make this assumption.

The approximate monthly county totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
138 | 131 | 174 | 156 | 34 6 1 9 29 | 110

The monthly totals of birds moving offshore at the principal seawatching sites, with
estimated totals for all sites, were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Monthly total (*) 123 | 117 | 143 | 117 | 24 | &5 | - - 6 | 20 | 86
Selsey Bill 27 | 25 | 37 [ 43 | 15| - - - 1 2 |12 | 49
Worthing Beach B[] 7 | M]|19]5 - - - 1 2 3
Telscombe Cliffs 58 129 | 35 | 6 2 - - - - - 15 | 19
Splash Point (Seaford) | 33 | 67 | 55 | 41 4 - - - - - - -
Birling Gap 8 |92 |72 - - - - - - - -

(*) adjusted to compensate for duplication.

The variation between site counts reflects the differences in time spent seawatching at
each site.

It was a very poor year for this species, even allowing for the lack of records from
Brighton Marina. No three-figure movements were noted with the peak winter counts all
from Rye Bay, comprising 17 on both 19 Jan and 17 Feb and 29 on 26 Feb. The only
notable spring passage records were from Birling Gap (Beachy Head) with 27 E on 13 Mar
and 60 E on 3 Apr. Observers at Splash Point (Seaford) also recorded 18 plus 37 diver spp
on 3 Apr. The last spring record involved 5 E past Worthing Beach on the late date of 3
Jun (DIS).

Records away from the open sea comprised single birds on the R Arun near Ford from
9 Feb for a week, Arlington Res on 19 Feb and in flight over Rye Hbr LNR on 3 Mar.

The first returning bird was 1 W at Selsey Bill on 18 Sep. Coastal movements were
again small, with the peak count of 7 E and 8 W at this site on 1 Dec. Single birds were
noted in Emsworth Channel (Chichester Hbr) on 9 Nov, Lower Chichester Channel on 22
Nov and Pilsey Sands on 4 Dec. [PMB]
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0003. BLACK-THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The approximate monthly county totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Oct | Nov | Dec
4 5 15 45 26 - - 5 8

The total of 108 represents a very poor year for this species.

The monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May Oct | Nov | Dec
Monthly total (*) 3 3 | 11| 45| 26 - - -
Selsey Bill - - 7 | 24 3 - 3 6
Worthing Beach 1 1 - 6 3 1 -
Telscombe Cliffs 1 2 5 4 1 1 1
Splash Point (Seaford) | 1 - - 20 | 20 - -
Birling Gap - - - 19 4

(*) adjusted to compensate for duplication.

Spring passage was poor with peak movements of only 7 E at Brighton Marina on 3
Apr and, on 22 Apr, 11 E at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) and 9 E at Splash Point (Seaford).
A total of 7 E at Worthing Beach on 15 May was followed by the last spring sighting on 20
May from Brighton Palace Pier.

The only sightings away from the main seawatching sites came from Chichester Hbr
on 5 Jan, offshore at Pett Level on 24 Mar and 15 May, and 2 E in Rye Bay on 19 Apr.

The first autumn record was of 1 W at Selsey Bill on 2 Nov with presumably the same
singleton in Chichester Hbr on 17 Nov. The only notable count at the end of the year
comprised 1 E and 3 W at Glyne Gap on 4 Dec. [PMB]

0004. GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Scarce winter visitor and spring passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Oct | Nov | Dec
County Total (*) 5 3 5 5 5 - - 10 9
Max off Selsey Bill | 3 3 5 5 3 - - 6 8

(*) allowing for duplication.

Birds were frequently noted off Selsey Bill during the winter months, with regular
sightings in Bracklesham Bay and sites within Chichester Hbr, where a dead and
decapitated bird was found at Thorney Deeps on 21 Jan. It is assumed that birds noted in
flight at Selsey Bill were on local feeding movements due to the frequency of such
sightings and because the movements were not observed at other seawatching sites. The
peak monthly counts at Selsey Bill were (all offshore) 3 on 29 Jan, three on 26 Feb, five on
9 Mar and 12 Apr and three on 1 May.

The only other records for the first winter period came from Brighton Marina with first
year birds west on 2 and 8 Jan and summer plumaged adults east on 2 and 12 May. The
last spring sighting was a singleton offshore at Selsey Bill on 28 May.
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The first returning birds were 1 W on 5 Nov at Selsey Bill and 1 E at Ovingdean the
same day (ITB) followed by juveniles west at Brighton Marina on the 8" and 11" and a
single bird offshore at Ferring Beach on the 19™ (DIS). One bird briefly visited Castle
Water (Rye Hbr LNR) on 6 Dec. At Selsey Bill the peak counts were six offshore on 20
Nov and 5 W plus three offshore on 31 Dec. [PMB]

DIVER Species Gavia spp.

The specific identification of divers in flight is difficult, particularly when they are in
winter plumage. Those recorded as ‘diver spp’ can form a significant proportion of those
seen. The number of all divers recorded at the main sea-watching locations in January-
May and October-December are shown in the table below. The totals for each site have
been calculated by adding the monthly totals of birds flying E to those going W and
including the numbers of birds seen on the sea. Duplication is likely both between sites
and with divers specifically identified. No attempt should be made to add the columns,
since many birds will have been seen at more than one site.

Diver spp. | R-tDiver | B-tDiver Total (*) No. per hr

JM|OD|JM|OD|JM|OD|JM|OD|JM|OD
Selsey Bill 70 7 [ 147 | 63 | 34 9 [340 | 137 |1 0.8 | 11
Worthing Beach 75 | 13 | 8 6 11 1 [171] 18 [ 09 | 10
Telscombe Cliffs 49 | 17 | 130 4 | 1 2 1190 | - 1.3 | 20
Splash Point (Seaford) | 265 | - | 200 | - 41 - | 506 | - 2.1 -
Birling Gap 26 - 172 - 23 - | 221 - 36 -

(*) includes Great Northern Diver

The rate of passage was similar to that in 2004, with notably few movements in the
early part of the year [PMB]

0007. LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis

Scarce resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 167 [ 143 | 101 ) 36 | 24 | 28 | 46 | 106 | 158 | 185 | 159 | 232
Chichester Hbr 59 | 65 | 24 | 10 - 6 10 [ 10 | 24 ) 75 | 65 | 79
Pagham Hbr 8 15 7 4 4 3 4 9 0] 5 4 133
Bury Brooks - - - - - - - - 2 nc | 8 nc
Brooklands (Worthing) | 1 - 4 3 2 4 5 1112312014 1] 9
Cuckmere Haven 24 | 15 1 15 | nc | nc | Nc | nc | nc [ 12 ] 23 [ 25 | 29
Bew! Water 18 | 14 | 18 [ nc | nc [ Nc | nc [ 39 | 43 7 6 4
Rye Bay 41 | 24 | 17 | 17 [ 15 [ 10 | 20 | 27 | 26 | 34 | 17 | 53

The only notable count in the first winter period in addition to those in the WeBS table
was 24 at Bewl Water on 25 Feb. A single bird offshore at Splash Point (Seaford) on 27
Mar provided a rare seawatching record.

Approximately 35 breeding pairs were recorded at 17 sites, but success was generally
poor due to low water levels. Five broods totalling 11 young were noted at Bewl Water
and five pairs attempted breeding at Rye Hbr LNR. Post breeding dispersal was noted
from mid-June.
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In the second winter period significant counts in addition to the WeBS table were 37 at
Thorney Island (Chichester Hbr) on 20 Nov and 30 at Cuckmere Haven the following day.
[PMB]

0009. GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus

Fairly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun [ Jul | Aug [ Sep [ Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 246 | 333 | 449 | 182 | 160 | 121 | 99 [ 347 | 392 | 402 | 344 | 411
Chichester Hbr 22 3 37 | 28 | 1 4 - 1 - - 32 | 34
Pagham Hbr 11 8 11 9 5 14 16 9 26 | 18 [ 26 | 49

Chichester GP 43 | 40 | 34 | nc nc nc nc nc 31 54 | 44 | 40

Climping - 17 5 nc | nc - - - - 3 - 1

Weir Wood Res 17 | 49 | 121 ] 63 | 55 32 nc 38 34 52 | 48 nc
Arlington Res 11 8 45 | 14 17 9 23 21 33 27 | 10 17
Eastbourne Lakes | 14 10 12 nc nc nc nc nc 15 21 14 9

Bewl Water 82 [ 104 | 73 nc nc nc nc | 204 | 156 | 134 | 105 | 126
Darwell Res 10 [ 15 | 19 | 22 | 30 36 31 32 37 31 20 | 51
Rye Bay 14 | 34 | 36 | 30 [ 28 13 15 24 18 23 | 12 | M

The only notable inland counts that were in addition to the WeBS’ totals came from
Weir Wood Res with 57 on 15 Jan, 98 on 20 Mar and 66 on 13 Nov. Elsewhere, observers
at Bewl Water recorded 114 on 25 Feb and there were 30 birds at Ardingly Res on 27 Mar.

The peak coastal counts were again from Rye Bay in January with 95 on the 1%
increasing to a peak of 376 off Pett Level on the 30™. Elsewhere, maximum counts were
noted later, with 97 at Worthing Beach on 2 Feb, 68 at Goring on 17 Feb, 98 at Shorecham
Hbr and 50 at Hove on 6 Mar and, on 14 Mar, 91 off Southwick Beach and 65 at Brighton
Marina. Despite the large offshore numbers no notable movements were observed.

Breeding was noted from 11 Mar and was confirmed from 13 sites, but the first young
were not noted until 18 Jun at Bayham Lake. Breeding success was particularly poor at
Bewl Water where only one brood was noted due to low water levels.

Coastal numbers increased from mid-September with 17 at Church Norton on the 17™
before an influx in November produced peak counts of 45 at Climping on the 15", 88 off
Worthing Beach on the 19" and 180 off Pett Level on the 21%. In December there were 44
W and 1 E at Selsey Bill on the 4™ and 36 at Church Norton on the 7. At Goring on the
24™ there were no less than 301, which is the largest number recorded at any West Sussex
site. [PMB]

0010. RED-NECKED GREBE Podiceps grisegena
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.
The approximate monthly totals were:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
3 3 2 - 2 2 5 5
The year started with single birds at Darwell Res and Michelham Priory on 2 Jan.
Further singletons were then noted passing west at Telscombe Cliffs on 26 Jan and east at
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Selsey Bill on 6 Feb, whilst two birds were noted offshore at Worthing Beach on the 2™
and a singleton there on the 16", Spring birds were noted only at Selsey Bill, where a
single bird was seen intermittently from 13-26 Mar, with two on the latter date.

The first returning birds were noted at Selsey Bill on 14 and 17 Sep, followed by
single birds at Sovereign Hbr Marina (Eastbourne) on 8 and 16 Oct and passing west at
Selsey Bill on the 25™. Further singletons passed west at the latter site on 2 Nov and were
noted at Pilsey Island on the 5™, Darwell Res on the 7™, with up to two noted offshore at
Church Norton at the end of the month, one remaining to 6 Dec. Elsewhere in December
single birds were noted at Glyne Gap on the 4™, Telscombe Cliffs on the 5", Southwick
Beach on the 26™ and Selsey Bill on the 31, [PMB]

0011. SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The approximate monthly totals were:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 22 | 29 | 30 | 13 - 9 16 | 78
Max in Church Nortonarea | 20 | 25 7 1 - 6 16 | 68

As usual, most winter records were from the west of the county with a peak count of
25 offshore at Church Norton in early February. With the exception of a singleton at
Chichester GP on 16 Jan all other records came from the coast between Ferring and
Widewater (Lancing) with sightings on six dates between 31 Jan and 19 Feb and a peak of
three on the 17™. A singleton was noted at Pett Level from 19 Feb to 1 Mar, with possibly
the same individual noted at Rye Hbr LNR on the 4™ and Cliff End (Pett) on the 6.

Spring passage was noted from 8 Mar with most sightings from the main seawatching
sites where peak counts included seven at Goring on the 12" and 4 E at both Splash Point
(Seaford) and Beachy Head on the 21*. Smaller numbers were noted along the coast in
April, with a peak of 3 E at Beachy Head on the 1* and the last a singleton passing east at
Brighton Marina on the 30"

The first returning bird was noted offshore at Pett Level on the typical date of 11 Oct
and six in Chichester Hbr on the 15™ was the most notable count in the month. Birds
became more widespread in December with one at Princes Park (Eastbourne) from the 1
to the 5™, two at Glyne Gap on the 4™, a singleton at Darwell Res on the 7%, three offshore
at Telscombe Cliffs on the 10", up to two at Rye Hbr and one at Goring on the 28"
Numbers offshore at Church Norton increased during the month from 10 on the 7™ to 24
on the 18" 36 on the 20" and then a massive 68 between the 28" and 31%. The latter
number is not only a new county record but also exceeds the 1% international threshold
level of 35. [PMB]

0012. BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis
Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The approximate monthly totals were:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May Oct | Nov | Dec
1 2 15 11 1 1 - 6
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A total of approximately 39 was recorded, with a good passage in late March and early
April. The first winter period records all came from Scotney Court GP, with singletons on
3 and 16 Jan, two on 1 Feb and a singleton on 5 Feb.

Coastal passage was good and peaked between 20 and 23 Mar. Site maxima included
counts of two offshore at Splash Point (Seaford) on the 14™, 3 E at Beachy Head on the
20" two offshore at both Newhaven Tide Mills and Worthing Beach the following day,
and three offshore at Brighton Marina on the 23™. A single bird noted at Church Norton
from 22-25 Mar might have been that subsequently noted at Sidlesham Long Pool from the
26" to 4 Apr. Early April also produced 4 E at Beachy Head on the 1% and four offshore at
Brighton Marina on the 3™, before single birds east at Seaford on the 23", offshore at
Worthing Beach on the 30" and finally at Barcombe Res on 29 May.

Returning birds were not noted until 5 Oct when a singleton was seen at Scotney Court
GP. There were then sightings from four sites in December: at Pulborough Brooks on the
273" Glyne Gap on the 4™; Thorney Channel on the 4-13™, 18" and 21°** with two on
the 13"; and offshore at Selsey Bill where there was one on the 22™ and two on the 29",
[PMB]

0022.  FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Fairly common breeding species and passage migrant, resident on coastal cliffs from
November to September. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

Movements at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:
Jan-Feb Mar-May Jun-Jul Aug-Sep Oct-Dec

Direction: E w E w E w E w E w
Selsey Bill 1 1 74 143 | 20 87 3 45 1 7
Worthing

- - 141 54 5 6 2 12
Telscombe Cliffs - 312 - i -
Splash Point ( Seaford) | 34 32 32 - - - - -

The only significant counts at the start of the year came from Telscombe Cliffs with
westerly movements of 97, 44 and 171 on 4, 7 and 8 Jan respectively. Similarly, the only
notable spring counts were from nearby Brighton Marina where the peaks were 165 E on
17 Apr, 370 E on 23 Apr and a huge count of 670 E on 12 May, the latter a Sussex record.
As with previous years, the lack of significant numbers noted from other seawatching sites
on these dates suggests that this apparent movement may have been related to the local
breeding population.

1 3

Birds noted away from the open sea were at Thorney Island on 20 May and over
Hollingdean (Brighton) on 12 Jun.

The only breeding records received related to ten pairs at both Newhaven Fort and
between Crowlink and Birling Gap (Beachy Head). Birds were also noted breeding on the
cliffs at Telscombe.

The seawatching counts for August and September occurred principally in August. In
September, none were seen at Worthing and only 2 E and 8 W were recorded at Selsey Bill
during 30% hr watching.

Numbers decreased during the late summer with the last birds noted on the cliffs at
Telscombe on 8 Sep and the only October sighting comprised three in Rye Bay on 19 Oct.
No notable counts were made to the end of the year. [PMB]
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0043. SOOTY SHEARWATER Puffinus griseus

Very scarce autumn visitor.

One flew W at Fairlight, atypically in a light NE wind, on 4 Oct (ADW, IJW). All
subsequent records were during the first half of November, and in the more usual strong W
or SW winds associated with this species. Two flew west at Brighton Marina on the 3™
(IJW). On the 6" there were 6 W at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) (DC, RJF, RKH et al), 3
W at Ovingdean (ITB, CWM) and 7 W at Selsey Bill (JA, TJE, DIS et al). On the 8"2 W
were seen at Brighton Marina (IJW) and 1 W at Climping (OM) and on the 11™ there was
1 W at Brighton Marina (IJW). The timing of observations on 6 Nov suggests that only
one individual was likely to have been seen at both Birling Gap and Ovingdean and that all
those at Selsey Bill were different again. Assuming that those on the 8™ were also
different, then a total of 22 was recorded making it the best year for the species since 2000,
when 28 were seen. Sixty-seven have been recorded since the start of 2000, the records
having fallen in January (2), July, August (2), September (9), October (29), November (23)
and December. [RIF]

0046. MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Fairly common spring to autumn passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The minimum total of 116 birds continued the recent trend for low numbers of this
species. The monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
E|W[EJW[EJW[EJW|EJW|EJWI]E][W
County total 21 38 24 28 1 1 1
Selsey Bill 3|S5 (121 (4|1 j2n |1 -1-1-1-+
Worthing - 11 - | 6| - - - - - - - R R
Brighton Marina - M- 141 - - - - - - R R R
Splash Point (Seaford) | 1 - - - - - R B B B R R R
Birling Gap - - 51319 - 1 - - - - - -
Other Sites -1t 3 -1 -1-1-1T-1-7T171-11

Excluded from the table were two winter sightings, both of single birds flying east at
Splash Point (Seaford) on 7 Jan (DL) and 12 Jan (BRG). The first spring record was of 11
W at Brighton Marina on 9 Apr but thereafter few records were received for this site which
may account for at least some of the significant reduction in monthly totals. The rest of
the spring was uneventful with the highest count being just 7 W at Selsey Bill on 4 May.

