SUSSEX ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY RECORDS COMMITTEE

SCARCE RECORDS FORM

	SPECIES:
	Yellow-browed Warbler


	Age/Sex:
	
	
	For SOS Use: SOSRC/BBRC

	Number of Birds:


	One
	
	
	Record Number:

	
	
	Species Number:




	PLACE:


	Birling Gap Lane, Beachy Head
	6-Fig. Grid Ref:
	TV 551 957

	DATE:
	3rd October 2015
	Dates of Earlier/Later Sightings:
	None

	Times: 
	
	Early morning
	Total Duration:
	c.2 minutes
	


	OBSERVER (Block Capitals):

(Please include full initials)
	D. Cooper, J.F. Cooper & B. Kay
	Telephone Number:
	01444 245430

	Postal Address:
	19 Copestake Drive, Burgess Hill, West Sussex. 


	Post Code:
	RH15 OLD

	E-mail Address:
	
	brenda.kay4991@tesco.net


	
	


	Other Observers:
	S.H. Linington & C.F. Ball

	Who 1st identified it?
	DC, JFC & BK

	Who Found it?
	DC, JFC & BK
	Is anyone else reporting it?
	No


	Was it photographed?
	No

	Photographer(s):
	

	Was it trapped for Ringing?
	No


	Ringer(s):
	

	If dead, is it preserved?
	No


	Where?
	


	Optics Used: Binoculars Used:
	10 x 40 Swarovski


	Telescope Used:
	

	Distance from bird:


	Down to c.15m


	Weather Conditions:
	SE1 Hazy

	Light in relation to observer:
	
	
	


	Previous experience of species:


	Many in both the UK and abroad


	Experience of similar species; that day:
	Firecrest & Goldcrest 
	Previously:
	All Phylloscs on British List


	Do you wished to be notified of acceptance or non-acceptance?
	By e-mail
	  /No (Please Delete)

	(Record decisions can be checked online at the SOS website)
	By Post (if paper record)
	  /No (Please Delete)


	Is this record 100% certain?
	Yes
	Any who disagree?
	No

	Signature:
	DC, JFC & BK
	Date Submitted:
	07/11/15


Please return your completed form to the Recorder, David Howey via e-mail to recorder@sos.org.uk 

	SUSSEX ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY RECORDS COMMITTEE – SCARCE RECORDS FORM



	DESCRIPTION: Include an account of the relevant circumstances of the observation and a detailed description of the bird based on notes taken at the time of the observation and before reference to books. Attach original field notes, sketches and photographs, if available. The description should cover as many of the following features as possible: size, type, general coloration, habitat, behaviour; bill, eye, eye ring & stripe(s), lores, forehead, crown, nape, mantle, rump, tail; chin, throat, breast, belly, undertail coverts; tertials, primaries, primary extension and overlap with tail, secondaries, coverts and wing bars; legs, stance, gait; flight and calls. Attach extra sheets as necessary.

, prima


Whilst birding at the pines at the top of the lane at Birling we had just bumped into Simon Linington who was keen to try and see the Continental Coal Tits that were present there. Whilst JFC was talking to him DC noticed a Yellow-browed Warbler amongst a small flock of Goldcrests and a single Firecrest in the top of a nearby sycamore and quickly drew the other observers’ attention to it. Over the next couple of minutes all four observers obtained close but brief views of it (A) very hyperactively flicking in and out of the yellowing leaves of the sycamore. 

(B) Small size being close to that of the accompanying ‘crests. (C) Despite only brief views its striking plumage characters were seen including its bright green upperparts, silky-white underparts, well-defined broad yellow supercilum and broad yellowish-white tips to its median and greater coverts forming the characteristic ‘double white wingbar’. Whilst facing away from us, its tertials were seen to be fringed white. Small bill appeared dark and its legs and feet orange.
(D) Somewhat surprisingly for the species we never heard it call and it soon moved-off out of sight still accompanying the flock of ‘crests. We put the news out but soon moved-on ourselves ever-hopeful that we might find something else on the headland in the promising weather conditions. On hearing of the bird’s presence Chris Ball (and quite probably other observers) subsequently successfully saw the bird still favouring the same trees later the same morning.
ADVICE IF YOU ARE SUBMITTING A DESCRIPTION OF AN UNUSUAL BIRD
Note that (A) illustrates the bird’s behaviour. (B) gives the size relative to another species. (C) covers all the essential plumage details.  (D) Although the bird did not call, this sentence shows that the observers were alert to the need to describe any sounds made by the bird. A very succinct but convincing description.