Summer records were dominated by two double figure counts of 10 W at Selsey Bill
on 16 Jun and 1 E and 27 W at the same site on 5 Jul. Thereafter, there were just four
records; 1 E at Selsey Bill on 13 Aug, 1 E at Telscombe Cliffs on 4 Sep, one picked up
(alive) by the RSPCA on Hastings beach on 1 Oct and, the last record of the year, 1 E at
Telscombe Cliffs on 30 Oct. [TIW]

0046.01 BALEARIC SHEARWATER Puffinus mauretanicus

Very scarce spring to autumn visitor.

This was a good year for this species with 12-13 seen after an average of less than
three in the last three years.
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A small influx at the end of July produced two birds which lingered briefly at
Telscombe Cliffs on the 20" (DHH), 1 W at Saltdean on the 23" (IJW), 2 W at Brighton
Marina on the 25™ (IJW) and 1 W at Saltdean on the 26™ (ADW, IJW). On the 30" there
was 1 W at Brighton Marina (IJW) and another west at Southwick (ADW, 1JW), with
perhaps the same bird passing Shoreham Hbr the next day (IJW).

In August, one flew west at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) on the 13" (DC, JFC), one was
off Selsey Bill on the 14™ (RAI, DRM, DIS) and there was 1 W at Brighton Marina on 23
Aug. Finally, a late bird flew east at Birling Gap on 30 Oct (RHC). [TIW]

0052. EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus
Very scarce visitor, mainly in mid-summer and after autumn gales. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

All records were from Selsey Bill with at least two offshore on 29 May (JA et al), two
offshore on 5 Jun (JA ef al) and 1 W on 30 Jun (TJE, BFF, DIS). Twenty-four have been
reported since 2000, when eight were recorded in late October/early November gales.
Since then all sightings have been from Selsey Bill in spring or summer (two in August
2001, seven during mid-May/mid-June 2002 and 2 in late June 2004), a pattern to which
these records conform. [RJF]

0055. LEACH’S STORM-PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa

Rare vagrant.

One past Brighton Marina on 30 Oct was followed by 8 W there on 3 Nov, 6 W on the
8th and 1 W on the 11th (all IJW). Elsewhere in early November one picked up exhausted
in Peacehaven on the 3rd died in care on the 5th (RM) while there were 4 W at Ovingdean
on the 6th (ITB, CWM) and 2 W at Climping on the 8th (BFF, OM, DIS et al).

These were the first records in the county since 2002 and even if those at Climping on
the 8th had been seen earlier at Brighton Marina (where times were not reported) the total
of at least 21 has only been surpassed in 1989, when nearly 40 were recorded at Christmas.
That all records were from between Ovingdean and Climping was a disappointment to
observers watching from elsewhere during this period but demonstrates that one does not
have to be at a prominent headland to have a successful seawatch. Like these, most
records have been during October to December, following west or southwest gales. [RJF]
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0071. GANNET Morus bassanus

Common passage migrant and non-breeding summer visitor; once scarce but now
increasingly numerous in winter. Amber listed species of medium conservation
concern.

Movements at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Jan-Feb | Mar-May | Jun-Jul | Aug-Sep | Oct-Nov

E | W E W|E|W]|E W E w
Selsey Bill 332 | 334 | 599 | 270 | 443 | 637 | 165 | 2606 | 15 | 1372
Worthing 266 | 382 | 601 | 209 | 19 | 34 | 55 | 880 | 22 | 462
Telscombe Cliffs 723 | 494 | 992 | 155 | 353 | 182 | 715 | 1126 | 55 | 112
Splash Point (Seaford) | 946 | 494 | 2027 | 152 | - - - - - -
Birling Gap 335 | 0 [2417] 9 | 77 | 28 | 60 - - -

Sightings at Brighton Marina were, unfortunately, less regularly reported and detailed
than usual but the highest count in the first winter period of 1150 W was made there on 2
Jan. Other notable counts were 250 W at Selsey Bill on 28 Jan, 335 E at Birling Gap
(Beachy Head) on 5 Feb and 550 E at Brighton Marina on 22 Feb. The regular rooftop
bird returned to spend its eighth year, albeit intermittently, in Kemp Town (Brighton).

In the spring, there were 23 days when counts of 100 or more were made. The best of
these were 500 E at Birling Gap on 18 Apr, 360 E at Brighton Marina on 12 May and 450
E at Birling Gap on 19 May.

June and July were quiet; the only notable event was a count of 500 feeding in Rye
Bay on 30 Jul, which had increased to ¢.1000 by 20 Aug, but similar counts were not
recorded elsewhere. Numbers remained low until the end of October when 1830 were
counted flying west at Selsey Bill with 576 W on the same day at Worthing. In November,
1000 W passed Selsey Bill on the 8" but there were no other counts of over 100.
Impressive numbers built up off Worthing at the end of the year with 2500 counted,
fishing just offshore, on both 26 and 27 Dec to the bemusement and fascination of the
general public. This number is probably a county record.

During the year the RSPCA recorded four birds found in fishing nets or lines in East
Sussex. [TIW]

0072. GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo

Fairly common but localised resident and common winter visitor. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS'’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb |May |Apr [May |[Jun |[Jul |[Aug |[Sep |Oct |Nov |Dec
County total 689 | 778 | 687 | 385 | 312 | 450 | 605 | 780 | 629 | 789 | 583 | 607
ChichesterHbr | 27 | 29 | 11 10 | 16 | 17 | 59 | 29 | 67 | 46 | 82 | 59
Pagham Hbr 171 1207 | 185 | 172 | 98 | 114 | 146 | 197 | 183 | 271 | 58 | 49
ChichesterGP | 50 | 54 | 25 nc nc nc | nc | nc 50 | 59 | 76 | 163

Climping 3 39 17 | nc | nc 4 2 4 4 13 2 5
Ardingly Res 34 | 75 | 45 | nc [ nc [ nc[nc | nc |28 |60 | nc| 8
Weir WoodRes | 44 | 70 3 1 - 2 nc 9 6 47 54 nc
Barcombe Res | 10 8 18 1 5 2 2 9 8 15 | 22 48
Glynde Brooks | 69 3 7 1 1 nc | nc | nc nc - 1 -

Bewl Water 20 | 30 16 nc nc nc | nc 21 34 12 32 25
Rye Bay 86 | 91 | 209 | 151 | 182 | 301 | 381 | 486 | 169 | 165 | 47 | 33
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The rapid increase in breeding numbers has resulted in more uniform totals throughout
the seasons than ten years ago when there was a pronounced autumn/ winter maximum.
At Rye Hbr, numbers exceeded the 1% national threshold level of 230 from June to
August, and probably from March to May as well because nest counts indicated the
presence of a record 140 pairs. Numbers at Pagham Hbr exceeded the 1% national
threshold level in October and were not far short in six other months from January to April
and August to September.

At the Castle Water (Rye Hbr LNR) colony, the volume of nutrients discharged has
caused serious ecological problems so, to limit the numbers breeding, some of the nesting
trees were cut down in November.

The breeding colony in dead trees on a small island in a lake in Iford Brooks (Lewes)
also grew to record numbers. The first four nests were noted on 18 Mar and by May there
were between 14 and 18, some with up to three young. On 7 Jun, 42 full grown birds of
various ages were present on the crowded island with four still sitting on eggs.

The two dominant daytime loafing roosts were, as usual, at Rye Hbr LNR and Pagham
Hbr. At both locations a number of different roost sites were used. Other loafing roosts
near the coast with sizeable numbers were Thorney Island, with a maximum of 50 on 18
Sep, and Pett Level, with 66 on 4 Jun.

Inland numbers reached a peak in early winter. The three large northern reservoirs
(Weir Wood, Ardingly and Bewl) totalled in excess of 200 birds in December. There were
also considerable numbers at many smaller water bodies, including the increasing number
of farm reservoirs, and also 18 at Forest Mere (Liphook) on 22 Oct and 22 at Warnham
LNR on 4 Dec.

In East Sussex the major nocturnal roosts were predictably within Rye Hbr LNR.
However, there was also expansion elsewhere in roosts utilising electricity transmission
lines crossing river floodplains, e.g. 75 at Rodmell Brooks (near the Iford breeding colony)
on 14 Sep and 40 at Shinewater Lake (Eastbourne) on 15 Dec.

Counts for the traditional nocturnal roosts in West Sussex were:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Chichester GP | 173 | 128 | 111 | 47 | 45 | 62 | nc | Nc | 81 [ 162 | 132 | 147
South Stoke 136 | 165 | 113 | 3 15 | nc [ nc | Nc | nc [ nc | nc | nc
Steyning Levels | nc | nc | Nc | nc | 18 nc | 60 | Nc | 106 | 120 | 143 | 123

The Chichester GP roost became firmly established in trees and bushes surrounding
New Lake and spilled over to Runcton Lake. In the second half of the year there were no
counts at the South Stoke roost in trees overhanging the R Arun because of closure of an
access bridge but reports of large flocks en route to and from this roost confirmed the
normal autumn build up. The Steyning Levels roost by the R Adur utilised electricity lines
as usual but there was also a single report of 56 birds roosting 2 km away at Wiston Pond
at dusk on 23 Dec. Nearly all the movements into these nocturnal roosts seemed to
originate from coastal areas, which suggests there are probably some unreported nocturnal
roosts further inland serving water bodies to the north, including the major reservoirs.

At 7.00 am on 19 Aug at least 140 birds were feeding on whitebait just offshore in Rye
Bay and this increased to 230 the next day. Apart from this, the only other notable
offshore activities reported were of 50 birds seen resting offshore at Climping on 3 Jan, a
highest daily count off Worthing of 30 in a feeding frenzy on 26 Jan, whilst 42 was the top
daily count off Selsey Bill on 29 Dec. [RK]
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0080. SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

It was an excellent year for this species with nearly double the number of observations
from last year’s high. The increase in annual totals is apparent from the following table:

Year | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005
Total 55 79 151 161 194 102 251 482

The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan |[Feb |[Mar |Apr [May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |[Oct |Nov |Dec
Countytotal | 54 | 28 | 60 | 49 | 17 - 5 | 121 | 88 | 100 | 18 | 42
Selsey Bill 19 | 4 13 | 11 ] 10 - 4 | 116 | 74 | 9% | 11 | 30

Most (292) of the 482 reports were of single birds seen whilst seawatching at Selsey
Bill. Some larger numbers were seen there in August, including 35 E on the 24™ (in 6 hr),
15 E on the 27th (in 3% hr) and 65 E (in 3% hr) on the 28th. However, as these birds were
not seen further east it is possible they were merely moving to feeding grounds and that the
number for the month should be a maximum of 65. Relatively high numbers were also
seen in September; in October 54 were seen in 3 hr on the 20™ and in December 22 in 5%
hr on the 3",

Observers at Splash Point (Seaford) reported 86 birds between January and May with a
highest count of five on 31 Jan and 20 Mar. Elsewhere there were occasional reports from
Pagham Hbr, Goring and Worthing beaches, Brighton Marina, Telscombe Cliffs,
Newhaven Hbr, Cuckmere Haven, Beachy Head and Eastbourne. The only reports from
east of Eastbourne came from Rye Hbr where two birds were seen on 1 May and a
singleton on 19 Aug. The only inland record was at Ivy Lake (Chichester GP) on 2 Dec.
[JPP]

0095. EURASIAN BITTERN Botaurus stellaris
Scarce winter visitor; rare outside winter months. Red listed species of high
conservation concern.

2004:  Due to an unfortunate electronic problem which affected the transmission and
conversion of records between systems, some records of birds seen in Rye Hbr were
incorrectly assigned to the Brede Valley. All references to birds seen in the Brede Valley
should, therefore, be changed to Rye Hbr.

The corrected approximate monthly totals are as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Countytotal | 11 | 10 7 1 1 - 3 2 4
Burton MP - 5 3 - - - - - -
Pett Level 2 1 - - 1 - 1 - 1
Rye Hbr 6 3 3 1 - - 1 2 3
Other 3 1 1 - - - 1 - -

2005:  This was not quite such a good year as 2004 with 105 records representing as
few as 13 birds, allowing for probable duplication.
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The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar Oct | Nov | Dec
County total | 6 8 5 4 3 2
Burton MP 1 1 1 - -
Pett Level 1 1 1 1 1 -
Rye Hbr 4 5 3 1 2 1
Other - 1 - 2 - 1

Bitterns were seen at Rye Hbr LNR on 19 days in January and intermittently until 12
Mar, usually as one or two birds except on 13 Jan when four were seen in the early
morning, three were seen on 1 and 15 Feb and five on the Sth. One or two birds were also
seen at nearby Pett Level on several dates between 13 Jan and 16 Mar. In the west, single
birds were noted at Burton MP on several dates between 3 Jan and 22 Mar.

The next sighting was of a single bird at the Rye Hbr LNR on 4 Jul. In October there
were reports of single birds at Pett Level on the 9th, Warnham LNR on the 11™ (the third
record for this site), Pannel Valley NR on the 13", Chichester GP on the 16" and at Rye
Hbr LNR from 19 Oct with two there on 5 Nov. A single bird spent the day at Pulborough
Brooks on 4 Dec and one was seen in the Brede Valley on 27 Dec. [JPP]

0108. SQUACCO HERON Ardeola ralloides

Very rare vagrant.

1951: One seen in trees adjoining Manor Road (Brighton) from 1300 hr until dusk on
29 Apr (British Birds 45:293) has been re-examined by BBRC as part of a review of 1950-
57 records and is considered to be inadequately documented (Wallace, Bradshaw &
Rogers 2006, British Birds 99:460-464). In particular the described behaviour is most
unlikely and more consistent with a Night Heron. There are now just five acceptable
county records, the first was shot between Henfield and Steyning in September 1934 and
the remainder were all in mid-June: at Mannings Heath in 1982, Pagham Hbr in 1995,
Bodle Street (Pevensey) in 1997 and Pett Level in 2000. The last of these, on the 10t
becomes the county’s earliest record. [RJF]

0111. CATTLE EGRET Bulbulcus ibis

Rare vagrant.

One was present at Southease (R Ouse) from 22-25 May (LB et al) while another near
Chalder Fm (Pagham Hbr) from 16 Dec remained into 2006 (RC, IML, OM et al). Both
were widely seen and have been accepted by BBRC. They take the county total to 13 and
are the first since 2001, when one was seen near Greatham during January-March. The
Pagham individual is the first for December, although two presumed escapes have been
recorded in that month - an Asian race B. i. coromandus individual near Eartham in 1995
and, perhaps more controversially, one at Ford in 1964 that was picked up in a weak
condition. Previous records have been in every month from January to May. [RJF]

0119. LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Formerly rare, but now breeds and is a fairly common autumn and winter visitor.
Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:
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Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 62 | 94 | 59 | 46 | 47 | 49 | 135]| 132 | 341 | 309 | 256 | 81
Chichester Hbr 22 | 51 | 29 | 33 | 32 | 29 | 72 | 66 | 163 | 206 | 174 | 24
Pagham Hbr 2 8 4 9 12 | 17 | 51 | 61 94 | 71| 29 | 10
Chichester GP 1 1 4 nc nc nc | nc | nc 2 2 1 5
Waltham Brooks 9 1 - - - - - - - -
Pulborough Brooks - - 2 - - - - - - - - 2
Widewater (Lancing) | 2 1 2 3 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 5
Upper Adue Levels 2 2 3 nc nc nc | nc | nc - 1 - 3
Ifoprd Brooks 3 9 - nc nc nc | nc | nc 3 2 2 2
Cuckmere Haven 6 5 3 nc nc nc | nc | nc 30 5 19 10
Pevensey Levels 4 7 4 1 2 1 3 1 - - - 1
Rye Hbr 6 5 3 - - - 2 - 31 3 23 | 14

The number of birds in the county has increased from a minimum of 236 in 1995 to
341, based on the WeBS’ counts for September.

The monthly maxima at the four main sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Chichester Hbr 23 | 51 | 29 | 33 | 32 | 29 |72 | 87 | 163 | 206 | 174 | 24

Pagham Hbr 3 8 10 9 12 | 28 |51 | 115 | 94 | 71| 29 | 25
Cuckmere Valley | 6 5 3 11 2 4 |16 | 24 | 30 3 19 | 10
Rye Hbr 36 | 28 | 18 | 15 9 6 |26 | 51 56 | 44 | 44 | 30

In most months numbers were similar to last year’s with the usual large increase in the
autumn but with peak numbers in September to November higher than in 2004. Small
numbers of birds were seen in other suitable wetlands throughout the county but were
rarely in double figures except at the R Adur at Shoreham where the maximum count was
16 on 4 Sep. The only other numbers of interest were nine at Waltham Brooks on 17 Jan
and eight seen at Beachy Head on 22 Oct.

Breeding records were received from six sites. Four of these were from West Sussex.
At site A there were at least eight nests but there were no details of breeding success. At
site B there were three nests and downy young were seen in two on 6 Jun. At site C there
were three nests with two very young chicks in one nest and one in another on 3 Jun. At
site D there were four, possibly six, occupied nests on 13 Jun. In East Sussex breeding
was considered probable at site E and at site F there was one occupied nest at a new site on
15 May.

Despite the peaking of numbers in the autumn the build up was barely noticeable in the
field; most records of autumn movements were of only 1-3 birds with a maximum of 8 W
at Telscombe Cliffs on 20 Aug.

Roosting was recorded at three locations: Chichester, Pagham and Rye Harbours. The
maximum monthly numbers were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Chichester Hbr | 18 - 21 9 - 10 [ 5 45 | 87 - 134 | 40
Pagham Hbr - - - - - - - | 115 | 26 | 66 - 25
Rye Hbr 36 | 23 | 18 | 15 - - 32 | 51 47 | 44 | 44 | 30

The obvious disparity between the roost numbers in the autumn and the monthly
maxima in the previous table suggests that not all roosts were recorded. [JPP]
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0121. GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba
Rare vagrant.

One seen at Pett Level on 14 Oct (ADW, 1JW) has been accepted by BBRC and takes
the county total to 19. All but two of these have been since 1996 making it seem a long
time ago that this species was a real rarity. It is therefore no surprise that occurrences from
2006 will no longer be considered by BBRC, although SOSRC, to whom the task of
assessment will now fall, will endeavour to maintain standards and fully documented
records will continue to be required for acceptance. May and December remain the only
months in which it has not been recorded in the county. [RJF]

0122. GREY HERON Ardea cinerea

Fairly common resident.
The monthly WeBS'’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb |Mar |Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |[Sep |Oct |Nov |Dec
County total 95 | 123 | 113 | 41 | 40 | 56 | 67 | 72 | 133 | 128 | 121 | 96
Chichester Hbr 13 | 26 | 16 | 2 4 7T M9 1725 3|10
Pagham Hbr 5 | 1 6 3 3 [ 20 [ 16|12 |13 |16 | 7 |12
Chichester GP 3 9 4 | nc [ nc|nc|nc|nc| 3 7 4 8
Amberley Wild Brooks | 4 2 2 7 3 4 6 4 6 - 9 8
Pulborough Brooks 1 2 4 6 2 9 9 8 10 ] 2 7 1
Warnham LNR 2 5 6 nc | nc | nc | nc| nc 6 2 - 1
Lower Adur Estuary 8 - 2 nc | nc|ncj|nc|n| 6 2 9 6
Henfield Brooks 2 7 3 nc | nc | nc|nc| nc - 2 2 2
Ardingly Res 5 6 6 nc | nc|{nc|nc|n| 6 8 nc | 7
Weir Wood Res 1 10 | 21 6 12 2 | nc| 7 4 4 6 nc
Glynde Brooks 5 - 4 2 2 nc {nc|nc|n| 3 3 1
Cuckmere Haven 6 - 2 nc | nc | nc|nc|nc| 4 4 7 2
Pevensey Levels 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 6 9 5 3 5
Bewl Water 4 6 4 nc | nc|nc|n| 1 7 12 1 10 3
Rye Bay 14 120 | 6 9 4 5 7 5 6 |13 ] 4 | 11

During the breeding season 263 nests were counted at 25 heronries (246 nests in 21
heronries in 2004). Counts for individual heronries, listed from west to east, were as
follows:

Westbourne (last counted 1999) 2; Forest Mere 1; Fishbourne 10; Pagham owl copse 6;
Church Norton 3; Flansham 11; Warningcamp 2; Parham 29; Knepp 13; Warnham 8;
Henfield 21; Ardingly 14; Weir Wood Res 10; Rodmell 3; Firle 17; Charleston 17;
Hadlow Down 11; Eridge 15; Hampden Park (Eastbourne) 1; Glynleigh 14; Wartling, 6;
Burwash 6; Pebsham 4; Winchelsea 9; Leasam 30.

The single nest at Forest Mere is a new site, as is the nest at Hampden Park. The small
heronry at Iford has moved south to Rodmell. Leasam Wood is difficult to count
accurately due to the vegetation.

During the rest of the year single birds and small groups were seen feeding or loafing
in suitable habitat throughout the county. From ten to 13 were counted at Castle Water
(Rye Hbr LNR) at both ends of the year. Twenty were at Hope Gap on 15 Jan and 11 at
Bewl Water on 21 Aug. [ABW]
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0134. WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia
Rare vagrant, mainly in spring.

An adult drifted northeast over Hailsham on 28 Apr (CWG) with it or another adult
flew northeast over Bodiam on 5 May (NH) and presumably the same over Pett Level on 6
May (KH). On 9 May an adult flew slowly southeast over Stanley Common at 0830 hr
(KB-T) with the same, or more likely another, high northwest over lower Cuckmere Valley
at 1215 hr (MS-H). One drifted south over South Bersted on 6 Jun (JS), one was seen in a
field at Wartling on 20 Jun (RS) and one (presumably the same) was roosting on a
telegraph pole near Ringmer on 22 Jun (PE), while it or another west over Donnington
(Chichester) on 24 Jun (SA). Finally, an adult with evenly moulting primaries seen flying
first south then, two hours later, north over Hampden Park (Eastbourne) on 21 Jul and
southeast over Lower Willingdon on 3 Aug (both RKH) was most likely the individual
photographed at Downash (Pevensey Levels) where it was reported to have been present
for six weeks to late Aug (JLu).

It is impossible to be sure how many individuals were involved with these records but
as they are prone to wander they are certain to involve some duplication. It is also often
impossible to be certain of the provenance of records of this species. However, all of these
conform to established patterns of natural occurrence and none appeared to exhibit
behaviour or plumage features suggesting captive origin. Assuming that those at
Hailsham-Bodiam-Pett and Wartling-Ringmer-Donnington were the same then the total for
the year is six. This is the highest number recorded in the county in a year, although a
flock of five was recorded in 1972 (over Polegate on 25 April), and takes to 60 the total
recorded in the county since 1960. Of these, 32 have been in the second half of April or in
May. [RJF]

0144. SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia
Very scarce visitor, most frequent in spring and autumn. Amber listed species of
medium conservation concern.

This was a relatively good year for Spoonbill sightings, even though the total of at
least 17, possibly 22, birds was down on last year’s 27.

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
No. of birds | - 1 1 2 1 - 3 4 - 4 8 -

Spring sightings were of single birds in Pagham Hbr on 28 Feb, 5 Mar, 30 to 31 Mar
and an immature bird on 14 May. A single bird was seen flying east at Selsey Bill on 21
Mar. An observer at Widewater (Lancing) was watching an immature bird on 8 Apr while
another flew over other people watching the Great Spotted Cuckoo at nearby Brooklands
(Worthing).

In the second half of the year two birds were seen arriving at Ternery Pool (Rye Hbr
LNR) on 7 Jul and a single bird was seen at Cuckmere Haven on the 19™. In August, there
was an adult at Pagham Hbr on the 3™ and a juvenile on the 6", one flew east over Seven
Sisters Country Park on the 17" and an adult flew past Seaford Head on the 22™. Later in
the year, one flew over Rye Hbr LNR on 24 Oct and three juveniles roosted on South
Stakes Island (Chichester Hbr) on the 31%. There were two immature birds in Pagham Hbr
from 31 Oct until 14 Nov but six on 5 Nov and seven on the 9". [JPP]
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0231. HONEY-BUZZARD Pernis apivorus
Very scarce breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of
medium conservation concern.

Records of all known breeding pairs have again been provided by the group who
monitor Honey Buzzards in the southeast, which comprises both SOS members and non-
members working under licence. There were four successful pairs, raising a total of seven
young. A fifth pair, which had bred successfully the previous two years, failed at the egg
stage and the nest was abandoned. Failure at the egg stage may involve egg collectors and
it is for this on-going threat that it remains sensible to withhold details regarding nesting
localities. At a sixth location, where previously breeding had been regular, there was a
number of sightings but no evidence of a nesting pair.

There were two different males seen at Hollingdean (Brighton) on 30 April (IJW). The
date is exceptionally early and sets a new record for the county. The behaviour of the
second male was very intriguing. It was first sighted coming from the north and was
clearly heading south, apparently out to sea and back across the English Channel! If this
was so, then perhaps it was on overshoot returning whence it came. Another male,
heading north, was recorded at Cuckmere Haven on 1 May (ITB). Yet another male was
seen at very close quarters at Thorney Island on 27 May, the first-ever spring record for the
warden (CBC). There was a male coming off the sea at Brighton Marina on 6 Jun (IJW)
and a female at Hollingdean on the rather unusual date of 24 Jun (IJW).

At one well-watched locality (involving the aforementioned fifth pair) there were at
least five birds present on 31 May with a minimum of three different birds present in the
area throughout the summer (BFF, DIS et al).

During the autumn, 12 passage birds were recorded between 31 Jul and 19 Sep. An
adult female was a nice garden tick at Edburton on 31 Jul (TJW). A few weeks later other
migrants were seen with a distant view of a bird at West Fields (Selsey) on 30 Aug (BFF,
DIS) and another at Pannel Valley NR on 31 Aug. There was a good passage at Beachy
Head with two dark-phase juveniles seen at close range on 31 Aug and on 1 Sep there were
excellent views of a pale-phase juvenile in company with an intermediate phase juvenile
(JEC). On the latter date there was also a more distant bird, which could neither be sexed
nor aged (JFC). There were dark phase juveniles at Hollingdean (Brighton) on 3 Sep and
Saltdean (Brighton) on 9 Sep (IJW). On 11 Sep there was a dark phase juvenile at
Littlehampton GC (RJLK) and finally another dark morph juvenile at Sheepcote Valley
(Brighton) on 19 Sep (JW). [MEK]

0238. BLACKKITE Milvus migrans
Rare vagrant.

One was seen at Glynleigh (Hailsham) on 27 Apr (CJH, RKH) and presumably the
same bird at Boreham Bridge (Pevensey Levels) on 1 May (RES, SS ef al). These records
have been accepted by BBRC and, assumin%1 the same bird was involved, it was the 11" to
be seen in the county since 1990 and the 24™ in total. Six individuals have arrived in April
(one on the 12" and the rest from the 26th), 12 in May, two in June, two in July, one in
August (on the 3™) and, exceptionally, one in November making these sightings typical.

Occurrences from 2006 will no longer be considered by BBRC, although SOSRC, to
whom the task of assessment will now fall, will endeavour to maintain their high standards
for this species, which has one of the lowest BBRC acceptance rates of all, and fully
documented records will continue to be required. [RJF]
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0239. REDKITE Milvus milvus
Very scarce breeding resident and scarce visitor. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

Last year’s breeding pair used the same nest and had another successful season, raising
three young. The juveniles were fitted with labelled wing tags (B1, B2 and B3) and the
2005 Chilterns’ colour scheme adopted, with yellow on the right wing and two-tone
orange/yellow on the left. All three juveniles were fitted with radio tags.

There was a probable annual total of 22 different birds within the home range of the
resident pair (MEK, CBC, CL). In addition to the pair and their five offspring, there were
11 adults and four second-year birds. Just three of the visiting birds were tagged, two with
yellow tags on both wings (Chilterns, 2004) with the third undetermined. A second pair of
adult kites visited the area on 19 and 20 March but showed no signs of laying claim to a
territory and were not seen again. On 10 July there were eight kites present at the breeding
site, including the adult pair, another adult, all three 2005 juveniles and interestingly both
2004 offspring, Sussex ‘Y’ and ‘Z’ (the former on radio contact only).

Sussex ‘Z’ had remained faithful to the same night roost in the home range until mid-
March but then for the first time was detected in the Chilterns on 19 Mar. It was back in
the county on 28 Mar and on 10 Jul but on no other known dates. It was, however,
recorded in the Chilterns on many occasions throughout the summer until 19 Jul and then
on 12 Nov. There had been no contact with Sussex ‘Y’ since 30 Oct 2004 and so it was a
joyous moment when there was both visual and radio contact on 23 Jan. There were then
several sightings over the following two months but nothing after 25 Mar until the isolated
date of 10 Jul. In the Chilterns, it was detected on many occasions in July and early
August but then nothing more until an isolated record on 13 Nov. Since Red Kites are
capable of breeding in their 3™ calendar year it is hoped that both <Y’ and ‘Z’ will settle in
their natal area next year.

Away from the West Sussex downland it was yet another record-breaking year with
reports from well over 40 different localities, involving as many as 60-70 different birds.
As in 2004, the numbers were very evenly split between the two halves of the county.

The monthly totals were as follows;

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Homerange | 6 5 10 2 2 2 8 2 3 8 4 5
Elsewhere 3 1 6 5 30 | 18| 3 2 3 2 3 0

The table shows the huge increase that has occurred within the last few years. Recent
evidence suggests that, as their home range becomes saturated, the Chilterns breeding
population is dispersing in ever increasing numbers and prospecting other areas. With so
many adults amongst these prospecting birds it surely cannot be too long before Sussex
has more than a solitary breeding pair.

During the first four months of the year there were 15 records of singletons from a
variety of sites across the whole of the county. There was then a big influx in May and
June with 48 birds recorded outside the home range. These were all singletons except for
two at Arlington Res on 15 May, two low over the beach at Eastbourne and two at Pagham
Hbr on 30 May, two at Woods Mill (Henfield) on 31 May and three following a harvester
(cutting a silage crop) at Steyning on 8 Jun, with probably the same three birds being seen
the next day at Hampden Park (Eastbourne).

Numbers dropped in the remaining six months of the year with only another 13 birds
being seen. Again these were all singletons apart from two at Broadford Bridge in late July
and two at Weir Wood Res on 1 Nov. The final record was a singleton at Pett Level on 25
Nov. [MEK]
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0260. MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus
Scarce spring and autumn passage migrant and very scarce winter visitor; bred for
the first time in 2004. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

There were perhaps 88 individuals seen during the year, a similar number to the
previous year. Of these, only ten definite males were reported.

The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 6 3 5 13 9 3 4 16 | 44 9 4 3
Chichester Hbr - - 1 1 1 - - - 1 1 -
Pagham Hbr - - 1 2 1 - 2 3 3 1 -
Pulborough Brooks | - - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 1 -
Brighton - - - 1 - - 3 | 12F - -
Seaford - 1 - - - - 1 1 -
Beachy Head - - - 3 - - - 2 18 - - -
Pannel Valley 2 1 1 3 2 1 1 1 4 2 1 2
Rye Hbr 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
Scotney Court GP 2 1 - - - - - - 1 2 -
Other sites - - - 4 1 5 1 - 2

* There was an autumn total of 15 at this site but at least 3 were recorded in August.
The table shows the usual migration peaks in April - May and again in August —
October. The September total was high but not exceptional.

More birds than usual were recorded in January with an absolute minimum of three.
On the coast in spring, one flew west at Brighton on 17 Apr, one was seen to fly in off the
sea at Splash Point (Seaford) at 1020 hr on 24 Apr and one flew north at Worthing Beach
on 7 May.

It is encouraging that a female was recorded throughout May and June at one reed-bed
site. However, there was no confirmed breeding in the county this year. A male flying
over Chilgrove on 17 Jun was an interesting summer record.

In autumn, there was a notable passage at Beachy Head on 2 Sep when there were
eight individuals seen including a juvenile flying south out to sea at 0610 hr followed by
another at 0800 hr, and five circling together over the Head at 1600 hr. The following day,
at the same site, there were seven including four going south out to sea at 0625 hr and one
south at 0655 hr. [SHL]

0261.  HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Red listed species of high conservation
concern.

It was a good year again for this species. More than 200 records were received but, as
usual, they referred to a small number of localities. The table below shows the principal
areas involved and now includes Lewes Brooks, as birds are being seen regularly and may
be roosting there. The probable monthly minima for each area are summarised as follows:
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Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 18 | 10 10 7 1 4 7 13 15
NW Sussex Commons 1 1 1 1 - 1 3 2
Chichester & Pagham Hbrs 1 - - 1 - - 1 1
Arun Valley 4 2 2 1 - 1 - 1 2
W Sussex Downland 3 3 1 1 - - 2 2 3
Lewes Brooks 1 - 2 1 - - - 2 1
E Sussex Downland 3 - 1 - 1 - - - 1
Ashdown Forest 2 2 - - - - 1 1 -
Pevensey Levels - - 1 - - 2 - 1 2
Rye Bay 3 2 1 1 - - 2 1 1
Other sites - - 1 1 - 1 1 2

A large number of records was received for the Arun Valley for January and February
but, because of the size of the area, it was difficult to deduce exactly how many birds were
present in that period but at least one male and one female were involved. At another site
in West Sussex, at least one male and two ringtails were present during January and
February. During the first quarter of the year, numbers in the Rye Bay area were
significantly down compared with what may have been exceptional numbers in the same
period last year. However, it may simply be that less observation took place in the area.
At a site in this area, a male and a female were seen on 6 Jan, with a ringtail present on 22
Jan and a male on 16 Feb. A ringtail was seen at another location in the east on four days
in January, four days in February and almost daily in March until the 18"

There were seven records of single birds in April. On the 2™ a bird was observed from
a garden in Goring, on the 3™ a female was hunting over fields on Bignor Hill, on the 5®
there was one at Amberley and on the 7™ another at Lewes Brooks. An adult male was at
Rye Hbr LNR on the 13", there was a ringtail at Linchmere Common on the 20™ and the
final bird for the spring period was a ringtail hunting over fields for 25 minutes on Pilsey
Island on the 22",

The earliest autumn record was of a ringtail hunting over fields near Beachy Head on
31 Aug, which may have been the same bird that was seen near Alfriston on 4 Sep. There
were two other September records, one at Pevensey on the 18" and a ringtail at
Pulborough Brooks on the 20™.

There were 18 records for October. Six of these referred to a female with wing tags
that was seen regularly in the Findon/Cissbury Ring/Steyning area from 16 Oct to at least
21 Nov. The tags showed that she was hatched in 2002 on the RSPB reserve at Geltsdale,
which covers a vast area of the North Pennines and is one of only two regular nesting sites
of Hen Harriers in England.

In the final two months of the year, birds continued to arrive and occupy the usual
winter roosts. In Ashdown Forest, members of the Ashdown Forest Bird Group, with
other observers, have been monitoring the roost there on a regular basis for several years.
In each year, from 2000-2003, the size of the roost gradually increased during the autumn,
usually reaching a peak in December/January when at least four birds would be present.
However, the number of birds using the Ashdown Forest winter roost has continued the
decline first noted in the autumn of 2003, as shown in the following table:
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Year | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2000 4 2 - 1 - - - 3
2001 3 4 - - 2 3 3
2002 4 3 2 - 2 3 6-8
2003 4 3 2 2 - 1 2 3
2004 2 2 1 - - 2 - -
2005 2 2 - - - 1 1 -
[PJE]
0263. MONTAGU’S HARRIER Circus pygargus

Very scarce spring and autumn visitor; last bred successfully in 1962. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

There were, again, only three records for the year and all occurred in May. On the 9™
a first summer female was discovered quartering Thorney Deeps (Chichester Hbr). The
bird remained in the area for a week until, on 15 May, it spiralled up gaining great height
and headed off northwest. It was seen each day during its stay and was watched for many
hours with views, from a hide, down to 20 yards (CBC).

On 21 May a female flew from the sea into Pagham Hbr and was eventually lost to
sight, gliding north (ARK). On 31 May two observers at North Marden located a ringtail
and watched it for a prolonged period as, passing overhead, it flew northwest whilst being
mobbed by a pair of Common Buzzard (BFF, DIS). [PJE]

0267. GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis
Rare visitor, mainly in winter; has bred and now appears to be resident in the county.

It is likely that a good number of observers were privileged to see this species in a
location in the west of the county where birds have now been showing for several years.
However, only a small number of records, relating to what was possibly a pair of birds,
were received. The first was of daily sightings between 26-29 Feb (which included views
of a bird chasing a ‘ringtail” harrier) and, on two occasions, a bird perched in the same tree
(JAW). The other two records from this area were both in March; on the 12™ a probable
male seen passing over the treetops in slow gliding flight ‘seemed to dwarf the Wood
Pigeons as they scattered in terror’ (OM) and, on the 24™, a probable female was watched
as it patrolled back and forth over woodland (BFF, DIS).

This case illustrates the need for as many observers as possible, who see birds such as
this, to submit detailed records. Had more authenticated evidence been available for this
location, definitive confirmation of whether there was one or more single birds, or a pair,
may have been possible.

On 8 Jun, at a site in the east of the county, an observer, who was undertaking bird
survey work, watched for more than ten minutes as a male was joined in flight by a female
and occasional calling was heard (THS). [PJE]
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0269. SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus

Common resident and passage migrant

From the 665 records received, of which nearly 80% were of single birds,
approximately 65 territories were identified (see Plate 2). The only evidence of possible
spring passage was of a single bird seen flying north ‘from a long way out at sea’ at
Widewater (Lancing) on 26 Feb and three birds seen flying north over central Brighton on
28 Mar.

The earliest evidence of breeding was a pair displaying at Luth Fields (Wisborough
Green) on 20 Feb, approximately one month ahead of two pairs seen displaying at
Philliswood (North Marden) on 25 Mar. The last pair seen displaying was on 16 Apr at
West Worthing. Breeding was confirmed for nine pairs. The earliest records of breeding
were of a pair in an old pine tree at Hesworth Common on 7 Apr and two pairs at Findon
Valley (Worthing) on 20 Apr.

The variety of different prey species taken included Blue Tit, House Sparrow,
Goldfinch, Starling, Blackbird, Collared Dove and Lapwing. Prey species chased
unsuccessfully included Corn Bunting, Green Woodpecker and Magpie.

In the autumn, there were a few sightings at coastal locations suggestive of passage.
At Worthing Beach there was 1 E along the beach on 21 Aug. At Beachy Head eight were
counted on 29 Aug and on 2 Sep three out of a total of five birds seen were observed
soaring over the sea suggestive of passage. On 2 Oct a total of nine was seen flying high
and west during the morning over central Brighton.

On 18 Sep near Birling Gap (Beachy Head) an observer in a car followed a bird flying
only two feet off the ground for a distance of ¢.100 yards at an observed speed of 32 mph.
[GK]

0287. COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo

Fairly common resident, passage migrant and regular visitor.

With an annual total of more than 900 records it is abundantly clear that this species is
continuing to do well. A review of all the available data suggests a county population of
213 pairs, with 170 pairs in the west of the county and 43 in the east. These figures are
much higher than previous rough estimates but in all probability still under-estimate the
true situation. In 1995 there were just ten known pairs.

It is clear that the breeding density in the core areas has increased with 25-30 pairs in
the most highly populated 10-km squares. It is also apparent that there has been a very
definite expansion in the breeding range with several isolated pairs located in the far east
of the county. The map below illustrates both of these points.
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Multiple sightings have become commonplace and there are many viewing points on
West Sussex downland where a daily total of 10-25 different birds may be seen on a
suitable late winter/early spring day. Sizeable numbers were reported at West Dean
Woods, with a maximum of 20 on 2 Jan, and at Cocking, where there were ten on 10 Apr
and 12 on 4 Aug. In the east of the county there were eight at Chailey Common on 18
Feb, nine at Barcombe Res on 5 Mar and eight at Ashdown Forest on 29 May. In the
autumn the most notable records came from Pagham Hbr, with significant gatherings on
several dates with a maximum of 18 on 13 Sep. Such a large number probably involves a
combination of local family parties coming together and probably prompted by the passage
of a migrant flock.

As the population continues to expand it becomes increasingly difficult to discriminate
migrants. However, at Brighton there was a passage of five on 17 Feb and a peak spring
count of nine flying northeast on 9 Mar. At Pannel Valley NR, there were singletons on 26
Jan, 4 Aug, 3 Sep, two flying south on 18 Sep, a maximum count of three on 9 Oct and
finally one on 5 Dec. [MEK]

0301. OSPREY Pandion haliaetus

Scarce passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The first spring sightings were of single birds that flew north over Brighton and
northeast over Pett on 24 Mar, the same date as 10-year average. Next day, there was one
at Bewl Water followed by singletons over Sidlesham Tramway, High Salvington
(Worthing) and Beeding Hill on 26 Mar. Individuals stayed in the Chichester Hbr area for
six days from 31 Mar and at Arlington Res for 14 days from 21 Apr. One was see flying
in off the sea at Holywell (Eastbourne) on 17 Apr. There was a total of 23 single
individuals during the period to 10 Jun.

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

Mar| Apr| May| Jun| Jul| Aug| Sep| Oct| Nov
County total 7 10 5 3 3 12 1 28] 5 2
Chichester Hbr 1 2 2 1 - 2 5 1 1
Pagham Hbr / Selsey Bill 1 2 - - 1 4 3 - -
Arun Valley - - - - - 2 4 -
Adur Valley - - - - - - 3 2
Brighton 1 1 1 1 - 1 -
Arlington Res - 1 1 - 2 1 -
Weir Wood Res / Ashdown Forest | - 2 - - 1 5 -
Other 4 2 1 1 3 6 2 1
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There were two records outside the main passage periods. One was at Darwell Res on
25 Jun and one at Arlington Res on 8 Jul.

Autumn passage then got underway with single birds at Pagham Hbr on 21 Jul and at
Arlington Res from 25-29 Jul. A total of 45 were seen on return passage, including several
records of two. Three were seen at Pagham Hbr on 29 Aug, at Weir Wood Res on 13 Sep
and at Thorney Island (Chichester Hbr) on 21 Sep. Long-staying birds were at Chichester
Hbr from 20-31 Aug, 18-29 Sep and 5 Oct — 1 Nov, and at Weir Wood Res from 5-17 Sep.

Birds departing out to sea were seen at Selsey Bill on 23 Aug, Birling Gap (Beachy
Head) on 28 Aug, and Ovingdean on both 20 Oct and 4 Nov. The latter was the last of the
year. There have been November records in two out of the five previous years, but the 10-
year average for the last recorded bird is 19 Oct. [SHL]

0304. COMMON KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common resident and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The 849 records received covered at least 300 1-km squares, indicating that this
species is still fairly common and widespread. Birds were present in 28 (27%) of the 105
BBS 1-km squares surveyed (see pages 238 - 247).

There were six records of birds on passage during the spring. A single bird came in off
the sea at Beachy Head on 19 Mar, singles flew east at Selsey Bill on the 20" and 26™ and
on 2 Apr, there was 1 E past Splash Point (Seaford) on 3 Apr and 1 W there on the 24,

Breeding was confirmed for 36 pairs in 34 1-km sites, was probable by 17 pairs at 16
sites and territorial behaviour was exhibited by a further 70 pairs at 71 sites giving an
estimated total of 120 potential pairs. Breeding success was reported for 13 pairs which
fledged 51 youngsters at an average of 3.9 per successful pair. From 20 recorded nest
locations 14 were in old owl boxes, two in nest boxes and single pairs used a pole box, a
barn, a tree hole (the only natural nesting site) and a grain drier. Prey items recorded
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included a mouse and a vole and the attempt by one bird to rob a Barn Owl of its prey!
[JAH]

0309. MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

A total of 20 was estimated to be present during the first half of the year, 75% of
which were in West Sussex. During the second half of the year there were perhaps 32
individuals, about 60 % of which were in East Sussex.

Monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 12 7 10 4 1 2 11 12| 17 ] 10
Chichester Hbr 1 1 1 1 - 1 - 1 2 2
Selsey Peninsular 2 1 1 2 1 - 2 2 1
Pulborough area 2 1 1 - - 1 1 - 2
Rye Hbr 2 1 1 - - - 1 1 1 1
Other sites 5 3 6 1 - 1 7 7 12 4

A bird thought to have newly arrived was seen perched on rocks at Widewater
(Lancing) on 10 Apr. The last spring bird was one at Pagham Hbr on 7 May.

The first returning bird was one at Thorney Island (Chichester Hbr) on 22 Aug.
Extreme dates for departure and arrival over the previous ten years (where available) have
been 26 Apr — 6 Jun and 5 - 26 Aug, respectively. A record of particular interest included
one flying in off the sea at Church Norton on 23 Oct at 1700 hr. Lewes Brooks held up to
four individuals in November.

A variety of prey was recorded which included Sky Lark, Corn Bunting, Pied Wagtail
and Linnet. [SHL]

0310. HOBBY Falco subbuteo
Scarce breeding summer visitor and regular passage migrant.

The numbers of sites from which the species was recorded is shown below:

Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov
No. of sites | 16 44 38 21 41 34 10 1

The first two birds for the year were individuals seen at Ambersham Common and at
Brooklands (Worthing) on 10 April, the same date as the 10-year average. The main
arrival started in late April and peaked during the first half of May as shown below:

Week 15-22 Apr | 23-30 Apr | 1-8 May | 9-15 May
Sites 3 16 26 16
Dates 2 8 8 7
Daily max 2 5 18 16

Birds were seen from several coastal sites. At Selsey Bill, a total of 12 was logged:
one on 24 Apr; four on 5 May; two on 12 May; one on 13 May; three on 22 May; and one
on 29 May. At Beachy Head, one came in at Belle Tout on 4 May and another arrived at
Birling Gap on 16 May. Two late migrants were seen flying in off the sea at Pilsey Island
(Chichester Hbr) on 6 Jun. One individual was picked up injured at Rye GC on 11 May.
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Spring gatherings of this species over favoured locations have become increasingly
common in recent years. There were ten over Manxey Levels (Pevensey) on 8 May and 15
over Amberley SWT Reserve the following day.

During the BBS, birds were recorded in four of the 105 1-km squares surveyed and the
Wealden Heaths Breeding Bird Survey (see page 199) located three territories. Pairs were
noted at 11 other locations in the breeding season, including one that raised three young
and another with two juveniles on 30 Aug. A recently fledged juvenile was found at yet
another site on 5 Sep illustrating the rather late breeding of this species. Groups suspected
of being family parties were noted at two other locations in late August. Although the
presence of this species is well reported during the breeding season (e.g. from 38 sites in
June), establishing the presence of nesting pairs is more difficult and many probably go
undetected.

Autumn reports were widespread and mainly involved single birds although up to five
were noted on some dates at a few locations. Departing birds flying out to sea were noted
at Birling Gap at 0620 hr on 25 Aug and at Shooters’ Bottom (Beachy Head) on 10 Oct. A
juvenile was picked up by wildlife rescue at Newhaven on 5 Oct and was released there on
8 Nov. Perhaps coincidentally, the last of the year was one carrying prey at Pannel Valley
NR the following day. This is the latest ever county record, some 19 days later than the
10-year average of 21 Oct.

Items of prey, in addition to the more usual dragonflies and House Martins, included
Common Swift (caught through the actions of two Hobbies at Iping Common on 2 May),
Sand Martin and Yellow Wagtail (caught at Rye Hbr on 2 and 26 Aug respectively). At
Chichester Hbr, individuals were observed harassing waders on six dates. Perhaps the
most interesting observation involved this species unsuccessfully cutting in ahead of a
Sparrowhawk that had flushed and was pursuing a Blue Tit between hedges at Constantia
Manor (Isfield) on 4 Sep. [SHL]

0320. PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus
Scarce breeding resident. Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

This was another good year for this species with 543 records received, just two less
than the previous best of 545 in 2003. Comprehensive data on all known breeding pairs
has again been provided by Sussex Peregrine Study, a group of SOS members and non-
members who monitor this species under licence. There were 18 breeding attempts, of
which 16 were successful, producing a total of at least 42 fledged chicks, yet again an
increase on previous years. Two breeding attempts failed and two other pairs were
observed in March, on territories that have succeeded in the past, but they did not go on to
breed.

At the seven successful coastal eyries two pairs fledged one young, one pair fledged
two young, three pairs fledged at least three young and one pair fledged four young,
making a total of at least 17 chicks fledged. One other nest with at least two chicks in it
failed when, after several nights of heavy rain and gales, the eyrie was lost on the night of
24 May in one of a number of cliff falls that occurred that month. Neither of the adults has
been seen since and it is assumed that they perished along with their chicks. The female of
this pair had a ‘darvic’ ring, green with a white C, indicating that she was hatched in 1999
at the Sussex Heights nest box. Interestingly, just three days after the cliff fall a new pair
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was observed on the territory with the male displaying to a female who was sitting and
‘scraping’ on a ledge created by the fall. This, together with the small size of some of the
inland cliffs that Peregrines have begun to use, suggests that suitable nest sites are now
very much at a premium and there are birds ‘in waiting’ ready to take over as soon as any
site becomes available.

At the six successful inland sites, one pair fledged at least two young and five pairs
fledged three young making a total of at least 17. At one of the eyries three male chicks
were fledged successfully but within 24 hours foxes killed two of them (CW). One nest
failed when the single egg that was laid did not hatch, although the pair continued to brood
it for more than 12 weeks.

The three nest box sites produced a total of eight fledged young. At Sussex Heights
(Brighton), four eggs were laid between 24 Mar and 1 Apr and three hatched around 4
May. However one of the chicks died on 7 May and was removed from the nest by an
adult. The remaining two young fledged in June and the addled egg was removed from the
nest for analysis (GCMR). The Chichester Cathedral pair also laid four eggs between 28
Mar and 4 Apr, all of them hatched around 5 to 6 May and the four chicks successfully
fledged in June (GCMR). Monitoring of the box on the chimney at Shorecham Power
Station, undertaken from the ground, indicated that two young were raised and fledged in
July.

A record of a pair nesting in a tree was received but has not, as yet, been confirmed.

In addition to the usual prey items of Wood Pigeons and Feral Rock Doves, adults
were reported to have taken a young Kestrel, a Lapwing chick from the ground taken to a
pylon to be eaten, migrant thrushes and a Linnet, whilst juveniles were seen to take Dunlin
and Starling.

It is very exciting how rapidly the breeding population is expanding in the county and
how new types of nest location might begin to be sought, e.g. trees and pylons. Sussex
Peregrine Study are acutely aware that because of this it will become ever more difficult to
track the increase and they would be very grateful to know of any new sites that observers
believe they may have found so that the re-colonisation can continue to be recorded
accurately. All records of such suspected new nesting sites and/or of suspected breeding
should be reported immediately to the Sussex Peregrine Study by email at
info@sussexperegrines.co.uk so that they can be inspected under licence before the record
is passed to the Hon. Recorder. [PJE]

0407. WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus

Scarce resident, winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The approximate monthly totals from all sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
No.of birds | 38 | 44 | 45 7 - 19 | 6 17 | 24 | 32 | 67 | 48
No.ofsites | 16 | 17 | 24 5 - 10 | 5 7 9 10 1 24 | 20

These numbers are lower than those from recent years. There were no reports from
Filsham, the site which normally holds the highest concentration in the county, and only a
few ‘occasional’ observations from Arundel WWT which had comprehensive counts of
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reasonable numbers in some previous winters. Summing the maximum counts from each
site between October 2004 and March 2005 inclusive gives a rough estimate of the winter
population. In 2004/05 this was 127, by far the lowest figure recorded since this method
of calculating winter numbers was started in 2000. The only double figure count in the
first winter period was of 13 from Thorney Deeps.

Birds were reported from 12 sites during the breeding season. These were mostly
single birds except for two at Burton MP and ten pairs at Pett Level where at least three
broods were seen in July and where there was a maximum monthly count of eight in
August. At least one pair bred at Ternery Pool (Rye Hbr LNR) where an adult was seen
with two chicks on 10 Jun. A juvenile bird was seen at Sidlesham on 16 and 25 Aug.

The first evidence of returning birds came from Thorney Deeps where three were seen
on 17 Aug and Warnham LNR with five on 28 Sep. Double figure counts to the end of the
year came from Thorney Deeps with monthly maxima of 13 in October, 15 in November
and 14 in December and from Warnham LNR where the yearly maximum was 12 on 17
and 19 Nov. Other notable counts during this period were six at Pett Level on 16 Oct and
the same number at Waltham Brooks on 29 Nov. A bird that regularly winters at
Whitbread Hollow (Beachy Head) was first seen on 26 Oct. [RTP]

0408. SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana

Very scarce spring and autumn passage migrant and rare winter visitor. Amber
listed species of medium conservation concern.

Juveniles were ringed at a location in East Sussex on 22 Aug and 8 Sep (RBRG): the
latter found to be a male based on wing length. Nine of the 12 recorded since 2000 were
ringed at this site with all but one of them being in August or September (the other was in
October). Away from this site during this period two others were reported, one at another
eastern location and the second being the sole record from the west of the county. As the
last widely seen individual was at Pagham Hbr from 12-16 Aug 1997 another would seem
overdue. [RJF]

0421. CORN CRAKE Crex crex

Very scarce passage migrant; formerly bred. Considered vulnerable by IUCN. Red
listed species of high conservation concern.

One was flushed from the ‘old trapping area’ at Beachy Head on 2 Sep (JFC) but
unsurprisingly could not be relocated. Recent records continue to average just one a year,
with most of the post-1980 records falling between late August and late October. This is
the second to be seen at Beachy Head since 2000 and the fourth there since 1980, a pattern
of records matched by the Filsham area. This species, perhaps above all others of a similar
status in the county, is the one that requires a great deal of good fortune to see. One has to
be in precisely the right place at exactly the right time, and looking in the right direction.
[RIF]
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0424. MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus

Very common resident and winter visitor.
The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb [Mar |Apr [May |Jun |Jul [Aug |[Sep [Oct |Nov |Dec
County total 733 | 742 | 770 | 305 | 197 | 204 | 264 | 433 | 681 | 685 | 661 | 911
Chichester Hor 91 | 93 | 81 | 23 | 12 9 22 | 32 22 | 53 | 67 | 69
Pagham Hbr 35 | 28 | 39 [ 38 | 19 | 31| 29| 52 52 | 22 | 29 | 65
Chichester GP 132 | 167 | 119 | nc nc nc | nc | nc 74 | 95 | 140 | 191
Arundel WWT 38 | 54 | 52 | 40 | 30 | 52 | 40 | 65 | 64 | 76 | 76 | 84
Brooklands (Worthing) | 26 | 38 | 37 | 11 10 6 12 | 19 | 34 | 48 | 33 | 46
Bewl Water 73 | 104 | 60 nc nc nc | nc | 61 61 25 | 2 34
Powdermill Res 11 10 11 nc nc nc | nc nc 36 18 6 10
Rye Bay 118 | 87 | 108 | 78 | 67 | 52 | 86 | 96 | 78 | 134 | 106 | 151

Records were received from 170 sites across the county, but the main concentrations
are shown in the WeBS table above. Other notable counts in the first winter period were
25 at Walberton (Arundel) on 19 Feb, 77 between Arundel and South Stoke on 3 Feb and
39 there on 5 Mar, 20 at Pulborough Brooks on 4 Mar, 23 at Upper Beeding Fish Fm on 2
Jan, monthly maxima at Falmer of 26, 28 and 27 on 7 Jan, 25 Feb and 3 Mar respectively,
22 at Iford on 16 Jan and 20 at East Guldeford level on 5 Feb.

Records during the breeding season were received from 111 sites but evidence of
breeding came from only 17 of these. The first sign was a female carrying nesting material
at Chelwood Common (Danehill) on 9 Apr and the first young (6) were seen at Falmer on
1 May. Forty nine nests were located at Rye Hbr LNR. The precarious nature of Moorhen
breeding is illustrated by the records from Thorney Deeps (Chichester) where ten pairs
produced only three broods and between them raised eight young. Counts of common
breeding birds can be found on pages 196 - 198.

In the second winter period there was a notable count of 30 at Pulborough Brooks on 9
Dec. Forty one at Brooklands (Worthing) on 27 Nov exceeded the WeBS count for that
month. [RTP]

0429. cooT Fulica atra

Common resident with numbers much increased by visitors outside the breeding
season.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May [ Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 3379| 3138| 2308| 488| 390| 920| 1164| 1716| 2864| 2734| 2930| 3498
Chichester Hbr 165 116 118/ 18| 18| 16| 38| 46| 47| 70/ 101| 96
Chichester GP 999] 699] 397 Nc | nc [ nc | nc | nc 770| 566 739| 1266
Brooklands (Worthing) 80| 60| 40| 29| 25| 64| 113] 96| 154| 243| 239| 146
Barcombe Res 73] 44| 24| 5 8| 37| 76| 156| 250| 242| 246| 136
Eastbourne Lakes 127| 173 84/ Nc | nc | nc | nc | nc 213| 174] 187| 295
Bewl Water 521| 604] 618 Nc | nc | nc | nc 647 505| 289| 259 289
Rye Bay 1070| 1113| 675| 201| 158| 620| 758| 586| 563| 799| 790| 928

Records were received from 93 sites. The main concentrations were found at the
WeBS’ sites above. Other notable numbers were recorded in the Arun Valley from
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Arundel to South Stoke on 5 Mar when 56 were counted and, on the same date, at CIiff
End (Pett) there were 69.

During the breeding season, records came from 69 sites, including 13 BBS squares, but
there was confirmation of breeding at only 17 of them. A bird was on a nest at Brooklands
(Worthing) on the very early date of 5 Mar. It was not until the 13 Apr that the next
nesting bird was reported at Pett Level Pools followed by another at New Salts Fm
(Lancing) on the 17", The first young were noted on 30 Apr at Shinewater (Eastbourne).
At Thorney Deeps (Chichester Hbr) 12 pairs had eight broods and produced 19 young and
at Sefter Fm (Pagham) 12 birds holding territories were identified. A female was sitting
on a nest at Polling (Arundel) on 20 Jun. At least 43 pairs were at Rye Hbr LNR. At Bewl
Water no breeding was noted for the first time.

The autumn influx was slightly smaller than in recent years. There were few major
congregations reported, apart from those in the table above. At Wiston Pond (Steyning)
there were 70 on 6 Aug and at Brooklands (Worthing) 50 on 13 Oct had risen to 100 by 10
Nov. A count of 252 at Barcombe Res on 16 Oct exceeded the number reported in the
WeBS table for that month. [RTP]

0450. OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus

Scarce breeder, fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the main sites were as follows:

Jan| Feb| Mar| Apr| May| Jun| Jul| Aug| Sep| Oct| Nov| Dec
County total 1551 | 1531 | 1234 | 647| 569| 497| 1057 | 1423| 1659 | 967 | 1652 | 2351
Chichester Hbr 964 | 864| 664| 291| 345| 282| 765| 1221 1465| 698 | 1013 | 1572
Pagham Hbr 239 178| 197| 164| 41| 64 86 42 79| 86| 117 132
Cuckmere Haven 1] 100 2] nc | nc | nc nc nc - - - 2
Rye Bay 309| 366| 365| 192| 183| 140| 206| 160| 110| 158| 515| 627

The only counts at the usual large roosts, at Pilsey Island (Chichester Hbr) and Ternery
Pool (Rye Hbr LNR), which exceeded the above WeBS’ counts were at Ternery Pool with
390 on 14 Jan, 123 on 5 Sep and 422 on 20 Oct.

Away from the main wintering areas, the largest counts were 150 at Telscombe Cliffs
on 13 Feb and 80 at Cuckmere Haven on 9 Jan (with 140 there on 25 Oct). Smaller
numbers were found along the western coastline, the highest counts being 30 at Goring
Beach on 9 Oct and 40 at Climping on 3 Jan. Inland, there was one at Weir Wood Res on
5 and 15 May and again on 18 and 31 July.

There were at least 39 breeding pairs at five sites. At Rye Hbr LNR, a total of 26 pairs
was comparable to recent years, but in the Chichester Hbr area success was poor; three
pairs at South Stakes Island and two pairs at North Stakes failed to breed, and a pair at
Thorney Deeps lost a clutch through cattle trampling. The only success was a pair at
Pilsey Island which fledged two. Elsewhere, a pair was successful at Arundel WWT, and
a well-monitored pair on the Adur Estuary fledged a very creditable four young from a
nest on a derelict houseboat.

Small offshore movements were recorded throughout the year, especially at Splash
Point (Seaford), the largest of these being 55 W there on 20 Mar and 58 E on 2 May.
[CIRB]
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0455. BLACK-WINGED STILT Himantopus himantopus
Rare vagrant.

A first-summer male was present at Pulborough Brooks from 23-25 Apr (CWM et al)
with a presumed first-summer female in the lower Cuckmere Valley on 1 May (PJWi et al)
(see Plate 3). The former was usually performing in front of the West Mead hide where it
was a popular attraction while the latter frequented a small scrape to the east of the river
just south of the A259 and the first oxbow. Photographs of both were published in Birding
World (18:137 and 182 respectively). Both records have been accepted by BBRC and take
the county total to about 26. Of these just six have been recorded since 1990, the others
being one at Bewl Water in May 1992, two together at Sidlesham Ferry in April 2000 and
one near Bognor Regis in September 2004. [RJF]

0456. AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; very scarce and localised breeder. Amber
listed species of medium conservation concern.

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
36 18 42 64 63 25 | 50 3 2 19 38 39

There were the usual wintering groups in Chichester and Pagham Harbours. At
Chichester Hbr the highest counts in the first period were 20 on 1 and 3 Jan and, in the
second period 32 on 20 Nov (a site record) with 29 still there on 23 Dec. At Pagham Hbr
however, numbers were the lowest for eight years, with maxima of 14 on 14 and 16 Jan
and 10 on 18 Dec. The only other winter records were of two at Scotney Court GP
throughout January.

Easterly passage peaked with ten off Brighton Marina on 21 Apr (with the same
number at Splash Point (Seaford) on the 30th) and 12 off Selsey Bill on 31 May. In March
and April single birds were seen at Widney Brooks, Pulborough Brooks, Weir Wood Res
and Newhaven Tide Mills and there were two at Langney on 14 Mar, seven at Cuckmere
Haven on the 27th, and 19 at Rye Hbr LNR on the 24th.

A total of 11 pairs fledged 24 young at the only site where breeding was successful,
slightly less than last year. A pair attempted to breed at another site, but the nest was
flooded out; at a different site a single bird was resident from March to August, joined by
another in July, but there was no evidence of nesting.

A singleton at Barcombe Res on 20 Jun was notable. There were three at Scotney
Court GP on 5 Oct and singletons at Newhaven Tide Mills on 2 Sep and 7 Oct. [CJRB]

0459. STONE-CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus
Rare passage migrant; formerly a scarce breeding summer visitor. Red listed species
of high conservation concern.

One flew east over Roedean on 18 Mar (ITB) and another flew east over Beachy Head
on 30 Apr (CFB, RJF ef al). These two were picked up from their calls, the Roedean bird
disappearing into a fog bank, while that at Beachy Head was seen independently at Belle
Tout and soon after at Shooters Bottom. A pair were present on a private downland site in
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the west of the county from late June to early August and one was seen in a set-aside field
at Birling Gap on 17 Aug (JFC et al).

The summering pair is the first in the county since 1981, but unfortunately there was
no evidence of breeding, nor has there been since 1980. Four records involving five
individuals is the best showing in the county since 1980 and, following a period when
records were averaging just under one per year, hopefully reflects a resurgence in the
species’ fortunes. [RJF]

0469. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Scarce breeding summer visitor and passage migrant.

The first arrivals were single birds at Chichester GP on 20 Mar and Pulborough Brooks
the next day. These dates compare with a 10-year average of 18 Mar. On 10 Apr there
were nine at Weir Wood Res. The minimum monthly totals were as follows:
Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
No. of birds 6 26 24 35 48 31 15 1
No. of sites 5 9 9 10 10 8 7 1

Breeding was confirmed at three sites. At one of them there were six adults and four
chicks on 26 Jun and a total of 15 birds on 3 Jul, suggesting that more than one pair may
have been successful. At least three young were raised at the other two sites. Birds
present at a further seven sites were considered also to have bred, whilst those seen at two
additional locations may have attempted to do so.

There were 11 at Weir Wood Res on 29 Aug and up to three in the Chichester GP area

in late September. There was one October record for the second year running, at
Sidlesham Ferry on the 4™, nearly two weeks later than the 10-year average. [CJRB]

0470. RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Fairly common breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of
medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS” counts at the main sites were as follows:

Jan| Feb| Mar| Apr| May| Jun| Jul| Aug| Sep| Oct| Nov| Dec
County total 445 | 243 | 160 | 125 | 207 | 53 | 91 | 510 | 207 | 408 | 259 | 215
Chichester Hbr M9 117 9 | 44 | 118 | 13 | 26 | 400 | 38 | 213 | 149 | 122
Pagham Hbr 124 | 8 | 69 | 46 | 37 | 20 | 19 | 75 | 116 | 113 | 77 | 43
Climping 74 152 | 7 [nc| nc| 5 [26] 8 - - - -
Goring Gap 2 120 - |nc|nc|nc|nc|nc|nc|nc|nc|nc
Lower Adur Estuary | 66 | - |15 | nc | nc | nc|nc|nc | 3 [13 ]| - 3
Rye Hbr 44 |35 | 48 | 28 | 45 | 14 | 20 | 26 | 45 | B3 | 25 | 37

Several monthly maxima at Pilsey Island exceeded the WeBS’ counts for Chichester
Hbr: there were 35 on 26 Mar, 53 on 29 Apr, 350 on 1 Sep and 168 on 1 Nov. The August
and September counts at Pilsey Island exceeded the 1% national threshold level of 330. In
addition to the WeBS’ counts, there were 305 at the Adur Estuary on 17 Nov, 300 at
Pagham Hbr on 30 Aug and 200 there on 6 Sep, 80 at Goring Beach on 23 Oct and 65 at
Climping Beach on 4 Aug. At other regular sites there were high counts of 100 at
Shoreham Beach on 10 Jan, 60 at Worthing Beach on 2 Oct and 90 at Widewater
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(Lancing) on 13 Nov. The 73 counted at Brighton Marina on 28 Aug were mostly
juveniles.

Forty two pairs attempted to breed, only 34 of which were successful, the lowest total
since 1980. At Rye Hbr LNR at least 34 pairs nested along the Beach Reserve. Hatching
success appeared to be good, especially on Flat Beach, although very few were thought to have
fledged. There were six pairs at Pilsey Island, but only one pair was successful, raising two
young. A pair at Brighton Marina finally raised three on 3 Aug after several attempts and
at Cuckmere Haven a pair raised two. A pair bred at Pett Level fledging three young. A
pair at Newhaven probably bred, but pairs at North Stakes Island and Ella Nore
(Chichester Hbr) did not breed.

Inland, there were birds at Weir Wood Res from May to September, with a maximum
of ten on 30 Aug. There were also six at Pulborough Brooks on 25 Apr, five at Widney
Brooks on 15 May, and one at Bewl Water on 18 Sep. [CJRB]

0477. KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus

Very scarce spring and autumn passage migrant; formerly bred.

An adult male was seen on Pilsey Sands on 15 May (CBC, MAC). The first named
observer has found a very impressive 41 Kentish Plovers at Pilsey since 1986, just over
two-thirds of the 60 recorded in the county during this period. Of these 24 arrived in April
and 18 in May. [RJF]

0485. EUROPEAN GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Common winter visitor and passage migrant; rare in summer.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the main sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb [Mar |Apr |May |Jun |Jul [Aug |Sep |[Oct |Nov |Dec
County total 1497 | 3354| 1383| - 1] - 53| 631| 181] 1933| 2350| 4012
Chichester Hbr 1073 | 3048| 1310| - - - 1 11 18| 623| 1273| 3586
Pagham Hbr 423 63 11 - - - - 3 3 33 27] 130
Pevensey Levels 1 - 70] nc | nc nc | nc | nc nc nc - -
Rye Bay - 243 2| - 1 - 52| 617| 160| 1275| 1050| 280

Included in the WeBS count for Chichester Hbr was a monthly maximum count of
3000 at Thorney Island, which exceeded the 1% national threshold level of 2500. The
maximum at Pagham Hbr was 800 on 3 Jan. In the east of the county 500 at East
Guldeford on 3 Jan was the highest count. Inland there were up to 25 at Pulborough
Brooks and 25 at Barcombe Res on 2 Jan. Offshore movements were occasionally
recorded from Selsey Bill, the largest being 45 W on 8 Jan. The last wintering birds
recorded at Thorney Island were 40 on 31 Mar.

In April there were up to 11 at Rye Hbr LNR and 20 at Pagham Hbr, single birds
remaining at both sites until 8 and 15 May respectively. An interesting and unusual record
was one at Sheepcote Valley (Brighton) on 6 Jun.

The first returning birds were two at Pett Level on 18 Jul and five were back at
Thorney Island on 4 Aug. Several parties were noted on the Downs in the autumn, the
largest being a flock of 48 at Steyning Round Hill from 9-15 Oct. Further inland, two
were at Weir Wood Res on 11 Sep and there were up to four at Pulborough Brooks from
23 Sep until the end of the year.
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In the second winter period, there were again high numbers at Thorney Island. Three
counts in December exceeded the 1% national threshold level, and one of 5000 on the 14™
was a site record and the highest in the county since 1977. In the east the maximum was
1200 at Rye Hbr LNR on 3 Nov. Away from the main concentrations, there were 40 at
Rodmell Brooks on 29 Nov. [CJRB]

0486. GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Common winter visitor and passage migrant.
The WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 2130 2060| 2080| 161| 186| 25| 79| 451| 449| 1623 | 1648| 2597
Chichester Hbr | 1265| 1286 | 1420 | 68 21 11] 67] 261| 381| 854| 1168| 2017
Pagham Hbr 671| 650| 491| 86| 165| 14| 11| 189| 59| 755| 455| 560
Goring Gap 115 12 - nc | nc | nc {nc| nc | nc nc nc nc

In the first half of the year, the only counts which exceeded WeBS’ numbers were 200
at Pagham Hbr on 21 Apr and 115 there on 18 Jun. All counts at Chichester Hbr and
Pagham Hbr from January to March and October to December (except for March at the
latter site) exceeded the 1% national threshold level of 530. The highest counts at other
traditional wintering sites in January were 100 at Worthing Beach on the 23™, 50 at
Climping Beach on the 26™ and 26 on the Adur Estuary on the 1%,

It was an exceptionally poor year for this species at all seawatching sites despite many
hours of effort. The approximate monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as
follows:

Mar | Apr | May | Total | Hrwatched

Total E 4 119 85 208

w 12 20 32
Selsey Bill E - 113 63 176 316%

W[ - - 20 20
Worthing Beach E - 1 15 16 124",

W| - 12 - 12
Splash Point (Seaford) E 4 3 5 12 157
Birling Gap E - 2 2 4 83"

Two records from Selsey Bill of 100 E on 24 Apr (in 7 hr) and 56 E on 12 May (in 13
hr) were, therefore, exceptional. The only inland record was one at Weir Wood Res on 15
May. A partly leucistic bird was at Pagham Hbr on 11 Jun.

In the second winter period, 190 at Goring Beach on 24 Dec and 94 at Worthing Beach
on the 21st were the highest numbers outside the WeBS’ counts. [CJRB]
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0493.  NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
Scarce breeder and very common winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The WeBS’ counts for the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 14814| 12757| 2475 280| 218| 789| 1592| 2715| 3083| 7453| 5381| 12064
Chichester Hbr 2837| 3474| 1271] 30| 31| 177| 303] 172| 230] 927| 738| 2512
Pagham Hbr 3589| 3583| 89] 49| 44| T4 3| 247| 146| 2306 286 2349
Bury Brooks - 767 14 7 - 77 - - - nc - nc
Amberley Wild Brooks | 1141 130] 117] 13| 13| 11| - - - 7] 530 626
Pulborough Brooks 430] 804| 82| 24| 26 8| 59| 134 307| 350| 1067| 447
Lower Adur Estuary 1039]  240{ - nc | nc | nc|nc| nc - 309] 254 364
Newhaven 615 nc| - nc | nc | nc | nc | nc - 82| 340[ 605
Iford Brooks 800| - 4/ nc | nc | nc | nc | nc 50 3| 65| 1200
Pevensey Levels 4101 491] 127] 36| 47 5 70 nc | nc | 139] 24| 311
Bewl Water 42| 326| 400 nc| nc| nc| nc| 135 130[ 194] 259 256
Rye Bay 2686 2000{ 170] 103] 61| 420] 1227] 1985| 2116] 2400| 1456 2870

There were another 22 counts of over a thousand individuals during the first winter
period in addition to those in the above WeBS table. These larger counts included 2000 at
Pagham Hbr on 3 Jan, 3000 at Pagham Hbr on 29 Jan, 2000 at Rye Hbr Flat Beach Level
on 11 Feb and 1500 at Rye Hbr LNR on 24 Feb.

Breeding activity was first noted on 16 Mar with a pair seen displaying at Stonehill
(Ashdown Forest). Breeding was confirmed at just 12 sites and consisted of around 84
pairs. Breeding was reported as probable at a further 12 sites, the largest concentration
being at Rye Hbr LNR with 31 pairs. At Pulborough Brooks a maximum of 14 pairs were
noted with 10 pairs on North Brooks, 2 pairs on South Brooks and 2 pairs on arable fields.
Other notable breeding counts were of § pairs on Horse Eye Level (Pevensey) and 8 pairs
at Amberley Wild Brooks.

Returning birds were first noted in low numbers from early June and the first large
gathering of 1500 was noted at Castle Water (Rye Hbr LNR) on 26 Aug. Other notable
counts in the second winter period were 1000 at Pagham Hbr on 20 Oct with 2000 there on
19 Nov and 2500 at East Guldeford Level on 13 Dec. [ITB]

0496. RED KNOT Calidris canutus
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The WeBS’ counts for the principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb [Mar |Apr [May |Jun |Jul [Aug |Sep |Oct |Nov |Dec
County total 664 | 978 | 962 | - 25 | 18 | 5 | 23 | 13 | 50 | 113 | 71
Chichester Hbr | 344 | 421 | 833 | - 22 - 5 8 4 | 47 | 98 1
Pagham Hbr 320 | 556 | 129 | - 2 18 | - 5 - 1 15 | 67
Rye Bay - - - - 1 - - 10 9 2 - -

All records were coastal apart from two records at Arlington Res where a juvenile was
noted on 19 Aug and another on the 27™.
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Birds were noted in every month of the year with good numbers being recorded from
January to March; notable counts were 540 at Pagham Hbr on 13 Feb and 500 at Pilsey
Sands on 11 Mar. From then on numbers were low until November when numbers again
increased; the first notable count was 300 at Pilsey Sands on 4 Dec increasing to 400 there
on 20 Dec.

The first offshore movement was recorded at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) on 21 Mar
when 5 E were noted in 3% hr of observation. Passage was easterly in the spring.

The approximate monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Mar | Apr | May | Total Hr watched
Total 5 94 48 147
Selsey Bill - 12 11 23 160%
Worthing Beach - - 9 9 52
Telscombe Cliffs - 80 3 83 78%
Splash Point (Seaford) - 2 14 16 157
Birling Gap 5 - - 5 3%

Small numbers were present in Pagham Hbr during June with 12 there on the 4™, only
one noted on the 21 but 18 on the 26™. Possible returning migrants were recorded in Rye
Bay when up to four were present on 8 and 9 Jul. The first returning birds noted in
Chichester Hbr were five at Pilsey Sands on the 18™. Thereafter numbers gradually built
up through August with peak counts of 73 at Pilsey Sands on the 19" and 50 in Pagham
Hbr on the 25", Visible autumn passage was noted at only two sites; 38 E past Telscombe
Cliffs on 31 Aug and 25 E past Worthing Beach on 16 Sep. [ITB]

0497. SANDERLING Calidris alba

Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant.
The WeBS’ counts for the principal sites were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 157 | 191 ] 119 | 33 4 5 | 162 | 102 - 68 | 76 | 51
Chichester Hbr 28 | 54 | 77 | 32 4 4 29 | 100 - 48 | 65 | 15
Climping 20 | 13 5 nc | nc - 1A 2 - - - -

Goring Gap 27 | 33 | 22 | nc nc nc | nc nc nc | nc | nc nc

Lower Adur Estuary | 11 15 | nc | nc nc | nc | nc - - -
Rye Bay 7M18 | - | - | - | -] -1 -1-12/]1]3

All records were at or near the coast with birds being noted in every month of the year.
A count of 100 on Goring Beach on 19 Jan was the only notable one in the first winter
period.

The first spring movement was recorded at Selsey Bill on 21 Mar when 16 birds flew
east but significant movement, predominantly easterly, lasted from 21 Apr until 6 Jun.
Peak movement was in May with the largest numbers being seen at Selsey Bill, as shown
below:

Apr | May | Jun | Total
Total 349 | 807 | 39 1195
Selsey Bill 63 | 404 - 467
Worthing Beach 277 | 288 39 604
Splash Point (Seaford) | 9 110 - 119
Beachy Head - 5 - 5
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Numbers during the late summer/autumn period were generally low with the exception
of counts at Pilsey Sands (Chichester Hbr) of 370 on 28 Jul, 200 on 1 Aug and 100 on 19
Aug. [ITB]

0501. LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta

Scarce passage migrant; a few winter in most years.
The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug Sep | Oct Nov Dec
8 3 3 1 1 3 2 9 21 5 3 3

All the records for the first three months were from Chichester Hbr, including a peak
count of eight at East Head (Chichester Hbr) on 30 Jan. Spring birds were recorded from
just two sites with a single bird in summer plumage at Pilsey Island on 29 Apr and another
singleton at Pagham Hbr on 17 May.

The first autumn migrants were at Barcombe Res with three present on 11 Jun. The
next record was on 19 Jun when two birds were seen at Sidlesham Ferry. Thereafter, birds
were noted in ones and twos at traditional coastal sites, particularly Sidlesham Ferry,
Breech Pool (Pagham Hbr) (where the peak count was five on 5 Sep) and Rye Hbr LNR.
The only inland records were at Pulborough Brooks, with three on 1 Sep and one from 23
to 25 Sep, and Weir Wood Res, with two from 20 to 22 Sep.

Overall numbers in the last five months of the year were comparable with the average
for the previous three years but lower than the average for the previous five years when
numbers in September 2000 and 2001 were exceptional.

In the second winter period, 19 of the 22 records received were from East Head and
included peak counts of three there on 27 Nov and, the last birds of the year, on 15-17 Dec.
[ITB]

0507. PECTORAL SANDPIPER Calidris melanotos
Rare vagrant, mainly in autumn.

Juveniles were seen at Pulborough Brooks on 1-5 Sep (PH et al), Drayton House GP
(Chichester) on 6-11 Sep (OM et al) and 22-25 Sep (BFF, DIS et al) and Weir Wood Res
from 5-12 Oct (MO). Twenty-five have been recorded in the county since 1990, all but
one (in May 2004) falling between 23 July and 30 October. The Pulborough Brooks
individual was the third record for the reserve, following two in 2000, but as it favoured
the North Brooks, like the others, it was often rather distant. Drayton hosted one in 2002
while there were two at Weir Wood Res in 1999. [RJF]

0509. CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea

Passage migrant, scarce in autumn and very scarce in spring; rare in winter.
The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

May | Jun Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
2 1 28 48 42 1
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The first record of the year was of a single bird at Pagham Hbr on 5 May which
possibly accounted for the further records at this site up to 15 May. Another individual
was noted at Rye Hbr LNR on 7 and 8 May. A singleton at Sidlesham Ferry on various
dates towards the end of June fell between spring and autumn passage and mirrors a record
for the last two years of a summering bird.

Autumn passage started with one at Sidlesham Ferry on 20 Jul. An impressive count
of 22 on the Bittern Excavations (Rye Hbr LNR) on 27 Jul was made at dawn after
overnight rain. Other good counts were of 11 at Pannel Valley NR on 20 Aug, ten at
Pagham Hbr on 10 Sep and 15 at Sidlesham Ferry on 6 Sep with seven still present along
with 11 on the Long Pool on 7 Sep and 13 on Sidlesham Ferry on 25 Sep. The last record
of the year was of an adult in winter plumage at Chichester GP on 23 Oct.

The only inland records came from Weir Wood Res with two there on 26 Aug and
from Chichester GP where, between 21 Aug and 23 Oct, there were 14 records of from one
to three birds. [ITB]

0510. PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; very rare in summer. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

The minimum monthly totals for the main sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 27 | 34 | 27 | 19 7 - 1 2 8 12 | 24 | 25
Shoreham - 2 - 2 - - - - - - 2 2
Brighton Marina | 18 | 17 | 17 | 17 6 - 1 2 8 10 | 15 | 15
Newhaven 8 7 8 - 1 - - - - 2 3 4
Bexhill - 7 1 - - - - 2 2
Other 1 1 1 - - - - 2 2

The highest counts came from the traditional sites and included 18 at Brighton Marina
in January and eight at Newhaven on 29 Jan. A comparison between the monthly county
totals for 2005 with the averages for the period 2000-2004 shows that, while there is some
fluctuation between months, the county population is reasonably stable overall, as shown
below:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County  |Avg.2000-2004 | 28 | 24 | 24 [ 19| 10 2 13 5 110 | 29 | 31
Total 2005 27 |34 |21 |19] 7 1 2 | 8 | 122425

The last spring sighting was of five at Brighton Marina on 13 May. The first returning
bird was noted at Brighton Marina on 19 Jul. The peak count in the second winter period
was of 15 at Brighton Marina in November and on 5 Dec. Again a single bird was seen
regularly in the Pagham Hbr and Selsey Bill area in both periods and was joined by a
second bird on a few dates during the second winter period. [ITB]
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0512. DUNLIN Calidris alpina

Very common winter visitor and common passage migrant; small numbers summer.
Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The WeBS’ counts for the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul [ Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 10946) 13455 8154| 370| 2316| 28| 452| 649| 607| 2869| 4733| 5670
Chichester Hbr | 8808| 11404| 7215 304 2038 2| 150 506| 447 2473| 4296| 5084
Pagham Hbr 1966) 1129| 687 47| 229| 24| 119] 28| 35| 316 360[ 382
Rye Bay 103] 692 93] 19 47 2| 119] 92 117 76 7 174

The numbers in Chichester Hbr exceeded the 1% national threshold level of 5600
during January, February and March. A notable count in the first winter period was 400
on Worthing Beach on 23 Jan.

Easterly spring passage from the main seawatching sites was as follows:

Mar | Apr | May

Total 376 | 257 | 275
Selsey Bill - 35 187
Worthing Beach 310 | 176 81
Birling Gap 22 - -

Telscombe Cliffs 17 -
Splash Point (Seaford) | 44 29 7

No significant movements were noted during the autumn period this year. The only
high counts noted in the second winter period were of 1000 at Pilsey Island on 13 Oct and
1753 there on 3 Dec.

Small numbers, mainly ones and twos, were noted throughout the year at various
inland sites, with a peak count of 16 at Weir Wood Res on 9 May and 15 there on 26 Aug.
[ITB]

0517. RUFF Philomachus pugnax
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The WeBS’ counts for the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

County total 31156 | 2 1 - 3 | 12| 2 - 2 3
Pagham Hbr - - 1 - - - 1 2 - - -
Arun (Offham to Houghton) | - 1 nc | - - - | nc|nc| -
Amberley Wild Brooks 16 | 6 - - - - - - - - - -
Waltham Brooks 8 - 1 - - - - - - -

Pulborough Brooks - - - - - - - - - - 2 3
Pevensey Levels - - 2 [ nc|ncfnc{nc|nc|nc|nc| - -
Rye Bay 919 1 - - - 2 |10 ] - - - -

Peak counts in the first winter period included 15 at Amberley Wild Brooks on 14 Jan,
12 at Pulborough Brooks on 18 Jan with 16 noted there on 30 Jan and 13 at Castle Fm
(Rye Hbr LNR) on 6 Mar.
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The first returning birds were two at Pannel Valley NR on 9 Jul. Numbers remained
very low for the autumn period with passage birds peaking at just six at Sidlesham Ferry
on 2 Sep. The peak count for the second winter period was six at Widney Brooks (just
north of Greatham Bridge) on 31 Dec. [ITB]

0518. JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 3 6 11 2 - 14 13 10
Chichester Hbr 3 6 4 2 - 9 12 9
Amberley Wild Brooks - - - - - - - 1
Pulborough Brooks - 1 - 3 -
Henfield Brooks - 5 nc - - -
Newhaven - nc - nc - - 1
Glynde Brooks - 1 nc -
Rye Bay - - - 2
The minimum monthly totals were as follows:
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Monthly total 7 11 12 3 1 19 | 31 12
No of sites 3 5 9 2 1 6 14 5

In the first winter period, numbers were much lower than usual for the second year
running. The maximum at Thorney Deeps was six on 1 Feb and the only other regular
reports were from Ferring Rife, with a maximum of three on 6 Jan. All other records were
of single birds from 11 coastal and inland sites, including Ashdown Forest, Eastbourne,
Isfield and Bewl Water. The last wintering bird was one at Ferring Rife on 12 Apr.

The first returning bird was at Pett Level on 19 Sep. In the second winter period,
numbers returned to more usual levels, with a maximum at Thorney Deeps of 12 on 4 Nov.
Elsewhere there were up to four at both Waltham Brooks and Pulborough Brooks, three in
the Pagham and Rye Harbour areas, two at Pett Level and Ferring Rife, and single birds at
six other coastal and inland sites, including Bewl Water and a pond near Ditchling.
[CIRB]
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0519. COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Very scarce breeder and fairly common winter visitor. Amber listed species of
medium conservation concern

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the main sites were as follows:

Jan [Feb |Mar |Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |[Oct |Nov |Dec
County total 369544258 33 | 1 - - | 65 | 106 | 266 | 214 | 311
Chichester Hbr 27 |100 [ 57 | 5 - - - - 9 | 38| 72| 67
Pagham Hbr 6 1 9 - - - - 2 - - 3 |16
Burton & Chingford Ponds | 25 | - - - - - - - - - - -
Arun (Offham to Houghton) | 22 | - - - - | nc| - - - |nc|nc| -
Amberley Wild Brooks 25 |36 [ 2419 - - - - |10 [ 76 | 40 | 36
Waltham Brooks 6 |15 2 - - - - 140 ] 6 4 | 2 -
Pulborough Brooks - | 28123 3 1 - - 5 [ 43 |40 | 19 | 59
Lower Adur Estuary 14612731 22 { nc { nc [ nc {nc |nc | 1 |39 - |52
Henfield Brooks 31|13 [ 24| nc|nc|nc|nc|nc| - - 3 |12
Newhaven - |nc| - [nc|nc|nc|nc|nc| 1 - |17 |2
Eastbourne Lakes 7 5113 |[nc|{nc|nc|nc|nc| 9 8 - 8
Pevensey Levels 53 |48 [ 39| 6 | nc|{nc|nc|nc|nc|12]|7 |27
Rye Bay 18] - 128 | 2 - - - | 17ml24 4522 | AN

In the first winter period there were no other significant counts at any of the above
sites, but small numbers at other regular sites included 40 at Isfield on 14 Mar, 37 at
Holmbush Tip (Faygate) on 27 Feb and 25 at Shopham Bridge (Byworth) on 29 Jan. The
February WeBS count from the Lower Adur Estuary was the largest at any individual site
in recent years.

There were once again only a handful of breeding records in the county. Amberley
Wild Brooks was again the main site, with three drumming and chipping males in May and
June. A single bird drumming at Steyning Levels was thought to have probably bred, and
two near Greatham Bridge may also have done so. One at Sefter Fm (Pagham) was not
thought to be holding territory and there were no territorial birds at Pulborough Brooks this
year.

The first returning bird was one at Thorney Deeps on 14 Jul, followed by one or two at
Pett Level and Rye Hbr LNR during the rest of the month. Several passed through
Chichester GP in August and September and there were 40 at Widney Brooks on 20 Aug.
Late October brought a noticeable influx, with 60 at Pulborough Brooks, 52 at Pett Level
and 54 at Ternery Pool (Rye Hbr LNR). In the second winter period, there were no
significant counts other than those in the WeBS table, though twelve were put up by a Hen
Harrier at Iford Brooks on 11 Dec. [CJRB]

0529. WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
Fairly common resident and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

In the first winter period, a minimum of 42 birds were reported from 30 sites, nearly all
inland. Most were of single birds, though there were four at Hoth Wood (Rotherfield) on
25 Feb and a maximum of seven at Pett Level on 6 Jan, with three there on 7 Feb. One at
Brighton seafront on 3 Feb was notable.
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Roding was first reported at Hurst Green on 31 Mar but not again until 17 April.
There were then many records from the Ashdown Forest area, none of more than three at
any one site, but there were five at Ambersham Common and four at Stanley Common.
The Wealden Heaths Breeding Birds Survey (see page 199) recorded three pairs on
Stedham Common, four on Iping and Linchmere Commons, and single pairs at Blackdown
and Weavers Down.

There were no records in August or September, but single birds at Sheepcote Valley
(Brighton) on 17 Oct and Whitbread Hollow (Beachy Head) on the 22" indicated
movement. In the second winter period there were only nine inland records, all of single
birds except for four at Isfield and Stansted Forest. Eight coastal records in November and
December probably resulted from cold weather movements, and included two birds which
were taken into care. [CJRB]

0532. BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; very scarce summering species.
Red listed species of high conservation concern.

The WeBS’ counts from the principal sites were as follows:

Jan| Feb| Mar| Apr| May| Jun| Jul| Aug| Sep| Oct| Nov| Dec
County total 803| 576| 779| 485| 182| 196| 197| 94| 292| 1044 | 855| 766
Chichester Hbr | 137| 309| 435| 376| 173| 150| 167| 78| 217| 995| 672| 425
Pagham Hbr 664 | 267 | 344| 109 9| 46| 27| 10| 43 47| 183| 340
Chichester GP - - - nc | nc | nc|nci| nc 32| - - -

The totals at Chichester Hbr met or passed the 1% national threshold level of 150 in 10
months and at Pagham Hbr in five months and one or other site surpassed the international
threshold level of 350 on six occasions, underlining the importance of these two areas for
the species.

In the first winter period, significant counts additional to the WeBS’ counts were 740 in
the North Fields (Pagham Hbr) on 17 and 19 Jan. Elsewhere there were occasional single
birds in the Rye Hbr and Pett Level areas, one on the Adur Estuary on 8 and 21 Jan, and up
to four throughout January at Pulborough Brooks.

Numbers declined in February, followed by a passage peak in March. The only
offshore movement noted was 18 E at Worthing on 1 May. Single birds visited Weir
Wood Res on 16 Mar and 17 Apr (with two there on 10 May) and 17 called in at
Pulborough Brooks on 24 Mar, with one there on 3 Apr.

Numbers summering at Thorney Deeps were noticeably higher than in recent years,
with a minimum of 150 between May and July, and were noted as being mostly first-
summer birds. The usual summering group at Sidlesham Ferry peaked at 57 at the end of
June. Inland, one was in the Waltham Brooks area from 13-15 Jul, up to two at Weir
Wood Res and up to four at Pulborough Brooks during the month. Four at Horse Eye
Level (Pevensey) on 27 Jul and one at Barcombe Res on 1 Aug were also notable records.

Offshore passage consisted of only 1 W and 4 E at Selsey Bill on 6 and 7 Jul.

From mid-August to late October groups of up to 57 frequented the Chichester GP
complex, mainly in the Drayton Pit area. At least some of these were identified as of the
UK wintering race islandica and, therefore, were probably on route to local wintering
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areas. A juvenile at the Ouse Estuary Project (Newhaven) from 27 Aug to 6 Sep was also
interesting.

The minimum monthly totals of inland records were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 0 18 2 3 0 | 11 2 6 2 4 1

In the second winter period, the WeBS count of 995 in Chichester Hbr on 16 Oct was
one of the highest in recent years. The maximum at Pagham Hbr was 340 on 4 Dec.
[CIRB]

0534. BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern.

The WeBS’ counts for the principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb |Mar [Apr |May [Jun [Jul [Aug |Sep |[Oct |[Nov |Dec
County total 645 | 863 | 477 | 2 41 3 7 | 116 | 220 | 74 | 509 | 675
Chichester Hbr | 614 | 863 | 472 1 23 3 7 [ 109 | 206 | 70 | 500 | 652
Rye Bay - - - 1 13 - - 7 8 4 3 2

Winter numbers were broadly similar to those of recent years. The 1% national
threshold level of 620 was passed only twice, at Chichester Hbr in February and
December. In the first winter period there were no high numbers outside the WeBS’
counts but, as usual, there were consistently high numbers at Pilsey Island (included in the
Chichester Hbr totals) which often held almost the entire county population (the maximum
there was 550 on 15 Jan). There were only six records from Pagham Hbr with peak counts
of 30 on 16 Jan and 21 on 4 Dec. Elsewhere, one was often seen on the Adur Estuary in
January and February, and one passed through Pulborough Brooks on 14 Apr. At Rye Hbr
LNR, there were up to four between February and April, though 14 there on 21 Apr would
have been pausing migrants.

Like all the wading species, poor numbers were recorded offshore. Passage began
abruptly on 22 Apr and by the 24™ about two-thirds of the year’s total had already passed
through. The movement ended just as suddenly on 3 May, but there was another much
smaller wave in the middle of the month, and a group of 40 stragglers past Worthing on 2
Jun. Two east past Selsey Bill on 28 Jun were very late if they were spring migrants. The
figures are analysed in the table below.

Apr | May | Jun | Peak movement Hr watched
Selsey Bill 301 56 2 113 on 23 Apr 10
Worthing Beach 331 338 | 40 157 on 2 May TVa
Brighton Marina 2474 | 968 - 515 on 2 May -
Splash Point (Seaford) | 1259 | 225 - 510 on 24 Apr 1
Birling Gap 262 3 - 120 on 24 Apr 2%

Summering was indicated by up to eight in Pagham Hbr and up to three in Chichester
Hbr throughout June. The first returning birds were 17 at Pilsey Island on 11 Jul. A few
were then regularly reported from the Rye area until the end of the year, all in single
figures except for 13 on the Flat Beach (Rye Hbr LNR) on 5 Sep. The only evidence of
autumn passage offshore was 7 W at Selsey Bill on 24 Oct.
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In the second winter period, no gatherings exceeded those in the WeBS table. Numbers
at Pilsey Island built up from 76 on 31 Oct to a maximum of 600 on 12 Dec. At Pagham
Hbr, counts were all in single figures except for 21 on 4 Dec. Away from the main sites,
there were two at Pulborough Brooks on 6 Nov, one was resident on the Adur Estuary
throughout December and there was one in the Lower Cuckmere Valley from 20 to 29
Dec. [CIRB]

0538. WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Common passage migrant; very scarce summering and wintering species. Amber
listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal locations were as follows:

Jan |Feb |Mar |Apr [May [Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct |Nov |Dec
County total 1 1 3 2 | 175 | 8 | 60| 85 | 10 | 4 1 5
Chichester Hbr 1 - 1 - | 105 5 |41 ] 76 5 1 - 2
Pagham Hbr - 1 2 1 1812 [ 8 3 3 1 3
Lower Adur Estuary | - - - nc | nc | nc|nc| nc 1 - -
Rye Bay - - - - 52 1 8 1 1 - -

From 1 Jan to 3 Mar a single bird was seen either at Chichester Hbr or Pagham Hbr.
One flew west past Splash Point (Seaford) on 3 Mar and presumably landed in Pagham
Hbr, as there were two there from at least the 13™. They were joined on the 18" by three
more birds which were either very early migrants or had been over wintering somewhere
in Britain.

The first real sign of spring passage was of 4 E at Splash Point on 2 Apr, but passage
was light and occasional until the 19" when 27 E were seen at Selsey Bill, 18 E at
Telscombe Cliffs and 68 E at Splash Point. The main passage period lasted until 3 May
with peak counts at Splash Point of 141 E on 22 Apr and 110 on the 24", followed by 42 E
at Sels%y Bill on the 10™, 28 E at Splash Point on the 15™ and 91 E at Brighton Marina on
the 22",

Counts during the migration season at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Mar |Apr |May |[Jun [Jul |Aug |Total

Selsey Bill E 189 | 110 299
w 5 2 1 8

Worthing Beach E 249 | 135 | 18 1 ] 403
w 28 | 18 4 4 4 58

Brighton Marina E 85 | 432 517
w B B -

Telscombe Cliffs E 68 | #1 2 1 112
w - - 20 20

Splash Point (Seaford) E 399 | 171 570
w 1 - - 1

Birling Gap E 169 | 51 1 221
w B B -

Numbers recorded during spring were significantly lower than in 2004, but this may be
due, at least in part, to reduced coverage or reporting, e.g. the 85 E at Brighton Marina on
23 Apr was the only record received from there that month. Spring passage continued into
early June, the last birds being one in Chichester Hbr on the 6™ and one at Castle Water
(Rye Hbr LNR) on the 9",
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Numbers at the Rye Hbr LNR nocturnal roost started with 22 on 19 Apr, 61 on the 23™
and then increased from 338 on the 29" through a peak count of 373 on the 30™ to 243 on
5 May. In the autumn, there were two there on 9 Jul and three on 13 Aug.

Autumn passage was first noted on 19 Jun when two were seen in Pagham Hbr
followed by one at Rye Hbr LNR on the 22™ and 33 S at Cuckmere Haven on the 23".
Thereafter, small numbers were noted during the first half of July, the largest count being
ten in Thorney Channel on the 8. From the 22" numbers began to increase in Chichester
Hbr in particular, from 16 on the 22™ to 41 on the 24™ and 22 on the 25™. The only
records of actual passage in July were of 1 W past Telscombe Cliffs on 19 Jul and 3 W at
Worthing Beach on the 20",

In August small numbers were reported from several coastal locations with notable
counts of 20 in Pagham Hbr on 7 and 11 Aug, 24 which flew high southwards from Pilsey
Island on the 12" and the highest count of 76 in Chichester Hbr on the 21°.

Birds were seen inland at several reservoirs and major river valleys in both the spring
and autumn. At Iping Common one bird was seen flying north on 6 May and 3 S were
seen over Ashdown Forest on 12 Aug.

In the second winter period up to three birds were to be seen in both Chichester and
Pagham Harbours to the end of the year. [JAH]

0541. EURASIAN CURLEW Numenius arquata
Common passage migrant and winter visitor; formerly a very scarce breeder. Amber
listed species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal locations were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 2358| 1476| 1178 548] 73| 1204| 1651| 1081| 2093| 2341| 1850| 1365
Chichester Hbr | 1255| 869| 724| 370| 45| 768| 1381| 443| 1296| 1683| 1498| 777
Pagham Hbr 707| 392| 202| 174| 25| 331| 238 489 637| 511| 231| 298
Rye Bay 373| 208| 216] 3] 2| 105| 31| 141| 124] 92| 84| 235

The county total for January represents 1.6% of the estimated British wintering coastal
population of 147,100. Chichester Hbr held numbers above the 1% national threshold
level of 1500 in only October this year, compared with January and September in 2004.
Counts at Pagham Hbr in January, although less than the 1% level, were nevertheless
notable, as was the number in Rye Bay that month.

Notable counts in the first winter period, additional to the WeBS’ numbers, included
500 at Pett Level on 22 Jan and 5 Feb, 214 at Harbour Fm (Rye Hbr SSSI) on 6 Feb and 71
at Newhaven Tide Mills on 1 Feb.
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Coastal movements at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb [Mar |Apr |May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep [Oct | Nov

Selsey Bill E| - - - 9 - - 5 B B B _

W| - - - 2 - 1" | 32 - - - 4
Worthing Beach E| - - 3 5 3 - - - - 4 -

W| - - - 2 8 - 2 - - 3
Telscombe Cliffs E| - - - - - - - - - B B

W| - - - - - - - - - 5
Splash Point (Seaford) E| - 2 5 15 4 - - - B B

W| 4 - 8 - 1 - - - B
Birling Gap E| - - 3 8 2 - - R

W| - - 2 - - - - - -

Coastal movements were generally light, the highest count having been 22 W at Selsey
Bill on 19 Jul, but the above table demonstrates the possible early return of this species to
the estuaries. Small numbers were present at coastal sites throughout the summer.
Notable counts during June were of 282 at South Stakes Island (Chichester Hbr) on the
23" and 89 at Rye Hbr LNR on the 26"; in July up to 350 were noted at South Stake Island
on the 8" and 133 at Rye Hbr on the 3. In August it became more obvious that birds
were retulllning when 600 were noted in Pagham Hbr on the 29" and 115 were at Rye Hbr
on the 27"

Nineteen of the 30 records from inland sites involved singletons. The highest counts
were of eight at Pulborough Brooks on 7 Feb, five at Bewl Water on 21 Aug and a flock of
eight flying west over Cissbury Ring on 17 Sep.

Notable counts in the last four months, additional to the WeBS’ numbers, included 210
at Rye Hbr on 3 Oct and 194 at Thorney Deeps (Chichester Hbr) on 4 Nov (a monthly
maximum), but there were generally fewer large counts in this period than earlier in the
year. [JAH]

0545. SPOTTED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed species of medium
conservation concern

The approximate minimum monthly totals, including WeBS’ counts, were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
6 6 6 4 6 4 5 4 3 3 7 7

Wintering birds were more or less equally divided between Pagham and Chichester
Harbours, although in the first winter period the total numbers were lower than last year.
In this period there were up to four at Pagham Hbr and two at Thorney Deeps, with ones
and twos at various sites in Chichester Hbr, and a single bird was seen regularly in the Rye
Hbr area.

The presence of wintering birds makes the start of spring passage difficult to ascertain.
There was a trickle, mostly involving single birds, at Pagham and Chichester Harbours on
various dates through the spring, with a maximum of three at Sidlesham Ferry on 22 May.
Away from these two sites, there was one in the Pannel Valley NR from 30 Apr to 3 May
and a presumed different bird at Pett Level on 10-11 May. The last spring sightings were
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on 8 Jun and involved two at the Breech Pool (Pagham Hbr) and either one of these or
possibly a different bird at Sidlesham Ferry.

There was a gap of only seventeen days between the presumed last spring birds at
Pagham Hbr and the first presumed returning bird, at Thorney Deeps on 25 Jun. There
was then a trickle of birds at the usual coastal areas of Pagham, Chichester and Rye
Harbours throughout the autumn but numbers were relatively low, the only counts of more
than two being three at Sidlesham Ferry on 7 Sep and three in Pagham Hbr on 17 Sep.

The winter flock at Pagham Hbr peaked at three by 29 Nov and at Thorney Deeps
there was also a maximum of three on 4 Nov and 5 Dec. Elsewhere, there were singletons
on odd dates through the late winter period at West Wittering and Fishbourne Channel
(Chichester Hbr) in what was another rather poor year for this species. [JC]

0546. COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Scarce resident and fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal locations were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 1597 | 1805 | 2002 | 621| 97| 333| 1120 | 1349 | 1670 | 2051 | 2169 | 2185
Chichester Hor 9531260 | 1506 | 249| 38| 207 | 879 1073 1409 | 1596 | 1754 | 1590
Pagham Hbr 357| 222| 171| 188| 18| 66| 219| 154| 147| 174| 162| 333
Lower Adur Estuary | 105| 119| 71| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| 61| 103 72| 95
Rye Bay 111] 176 194) 139| 18] 53| 21| 122]| 51| 170| 139| 121

As usual, the highest counts by far were in Chichester Hbr, where numbers exceeded
the 1% national threshold level of 1200 during most of the autumn and winter months,
confirming the importance of this area as a wintering site for this species.

In the first winter period, significant counts not included in the WeBS table included
574 at Thorney Deeps on 9 Feb (and 508 there on 10 Mar), 148 at Sidlesham Ferry on 5
Jan, 28 at Pannel Valley NR on 13 Jan, 70 on the Adur Saltings on 8 Feb and 49 at
Newhaven Tide Mills on 2 Jan.

Spring passage was, as usual, not particularly marked. Numbers at Thorney Deeps
decreased from 508 on 10 Mar to 198 on 11 Apr, 70 on 22 Apr and 30 on 25 Apr, giving
an indication of the departure of wintering birds during this period.

Breeding, or attempted breeding, was recorded at eight sites, four less than last year.
At Rye Hbr, the first chick was noted on 8 May (but did not survive) and, although 12
pairs bred (a similar number to last year) breeding success was probably nil. In Chichester
Hbr there were 12 pairs at Thorney Deeps, two pairs in the Pilsey area and a pair, which
apparently did not breed, on North Stakes Island. In the Arun Valley there were at least
six pairs at both Amberley Wild Brooks and Pulborough Brooks, but nesting success was
very low, with no young seen at all at the latter site, and four pairs at Widney Brooks
where two broods were seen. Elsewhere, there were two pairs on Horse Eye Level
(Pevensey) and one pair on Steyning Levels, but breeding success was not reported. No
nesting reports were received from Pett Level or Glynde Levels but the records received
indicated a worse nesting season than last year for a species that has already declined
seriously in the county.
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The first non-breeding birds started returning at the end of June. Numbers at Thorney
Deeps built to 200 on 22 Jun, 574 on 21 July and an autumn/late-winter peak of 1000 on 6
Aug. The first returning birds noted on the Adur Estuary were 42 on 22 Jul. Other notable
autumn counts included 119 at Rye Saltings on 21 Aug and 200 in Pagham Hbr on 29
Aug. Notable counts during the second winter period away from Thorney Deeps included
250 at Pagham Hbr on 17 Oct, 112 at Pilsey Island on 5 Nov, 185 on the Adur Estuary on
17 Nov and 51 at Newhaven Tide Mills on 19 Nov. [JC]

0547. MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis
Rare vagrant.

1951:  One at Thorney Great Deep on 22 April (British Birds 45:223-4, SxBR 4:19) has
been re-examined by BBRC as part of a review of 1950-57 records and is considered to be
inadequately documented (Wallace, Bradshaw & Rogers 2006, British Birds 99:460-464).
Its apparent large size and the published description’s failure to mention the back pattern
were the main concerns. Another record in April 1951, in the lower Cuckmere Valley on
29" (British Birds 45:224), remains, although suggestions that it might have been the same
bird would no longer seem appropriate. There are now ten acceptable county records
involving 11 individuals. The others are two at the Wicks in September 1937 and
singletons at Waltham Brooks in July 1984, Pett Level in May 1989, Sidlesham Ferry in
June/July 1990, Pett Level/Rye Hbr in July 1992, Pett Pools in July 1995, Pevensey Level
in August 1996, Pett Level in August 1997 and Pagham Hbr in April 2000. The last of
these, on 23", becomes the county’s earliest record. [RJF]

0548. GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia
Fairly common passage migrant; a few winter.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal locations were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
County total 11| 111 12 7 13 3 | 59 | 113 | &1 | 34 | 41 | 21
Chichester Hbr | 11 | 11 | 12 7 13 3 |54 91 | 49 |34 | 41 ]2

During the first winter period all records were from Chichester Hbr, where there were
up to 11 at Thorney Deeps (including three colour-ringed birds on 14 Jan), one at
Nutbourne on 8 Feb and ones or twos in the West Wittering/East Head area throughout.

The first spring migrant was probably one at Rye Hbr on 2 Apr followed by one at Ella
Nore (Chichester Hbr) on 5 Apr and singletons at Pagham and Rye Harbours on 15 Apr.
Birds were then recorded virtually daily throughout the spring at the usual coastal sites
with regular inland records from Pulborough Brooks and four at Weir Wood Res on 15
May. The highest numbers were from Thorney Deeps, as usual, with double figures
recorded on several dates in April and early May and with peak counts of 18 on 26 Apr, 13
on 7 May and the last record of one on the 11",

Birds were seen regularly through late May and June at, in particular, inland sites. At
Pulborough Brooks there were three on 14 May, at Weir Wood Res four on the 15, and
singles at both sites into June. The first recorded returning birds were probably the
singletons at Thorney Island on 14 Jun and Pannel Valley NR on 5 Jul. Numbers at
Thorney Deeps built typically, with high counts of 80 on 6 Aug and 89 on 20 Aug.
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However, the 150 on Flat Beach Level (Rye Hbr LNR) on 27 Jul was the highest ever
count outside Chichester Hbr. Apart from this record and Thorney Island, numbers were
relatively low and nowhere in double figures. The best counts were of six at Fishbourne
Channel on 22 Sep, four at both Pagham Hbr and Westhampnett (Chichester GP) on 6 Sep
and four in the lower Adur Estuary on 14 Sep. Inland there were five at Weir Wood Res
on 1 Sep.

During the second winter period, numbers at Thorney Deeps decreased from 48 on 19
Oct to 42 on 1 Nov, 29 on 7 Nov, 22 on 18 Nov and 13 on 4 Dec. Elsewhere, birds were
recorded at Pagham Hbr (two), Pulborough Brooks (five on 2 Nov) and West
Wittering/East Head (up to six), with singletons at Pilsey Island, Fishbourne Channel and
finally at Newhaven Tide Mills on 18 Dec. (JC)

0553. GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus

Scarce spring and fairly common autumn passage migrant; small numbers winter.

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
14 12 27 16 2 26 88 | 124 67 30 30 15

During the first three months, of 55 records from 34 sites 40 were of single birds and
ten were of twos. Three were seen at Shopham Bridge (Byworth) on 29 Jan, there were
four at Chichester GP on 10 Mar and three there on the 13" and 24", There was a similar
experience in April when of 20 records during the main passage period to the 17", all bar
two were singletons. Rye Hbr LNR hosted four on the 2™ and two on the 11". An
interesting record was of one bird seen at Gatwick Airport on 10 Apr (a departure lounge
was not mentioned).

Spring passage was virtually over by 17 Apr although single stragglers were noted at
Rye Hbr LNR on 22 Apr and at Sidlesham Ferry and Pevensey Levels on 8 May.

There was an unusual record for the summer of a singleton at Constantia Manor
(Isfield) on 1 Jun. Otherwise, the first record of return passage at Castle Water (Rye Hbr
LNR) was a singleton on 16 Jun followed by another at Pulborough Brooks on the 18™ and
two at Thorney Deeps on the 22™.

Numbers during the typical July, August and September peak passage showed an
increase over those of the last three years and were comparable with those of 2001.
Although Chichester GP and Rye Hbr LNR continued to provide the greater numbers of
records there were regular reports also from the Sidlesham/Pagham area, Pulborough
Brooks, Barcombe Res, Newhaven Tide Mills and Pevensey Levels. The highest counts in
July were 14 at Drayton GP (Chichester) on the 16™, nine at Rye Hbr LNR on the 24™ and
ten at Weir Wood Res on the 30™. During August, numbers at Drayton GP peaked at 21
on the 12", the highest count at Pannel Valley NR was 13 on the 4™ while at Rye Hbr LNR
it was ten on the 21%. Peak numbers were, as usual, lower in September with highest
counts of 11 at Pannel Valley NR on the 4™ and Drayton GP on the 19"

In October 30 records were of ones and twos at ten sites. There were three at the
Newhaven Ouse Estuary Project on the 16™ and at Pannel Valley NR on the 29™ but the
highest count was eight at Drayton GP on the 27", Numbers in November were similar at
seven sites but there were threes at Guestling Thorn on the 11" and at Pannel valley NR on
the 27" and fours at Barcombe Res on the 20™ and Court Lodge Fm (Udimore) on the 22M,
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There were fewer records for December with ones or twos at Wivelsfield St. George,
Barcombe Res, Newhaven Ouse Estuary Project, Glynde Reach and Bewl Water (until the
31" but there were three at Pannel Valley NR on the 9. [PLS]

0554.  WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola
Very scarce spring and scarce autumn migrant; recorded once in winter. Amber
listed species of medium conservation concern.

The minimum monthly totals were as follows:

Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
6 10 12 1

Unlike the last four years when birds were been recorded in April, May and June, the
first record this year was not until 1 Jul at Castle Water (Rye Hbr LNR).  This was
followed by singletons at Widney Brooks from 11 to 15 Jul, at Rye Hbr LNR on the 12",
at tI;Iewhaven Tide Mills and at Rye Hbr LNR on the 26" and at Weir Wood Res on the
307

In August there were fewer birds than the 30 of last year and most records were of
single birds of which only three were in the west of the county. At Chichester GP there
was one from the 5™ to the 7™ and another from the 27" to 1 Sep and at Sidlesham Ferry
one stayed from the 20™ to the 29™. In the east, at Pannel Valley NR, after a one-day bird
on the 4™ there was a minor influx from the 15™ peaking at five on the 19™ which reduced
gradually to one on the 28", At Rye Hbr LNR there were 1-2 birds from the 16™ to the
20™. At the Ouse Estuary Project (Newhaven) a singleton stayed from the 22™ to the 29™
and at Cuckmere Haven another was seen from the 25™ to the 31

Numbers in September were higher than usual but the east-west roles were reversed
with only four birds in the east and eight in the west. At Pannel Valley NR/Pett Level
there were up to three between the 2™ and 8" and one at Rye Hbr LNR on the 8. At
Pulborough Brooks there was one on the 3™, at Chichester GP there were up to two
between the 4™ and 9" and again between the 17" and 26", and at Sidlesham Ferry one on
the 5™ was followed by two on the 22™.

The latest bird was seen at Sidlesham Ferry on 8 Oct, compared to the 10-year average
of 29 Sep. [PLS]

0566. COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Fairly common passage migrant; a few regularly winter; has bred at least once.

The monthly WeBS'’ counts at principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb [Mar |Apr [May |Jun |Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct |Nov |Dec
County total - - - 3 14 - 59 | 33 26 3 - 5
Pagham Hbr - - - - 2 - 3 3 - - - 2
Arundel WWT - - - 1 - - - - 5 - - -
Henfield Brooks | - - - nc nc nc | nc | Nc 3 - - -
Arlington Res - - - - 1 - 3 1 3 - -
Bewl Water - - - nc nc nc | nc 7 5 3 1
Darwell Res - - - - 1 - - 1 2 - -
Alexandra Park - - - nc nc nc | nc | Nc - - 1
Rye Bay - - - 1 6 - 39 | 17 4 - 1
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Birds were recorded in every month. The approximate minimum monthly totals were
as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
6 5 4 30 | 51 4 | 135101 | 72 | 13 7 14

During the first winter period three were in the lower Arun Valley in the first half of
January, another three were regularly reported from near Ford (Adur Valley) until 5 Mar,
and singletons were at Widewater (Lancing) on the 2 Mar, East Chiltington SP on 6 Mar
and Rye Hbr SSSI on the 7™

The spring migration figures were comparable with those of recent years. The
majority of sightings were of singletons with reports coming from 25 coastal and inland
waterway sites.

Only four birds were reported in June, on four separate dates, but migration began in
earnest in July, with sightings on every day of the month, except the 20". The highest
counts were 11 in Chichester Hbr on the 21% and 24", ten at the Union Canal (E
Guldeford) on the 24™ and 26 at Weir Wood Res on the 28", In August there were
sightings on 29 days with counts of 17 at Weir Wood Res on the 1%, ten at Thorney Island
(Chichester Hbr) on the 5" and ten at Cuckmere Haven on the 26", Thereafter numbers
tailed off markedly in September and October.

In the second winter period there were two in Pagham Hbr on 4 Dec, a maximum of
eight in the Lower Adur Valley on 3 Oct with at least two remaining on 27 Dec, at least
one on Lewes Brooks from 16 Nov with two on 31 Dec, a singleton at Weir Wood Res on
2 Oct, three at Bewl Water from 16 Oct with one remaining on 31 Dec, one at Alexandra
Park (Hastings) on 4 Dec and a singleton at Rye Hbr LNR on 3 Oct and 4 Dec. [PLS]

0561. TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce in summer. Amber listed
species of medium conservation concern.

The monthly WeBS’ counts at the principal sites were as follows:

Jan |Feb |[Mar [Apr [May |Jun |Jul [Aug |Sep |[Oct [Nov |Dec
County total 724 509| 893| 301 75| 77| 157| 262| 455| 699| 685| 943
Chichester Hbr 153 | 142| 228| 83| 72| - 12 6| 411197 93| 288
Pagham Hbr 225| 179| 333| 207 2| 66| 40| 108| 170| 229| 338| 371
Climping 3] 43| 39| nc | nc - 85| 94| 104| 16| 14| 22
Lower Adur Estuary 42| 17] 26| nc | nc nc [ nc | nc - 39| 28| 101
Glyne Gap 2441 61| 223| nc | nc nc | nc | nc 121 156 140| 148
Rye Bay 41| 47] 28] 11 1] 11] 20| 54| 19] 62| 72 9

The WeBS’ counts in both winter periods have shown a steady increase over the last
five years as shown below:

2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005
Jan - Apr 1290 | 2128 | 1569 | 1734 | 2427
Oct - Dec 1389 | 1913 | 2256 | 2392 | 2782
Total 2679 | 4041 | 3825 | 4126 | 5209

Notable counts in addition to those in the WeBS table included 180 at Hastings on 1
Jan, 114 at Glyne Gap (Bexhill) on 20 Jan, 140 at Climping Beach on 26 Jan, 100 at Selsey
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Bill on 28 Jan, 195 in Pagham Hbr on 26 March and 110 on the foreshore at Church
Norton on 31 Mar.

The monthly totals of eastbound birds at the principal seawatching sites were as
follows:

Mar | Apr | May | Total
Selsey Bill 29 158 | 147 | 334
Worthing Beach 19 10 44 73
Splash point (Seaford) - - 6 6
Birling Gap - - 4 4

An interesting and unusual record was of a bird in summer plumage at Arlington Res
on 13 May, the only inland record.

Significant counts on return passage, not included in WeBS’ counts, included 100 at
Pagham Hbr on 27 Jul, 250 on the beach at Selsey Bill on 3 Aug and, in Pagham Hbr, 120
on 6 Sep, 105 on 17 Oct, 122 on 12 Nov and 206 on 10 Dec. [PLS]

0565. GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius
Very scarce autumn and rare winter visitor; usually occurs after gales.

One off Climping on 21 Oct (OM) was the first of nine recorded in late autumn. It was
followed by one off Climping and Littlehampton West Beaches on 31 Oct (OM et al). A
singleton at Pulborough Brooks from 1-11 Nov (PH et al) was presumably the same on a
small pool north of Greatham Bridge on the 18th (PH). Other singletons were at Brighton
Marina on 2-3 Nov (PFM, ADW, 1JW), Brooklands (Worthing) from the 7th-14th (BFF et
al) (see Plate 4), Brighton Marina (IJW, PJWh) and off Climping Beach on the 8th (BFF,
OM, DIS) and at Widewater (Lancing) (RJF et al) and then with the Brooklands individual
on 12 Nov (PJ et al). Finally there was one at Brighton Marina on 14 Nov (IJW). All
were considered to be first-winters.

1987, when 16 were recorded, was the last time more were seen in a year although
there were also seven in 1996 and 1988. Forty-five have been recorded in the county since
1990 (and 18 since 2000). All these records have been between September and January
with nine being found in October and 15 in November. Records any distance from the
coast are unusual and the Pulborough bird was the first since one on Chichester GP in
January 1998, although an unidentified phalarope, most likely this species, was seen at
Coleman’s Hatch in September 1999. [RJF]

fin |
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0566. POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus
Passage migrant in varying numbers in spring but very scarce in autumn; rare visitor
in winter.

2004:  The year’s sightings were finally completed by single juvenile birds flying west
past Selsey Bill on 29 Aug and 30 Sep.

2005:  The minimum number of 186 birds seen on spring passage compared well with
the average of 176 for 1988-2004. Totals for the principal seawatching sites were as
follows:

Apr | May Oct | Total | Hours / bird

Monthly minima 27 159 7 193

Selsey Bill 8 36 4 48 213
Worthing 2 20 - 22 1.57
Brighton Marina 12 159 3 174 n/a
Telscombe Cliffs 3 5 - 8 1.44
Splash Point (Seaford) 19 49 - 68 0.77
Birling Gap - 28 - 28 0.61
Other sites 1 - - 1 -

The first sighting of the year was of 1 E at Selsey Bill on 14 Apr, over a week earlier
than the 10-year average of 22 Apr. The highest count that month was of 12 at Splash
Point (Seaford) on the 30™. Peak passage occurred during the first two weeks of May;
there were counts of 20 at both Brighton Marina and Splash Point on the 1*, 31 and 29 at
the Marina on the 2™ and 3™ and then a peak count of 54 there on the 12™ following which
numb%{s dropped off dramatically. The last spring bird was seen at Telscombe Cliffs on
the 26™.

There were several sightings in October. At Brighton Marina, a juvenile bird was seen
flying east on the 21st followed by a further 2 E on the 30™. At Selsey Bill, three
singletons flew west on the 24™ followed by a juvenile on the 30". [JAH]

0567.  ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus

Fairly common spring and scarce autumn passage migrant; very scarce in summer
and rare in winter.

The annual total of 426, which is rather less than the S5-year average of 530, is
computed on the assumption that the maximum number seen at any one coastal site was
the minimum number seen in the county that day and that birds seen on consecutive days
were different.

The approximate monthly totals were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Total
Monthly total 1 2 3 | 227 67 4 | 18] 49 | 31 | 20 3 1 | 426
No. of days 1 2 2 20 | 16 4 110 ] 20 | 16 9 2 1

The first bird of the year was a rare sighting of one seen flying west on 2 Jan at
Worthing Beach. This was followed in February by 1 W off Pagham Spit on the 14™ and 1
E at Splash Point (Seaford) on the 25", In March, singletons flew east past Splash Point
on the 21* (and, presumably the same bird, also at Birling Gap (Beachy Head)) and the
30™. During the first eight days of April only 16 birds were seen but then, on the 19", a
count of 25 at Splash Point heralded the main passage period which lasted until 3 May.
During this period 244 birds were recorded but only 34 were seen during the next 27 days
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to the month’s end. Monthly totals at the principal seawatching sites, with the hours
watched on the peak days, were as follows:

Jan |Feb |Mar |Apr |May |Total |Peak movement | Hr watched

Selsey Bill - 1 - 121 |44 165 |19 24 Apr |7
Worthing Beach 1 - - 43 |28 71 14 23 Apr | 7%
Brighton Marina - - - 125 |93 218 |32 23 Apr |-
Telscombe Cliffs - - - 32 |1 43 11 23 Apr |3
Splash Point (Seaford) | - 1 2 139 |42 181 33 24 Apr | 11
Birling Gap - - 1 127 |28 |155 |59 23 Apr |6

During the summer, there were 11 records between 2 Jun and 25 Jul of singletons seen
offshore, seven of which were flying east. The first westerly flying bird was noted on 26
Jul and thereafter there was a steady stream of mainly ones or twos until 6 Nov. The
highest counts during this period were of seven and eight in Rye Bay on 19 and 20 Aug,
seven there on 3 Sep and six at Selsey Bill on 24 Oct. The last bird of the year was 1 E at
Selsey Bill on 1 Dec. [JAH]

0568.  LONG-TAILED SKUA Stercorarius longicaudus
Rare vagrant.

A pale juvenile flew east past Brighton Marina on 30 Oct (IJW). This is the 8th record
since 2000, and the 23rd since 1990, but it remains a difficult species to see in the county.
A well-watched autumn bird on an inland reservoir would seem to be long overdue but,
failing that, with five of the most recent records falling between 29 April and 17 May, a
spring seawatch offers the best chance. The others since 2000 were in September and,
exceptionally, December. This is the fifth record for Brighton Marina, a total shared by
Beachy Head and Selsey Bill, while Splash Point (Seaford) has six. [RJF]

0569. GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua
Scarce spring and autumn passage migrant; very scarce but increasing in winter.
Amber listed species of medium conservation concern.

The annual total of 185 virtually equals the 5-year average of 187 but is considerably
more than the 10-year average of 136. This is, however, a further reflection of the
increasing numbers which have been recorded over the past ten years, as shown in the
following table:

1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004
Annualtotals | 57 | 76 | 78 | 116 | 97 | 157 | 227 | 147 | 211 | 192

The approximate monthly totals (computed as described above for Arctic Skua) were
as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul [ Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Totals
Monthly total 4 | 1] 2 [107] 49 | 10 5 11 4 1 1 185
No. of days 4 [ 1 2 |16 22 |5 5 1 2 1 1 61

The first bird of the year was seen on, appropriately, 1 Jan at Telscombe Cliffs flying
west and was followed by another the next day. These were followed by 1 W at Brighton
Marina on the 7%, another on the 21%" and 1 W at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) on 5 Feb.
The next bird to be found was, unfortunately, picked up dead on Rye GC on 26 Feb. No
more were then seen until 5 Apr when the usual spring passage up Channel commenced
with 1 E at Splash Point (Seaford) followed by nine more sightings to the 17". The peak
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period of spring passage then occurred over the next 14 days. In all, 115 birds passed
through but usually in single figure numbers. Peak counts were of 21 at Birling Gap on
the 18" (in 4 hr), 22 at Selsey Bill on the 26™ (in 114 hr), 18 at Birling Gap on the 27" (in
2% hr) and ten at Selsey Bill on 2 May (in 11’ hr). Numbers thereafter were mainly in
ones and twos to 12 June.

Counts at the principal seawatching sites were as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul |